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Priest Recalls Hardship in China
Fr. Boer io Once 
Was Prisoner of 
Japanese, CJiinese

The recent news stories re
porting the release of mission
ary priests by the Chinese 
have more than a passing in
terest to the new pastor of St. 
John the Baptist Church. For Fa
ther Antimo Boerio, P.I.M.E., a vet
eran missionary at 44, knows what 
it is like to be a political prisoner.

As a missionary in China from 
1935 to 1948, Father Boerio was 
held by both the Japanese and 
Chinese Nationalist governments 
for a total of three years. He also 
has felt the impact of the Chinese 
Reds’ conquest of China, having 
been forced to flee his mission sta
tion at Nanyang. when Communist 
armies surrounded the city.

From 1943 to the spring of 1945, 
Father Boerio was among 150 mis
sionaries (100 priests and 50 sis
ters) under house arrest by the 
Chinese government because they 
were aliens, whose countries tech
nically were at war with China.

“Our food was very scarce,” Fa
ther Boerio declared.

“For two years, we ate nothing 
but rice and vegetables.”

The priest, who said that the 
missionaries were restricted to a 
small town, likened his existence 
for the two-year period to life in 
a concentration camp When Italy 
capitulated, however. Father Boe
rio was freed, and permitted to re 
turn to his job as superintendent 
of mission schools in Nanyang.

Japanese troops mean while 
had gained control of Nanyang, 

The long-time friendship of Father Antimo Boerio, P.I.M.E., 
(left) and Fathe'* Nicholas Maestrini, P.I.M.E., (center) provincial 
superior of the Missionaries of SS. Peter and Paul, was renewed 
in Columbus Sunday. At a Solemn High High Mass in St. John the 
Baptist Church, Father Boerio was installed as pastor of St. John's, 
and Father Maestrini celebrated his silver jubilee in the priest
hood. Father Boerio succeeds Father Cnarles Sala, P.I.M.E. (right) 
as pastor. Father Sala is the new rector of SS. Peter and Paul Mis
sion Seminary at 324 E. N. Broadway, Columbus.

and soon after the priest's re
turn, he was once again placed 
under house arrest.

The end of World War II in Au
gust, 1945, brought Father Boerio’s 
release, but trouble was still ahead. 
Chinese Red armies surrounded 
Nanyang in 1947.

For a full year. Nanyang was 
ringed by Communist artillery, 

which bombarded the city every 
night. Chinese Nationalist planes 
delivered food packages regularly 
to the besieged populace, Father 
Boerio said

As the armies began closing in. 
the priest was flown to Hankow, 
and soon after found his way to 
Hong Kong, a free city There, he 
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7 Bishops, 40 Priests Held 
In Slovak Jail, Refugee Says;
Churches Razed in Yugoslavia

TRIESTE, Italy — (NC) — At least seven Bishops and 40 priests were imprisoned un
til recently in the dreaded penitentiary of Leopoldow, Slovakia, according to a highly trust
worthy refugee who has just arrived here.

The informant himself was imprisoned at Leopoldow for several years and was but 
recently released. Except for /our of the Bishops and some of the priests, all these victims
of communist persecution still are 
at Leopoldow.

The prison, according to this in
formant, is the jail for all promin
ent prisoners of Red Slovakia. Be
sides the Bishops and clergy, army 
leaders, politicians and business
men formerly holding positions of 
responsibility in their country, are 
among the prisoners. The prison 
also holds a number of communist 
officials who had the misfortune 
of incurring Moscow’s displeasure 
or simply were arrested under some 
pretext to make room for their 
rivals in the party.

Leopoldow prison has &en a 
large number of executions in re
cent years Best known among 
those executed was the former 
President of Sloxakia. Father Jos
eph Tjso

ine inmates are subjected to 
ruthless questioning to force in
formation from them about anti- 
Red underground activities they

are supposed to have participated 
in.

Recently the prison brutality has 
been relaxed somewhat, but for 
years the Bishops, priests and oth
er prisoners were given starvation 
rations. For months at a time they 
were allowed no outdoor exercise.

Many times prisoners had to 
sleep on cots without mattresses 
and blankets. The sick were rare
ly allowed to see the prison doc
tor. If they saw him, he pretend
ed to have no medicine for 
them. The guards “amused" them
selves by forcing the prisoners 
to do calisthenics for hours until 
they collapsed. No exceptions 
were made in the case of elderly 
Bishops

As a rule the priests were iso
lated from the other prisoners to 
prevent them from administering 
the Sacraments. Nevertheless the 
priests often managed to say Mass 

with hosts and wine smuggled into 
their cells by friendly guards. 
From time to time their cells were 
searched All breviaries, prayer 
books, rosaries, medals and other 
religious articles were confiscated 
and burned.

Regarding the present condi
tions o* the Church in Czechoslo
vakia the informant said that all 
Bishops still functioning and the 
clergy, too, are under the strict 
supervision of the communist 
department for ecclesiastical af
fairs All chancery mail is cen
sored. and both Bishops and pas
tors are spied upon by secret 
agents. Any priest expressing his 
loyalty for the Holy See is given 
a severe warning. If he does not 
change his mind, he is arrested. 
Loyalty to the Holy See is con
sidered "high treason."

The faithful who still crowd the
(Continued on Page 2)

Serra Club Gives $1000 for Vocations

The Serrans of Columbus, a group of Catholic man who seek to foster vocations to the priest- 
hoed celebrated their first birthday last week by presenting to Bishop Ready a check for $1000 
for the education of seminary candidates. Pictored as the presentation was made, are loft to right, 
Patrick Kirwin, Dr. Vincen' Ellerbrock, Edward Sherry, Monsignor Paul O'Dea, chaplain for the 
gro " Lynch, Dr. Thomas Wangler, Herman Jacobs, Bishop Ready Larry Lorms, John D.
Iguc 2rc:idcr>t; Edwa*d Smith, James Visintine, Leo Kletzly, Tad Makley and R. W. Bruelheide. Other 
me" <srs of the group not present are Kenneth Biehl, John Campion, Thomas Carroll, William Dunn, 
Dr Tbe-'as Hughes, Arthur Klee, Dr. William Mitchell, Frank Shea, John Crawford, Edward Bringard- 
r. Camobell.

The Sena Club ot Columbus 
cclcb ated its first birthday 
last week by giving $1000 to 
the Columbus Diocese for the 
education of candidates for the 
priesthood.

The gilt was presented to Bish
op Ready by John Igoe, president 
of the 24 member organization, in 
brief ceremonies at the Chancery, 
last Friday. Afterward, the group 
held its regular semi-monthly 
luncheon meeting at the Virginia 
Hotel.

The gift is the latest demonstra
tion of charity by the group of 
Catholic men who seek to foster 
vocations. To this end, Serrans 
have adopted a special vocation 
program for Parent-Teacher Asso
ciation meetings, and for altar boys 
and their parents.

Available to all PTA groups 
in Columbus, Mr. Igoe said, is a 
recorded talk on "Vocations in 
the HomA" The address, by 
Bishop Christopher Weldon of 
Springfield, Mass., tells parents 
what part they can play in nur

turing vocations among their 
children.

Serrans also pass out missal 
markers and cards containing pray
ers for vocations at these gather
ings.

Another project, Igoe added, is 
the showing of a 30-minute motion 
picture to altar boys and their par
ents. The sound film traces the de
velopment of a boy’s vocation.

Next spring, the Serrans will 
give an award to the outstanding 
altar boy in Columbus.

Official

To the Reverend Clergy, Religious, 
and Faithful of the Diocese of Columbus. 
My beloved Brethren:

Before we begin the month of the Most Holy Rosary I take 
this opportunity to urge you individually and as families to 
make this traditional Christian prayer to the blessed Mother 
of God an integral part of your daily lives.

There is * further reason for my writing to you about the 
Rosary. It is not to explain the meaning of this time-honored 
Christian devotion. You have known that from your first con
scious days in the Faith of Jesus Christ. It is not to impress 
upon you the importance of saying the Rosary devoutly. Saintly 
people who have preceded you have already pointed the way 
for you.

I ..peak here to you of the Rosary for our day — the day 
when Christianity and secularism strive for possession of the 
world and of each man’s souL The pace and the pressure of 
modern living is constantly on the increase. There is little time 
given for prayerful and decisive thought, for maturing spirit
uality, for reflection on those matters w'hich concern a man’s 
purpose in life and his eternal salvation. The fact remains that 
these areas of living may not be neglected.

An antidote to such abnormal pressure living is vitally im
portant. And I knuw nothing better to offer you than the Rosary 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Consider for a moment what you 
do when you pray the Rosary. First of all, there is the time 
element you must devote to this prayer It simply cannot be 
said unless you are willing to withdraw from the busy ness 
of your daily world for a period of time necessary to recite it 
properly. Further, you are engaged with words which are at the 
very core of the Catholic Faith. Words have power; they are a 
force, and in this instance a divine force, exercised on the 
person who uses them. Finally, the Rosary is a meditation on 
the basic mysteries ff’hich constitute the whole Christian econ
omy of life.

1 advise you, however, my dear brethren, that the mere reci
tation of the Rosary is not a mechanical cure-all for the spiritual 
and social ills of our time or any time in history. Long ago, the 
prophet, Isaias, sought to set man’s mind right on the attittude 
towards prayer: “This people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips glorify me, but their heart is far from 
me” (Isaias, xxix, 13).

I point out another important consideration for the Catholic 
in the modern world. The fervent Catholic will not be deterred 
from emphasizing the position of God’s holy Mother. Mary, in 
Christianity. He will not be ashamed to assign a position to her 
which many criticize as beyond reality, beyond what she rightly 
deserves. Here again, the Rosary is the answer to a ridiculing 
world. The Rosary lingers around Mary only because the very 
essence and center of her life is Christ We beseech our Blessed 
Mother, therefore, to bring us nearer to Christ in everyday life.

I nave said these things at ifune length with the prayerful 
hope that devotion to the Rosarj Sf Our Lady will be correctly 
evaluated and fully esteemed ift your life of daily prayer. It 
is with complete confidence in your humble and sincere faith 
in the Mother of God that I urge you to unite yourselves in 
prayer to Jesus and His Mother through daily Holy Mass, Holy 
Communion and the Rosary during this month of October.

May the Sor of Goa, Mary’s jon on earth, be our possession 
in this vale of tears and in eternal glory.

Devotedly in Christ, 
t MICHAEL J. READY 

Bishop of Columbus

Catholic Youth Week 
Set for Oct. 30-Nov. 6

The’fifth annual National Catholic Youth Week celebra
tion will be observed in the Diocese of Columbus beginning 
Sunday, Oct. 30 and closing on Sunday, Nov 6.

The local Council of Catholic Youth in proclaiming the
program for youth week urges ev
ery parish group, college and high 
school organization tb join forces 
in calling to the attention of the 
diocese the work of the Church for 
youth.

Concentrating upon spiritual 
values, the diocesen program 
calls for all young people of 
7th and 8th grade level, high 
school and young adults to re
ceive Holy Communion in their 
parish church Sunday, Oct. 30, 
the Feast of Christ the King, and 
to join in a Diocesan Holy Com
munion Crusade during the en
tire week. Youth of the various 
deaneries will be askod to ob
serve a special day during the 
week when they will receive Ho
ly Communion and pray for the 
intention of the Bishop of the 
Diocese.
The week long celebration will 

close with a Youth Rally Sunday 
afternoon, Nov. 6.

The theme for the celebration 
of National Catholic Youth week 
is "Youth — Our Hope." This 
theme will endeavor to bring to 
the attention of the world the 
spiritual qualities in youth in 
this age when the activities of 
child delinquents are being pub
licized so frequently. It will also

President Assured 
Of Pope’s Prayers

His Hqliness Pope Pius XII sent 
a message to President Eisenhower 
expressing his sympathy over the 
President’s illness and assuring 
him of prayers for his early re
turn to health.

All over the United States Ca
tholics offered special prayers at 
Sunday Masses for the President’s 
recovery

The Pope's message to the Pres
ident, received in Denver, read: 

“We hasten to extend to Your 
Excellency the expression* of our 
sympathy in your illness, with an 
assurance of our prayerful suppli
cation for your early return to 
health and to your valued efforts 
for the welfare of your country 
and the attainment of world peace. 
(Signed) Pius)” 

bring to the attention of the 
world the spiritual foundation of 
the treining given to youth by 
the Catholic Church and its vari
ous agencies.

Vouth week has been proclaim
ed by His Holiness Pope Pius XU, 
President Eisenhower and Gover
nor Frank J. Lausche of Ohio.

Meetings are being planned in 
the Central deanery by the com
mittee of the Catholic Youth Coun
cil to prepare the program for 
Youth Week Highlights of this 
program include a pops concert 
sponsored by the Columbus Sym
phony Orchestra to be followed by 
a social evening with Chuck Sel
by’s Orchestra, at Valley Dale. The 
finals of an oratorical contest for 
high school seniors wHl also be 
conducted during the week.

-------------------- o--------------------

Group Represents 
Diocese at Holy 
Name Convention

A delegation headed by Father 
Albert E. Culliton, pastor of St. 
Christopher's Church, will be in 
Pittsburgh Sunday for the closing 
ceremonies of the Holy Name So
ciety’s sixth national convention.

Father Culliton. diocesan direc
tor of the Holy Name Union, and 
many Catholic men in the diocese, 
will be among the 100,000 partici
pants in the closing Holy Name 
procession in downtown Pittsburgh.

Father Culliton will serve as 
deacon in the Solemn Procession 
of the Blessed Sacrament which 
will take place tonight (Friday) 
at Forbes Field with Bishop John 
F. Dearden of Pittsburgh, presid
ing. Subdeacon will be Father 
Daniel A Crowley of the diocese 
of Springfield, Ill.

Tha parade is ona of two mass 
radios plannod at tha conven
tion. The other event — the Eu
charistic Rally — is expected to 
draw 100,000 to Forbes Field.
Speaker at the rally will be 

Archbishop John F. O’Hara of 
Philadelphia, former president of 
the University of Notre Dame.

Peron Successor 
Pledges to Respect 
Rights of Church
Parish Plans Gen. Lonardi Will Seek 

e

Mission for 
Non-Catholics

A “dialogue mission,” de
signed primarily to acquaint 
Protestants with Catholic 
teaching and beliefs, will be 
conducted Oct 2 to 14 at St. 
James the Less Church

Father John E Byrne. C.PP S. 
pastor, announced this week that 
two Paulist missionaries from De
troit. Mich., will conduct the 
unique mission Such topics as sin, 
confession, death, eternity, eucha- 
rist and marriage will be discuss
ed

The first mission, for women 
only, will begin Sunday, Oct. 2, 
and will extend through Oct. 7. 
The second mission, exclusively 
for men, is scheduled Oct. 9 to 
14. Sessions are scheduled daily 
at 8 p.m.
Primary objective of the mission, 

Father Byrne declared, is the pre
sentation of a clear, straight- 
forward explanation of the basic 
truths of the Catholic religion and 
their application to present daj 
living

An unusual teaching technique 
will be employed by Father Ste
phen Latchford and Father 
Morfin Lombardi in the conduct 
of the mission. From opposite 
pulpits the two missionaries will 
engage in a discussion. One 
pries* will preeenf the Catholic 
teaching; the other will offer ob
jections. Thus, popular criticism 
will be presented and answered.

Communism
Still Atheistic

PARIS — NC) — Russia's top 
Communist has re-emphasized that 
Russian Communism remains athe
istic and will continue to do all in 
its power to “liberate” people from 
the “opium of religion.”

The forceful restatement of Sovi
et policy came from Nikita S. 
Khrushchev, first secretary of the 
Russian Communist Party, who de
clared this week:

“We continue to be atheists. We 
will do all in our power to liberate 
certain sections of the people from 
their addiction to the opium of re
ligion. But our anti-religious drive 
will be conducted through the 
printed word and through discus
sions and argument ’’

Concordant with Rome
BUENOS AIRES — (NC) Maj. Gen Eduardo Lonardi, new 

Provisional President of Argentina, has solemnly pledged to 
respect and guarantee the rights of the Catholic Church in 
this country He also said he would seek to establish a con
cordat between Argentina and the Holy See “to bring all 
misunderstandings to an end ”

He made these promises after a 
formal installation ceremony 
which symbolized the final over
throw' of the long tyrannical rule 
of former President Juan D Peron 
which had culminated in a bitter 
anti-Churcb campaign

Flags were flown from all the 
churches of the capital as Presi
dent Lnnardi arrived by plane from 
Cordoba, main center of the suc
cessful uprising.

The flags ware flown from the 
churches by order of His Emi
nence Santiago Luis Copello, 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, who 
had earlier issued a message to 
the country preying "the God of 
our fathers" to accept the "hum
ble testimony of our deepost 
gratitude for the return of peace 
and harmony in our beloved 
land"
Cardinal Copello was among 

thos*» grouped around President 
Lonardi as he took the oath to ' de
fend democracy and liberty and to 
discharge faithfully th* mandate 
the liberating revolution has con
fided m me.”

A tremendous ovation was ac 
corded the Cardinal by the crowd 
gathered in the Plaza de Mayo fac
ing the government house when 
his presence at the installation 
ceremony was announced

"In tha cultural order," Pres
ident Lonardi said, "our country 
has been submitted to a process 
of extreme violence, which af
fects the religious conscience of 
its inhabitents. It shall be my 
constant preoccupation to main
tain unalterable respect and 
guarantee of the rights of the 
Church and of the religious con
science of all, whatever their 
creed. As regards the Catholic 
Church, I shall be very happy if

Clergy Conference 
Set for Oct. 4

The Fall Clergy Conference and 
Junior Clergy Examinations, orig
inally scheduled to take place on 
Tuesday, Oct. 4, will take place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 5, at St. Char
les Seminary.

The Conference will begin at 
2:30 p. m.; the Examination at 9:30 
am

Providence grants me the oppor
tunity to bring all misunder
standings to an end by entering 
into a concordat (with the Holy 
See)."
“Freedom of assembly and of 

the press will be re-established im
mediately.” the General declared.

One interesting indication of the 
new government’s policies was 
seen m the fact that religious in
struction m the schools had al
ready been restored by authorities 
in the Cordoba province, where 
the revolution started Another 
sign was seen in the news that the 
Franciscan Sisters of Mary have 
been called back to the children’s 
home, the Hogar Unzue, in Mar 
del Plata, from which they had 
been expelled by President Peron.

Catholic sources were quoted 
meanwhile as stating that the new 
government would shortly issue an 
order for the return of two Buenos 
Aires prelates who ’»ere exiled by 
th* Peron regtm* just prior to the 
June 16 revolt They are Auxiliary

(Continued on Page 2)

Confirmation 
Schedule 

Bishop Ready
Sunday, Oct. 9, 10:00 a.m.—

Church of tho Atonement, 
Crooksville. Confirmation aft- 
•r Mass. 3:00 p. m.—Saint 
Barnard Church, Corning.

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7:30 p. m.— 
Saint Mary Church, Grove
port.

Sunday, Oct. 23, 3:00 p. m.—
Saint Mary Church, Waverly.

Thursday, Oct. 27, 7:30 p. m.— 
Saint Dominic Church, Co
lumbus.

Bishop Hettinger 
Thursday, Oct. 6, 7:30 p. m.— 
Saint Thomas Church, Colum

bus.
Sunday, Oct. 16, 3:00 p. m.— 

Saint Mary Church, Columbus.
Sunday, Oct. 23, 3:00 p. m.— 

Saint Paul Church, Wester
ville.

Ten Workshops Planned for DCCW Meet

Dioesan chairmen of the various committees planning workshops for the Oct. 11 convention of tho 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women met this week to plan programs. Pictured above, seated, left to 
right, are Miss Marion Swickard, organization and development committee; Mrs. John Stattmiller, 
PTA committee; Mrs. Mike Ryan, Jr., civil defense committee, and Mrs. John R. Holden, social 
action committee. Standing are Mrs. Franklin Eyerman, religious activities; Mrs. J. Harold Breen, Ca
tholic charities, and Mrs. William Ryan, family life. Committee chairmen not pictured include 
Mrs. Robert Richards, international relations; Miss Dorothea Greene, public relations and Mrs. Anna 
Marie Cline, adult education.

Programs for ten workshops 
that will take place at the an
nual fall convention of the 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, were announced this 
week. The meet, which will 
take place at the Neil House, 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, will mark 
the tenth anniversary of the 
founding of the organization by 
Bishjp Ready.

Scheduled for 11:00 a m are 
workshops on religious activities, 
social action and organization and 
development.

Mrs Franklin Eyerman. chair
man of the religious activities 
committee, has announced the fol
lowing speakers: Father James 
Kulp, diocesan director of the 
Propagation of the Faith; Father 
Edward Healey, diocesan director 
of retreats; Father Thomas Sabrey, 
honorary chairman, didtesan con
sultant for the committee; Mrs. 
Carl Spechi of Corpus Christi par
ish and Mrs R. Patrick West of 
Immaculate Conception parish.

The social action committee 
has for its honorary chairman 
Father Augustine Winkler, dio

cesan director of social action. 
Mrs. John R. Holden, committee 
chairman, has announced that 
other speakers will be Mrs. Vic
tor J. Warken, director of the 
Columbus cerebral palsy center, 
and Mrs. Anton Keller, III, pres 
ident of the Parish Council of 
Christ the King parish.
Featured speakers on the work

shop for the committee on organ
ization and development, as an
nounced by Miss Marion Swickard, 
chairman, include Mrs. Stephen J. 
Matesich, president of the eastern 
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