
No Letup Seen in Slav
War Against Religion

By C. Strachwitz
(Correspondent, N.C.W.C. News Servioe)

VIENNA — Yugoslavia is a communist leopard Lhat has 
not changed its spots.

Foreigners who in recent years have been visiting Yugo
slavia in increasing numbers usually receive the impression 
that the Yugoslav People’s Republic, is on its way to adopt 
the Western conception of democracy.

Some foreign visitors have even 
been deluded by the sight of 
crowded churches into accepting 
the Belgrade government's oft-rc- 
pated claim that full freedom of 
religion exists everywhere in the 
country.

But the truth is, of course, that 
in spite of certain relaxations of 
control, particularly in the econom
ic sphere, and of a “go-slow” 
order to the political police, Yugo
slavia remains in the clutches of 
her communist rulers whose “rap- 
proachment” to the West was 
prompted hy economic necessities 
as well as personal grievances 
against Moscow and in no way af
fected the communist orthodoxy of 
the Belgrade regime.

One remembers the execution 
er officially-condoned murder of 
many priests and the continued 
Imprisonment of many more. 
One remembers also the regime's 
efforts to isolate the Bishops, to 
undermine their authority, and 
to sever all communication be
tween the Church in Yugoslavia 
and Rome.
But that is only part of the story, 

lite foreign visitor to Yugoslavia 
who notices tl.at religious services 
are being held, and that the 
churches are often crowded, has no 
idea of what is going on behind 
the scene, the strict surveillance of 
church-goers by agents of the se
cret police; the almost insurmount
able obstacles placed in the path of 
a young man who wants to become 
a priest; the real heroism demand
ed from most of those who are de
termined to fulfill their religious 
obligations; the difficulties and 
dangers facing parents who wish 
their children to be brought up in 
the Faith.

Any member of the armed forces 
nr the police and any state or 
party official who is seen in 
church, or contracts a church wed
ding, or has his child baptized 
knows that he will certainly be de
prived of his rank ur his job, and 
probably be sent to prison.

The eradication of religious be
liefs in the hearts and minds of 
the young is the paramount aim 
of Belgrade's policy. Religious 
oppression heads the list of peo
ple's grievances against the re
gime.
The rulers in Belgrade are not 

hlind to the situation but they 
are at loggerheads regarding the 
measures that should be taken 
in order to cope with it.

While some advocate the erec
tion of a facade of democratic lib-
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erties, garnished with a lot of 
promises that will never be kept, 
others insist that the rising dis
content should be checked by the 
strict application of communist 
principles on the Soviet pattern.

Whatever the outcomv of the 
present strife among their rulers, 
there are not many people in 
Yugoslavia who expect a tangible 
change for the better as long as 
the communist regime lasts. Few
er still are those wh” art. not 
confident that the Yugoslav peo
ples' deep-rooted religious faith 
and love of freedom will outlive 
communism with all its terrors.

VIENNA—(INC) -r- Catholic stu
dents in communist Yugoslavia 
have to be careful to keep their 
rosaries out of sight.

Rocently a boy attending a sec
ondary school was seen to lose a 
rosary out of his pocket during a 
lunch-hour game.

He was immediately called be
fore the assembled body of teach
ers and students and told he had 
to leave the school forthwith.

He was informed, furthermore, 
that he would not be allowed to 
continue his studies at any other 
school in the People’s Republic.

TRIESTE—(NC)—Two Yugoslav 
priests, including a vicar general, 
have been expelled from the coun
try’s southernmost province of 
Macedonia, according to informa
tion received here.

Both priests were ordered to ap
pear at their local police station 
and were given 24 hours to leave 
Macedonia. They were placed on 
trains and seni into the neighbor
ing province of Serbia.

-------------------o-------------------

Priest-Historian 
Traces Split of 
Clergy, Polities

CHICAGO — (NC) — Early 
in the 19th century, a pattern 
of non-interference by Catho
lic clergy'in party politics was 
fixed and remains the same 
today, Father John Tracy 
Ellis, noted Church historian, 
said at the University of Chi
cago here

The American Catholic has 
always been free to choose his 
own political party without guid. 
ance from the Church, said Father 
Ellis, who is professor of church 
history at the Catholic University 
of America, and secretary of the 
American Catholic Historical As
sociation.

The non-interference pattern 
was set by John Carroll, first 
Archbishop of Baltimore, accord
ing to Father EUis, and reaffirmed 
by the Bishops of the country in 
1840 at their Fourth Provincial 
Council.

With a few exceptions. Father 
Ellis declared in a Charles R. Wal
green Foundation lecture, this pat
tern of Catholic clerical conduct in 
relation to party politic has re
mained the same to the present 
day.

Father Ellis also spoke on Cath
olic contributions to the early col
onization of America. He said that 
the “black legend of Spain” has ob
scured the important role of Span
ish Catholics.

“It was the Spaniards who evolv
ed in the mission system the most 
successful institutions for dealing 
with the Indians. It was likewise 
by virtue of the missionaries’ elab. 
orate accounts of exploration 
through uncharted areas, accom
panied by detailed maps that the 
cartography of the West was ad
vanced,” he said.

-------------------o—-----------------
Drop a Line

Write the editor of your paper 
to let him know what you found 
helpful in the paper he edits for 
you. He will like it.
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Priest Warns 
About Mixed

Marriages
NEW YORK—(NO—A Catholic 

priest in a nation-wide radio broad
cast gave a measure of advice to 
his non-Catholic listeners — “If 
you want a happy marriage, there 
is one class of people you should 
avoid, and that is Catholics. Steer 
clear of them! If you are not a Ca
tholic, and you marry a Catholic, 
you are getting into a boat with 
someone who rows altogether dif
ferently than you.

The speaker was Father Joseph 
E. Manton. C.SS.R., of the Mission 
Church in Roxbury. Mass. He spoke 
on The Catholic Hour radio pro
gram which is produced by the Na
tional Council of Catholic Men 
and carried by the NBC network. 
(The program is heard locally on 
WLW at 3:00 p. m. Sundays.)

Here are some excerpts from Fa
ther Manton s talk: “do you think 
for one moment that the Church 
would oppose these so-called mix
ed marriages if they really worked 
out? The Catholic Church believes 
it is the one true Church founded 
by Jesus Christ. Therefore it has 
a solemn obligation to bring as 
many people as possible into the 
true fold. For that reason year 
after year the Church sends mis
sionaries to out-of-the-way places. 
Now wouldn't the Catholic Church 
be a fool if at the same time she 
neglected a foolproof means of get. 
ting more Catholics, right under 
her nose? I mean the Apostolate of 
Mixed Marriages. ’ mean why not 
encourage Catholic girls to marry 
non-Cathilic men. raise children, 
and since the non-Catholic in a 
mixed marriage signs promises 
that the children be reared in the 
true Catnolie Faith, why here you 
have a perpetual fountain of guar
anteed Catholics.

“A magnificent plan—with only 
one drawback. It docs not work. 
Cold, stubborn figures and hard, 
sad facts puncture this rainbow 
soap-bubble of the way mixed mar
riages arc supposed to turn out.

"Sometime ago I read where 
a Chicago lawyer made a study of 
500 divorce eases in which one 
party was a Catholic. Almost in
variably the rift first started 
with religion.
“Marriage by its very nature de

mands complete unity for com
plete success It is hard enough to 
lead a good married life in these 
pagan days even "'hen yuur part
ner is of the same religious con
viction But when pilot and co-pilot 
differ as to where they are going, 
nr how they best can get there, it 
is immeasurably harder " ...» .... — ... ~-4MS   —■ - r- ■

Nurses Elect New Officers

New officers of the Mt. Carmel Nurses Alumnae Association 
are pictured above prior to taking over their first meeting. Seated, 
left to right, are Miss Colleen Chevrout, president; and Miss Lois 
McKenzie, treasurer. Standing, left to right, are Miss Mary Halsema, 
vice-president, and Miss Carol Hassey, secretary.

Oregon School Boards May Not 
Refuse Released-Time Program

SALEM, Oreg. — (NC) — Oregon school boards may not 
arbitrarily refuse permission for religious instruction of pup
ils attending public schools, it was ruled this week by Robert 
Y. Thornton, state Attorney General. The official added that 
the boards are vested with only discretionary power in estab
lishing the programs. --------——--------------  —

Mr. Thornton wrote that there is schools has been introduced in the 
no question about the constitution- Arizona State Senate.

Church in Guatemala
Hopes to See Removal 
Of Age - Old Shackles

The author of the following article is a member of the N.C.W.C. 
foreign news desk and recently returned from a visit to Guatemala, 
where he talked to civil and Church officials, including the Papal 
Nuncio and the Archbishop of Guatemala.

By timer Von Feldt
(Staff Writer, N.C.W.C. News Service)

there is hope that age-old fetters shackling the Church 
in Guatemala will be removed under the new regime of Presi
dent Carlos Castillo Armas.

This hope increases as his personal sway over the govern
ment and its policies mounts. •

These are the shackles which have hampered the Church 
for decades: ----- —

(1) The Church is not recognized 
as a jundic personality and, conse
quently. cannot acquire or own 
property. All church properties 
were confiscated around 1880 by 
an ‘anti clerical regime and arc 
still held by the state.

(2) Establishment of conventual 
and monastic institutions or asso
ciations is officially banned.

(3) Religion is excluded from 
state schools.

(4) The Church is forbidden to 
exercise any influence in labor or 
social questions.

Whether or not these fetters 
will be removed depends largely 
on the final deliberations of the 
constituent assembly now framing 
a new constitution in Guatemala 
City.

Archbishop Mariano Rosscll nf 
Guatemala told this writer that the 
most the Church can hope for in 
the ncu constitution is a negative 
victory — “the elimination of all 
provisions which restrict the 
Church.”

“But the removal of anti-Church 
clauses from the constitution is

actually a greater victory for the 
Church than is immediately appar
ent to outsiders.” the Archbishop 
quickly explained.

'There is still • leic, anti-re
ligious sentimert among sections 
of .he population, including 
those who call themselves Catho
lic. This is an unfortunate by
product of almost a century of 
totally secular education. And 
secular education in Latin Amer
ica—certainly in Guatemala— 
carries with it a peculiar signifi
cance. It means not only the 
ignoring of religion, but also a 
contempt for religion and every
thing religious.
The Archbishop bases his hope 

for better conditions for the
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Church nn public and private as- 
st rances given by President Cas
tillo. At the time Of his revolt 
againsi the communist-dominated 
regime of Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, 
President Castillo issued u hat is 
called the “Plan of Tegucigalpa’’— 
in effect a “little constitution.” It 
included a promise of full religious 
freedom, and Church officials arc 
generally satisfied that President 
Castillo meant what he said.

Church officials in Guatemala 
would ai o like to sec legislation 
’’fimitting religious instruction in 
the state schools and elimination 

! th< compulsory civil marriage
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ality of the released time program. 
He pointed out that the U.S. Su
preme Court in its rulings in the 
McCollum and the Zorach cases 
had affirmed the constitutionality 
of the programs.

The Attorney General wrote 
that “from the wording of the 
(Oregon) statute it is apparent that 
certain discretion is vested in the 
local school board to make proper 
regulations whenever the adminis
tration of the released time pro
gram in religion interferes unduly 
with the regular work of the 
school.’ ” He pointed out that the 
statute requires the permission of 
a parent or guardian for a student 
to attend the classes and a limita
tion of the classes not to exceed 
120 minutes in any one week.

But Mr. Thornton also wrote: “It 
is my opinion that a school board 
cannot arbitrarily ‘refuse permis
sion’ for a released time religious 
education program, assuming the 
parents of such child, or the guard
ian. have made application there
for in the manner prescribed by 
the statute.”

PHOENIX, Ariz.—(NC>—A bill 
authorizing a released time pro
gram for the religious instruction 
of students in the State’s public
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