
Five State Legislatures 
Act on Indecent Books

No less than five State legislative bodies have taken ac
tion on censorship and anti-obiectionable literature proposals 
to highlight the many late developments in this field.

The Maryland House of Delegates has passed a motion 
picture censorship bill and sent it on to the Senate. The 
House vote on the bill, which ex
empted newsreels from censorship, 
was 115 to 0.

Bills that would oust offensive 
comics and books from newsstands 
have also been introduced in the 
legislatures of Indiana, Rhode Is
land, New York and Connecticut.

Other late developments are 
these:

A city-wide campaign spear
headed by the student council of 
the Springfield (Ohio) Catholic 
Central High School has resulted 
In an ordinance adopted by the 
City Commission banning the 
sale, display or possession of ob
scene or crime glorifying publi
cations. The ordinance is aimed 
at any publication which, read 
as a whole, is of an obscene na
ture.
An amusement house owner has 

been found guilty on 15 or 16 
counts in Seattle, Wash., for show
ing obscene motion pictures and 
sentenced to 18 months and fined 
$2,000.

One hundred Catholic mothers 
of Chicago are carrying on a sur
vey to test the effectiveness of 
the new Comic Book Code. The 
group will send the results of their 
survey to Judge Charles F. Mur
phy, code administrator, in New 
York.

The Los Angelas (Calif.) Coun

ty Board of Supervisors has ban
ned the sale of comic books de
picting crime and violence. In 
Salem, Ohio, an ordinance de
signed to do the same thing has 
received its first reading in the 
City Council.
Elsewhere, the board of direc

tors of the Wisconsin Pharmaceu
tical Association has urged its 
members to sell only books which 
carry the approval of the recently 
established Comic Code office.

As the result ot a recent protest 
by the children of Holy Trinity 
School to the mayor of McKees
port, Pa., the city fathers are look
ing into the legal possibility of us
ing a 22-year-old ordinance to 
crack down on indecent comic book 
sales.

Two Indiana cities, Gary and 
Hammond, are waiting to see what 
action the State legislators will 
take on the anti-dirty reading bill 
before that body before they take 
action on the bills now pending 
before their city councils.

In Philadelphia, two big maga
zine distributors have pledged co
operation with a Citizens’ Council 
for Clean Comics. The dealers have 
promised not to sell publications 
that are on the council’s list Qf 
about 60 comic books.
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Two College Nuns 
To Attend Meeting

Sister Maris Stella, O.P., and Sis
ter Mary Lisa, O.P., will repre
sent the College of St. Mary of the 
Springs at a Cleveland Music Meet
ing, Mar. 5-8.

“Music in Education” will be 
the theme of the Fifteenth Bien
nial Meeting of the North Central 
Music Educators Conference. The 
Ohio Unit of the National Cath
olic Music Educators will hold a 
joint meeting and luncheon. Sister 
Maris Stella is vice-president of 
the diocesan unit.

The Conference will feature 
workshops, exhibits, demonstra
tions. lectures and programs. In 
addition to joint programs by va
rious professional groups there will 
be a panorama of music from 
Cleveland schools, an Ohio All
state High School Band, and Ohio 
Intercollegiate Band and a concert 
by the Cleveland Symphony Or
chestra.
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Seven members of the John F. Hinnebusch family of Pittsburgh, Pa., belong to the Dominican Or
der, four as priests and three as nuns. Left to right, standing, Father Frederick, O.P.; Father William 
A., J.P.P.; John F. Hinnebusch, their father. Father Gerard Paul, O.P., and Father Albert Louis, O.P. 
Seated, Sister Regina Ann. O.P.; Sister Leocadia, O.P., and Sister Mary Paul, O.P.

Increase of Indecent Films
Blamed on Apathetic Adults

The apathetic attitude of many adult Catholics was blamed this week for the rising 
tide of films forbidden by the National Legion of Decency.

Father Kenneth L. Harris, who is Bishop John K. Mussio’s representative for the Le
gion of Decency, chastised those who have not written to their state legislator asking for a 
strict movie censorship law. In an ------------------------------------------------—-----------------------------------------
interview for the Steubenville 
Register, Father Harris asserted:

“Don’t blame everything on the 
home. Don’t blame everything 
on the movies or maga
zines or books. Don’t blame it all 
on the Communists or the times we 
live in. Blame every adult who 
does nothing about all these things. 
Above all, don’t blame youth.

“We have seen more condemn
ed movies and very objection
able ones than ever before hit 
our local theater screens. Yet, 
far from writing our protests to 
the owners of these theatrical 
dens, many have stood in line to 
buy their products. Thus, we 
have by our action or inaction 
insured the coming of more so- 
called 'educational, realistic, un
censored' films."

Of Interest
To Women

The Phi Kappa Fraternity Moth
ers’ Club will hold its monthly 
luncheon and games party at the 
fraternity house, 98 E. 14th Ave., 
Wednesday, Mar. 2, at 1 p. m.

DENNISON—At the February 
meeting of the Altar Society of 
Immaculate Conception parish, 
Mrs Ann Grygo and Mrs. Chris 
Saggio were introduced as new 
members.

Committee reports were given 
by Mrs. Betty Still on PTA, and 
by Mrs. Charles Hayes on social 
action. Catholic Press Month was 
discussed in the president’s mes
sage. Mrs. John Dotto and her 
committee served lunch.

The St. Francis Romana Society 
will meet Wednesday, Mar. 2. at 
8:00 p. m. at 581 S. High St. Mrs. 
Elmer Stehle and Mrs. Earl Butts 
will serve as hostesses for the so
cial hour following the business 
meeting

COSHOCTON — Mrs. Gerald’ 
Shuck read Mrs. William Mar
tin’s paper on “California Mis
sions” when the Spalding Club 
met in the home of Mrs. Albert 
T. Royer this month. The next 
meeting will be held in two 
weeks at the home of Mrs. Shuck.

The St. Agatha Women’s Club 
and parish council will meet Wed
nesday, Mar. 2 at 8:15 p.m. in the 
school auditorium when the guest 
speaker will be Dr. Irene Jasavicus 
who will address the members on 
the subject “Behind the Iron Cur
tain.” Hostesses for the meeting in
clude Mrs. Alfred Craft, Mrs. Frank 
B. Lombard, Mrs. John Thomas, 
Mrs. Arthur Kempel, Mrs. John F. 
Grout and Mrs. E. A. Durbin.

Social chairmen for the evening 
will be Mrs. Robert Southworth and 
Mrs. R. C. Kent. They will be assist
ed by Mrs. William Craine, Mrs. 
Charles Hess. Mrs. Leo Kazmerzak, 
Mrs. Richard Zimmer and Mrs. 
Jean Irish. Program chairman Mrs. 
P. J. Ostendord and her committee 
will conduct an acquaintance pro
gram during which members of the 
audience will be given an oppor
tunity to get better acquainted.

The priest-critic, who is vice 
principal of Steubenville Catholic 
Central High School, also discussed 
the widespread concern over the 
nation’s juvenile delinquency prob
lem.

“There are many causes,” he 
disclosed, “but no one should 
blame our young people for what 
they do wrong. For the most part, 
they are as good as they ever were. 
They have not changed. Youth still

Local Student
Places Fourth in
State Contest

Alfred Benny. 17-year-old High 
school senior at the Pontifical Col
lege Jos'ephinum, was among the 
top winners in a statewide essay 
contest, it was announced this 
week.

Young Benny placed fourth in 
the annual school press project, 
sponsored by the Ohio State Tuber
culosis society. There were 151 en-

Alfrad Benny

tries from 87 schools in 20 Ohio 
counties.

His award winning 900-word es
say was entitled, “This Is Tubercu
losis: A Modern Christmas Carol.”

The youth, who is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred C. Benny of 
Altoona, Pa., will begin his prep
aration for the priesthood this 
September in the college depart
ment of the Jcsephinum.
He won the right to compete in 

the state contest in winning a third- 
place prize in competition spon
sored by the Tuberculosis Society 
of Columbus and Franklin County. 
County winners included Roman 
J. Kehres, a junior at the Jose- 
phinum, fourth place; and Bar
bara Sthmitzer of St. Joseph Acad
emy, fifth place.

Four Catholic schools took part 
in the local contest. They were St. 
Mary of the Springs, St. Joseph 
Academy, St. Mary’s High School 
and Josephinum.

KITTY LITTER
Pet Supplies

CLINTONVILLE
FEED STORE

10 E. Longview Ave LA 4863

comes from the hands of God as 
good and fine as ever. Blame this 
modern generation of grown-ups 
who have trained or neglected the 
youth of 1955.”

The times have “made it easy for 
youth to sin,” said Father Harris. 
“Sell him comic books openly de
signed to be sneaked into the 
classroom; let our newsstands be 
filled with magazines and books 
like Facts of Life for Children; let 
our screens run wild with such 
films as Mom and Dad, She 
Shoulda Said No, French Peep 
Show, Girls Marked Danger, The 
Moon Is Blue, and The French 
Line.

"Do all these things if you 
want to. But don't howl about 
youth when they are hailed into 
courts for rape, murder, theft. 
Don't blame them. We reap what 
we sow. . . . Give a teenager a 
steady diet of modern novels to 
read that make light of marriage, 
of purity, of law and order, and 
you may just as well predict 
from the beginning what will be 
the results.
“Call modem writing ‘realistic,’ 

call it ‘fashionable,’ call it what 
you will. Young people cannot be 
expected to read such things and 
fight the temptations of adoles
cence at the same time. Don’t say 
that you read every book and mag
azine on the newsstands, but that 
you do not allow your children to 
do the same. What they see you 
do they will do and have done.

"Adults attire themselves In 
skimpy drass, applaud bathing 
beauty contests, laugh at sug
gestive scenes in movies, give 
free rein to untrained minds of 
youth—and then cry 'halt!' when 
young people follow their exam
ple by actions. They may as well 
beat their arms against the fall
ing snow, for all the good It will
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Parent - Teacher Associations
Tbe St Aloysius PTA will meft 

Sunday, Feb 27, at 2.30 p. m. in 
the school annex. A film on safety 
will bfe shown.

DENNISON-Members of the 
St. Mary PTA heard Mary Kath
ryn Smith, child psychologist, 
discuss, the work of the County 
Health Guidance Center of Dover 
at their February meeting.

Mrs. Albert Green, president, 
conducted the business meeting 
and announced that nominations 
of officers would be held at the 
next session on Mar. 10.

CHILLICOTHE—The film “Op
eration Doorstep,” showing the 
Las Vegas atomic tests conducted 
last April, was viewed by members 
of the St. Mary Catholic Central 
High PTA at their February meet
ing. Mr. Richard Downing, Ross 
County Civil Defense Director, was 
on hand to describe the organiza
tion and function of his office.

A nominating committee was ap
pointed to draw up a slate of can
didates for the next election of 
officers. The committee includes 
Father Raphael Rodgers, pastor; 
Sister Annia, Mrs. Fred Carter.

do thorn."
The priest then made these rec

ommendations: 1) Stop mouthing 
with lip service the prayer to St. 
Michael "to defend us in battle, 
while we sit by and let the world 
go to hell.” 2.) Stay away from 
movies that are objectionable even 
in part. 3.) Read carefully and 
save and consult the movie clas
sification lists that appear in Ca
tholic publications.

“Hollywood is set to put more 
and more sexy films into our the
aters,” Father predicted. “You will 
be seeing Underwater, Carmen 
Jones, The Americano, Battle Cry, 
and many other objectionable-in
part films soon. Yes, Hollywood 
has plenty of plans for your 
pocketbooks.

“Even when they advertise films 
“For Adults Only,” though, don’t 
set a bad example for youth by 
attending them. When they cry ‘ed
ucational,’ don’t go to see them. 
Let them cry. ‘Don’t say home and 
stay dumb!’ Stay home.”

---------------- o----------------

Mrs. Frank Nichols and Joseph An
derson.

PORTSMOUTH—Father Louis 
G. Weitzman, SJ., Ph.D., former 
professor of sociology at the In
stitute of Social Sciences in St. 
Louis, and presently director of 
retreats at Manresa, Bloomfield 
Hills, Mich., discussed juvenile 
delinquency at the February 
meeting of the Notre Dame High 
School PTA.

Father Weitzman pointed out 
that 49 out of every 50 children 
under 18 have never been 
brought before juvenile courts. 
In the course of his remarks he 
stressed the fact that newspa
pers, movies and television place 
temptation in front of youth to 
an extent not known before in

sistant pastor; Sister Joseph Mai 
rie, Edward Young .nd Mrs Paul 
Donnelly.

The group scheduled a rummage 
sale for Feb. 24, 25 and 26 and 
announced that the next meeting 
will be held Mar. 10 at 7:30 in the 
school hall.

COSHOCTON — Msgr. Joseph 
McGlynn, pastor of Sacred Heart 
parish, presented a $50 savings 
bond to Rosemary Murphy, win
ner of the first prize in the 
youth leadership contest spon
sored by the Elks. The presenta
tion took place at the recent Sa
cred Heart PTA meeting.

Father Robert Gately, assistant 
pastor, addressed the group on 
the subject “Recreation for Cath
olic Students.”

history.
The potent force of example 

provided by the mother and fa
ther is needed to impress upon 
youth the sense of responsibil
ity required for good citizen
ship, Father Weitzman said.

DOVER — A panel discussion on 
the subject “Standard of Behavior” 
highlighted the recent meeting of 
the St. Joseph PTA. Mr. Max 
Krantz served as moderator and 
members of tbe panel included Fa
ther Pius Kaelin, O.F.M., Cap., as-

The attendance banner went to 
grades one and two. The next 
meeting will be held Mar. 14 
and will feature a panel dis
cussion on vocations.
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