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The Journey Begins
l^ast Sunday, on the eve of the opening of I^nt, 

season of prayer and penance, the Church read 
tn her children the Gospel narrative telling how 
Christ summoned the twelve chosen disciples to 
set out with him on a journey of which f^ent is 
to be. in effect, a commemoration. Behold." He 
said, “we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things 
that have been written through the prophets con
cerning the Son of Man will be accomplished. For 
He will be mocked and scourged and spit upon; 
and after they have scourged Him they will put 
him tn death, and on the third day He will rise 
again” These words are now addressed to us, 
Christ s followers of today, foi we are called upon 
to accompany Him, just as the disciples did. as the 
events by which the Redemption was wrought are 
re-enacted.

The disciples, the Gospel says, did not under
stand the things Christ described; they knew, of 
course, of the prophecies, and they knew, too, 
that their fulfillment was certain, but how could 
their finite minds grasp this working out of the eter
nal design of God, for which the centuries had 
been waiting? And how can we. amid the distrac
tions and cares that fill our lives, keep a dear 
realization nf the overwhelming fact that Christ 
died for man's Redemption, unless we take part, 
step by step, in the annual commemoration of that 
journey to Jerusalem for Christ's suffering, and 
death, and burial, and Resurrection?

So on Wednesday Catholics throughout the world 
had their heads marked with ashes Io identify 
them as humble, penitent followers of the Savior, 
setting out to re-live and meditate upon the events 
by which they were redeemed. We have come 
apart from the world, with its boastfulness and 
pretense; the ashes symbolize our abandonment of 
worldliness and self indulgence, in favor of self
denial and spiritual living. During the six weeks 
nf I^ent we arc to keep especially close to Christ, 
and in His presence we shall find the grace we need 
to preserve in righteousness and to deepen our 
spirituality.

I<ent is. indeed, a time of grace, and St. Paul 
urges us, in Sunday's Epistle, “not to receive the 
Grace of God in vain.” “Behold,” he continues, 
•‘now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation ... let us conduct ourselves in 
much patience ... in fastings ... in kindness, 
tn the Holy Spirit, in unaffected love . . . with 
the armnr of justice on the right hand and on 
the left . . ." This “acceptable time” is not to be 
marked by any grudging, complaining obedience 
tn the formal restrictions placed upon our appetites, 
hut by a willing, zealous determination to con
quer our weaknesses.

The Gospel of the first Sunday of I amt reminds 
us that Christ set us an example by withdrawing 
from the world: He fasted forty days and forty 
nights in the desert, and it is in imitation of H.m 
that we are expected to devote a period of the same 
length of training ourselves in selfcontrol and 
self-denial. And if we find the battle is hard, be
cause the temptations are strong, we need not be 
surprised, for the Gospel tells us that the devil 
dared to tempt Christ Himself, with cunning appeals 
to pride, such as so often lure men into sin. “All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me,” said Satan, and how many men 
and women have yielded to this evil promise, en
dangering their faith anil their eternal salvatiion, 
because they are so eager for worldly possessions 
and worldly power and worldly honor! But Christ’s 
replies to the tempter tell us how our temptations 
arc to be overcome: "Not by bread alone does 
man live, but by every word that comes forth from 
the mouth of God . . . Thou shall not tempt the 
Ixird thy God . . . Begone. Satan, for it is written 
‘The Lord thy God shall thou worship, and Him only 
shalt thou serve’.”

Meditation upon these truths will sustain us 
ax we move along the road of our Lenten journey 
for this is the word of God, providing the solution 
for our trials and cares, and providing the solution, 
too, from all the errors that have the world con
fused and frightened today.

Their Plight Is Our Concern
The beginning of lx»nl has been fittingly chosen 

tn remind you of the religious needs of the Negroes 
and Indians ol this country. For this holy season 
Is set apart for serious thought and prayer and 
seif demal that we may bettei realize the meaning 
of our Blessed Redeemer’s sufferings and death 
for others as well as for ourselves All men He 
embraced in His mighty love AH. too. should be 
included in our love. Committed to us in a special 
manner, by providential dispensation, is the spit 
dual welfare of the Negroes and the Indians who 
dwell among us

Their plight, we who have received God’s favors 
so abundantly can regard only with deep concern. 
Anxiety must lay hold upon us when we relied 
that out of fifteen million Negroes fewer than 
half • million share the privileges of our ho’y 
religion

Although progress of the Faith has been rel
atively greater among the Indians, nevertheless, 
two out of three survivors of this race are still not 
Catholics, Today, four hundred and fifty years 
since the Cross was first raised in the new world, 
more than two hundred thousand Indians arc out
side their Saviour’s fold.

Rut most of the missionaries have as yet con 
gregations which arc too small or too poor in this 
world's goods to support the church that servos 
them, to say nothing about their school where their 
children are instructed and trained in their relig 
ion. It is these small destitute missions, many of 
them still in their infancy, that your contributions 
will keep alive and enable to grow m size and 
strength.

For the Prisoner
The spiritual and corporal works of mercy arc 

the very trade mark of Christianity. They should 
flourish with particular intensity during the holy 
reason of I>cnt. Charity toward the afflicted, 
whether it be for one destitute spiritually or tem
porarily, is the essence of a Christ-like life. In the 
great ages of Faith it was understood that those 
suffering were to be aided And to the Christian 
who is able to see Christ in his fellow-man, there 
is no limit or discrimination as to whom he should 
love and help.

Tn this connection there comes tn mind the 
closing words of the Holy Father's discourse to the 
Catholic jurists of Italy. The third part of that 
lengthy discourse has just been released. The Sov
ereign Pontiff, dealing with guilt and punishment, 
turns his thoughts to the words of Sacred Scrip
ture: “I was in prison and you visited me . . . As 
long as you did it for one of these the lea^t of my 
brethren, you did it for me."

The Holy Father proposes as the ideal, the gift of 
oneself for the spiritual salvation and purification 
of the prisoner. We go to the guilty one in such 
wise as to see. honor and love him in the Ixird, 
and even so to liken oneself to him as to put oneself 
spiritually in the place of the man in convict’s 
garb. This goodness of Christ can give the condemn
ed prisoner support and assistance in order to 
come forth from the wretched servitude of pun
ishment and acquire once again liberty and interior 
peace.

This is a Christ-like attitude: this the love of 
Christ in action. Because it has not flourished, the 
so-called “ex-cons” know that there is little hope for 
them “back out” in society. What hope they have 
is through being able to completely .hide their 
identity and former failings.

lust Among Ourselves
Pasting Commant Considered or Inconsiderate

Here we go. with hardly a perceptible shift of 
gears, into the great road of penance and self-denial. 
Ix>nt, for the lover of Christ, is not vastly different 
from other days and seasons. It is a time,—as 
every day is a time,—for taking up the Cross and 
following Our Lord. I-ent merely intensifies our 
effort, and schools us in the real business of life; 
it does not vary the effort or change the business.

♦ * ♦

Yet. because of the intensity of its training
schedule, Ijcnt is a time to notice the sharp oppo
sition that exists hetwef’h the tenets of this world 
we live in and the teachings of Christ and His 
Church. To begin with, we have the declaration 
of Our Ixird that worldliness is satanic; He rejects 
it utterly: “The prince of this world (Satan) cometh, 
and in Me he hath not anything.” To the inquiring 
Pilate. Christ declared that His kingdom is not of 
this world.

The world is full of many things that may serve 
a man's use, convenience, and even pleasure. These 
things are goods of the second and third order of 
importance; it is only yhen they are raised nut of 
their true place and put into the position nf First 
Things that they embody the religion of worldli
ness which comes straight out of hell.

« * ♦

Road to Destruction

Consider what Shylock calls a harmless, neces
sary cat. Even in old Egypt the cat was once a 
household pet; first a pleasing and playful kitten, 
and then an aloof star-boarder. But when the cat 
was taken out of its proper place among the minor 
items or symbols of normal domestic life; when 
it was lifted from the hearthstone to the altar, 
then it began to symbolize the disorder of soul 
which is called worldlinrss—that is, false religion.

» * ♦

And notice that there is no change in the cat. 
Petted as a househpld favorite, or cursed as a house
hold pest, or worshipped as a household god, the 
cat is still the same harmless little animal, still 
capable of occupying its normal place in the normal 
cat-loving home, and of heing blocked sternly 
out of the others. The horrible change that occurred 
in old Egypt was not a change in eats, but in 
Egyptians.

♦ a ♦

Now. it seems unlikely that, in our day, there 
will arise anv form of animal worship to degrade 
the body politic. Yet. it would not be too much to 
say that what was once true of the cal may, with 
us, become true of the car. Vt e are in no danger, 
at this moment, of falling down to worship a whis
kered pet, or rather of using the pet to symbolize 
an invisible thing which we do worship. \et we 
are in danger,—and some of us have long succumbed 
to the danger,—of actually worshipping what is 
symbolized by the car, or by any of the ultra-lux
urious things that we mortgage our very lives to 
acquire.

♦ ♦ •

And that is the core and essence of worldliness, 
lhe religion of this world, of which Satan is the 
ruling prince. The main tenet of this religion.— 
for worldliness is a very real and very demanding 
religion,—is that man's fulfillment .consists in 
ease, abundance of funds, pleasure, style, social po
sition, and the admiration of his associates. These 
are things after which* the heathen seeks, in every 
age. with stress, now' on this and now on the other 
item in the list. Notice that each of the items is, in

WASHINGTON LETTER

Christian Issues Are Involved
WASHINGTON There is a 

Christian aspect to the Formosa 
controversy.

This may come as a shock to 
some people, because it has not 
been emphasized in the declara
tions of our leaders in the col
umns of the secular press.

But the Christian issue i s 
there, and it raises the question 
why the same issue has not been 
faced more frankly in a large 
number of other world prob
lems.

The matter comes up here, be
cause of a notable letter written 
by Sir Arnold Lunn, interna
tionally famous British Catholic 
writer, which has appeared in 
The Times of I^ondon. The let
ter, which has come to attention 
in this country, is a£ follows:

“Sir: — There are two aspects 
of the Formosa controversy on 
which it would be interesting to 
elicit Mr. Attlee's (Labour Party 
leader) views. We remember the 
indignation professed by the La
bour Party when thousands of 
citizens of democratic Czecho
slovakia were transferred to Nazi

Germany. Are those who were so 
eloquent in denouncing Munich 
really prepared to hand over the 
citizens of Formosa to a dictator
ship as rigid as that of Hitler?

“The second aspect of this con
troversy is more important. The 
evidence placed before Mr. Att
lee of religious persecution in 
China is decisive. Are there no 
convinced Christians in the 
House of Commons who are pre
pared to protest against the 
transference of the Christians of 
Formosa to a Government of per
secuting atheists? Have the pho
tographs of Christians in Indo
China, fleeing from the Com
munists, touched no hearts?

“Yours truly.
“Arnold Lunn.”

Sir Arnold is known here \o 
feel that some Members of Par
liament “are terrified of ever 
mentioning” the interests of the 
Church or of Christianity in gen
eral. He has told friends that he 
feels about them “much as Al
exander Selkirk felt about the 
animals on the desert island. 
‘Their tameness is shocking to 
me.’ ”

The situation is nnt quite the 
same in this country, where at 
least some legislators have not 
hesitated to speak out on the 
moral aspects of issues and on 
the interests of the Church and 
of Christianity.

But there has been a notice
able lack of emphasis on the 
Christian aspects of the Formosa 
situation, except in the Catholic 
press and in the talks of Catho
lic Bishops and priests. Almost 
all that the general public has 
heard about the matter relates 
to the military problems involv
ed and to the threat that it holds 
for involvement in war.

The United States is the key 
country, and the hope of the 
Free World, insofar as Formosa 
is concerned. We have held to 
a firm policy there so far, but 
there is apprehension in the 
world lest we change.

It is to be hoped that our atti
tude is always the proper one. 
It can be, if we pay more, and 
not less, heed to the Christian 
considerations involved in this 
situation of world importance.

LOHS E. Hl DENZ
itscl|l, harmless enough, even good. These items 
are good cats, they are very bad gods.

♦ ♦ ♦

If you wish to know what really interests the 
American of today, what holds his heait in ic lig- 
ious thrall, cither listen to him talk, or listen to 
the talk that he is willing to hear. Turn on radio 
or TV; pick up a current magazine and leaf through 
the ads. There you have preached to you and 
printed for you the very gospel of modern world- 
li.iess. There you have the strong, constant appeal, 
sometimes fantastic in its energy of expression, to 
buy what you cannot afford; to go at once into 
debt; to indulge in a pleasure or ostentation “That 
will keep you grinding and grubbing months or 
years to pay lor Even worldliness, preaching ease, 
imposes harsh penance—only it is an unprofitable 
penance.

* * *
“Seek ye first the Kingdom.” says Christ. The 

world uses the very same words. But the Kingdom 
of Chiist’S preaching is heaven. The kingdom pro
claimed by the world is this earth. Christ is able 
to promise that if wo live as we ought.—using the 
means He has provided for us to rise from sin. to 
keep from sin. and to advance in virtue, we shall 
not lack needful goods of this world. But the world 
is able to promise nothing, not even spccess in 
attaining the ideals it sets before us.

♦ • •
Christ appeals to our strength; the world ap

peals to our weakness. Cast in the image of God, 
the human creature, by original sin, has been weak
ened The world would pamper that weakness, in
creasing it unto final destruction. Christ, supplying 
grace by His redeeming work and His Church, 
would have us regain pristine vigor and bring it 
to fulfillment in eternal joy. The world preaches 
(he flesh—-“Live according to the flesh, and die-” 
Christ preaches the spirit. “If by lhe spirit you mor
tify the deeds of the flesh, you shall live!”

* * *
And threfore we fast, and abstain, and attend 

lenten devotions, and hear daily Mass, and renew 
our fervor for the sacraments, not because certain 
foods or amounts of foods have become suddenly 
bad, or because secular recreation has become sin
ful. No; we follow the regimen of I^ent to keep 
our vision clear and our scale of values correctly 
balanced. We strive to block the intrusion of sec
ondary things upon the domain of What Comes 
First. If we find that the intrusion has already 
begun, we check it; wfe repel it, even at the cost of 
a painful spiritual operation.

• * *
Thus the essential effort of Lent is a positive 

effort, not merely a negative one. We do not 
merely keep away from things; we keep away from 
lesser things that greater ones may ne positively 
possessed. I^ent teaches us to give up that we may 
attain; the hand that would be filled with gold 
must first drop the dross that now fills it. Ix>nl 
shows us Our Lord and God, by supreme and per
fect self-renunciation, winning eternal opportunity 
for all men.

Malenkov Resigns: H e Back Up
Ours is an historical period in 

which a great paradox prevails; 
The powerful United States re
peatedly persuaded to back down
before the 
weak Soviet 
power.

Nothing ex
emplifies this 
more vividly 
than the events 
of February ft. 
On that day. 
Dictator Mal
enkov resign
ed from his 
post because 
of internal 
cultics. But it '

Soviet d if fit 
as on that very

day that the United States was 
presenting the Chinese Reds with 
the strategic Tachen Islands. Mai 
enkov admitted that the clumsy 
Soviet economy was unable tn 
produce adequately in agriculture 
and in heavy industry. But the 
Neto York Timex of February 
8 was congratulating us on the 
fact that the Chinese Reds were
graciously accepting the evacuat
ed islands without firing a shot
at our Seventh Fleet.
"Ev*cuator»“ not "Emancipators”

The operations in the Far 
East proved a bit too much even 
for Joseph Alsop. He cabled tn 
the New York Herald Tribune 
of February 9: “It is wonderful
ly inspiring to see the armed 
might »of the United States de
ployed for battle But it is also 
a bit dispiriting to know that 
the purpose of this great show 
of force is to make sure that the 
enemy is given an important 
strategic position.” And he quot
ed one of ftie naval men engag
ed in the evacuation as saying: 
“We used to have great emanci
pators hut now 1 guess we've got 
great evacuators.”

Mr. Alsop is quoted here be
cause he has been so conspicuous 
in the past in favoring the for- 

. ces of appeasement in this coun
try, His present words are the 
more pointed because the Daily 
Worker of February 10 admits 
the internal economic difficul

ties of the Soviet regime. Will
iam Z. Foster almost dolefully 
states: “Whatever internal chang
es may come from the shift in 
Soviet leadership, regarding the 
development of heavy industry 
and agriculture, time alone will 
tell.”

That is quite an admission of 
Soviet incompetency. The Com
munists are generally shouting 
that the Soviet dictatorship is 
“invincible.” But these true 
facts are given by the Commun
ist leaders to their followers in 
order to spur the latter on tn 
forwarding the real secret of So
viet success, the peneration of 
our thinking.

“Two Major Istuat"
Thus the leading editorial in 

the Daily Worker of February 
10 stimulates the comrades to go 
out and spread the following fic
tion: Foreign Minister Molotov 
was “being 'tough' about two ma
jor issues which have led to re
cent sharpening of world tension. 
One is the move to rearm West
ern Germany. The other is occu
pation of Formosa and other Chi
nese islands by US armed forces 
in violation of the Cairo agree
ment. But is the arming of the 
new Wehrmacht headed by the 
Nazi general staff a policy worth 
defending? . . . And is Chiang 
^Kai-shek’s residence in Formosa 
worth a single American life?”

In the space of one paragraph 
there could scarcely be a more 
extensive tissue of falsehoods. 
The Cairo agreement was precise
ly that solemn pact under which 
the United States guaranteed the 
integrity of the China of Chiang 
Kai-shek. It was the United 
States, through Soviet brain
washing, which betrayed that 
pact in presenting the arsenal 
of Manchuria to the Kremlin in 
the Yalta agreement.

Sam* Old Off-Key Tune
The whole absurd contention 

that the German people are per
petually "militaristic” and “pro
Nazi” is counted upon hy Soviet 
Russia and its fifth column to 
stampede us into a surrender of

our defenses in Europe. The 
question about Formosa not be
ing "worth a single American life” 
is merely a repetition of what 
was raised successfully by the 
Communists in regard to Korea 
and to Indo-China. '

Later on, the questions will be 
“Are the Philippines worth fight
ing for? Is Hawaii worth defend
ing? Is Alaska worth an effort?" 
That has been the tune from 
Yalta to Formosa—a tune that is 
off-key, because the Soviet Pow
er will not wage a frontal war 
against us if we actually stand 
firm.

Nevertheless, we will shortly 
hear this question widely dis
cussed in the daily press. For 
what the Communists initiate 
most of our secular press has a 
peculiar habit of taking up.

Disastrous Measures
There is talk about “two Chi

nas,” which would prepare the 
way for Red China's being ad
mitted to the United Nations and 
then using that post to take over 
Formosa. There are ominous sug
gestions that the United States 
should compel Chiang Kai-shek 
to abandon his defenses of Que- 
moy and Matsu.

These would be disastrous 
measures. But the Communists 
have their old theme song “Nego
tiations” to lure us on. The Daily 
Worker of February 10 concludes 
its editorial: “Clearly and un
equivocally the new Soviet gov
ernment has said it is ready to 
sit down with us and settle all 
outstanding questions. Ameri
cans will prefer the conference 
table to H-bomb devastation.” 
This is the old story of frighten
ing us to death, which has led 
to American surrender after sur
render.

If Mr. Eisenhower would at 
last take a stand against the pres
ent policy of drift, he would be
come a greater President than 
he was a general. We can do our 
part in helping him by urging 
Washington to face realities and 
end the retreat before Soviet 
thrcateningi.

Inquiry Corner
----------------- Lather Healey-----------------

Q. Is there any set day for us
ing the various mysteries of 
the rosary?

A. There is no absolute rule 
for use of the various mysteries. 
For public relations, however, 
the prevailing custom or tradi
tion seems to call for the joyful 
mysteries on Monday and Thurs
day, the sorrowful on Tuesday 
and Friday and the glorious on 
Wednesday and Saturday. Ac
cording to Monsignor Sullivan’s 
“Externals of the Catholic 
Church” the mysteries on Sun
day should vary with the season: 
“On Sundays the mysteries as
signed will depend upon the sea
son of the year. During Advent 
and after Christmas the joyful 
should be meditated upon; dur
ing Lent, the sorrowful; during 
the rest of the year, the glori
ous.”

Q. What were some of the 
first Catholic publications in 
the United States?

A. According to the National 
Catholic Almanac the first Cath
olic publication of a strictly re
ligious nature was the “United 
States Catholic Miscellany”, 
established June 5, 1822 by Bish
op John England. It continued 
until the time of the Civil War. 
Among the others in the early 
days of the Catholic Press were: 
The “Catholic Press” of Hart
ford (1829); The “Jesuit and 
Catholic Sentinel” and its suc
cessor, lhe “Jesuit Catholic 
Press” (1829-1830) in Boston; the 
“New York Register and Catholic 
Diary” in New York (1833); the 
“Shepherd of the Valley” in St. 
Louis (1832); the “Catholic Her
ald” of Philadelphia (1833) and 
the “Catholic Advocate” of 
Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1836.

Q. What is the meaning of 
“I.N.R.I” on a crucifix?

A. The inscription placed 
above the crucified Savior 
meant: Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews. It stands for the 
Isatin: lesus Nazaraenus, Rex 
ludaeorum. The account of this 
inscription is given in St. John’s 
Gospel (19:19-22)and tells of the 
objection of the chief priests 
who protested to Pilate. “Do not 
write, ‘the King of the Jews’ but, 
‘He said, I am the King of the 
Jews.’ ” Pilate’s answer is full 
of typical Roman irony: “What 
I have written. I have written.”

Q. Was the Spanish Inquisition 
typical of the medieval Church’s 
attitude toward heretics?

A. No. The Spanish Inquisition 
was set up with the approval of 
Pope Sixtus IV, but King Ferdi
nand converted it into a body 
which judged and punished crim

inal and civil caseK as well as 
matters of heresy. The whole 
question is more complicated 
than propagandistic Protestant 
historians and their readers have 
imagined. Even at its worst the 
Inquisition was the ONLY’ crim
inal court in Europe in which 
the application of torture was 
limited. A great many of those 
tried before the Inquisition and 
condemned to death were not 
heretics at aM, but persons who 
had committed crimes against 
the state law and would have 
been punished in the same (or a 
worse) way by any other court 
of the time. Many accounts of 
the Inquisition are basdd on a 
discredited four-volume history 
by a renegade priest (Juan An
tonio IJorente) who destroyed 
the stolen documents he used as 
source materials and so prevent
ed study* of them by other in
vestigators. As stated in one 
Catholic treatment of the sub
ject: The Spanish Inquisition at 
its worst was not as bad as its 
strongest critics claim; at its 
best, it left a great deal to be 
desired.

Q. In a commentary on the 
Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tales the commentator refers to 
the St. Christopher medal worn 
by the Yeoman as a talisman. 
Was 1 right in objecting to that 
name for it?

A. It seems to be difficult for 
men who write historical or lit
erary treatises on the Middle 
Ages to avoid unkind and in
accurate statements about Catho
lic belief and practice. While re
ligious medals have been used 
superstitiously it is not accurate 
to speak of them as though they 
were figures “cut or engraved un
der certain superstitious observ
ances of the heavens, supposed 
to act as a charm.” (Definition 
of talisman in Webster’s New 
Collegiate Dictionary) If objec
tion is made to such careless 
statements a Catholic student in 
a secular college is often accused 
of being too sensitive. Neverthe
less it is sometimes worthwhile 
to point out something that is 
obviously misrepresentative of 
Catholic practice. The Catholic 
Church has never attributed any 
magic or sanctioned superstitious 
practices in regard to sacrament- 
als. A St. Christopher medal has 
always represented as it does 
now a devotion to a real person, 
a saint in heaven with God, 
whose intercession we ask.

Send questions to Father Ed
ward F. Healy, Inquiry Corner, 
The Catholic Times, Box 636. Co
lumbus (16), Ohio.

MONSIGNOR HIGGINS

Time to Act is Now
Lincoln's Birthday, as was 

noted in last week’s release of 
this column, marked the 36th an

niversary o f 
the B i s h o p s’ 
Program of So- 
.•ial Reconstruc
tion. The im
portance of this 
docu m e n t in 
the history of 
t h e Catholic 
social action 
movement in 
the United 
States can 
hardly be ex
aggerated.

As Father John T. Ellis, well- 
known authority in the field of 
American Church history, re
marked recently in a series of 
public lectures at the Univer
sity of Chicago, it was so far in 
advance of its time and was con
sidered by many to be “so rad
ical” that the president of the 
National Association of Manu
facturers protested to Cardinal 
Gibbons against ‘‘partisan, pro
labor union, socialistic propagan
da under the official insignia of 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
America.”

Happily, the climate of eco
nomic and political thinking has 
changed for the better during 
the intervening decades. Most 
of the “socialistic propaganda” 
of the Bishops’ Program has long 
since been enacted into law by 
the federal government. And, as 
also noted in last week’s column, 
the program is now accepted by 
the majority of the American 
people as a moderate program 
of social reform.

Somewhat Parallel Statue
The favorable reception a<\ 

corded the Bishops’ Program is 
a matter for rejoicing. It should 
be noted, however, that the doc
ument is of more than merely 
historical interest at the present 
time. Still a sound guide to the 
problems of social reform and 
social reconstruction, it is not by 
any means a dead letter.

The original Foreword to the 
Bishops’ Program opened as fol
lows: “The ending of the Great 
War has brought peace. But the 
only safeguard of peace is social 
justice and a contented people. 
The deep unrest so emphatically 
and so widely voiced throughout 
the world is the most serious 
menace to the future peace of 
every nation and of the entire 
world. Great problems face us. 
They cannot be put aside; they 
must be met and solved with 
justice to all.”

Thirty-six years later our own 
generation finds itself in a some
what parallel situation. We. too, 
are living in the prolonged after
math of a global war far more 
ghastly and destructive than the 
UrsL Nox has lhe ending of lhe

second conflict “brought peace” 
in any real sense of the word. 
We of this generation have no 
peace to “safeguard.” Ours is the 
more difficult task of creating 
the conditions and developing 
the economic and political insti
tutions prerequisite to the estab
lishment of genuine peace among 
the nations of the world.

Unfinished Business
In this respect, at least, our 

world—the world of 1955 — is 
more perilously situated than was 
the world of 1919. In other re
spects, however, the United 
States is probably more fortunate
ly situated today than it was at 
the time the Bishops’ Program 
was released.

We still have a long way to 
go, but we have made enough 
progress in the field of legisla
tion and in the organization of 
labor unions to warrant our con
centrating most of our attention 
now on what might be called tha 
unfinished business of the Bish
ops’ Pregram. In other words, 
having effected a great number 
of specific “reforms,” we are now 
in a position to give our atten
tion to that fundamental “recon
struction” of the social order 
which is called for so insistently 
in Pius Xi’s encyclical Quadra- 
gesimo Anno, and in many of the 
pronouncements of our present 
Holy Father Pope Pius XII.

The “reconstruction” of the 
social order—as recommended in 
the social'encyclicals—calls for 
a democratically organized sys
tem of cooperation between la
bor, management, agriculture 
and the professions in a joint ef
fort to establish order and sta
bility and justice in an economic 
system which, for too many 
years, has drifted along without 
adequate moral direction and 
control and, to some extent, is 
still distributing its phenomenal 
benefits unevenly and inequit
ably.

More True Today
This long-range approach tn 

the Christian reconstruction of 
the social order was not specific
ally advocated by the Bishops 
in their 1919 pronouncement. At 
that time it was thought that 
‘such an undertaking would be 
a waste of time as regards im
mediate needs and purposes 
for no important group or sec
tion of the American people is 
ready to consider a program of 
this magnitude.”

We are reminded, however, in 
the Introduction to the 20th an
niversary edition of the Bishops’ 
Program that “that reason no 
longer holds.” Conditions have 
improved to such an extent that 
“a program of this magnitude” 
can be and should be proposed 
today and should be acted upon 
m rapidly as possible.


