
Writer Finds "Persecution’
Reports In Columbia Inexact

The author of the following article u a professor at the Xaverian Catholic University of Bogota 
ana the National University of Bogota and vice president of the Colombian National Committee for the 
Defense of the. Faith. Condensed from hts book, “The Protestort Denominations in Colombia.” the 
article points out inaccuracies in the persecution reports” issued by Protestant representatives in Co-

By Father Eduardo Osoina, S.J.
(N.C.W.C. NEWS SERVICE) ‘

Protestant representatives in Colombia who spread charges of “religious persecution*’ 
hiough their Reports made fundamental errors in compiling so-called cases of persecu-

K Of C Notes

with any food?

It was certainly not wrong to < 
collect information. In an investi
gation all data, especially declara
tions of the offended party, are 
very necessary for a proper judg
ment.

The mistake was in making a 
final judgment on partial informa
tion as if it were the entire and 
irrefutable truth. The conviction 
that this information is irrefutable 
seems to be evident in the way the 
secretariate of the Evangelical 
Confederation in Columbia put it 
into English and sent it abroad for 
immediate release.

The secretariate told a vorld- 
wide audience a tale of horrible 
crimes as if the partial concept 
they had formed were a “death 
sentence” without appeal.

To illustrate how partial and 
misleading the “facts” related in 
the Evangelical “Reports” are, 
here follow some Evangelical re
ports and then findings on the 
same cases by a Catholic commit
tee..

The Evangelical report. Bulletin

12, Nov. 30, 1953:
“In Molinero (Atlantico Dept.) 

the newly constructed Protestant 
church was destroyed by a dyna
mite bomb at midnight, August 28, 
1953. Financial loss to the congre
gation is about 5,000 pesos. The 
side walls and roof were complete 
ly destroyed and the church will 
have to be rebuilt.

“Threats of bombing had circu
lated for some time, but the 
church members went ahead with 
the construction. There were no 
witnesses to the bombing, though 
the caretaker’s family, living at the 
same lot, heard the explosion and 
subsequent collapse of the struc
ture.

“The attack was reported the 
next day to Sr. Saul Diaz, judge 
of the first court in the municipal 
seat of Sabanalarga, and an inves
tigation ordered. To date no ac
tion has been taken and Sr. Diaz 
refuses to discuss the case with 
church members.

“Photographs of the ruins, en
closed herewith for the principal 
news agencies, are available to 
others on request.”

Here’s the report received by 
the Catholic committee from Bish
op Francesco Gallego Perez of Bar- 
ranquilla:

“The chapel in question was 
built without a strong foundation. 
During the night of August 28, one 
of the side walls collapsed and as 
a consequence the roof also came 
down and fell into the building.

“The civil authorities at Sab
analarga made an on-the-spot in
vestigation through a conscien-

“There was a Catholic gathering 
of about 2,500 to 3,000 in the park. 
All these people can testify that 
the speakers, Sr. Duque Villegas, 
Father Luis Carlos Ramirez, Dr. 
Esquerra Serrano and Mrs. de Ber
nal Jimenez, did not shout: ‘Down 
with the Protestants!’ They spoke 
over loudspeakers, but did not 
mention the Protestants at all.”

Dr. Anthony Nemetz, assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Philosophy, Ohio State University, 
will give the second in a series of 
six lectures to be given this -fall 
and winter at St. Michael's School 
Hall, High and Selby, Worthington, 
Ohio.

Dr. Nemetz wiH talk on “The 
Lay Apostolate.” The lecture will 
be held at 8:30 P.M. on Sunday, 
Dec. 12. He has a wide back
ground experience in Catholic Ac
tion at several universities. After 
receiving his doctorate in philoso
phy at the University of Chicago, 
he taught at DePaul University in 
Chicago before coming to teach at 
Ohio State in 1952. His lecture will 
discuss the place and function of 
the laity in the work of the Church 
today.

Dr. Nemetz has been invited to 
speak by the Assumption Forum, 
a series of lectures on various as-

First, they accepted any information from individuals without really verifying it. 
Second, they deliberately excluded all information from the other side.

WHICH 
WINE 

IS RIGHT

A Rood rule to remember is that 
white wines go with white meats 
. . . red wines go with red meats. 
But did you know there’s a wine
that's rijht with any food?

It’s Napa Rose, the new pinle 
wine of The Christian Brothers, 
vintners of famous American wines
for over seventy years. Smooth, 
mellow and fragrant, Napa Rose 
has a pleasing flavor which blends 
well with meat, fish or fowl. To 
enhance its flavor, serve this wine

thoroughly 
chilled. To
gether with 
many other 
superb wines, 
moderately 
priced Napa 
Rose is pro
duced and bot
tled by The 
Christian

Brothers of California, who have 
owned and operated their vine
yards in California’s fertile Napa 
Valley for many years.

Would y ou li ke a free copy of our 
32-page booklet on cooking and
entertaining with 
wine, A Sure (/tilde 
to Finer "Meals? Just 
send your name and 
address to The 
Christian Brothers, 
P.O. Box 417, Napa, 
Calif., Dept W231
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tious and experienced engineer, 
who with two construction fore
men, examined the debris, the 
topographic conditions, and'the 
building materials. They agreed 
unanimously that the collapse 
was due to faulty construction 
... I guarantee that the above 
information is the complete 
truth."
Evangelical Report, Bulletin 4, 

May-June 1952:
“The city of Barrancabermeja, 

Department of Santander, was in 
the midst of preparation to receive 
the National Peace Committee . . .

“The priest. Father Victor Gril
lo, told the children to stone the 
church of the Protestants. For 
about 15 minutes the children in 
the procession threw rocks and 
stones at the building . . .

“Sunday night, May 25. the Na
tional Peace Committee ended its 
visit in Barrancabermeja with a 
mass meeting of all citizens in the 
public square, half a block from 
the Protestant church. During this 
public demonstration the priests 
shouted over the loud speakers: 
‘Down with the Protestants!’, and 
the people shouted back: ‘Down 
with the Protestants!’ . . .”

Report received by the Catholic 
committee from Father Victor M. 
Grillo, S.J., pastor at Barrancaber
meja:

“It is false to affirm that Father 
Victor Grillo ordered stones to be 
thrown. It is true that several chil
dren threw stones. But they did 
so on their own, for about three 
minutes, until the priest could get 
out of the procession and stop 
them . . .
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pects of Catholic thought. The As
sumption Forum is sponsored by 
Assumption Council No. 3727, 
Knights of Columbus, in coopera
tion with Father John P. Byrne, 
pastor, and the men’s and women's 
organizations of St. Michaels 
Church.

Father John P. Kleinz, profes
sor of philosophy of the Pontifical 
College Josephinum, is moderator 
of the Forum. Four more lectures 
will be given in the series during 
1955. Tickets for the whole series 
and for single lectures are avail
able before the lectures at St. Mi
chael's Hall. Prices are $3.50 for 
combination husband and wife 
ticket for the whole series; $2.50 
for whole series per single person. 
Tickets for individual lectures are 
50c.

Other lectures will follow, to bp 
given by Father Augustine Wink
ler, Fathers Richard Schalk and 
Leonard Fick of the Josephinum, 
and by Monsignor Paul A. Geir- 
inger, Rector of the Josephinum.

The public is cordially invited 
for all the lectures in the Assump
tion Forum series, 1954-55.

Holv Name
Notes

Jerry O’Shaughnessy, commit
tee chairman, reports keen interest 
in the Communion Breakfast of the 
Cathedral Holy Name Society of 
the K. o/ C. Hall this Dec. 10, fol
lowing the 8 o'clock Communion 
Mass.

All men of the parish are in
vited. Those whn have not already 
sent in reservations are asked to 
call Mr. O'Shaughnessy at CA. 1- 
2311 before 6 p. m. Friday.

Members of the Holy Name 
Society of St. Mary Church will 
receive Communion in a body at 
the 7 o'clock Mass this Sunday, 
Dec. 12. Junior Holy Namers will 
have their joint Communion at 
the 9 o'clock Mass.

On Tuesday, Dec. 14, the reg
ular Holy Name meeting will be 
held. As a special feature, films 
of the Ohio State football games 
will he shown.

Aussie Catholics 
Will Receive 
Tax Relief

SYDNEY, Australia — (NC) — 
Australian Catholic taxpayers will 
get substantial relief from a new 
tax policy implemented by the 
Federal government by which gifts 
for the acquisition, construction 
and maintenance of school or col
lege buildings are regarded as al
lowable deductions for income tax 
purposes.

This follows the enactment of 
amending legislation to income tax 
laws by the Commonwealth parli- 
ment recently Income tax returns 
for the year ending June 30, 1955, 
will be the first affected by the 
new policy-

This Week's

Hadley’s
Confirmations

Bishop' Ready
Sunday, Dac. 12—3:00 p.m. Co

lumbus, Saint Joseph Cathe
dral.

Furniture and Appliances
28 East Gambier Street

Across The Street From The A & P Market

Situation Wanted
Full or part time, clerical, type, 
file. Edit, read proof. Tele
phone contacts. Box 102 C/O 
Catholic Times, Cols. 16, O.
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Right now the Crusade for Com
munion for youth is really a nation
wide rally for vocations to the re
ligious life. Please do your part 
to pray for vocations—your own 
and your pal’s.

Amanda College and a member of 
the Ceylon government s Buddhist 
commission.

Calling upon the government to 
prevent’’ nuns from working in 

hospitals, the Buddhist leader said 
that he was “aware” that Catholic 
priests and nuns serving in Cey
lon’s hospitals were “under a vow 
to convert patients to the Catholic 
Church.”

Mr. Methananda's criticism pro
duced immediate reaction from 
Catholics here.

Father G. Mani Muttukumaru, a 
priest of the Colombo archdiocese,

challenged the Buddhist leader to 
produce evidence in support of his 
accusation. The priest said that 
such irresponsible statements by 
Buddhist fanatics breeds religious 
strife and detracts from the Cey
lon government's professed policy 
of religious neutrality.

Now you con enjoy the finest.. . mode by 
the world’s largest all-aluminum Storm* 
Screen manufacturer.
A dollar and a half is absolutely all that you pay 
weekly for these quality Alsco windows and doors. 
The price includes everything — windows, doors, all 
attachments and even free installation Goodrich Geon 
weatherstripping can't hunch up or check. It's wind
proof. waterproof, practically wearproof Won't wain 
house paint or woodwork. Extruded aluminum for 
extra strength. L O F Lustraglas crystal clear, distor
tion-free East to clean

Nell Fleutt, Mrs. J. Harold Breen, and Miss Patti Corbett. In second 
row (left to right)) are Mre. Frederick Bohn. Mrs. Stephen Matesich, 
Miss Veronica Basbagill, Mrs. Franklin Quinn, Miss Jean Fondriest, 
Mrs. Thomas Flannigan, Mrs. Homer Ronan, Mrs. William Simmons, 
Mrs. Charles Bell, Mrs. Franklin Eyerman, Mrs. Henry Kistler, 
and Mrs. Erhest Bever. In the top row are Miss Josephine Rountree, 
Mrs Edward Huffman and Mrs. Charles Casagram. John Holden 
was unable to be present when the picture was taken.

Each Alsco window is precision built to your window 
measurement. Installed free by courteous, competent, 
factors trained installers who make storm window 
business their careers

Ceylon Buddhist 
Urges Ban On 
Nuns In Hospitals

COLOMBO. Ceylon — (NC) — A 
Buddhist leader has demanded that 
the government ban the services of 
foreign Catholic nuns in public 
hospitals in Ceylon.

The demand, the first airing of 
ill-feeling against foreign mission
aries in this predominantly Budd
hist country, was made by L. H 
Methananda, principal of the

Included: Aluminum 
6RK1E yuUcf»tww 
adds hpawfy. ■

The clause relating to anti-relig
ious films bans the showing of 
movies disparaging religioys ideals 
and seeking to ridicule a particular 
religion.

YOU GET EVERYTHING SHOWN HERE
THE NATIONALLY ADVERTISED ALSCO QUALITY

KARACHI. Pakistan — (NC) — 
A clause prohibiting the exhibition 
of anti-religious films is included 
in a new code of ethics drawn up 
by the Karachi film censor board.

The code, introduced simultan
eously in Karachi, Sind and Ba
luchistan, also prescribes a new 
advertising standard for film pro*

changeable glass 
storm sash that cuts 
winter fuel bills up to 
30%. ’
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The Notre Dame Alumni Club 
of Columbus is joining the other 
Notre Dame Clubs throughout the 
nation in celebratinc Universal 
Notre Dame Communion Sunday 
on Dre 12. Mass will be held at 
St. Joseph Cathedral iff 9 o'clock. 
The members and their families to
gether with parents of undergradu
ate students and guests, will join 
in Mass and Communion Particu
lar interest is in evidence thi year 
due to the closing of the Maria® 
Year.

Following the Mass, a breakfast 
meeting will he held at the Fort 
Hayes Hotel Father James E. Nor
ton. C.S.C.. Prefeet of Religion at 
Notre Dame, will he the guest 
speaker as well as celebrant of 
the Mass. Among the special guests 
in attendance will be Ralph Gug- 
lielmi, providing his schedule per
mits. Leo Klctzly is chairman of 
the committee in charge of ar
rangements and has been assisted 
by John Igoe. A. J. Frcricks and 
J. R. Echenrode.

The Communion Sunday observ
ance was inaugurated in 1938 by 
the Notre Dame Club in New York 
City, and has spread continually 
until now almost every one of the 
106 units participates in this pub
lic devotion.

Officers of the club are John R 
Murphy, president: Eugene C 
Coyle. Jr., vice-president: Harry 
C. Nester, treasurer, and Larry H. 
Stember, Jr., secretary.
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Pakistan Prohibits 
Showing Of Anti- 
Religious Movies
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Gentlemen
1. I’d like to see a sample of Alsco w-indows and o free demonstration bn your 

representative.
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Home’ showing complete details of Alsco window construction.
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A Dey of Recollection wh held lut week at the Shrine of the 
Little Flowfr for members of the Columbus Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women's Board of Directors, officers of tha five deaneries, 
and chairmen of the standing committees. Msgr. Roland T. Winel, 
chancellor of the diocese and council moderator, conducted the 
spiritual exercises. Seated (left to right) ere Mrs. Mary Torchiane, 
Mrs. Glenn Sheriden, Mrs. Edward Miller, Mrs. Alexander J. Glock- 
ner, Monsignor Winel, Mrs. Frank H. Vogel, DCCW president, Miss

f


