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ENTERTAINMENTS. 

PORTLAND THEATRE. 
FRANK CURTIS.Lessee and Managed. 

Bit, S3. 34 and 35. Tuesday, Wednesday 
unil Thursday. 

'J5TII CIIHISTATAS MATINEE 23TH 
Tlie Celebrated Comedian, 

MR. CHAS. L. DAViS, 
Supported by 

Miss Emma Vern and His Comedy Coin’y, 

ALVIN JOSLIN. 
A Picture of New Ent;Iiiu(l Life. 

Sale of Beats, Saturday, Dec. 20. delOdlw 

LAST ENTERTAINMENT 

(}. A. K. COURSE, 
Thursday Evening. Dec. 85lii, 

* 

—AT— 

CITY H A. L L, 

THE RIVALS 
MISS CARRIE A. TURNER, Reader, 

W. If. SAYWARD. Impersonator, 
MRS. JULIA HOUSTON WEST, Soprano, 

WALTER EMERSON, Cornetist, 
LEON REACH, Pianist. 

This combination is entirely original and every 
member an artist. 

Evening 'Tickets 25 cents. Reserved Seats C(J 
cents, for sale at Stockbridge’s and at tlie door. 
Concert at 8 o’clock. de23dtd 

MUTSLC HALL, 
Chi'iMfnana Aflnaoot: nnel Niyht, 

Prof. HARRINGTON 
THE VETERAN 

Magician and Ventriloquist, 
now in liis 

Year before the Public, with Magic, 
Mystery aud Fun. 

POPULAR PRICES: Afternoon, Children, 15 
cents; Adults, 25 cents. Children buying tickets 
in the forenoon for afternoon performances can have 
them for 10 cents. 

EVENING—Admission, 25 cents: Reserved Seats, 
35 cents. Tickets ready at Box Office, Music Hall, 
on and after TUESDAY MORNING, Dec. 23d. 
Secure them in time. de23d3t 

CHR 9 ST MAS BALL 
—AT— 

GILBERT’S DANCING ACADEMY 

Tickets, admitting gent with ladies, $1.00. Oys- 
ters and other refreshments served to order—Rob- 
inson, caterer. The last half of the present term of 
evening school commences on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 23d. Come and learn the Bohemian (heel and 
toe) Polka. de22dtf 

ORGAN RECITAL 
— BY — 

HR. WILLIAM U. CLARKS, 
OP BOSTON, 

— AT — 

WSLLSSTON CHURCH, 
Friday Evening:, Dec. 25, 1879. 

Tickets 35 cents; to be obtained at Stockbridge’s, 
Loring,Short & Harmon’s, Sturgis\and Hinds’ Drug 
Store, corner Pine and Brackett Streets. cte23d4t 

TJte Ladies of India St. Society 
will give an 

Entertainment in their Vestry, 
FRIDAY EVENING, DEC. 20th. 

There will be a sale of White Slaves. Corn Sup- 
per. Admission 10 cents. de25d4t 

3 Classical Subscription Concerts 
AT ROSSINI HALL. 

No. 0—Piano BrcstuS by YV. El. Sher- 
wood, of Eloseow. 

No.2—Finuo Recital by Ik ucl Peiabo of 
BONtOU. 

Q 

No. 3—Concert by Becttioien siring 
Qiinrli'ttr of E.ostou. 

Each concert to have a Vocalist. Subscription to 
the course $2.00. List at Stockbridge’a. de23tf 

OPENING 

RollerSkating- 
B AT .T 

Norcmlier S7, 18^11. 

The Managers take pleasure in announcing that 
LANCASTER HALL lias been re-modelled, re- 

painted, as well as thoroughly cleansed, and will be 

OPEN EVERY WEEK DAY, 
Forenoons, Afternoons anti Evenings, 

until Spring Season, 

For Parlor Skating, 
— WITH — 

PF.YiHBTOiV’S CELEBRATES PAK- 

I,»B SKATES, 

A MOST DELIGHTFUL PASTIME, 
Which has already become the leading fashionable 
recreation throughout liurope and the principal cit 

ies of this country. _ 

Competent Assistants will he in attendance every 
day ami evening and will give their personal atten- 
tion to teaching the art to Ladies, Misses and Gen- 
tlemen. ,, 

Roller Skating will be the Fashionable Recreation 
during the Winter months. 

lie Managers desire that Parents will feel sure 

that no injurious influences, are at all possible lor 
their children while at the Hail, as the class of per- 
sons who visit this resort, are very select, and a 

constant watch is kept over the skating surface awd 
skaters. 

The skating surface will be under the direction of 
Hr. Eucexk Lalimj:, who so successfully man- 

aged the Worcester Roller Skating Rink last winter 
and will spare nothing to make this a first-class and 
a popular place for recreation. 

Until further notice 

Sessions and Prices Will Be 
Morning, ■ from 10 to 12 o’clock. 

For Ladies and escort. Admission 20 Cents. 

Afternoon, from 2 to 4.45 o’clock. 
Admission 20 Cents. 

Evening, from 7 1-2 to 10 o’clock. 
One Admission 35 Cents; Five Tickets, SI .00. 

Subscription Tickets, 25 Admissions, ¥5.00. 

In justice to patrons, children under 12 years of 

age will not bo allowed on the skating surface, ex- 

cept at 

JUVENILE SESSIONS, 
SATCBBAT, 

From 10 to 12 o’clock ^A. M., 2 to 4.4.) F. M 
Adiiii-^iou lO Lfiils* 

Tickets gooil on nil occasions except special as- 

6ersi> of 'skates for an enli-e Session.. ..15 cents. 

For children at Juvenile Assemblies ...10 cents. 
Kent of Box in Cloak Koom. o cents. 

Thompson & Lalime, 
managers. 

uo27 1,1111 

YEW YEAR’S RALE 
— AT — 

(JIT Y IT ALL. 
Committee of Arrangement—J. A. Kennedy, T. 

E. Han nett, M. F. Davis. ,,r„n w 
'Checks not transferable. d’--"11 

ACADIA GOAL. 
The best in the market for open grates or Steam 

purposes. For Sale by 

Green, Son &. Lynch, 
seO S 7'Z Commercial, foot Ei*o*m St. eodtf 

Vaults Cleaned and Ashes Removed 

AT from $4 to SC per cord, or S3 per load. All 
1 

Orders romptly attendee to by eglhng M or 

588 Congress* St. 

EDUCATION A L. 

Instruction in English and Class- 
ical Studies. 

Given to private pupils by the subscriber, 

J. W. COLCORD, 
14il Fea s*l Street. 

TOPSHAM, ME, 

The Winter Term will commence MONDAY, Jan. 
5,1880. For particulars or circulars apply to 

delSThS&Tlm D. I.. SMITH, Principal. 

GEO. A. LIBBYTTEACHEfi OF THE ORGAN 
SPECIAL attention to Church Music and Har- 

mony. Terms, §10 per quarter. Inquire at I. 
D. CHENEY’S, 258 Middle St. novl-dly 

COPARTNERSHIP. 
Notice. 

mHE copartnership heretofore existing under tbo 
B lirm name ot S. W. LAKRABEL & SON is 

this day dissolved by mutual consent. The business 
of the late Arm will be settled bv the senior partner. 

S. W LAItltABEE & SON. 

The Lumber business will be continued by the 
undersigned at the old stand. No. 101 Commercial 
Street. S. W. LAItltABEE. 

Portland, Dec. 1?, 1870. delOdlw 

«>c » n s j- C** jl «£ 

CLOTHING 
— AT— 

4§& Congress Street, 
lias sold very rapidly at the very low price it has 
been offered at, the balance will be offered at still 
lower prices to insure its being all closed out before 
Christmas. Vfe have also in stock a large .assort- 
ment of Now Clothing, bought for cash, which will 
be sold cheaper than at any other house in Maine. 

Also a very large stock of 

IIATS, SHIRTS, 
DRAWERS, GLOVES, 

HOSIERY, COLLARS, 
TIES, UMBRELLAS, &c. 

Please call and examine at 

483 Congress Street, 
ORIM HAWKES, 

del 3cod&w2w « AGENT. 

3(,t GBASil# ANNUAL OPENING OF 

CHRISTMAS GOODS 
Thursday, Dec. 11th, by 

OH AS, DAY, Jr., & GO., 
IS? MIDDLE STREET. 

OUK DOM. OEPAKT3IENT will be 
complete, Ladies’ Work Stands, Work Baskets, 
Ladies’ and Gents’ Dressing Cases. V*'riling Desks, 
Work Boxes, Albums, Card Cases, Wallets, Bags, 
Pocket Knives, Bird Cages, Scissors, Ladies’and 
Gents’ Skates, l’arlor Skates,Hand Mirrors, Celluloid 
Sets of Comb. Brush and Hand Mirrors, Celluloid 
Card Cases, Doll Cabs, Bovs’ and Girls’Sleds, Sleighs, 
Rocking Horses, Scrap Baskets, Vases, Mustaelie 
Cups, Toilet Sets. Magic Lanterns, Picture Books, 
Games,(Word Making Game, Logomachy, Authors, 
Pinafore. The new parlor game of Billiardette (the 
best game vet published.) game of Base Ball, Go 

Bang, 1’arcTiesii and hundreds of other games, A. J>. 
C. Blocks from be upwards, Picture Puzzles, Jack- 
Straws, Dominoes, Toy Furniture,Boys’ Tool Chests, 
Mouth Harmonicas, Accordions, Tin ware of ev- 

ery description,China,Wood, and Brittania Tea Sets, 
Toy Castors. Boys’ lleins. Toy Pianos, and Drums. 
Our stock of Toys are to numerous to mention. To 
dealers in Holiday Goods we will offer extra induce- 
ments. 

C. BAY, 187 Middle Street. 
decO eod,T,Th&S,tde24 

WHY INVEST IN 
California, Nevada and New Mexico 

MINING STOCKS 
When you can buy MAINE MININfir 
ft TOOK. 8 as likely to pay dividends as any of our 
Western mines. Buy on the low markets and get 
the rise, i have for sale the following 

MAINE MINING STOCKS: 

Douglass Copper, 
Atlantic Copper, 

Blue Hill Coppe r 
Gouldsboro’ Silver, 

Cherryfield Silver, 
Grant Silver, 

Acton Silver. 

JOHN sTmOKRIS, 
38 Exchange SfrecJ, Portland. 

noil • *111 

noS eodSm 

PEJKLOYSTKR MARKERS. 

Something ff^ew. 

To thoroughly enjoy an oyster stew you should use 

the “Pearl Oyster Crackers” with the crimpled edge. 
Every one perfect. No split ones. We .are taking 
great pains in manufacturing these Crackers, using 
nothing but the best stock and confidently believe 
that if the public will try them they will use no oth- 
ers. iflAM FA^TS BKfi) ONJOTT B\ 

Slice & Calderwood, 
de20 8 & 19 UNION ST. Jw 

0RE88 I 
__ 

: 

Mary E. Fairweather’s 

DRESS REFORM ROOMS, 
50? S-2 CONGRESS STREET. 

Ladies’ Undergarments of all kinds cut and 
basted, or made. ... 

Patterns cut from measure and warranted to lit. 
Flannels l-vidy made or to order. 
Ladies’ and Cniklreu’s Stocking Supporters. 

MOTLEY SLOCK, ROOM 2, 

No. 507 1-2 Confess St. 
del 7__ _ 

PHOTOGRAPHY. 
After an absence of three and a half years I have 

returned to Portland and leased the Photograph 
rooms recently occupied by J. U. P. Burnham, 

NO. 12 MARKET SQUARE. 
1 am prepared to carry on the business in all its 

branches in the best style of tbe art. 
1 hope to see all my old friends and a good share 

of the public.in general. MY PRICES WILL BE 
REASONABLE. __ # 

1 have a liue assortment ol Frame*, velvet 

PiiMsepfurtout*, Ac.; all will be sold very 
low. 

A. I?I. McKEMFY. 
deuir._eod&w2w 
DRESS MAKING! 

SO 
Low Prices previous to removal to Congress 

Street. Will tit Basques for 50 ct.s, Wednesdays 
free. The art of cutting taught. Would take one 

more apprentice. Work secured after learned. 
Refers l>y permission to MRS. A DA LION, i-o 

j Spring St. oeL’odom 

Citizens’ Mutual Relief Society. 
mi IE Annual Meeting for choice of otlicers, &c, 

will be held on FRIDAY evening next, Dec. 2b, 
at 7 Vb o’clock. 

The Directors meet in Reception Room halt an 

hour previous. 
'i’lie proposition to amend the By-Laws, will come 

before this meeting. 
Per Order, 

doc23d3t M. N. RICH, Sec y. 

-in Erie 1L It.,-— ^100 
October IS. proportional returns every week on 

Stock Options oi £20, — £50. —£lOO, £300. 
Official Reports and Circulars free. Address 
T. POTTER WIGHT & CO.. Bankers, 35 W all St 

Y mblldly 

_MISCELLANEOUS-_. 

LAST CHANCE. 
Great closing out sale of die balance of the Stock of Clothing tha 

was recently Damaged by smoke and water at 

lYi Pore Street. 
This stock must be sold bv December 31st, regardless of cost. All 

Wool Coats $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $1.00. $1.50, $5.00. These coats 
cost twice (he money to make. All W'ool Suits $6.00, $6.50, $7.50 
$8.50. This is a choice bargain in Suits. All Wool Coals and Vests 
for about one-half wiiat they cost elsewhere. Overcoats $3.75, $6.00, 
$7.50 and $8.50. If you want an Overcoat call and see them. Shirts 
and Drawers 25, 50 and 62 1-2 cents, fine White Shirts $1.00; cheap 
for $2.00. 

Please bear i;i mind that this will be your last chance to buy Cloth- 
ing at Sijese prices, as this stock must be closed out by December 31. 

FIRE ! SMOKE I WATER l 
;w. :w. sisk.. 

de2dlm IU©o 171 Fore Street. 

ZiEBlG COMPANY^ 
EXTRACT 

OF MEAT 
FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

MEAT-FLAVOURING. 
« Is a success and. toon for which Nations should feel STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

grateful.”—SeeMedical Press, laimt, Eri!. Mu.'. -.,&e. iiinr n|QUCQ 2, CAUPICQ 
Consumption in England increased tenfold ir. ter. years.” «IAUt UldtltO « OrtUL-tO. 

To be had of all Storekeepers, Grocers and Chemists. CAUTION Genuine OKLY tT’-tl! 

stie Agents for the United Stat s (wholesale onl. \ fae-simile of Baron Liebig’s Signa- 
C. jJU\iu A ( .;re in Blue Tnk across Label..__ 

~ 

PERFUMES*' 
PERFUMES j_JPERFUMES! 

VIZ : 

Ess. Roquet, Roquet Caroline, Carnation Pink, 
Frangipanni, Heliotrope, Honeysuckle, Jasmine, 

Jockey Club, Magnolia, Marechale, Wild Rose, 
Edenia, Toledo, Millefleur, Moss Rose, Masseline, 

New Mown May, Nigbt Blooming Cercus, Ocean Spray, 
Orange Blossoms, Persian Roquet, Pond Lily, 
Roudle'a, White Rose, Geranium, Spring Flowers, 

Step'muotis, Sweet Brier, Tea Rose, Tube Rose, 
Upper Ten, Violet, 1 est End, White Lilac, 

Wood Violet, Musk, Ylang Ylang, Wild Olive, 
Alisma, Double Diamond, Patchouly, Carnation, 

Cashmere Boquet, Queen of Scots, Ac., &c., &c. 

lie auuve 1 euuimis <UC cli x»i utuiuav/xuL, — 

ounce at prices varying according to quality, 

FROM SO CEMT3 UP ! 
fn addition to above Stock of Perfumes we offer at Low Figures 

A?,' ELEGANT LISE OF 

TOILET ARTICLES, CELLULOID SETS, 
AISO A GENEBAL VABIETS OF 

Choice Russia Leather Goods, &c., &c. 

F. T, Meaher «Sc €©e, 
DRIT CSrCSrXST S3, 

Cor. Congress and FreMe Sts., Portland, Me. 
Ue20 ._(llw 

IMMENSE STOCK 
OF 

FURNITURE! 
We have now on. hand one of the Largest 

and best assortments of Furniture ever shown 
in Maine. This stock of furniture was all man- 

ufactured and bought by us before the advance 
in prices, and until we have to put in a new 

Stock we shall sell at former prices. We wish 
the Public to understand we shall allow no 

Dealer in New England to undersell us under 
any circumstances. Please give us a call be- 
fore purchasing and save money. 

G. A. WHITNEY & CO., 
2STc>. -SrS 313^^0lbs.a,n.ge SSt;., -Portland, TVS©. 

no7 ^1U 

1 
Goughs, Golds, Group, Hoarseness, Bronchitis, 

Sore Throat, Catarrh and a!! diseases 

OF THE THROAT, CHEST AND LUNGS. 
We'offer uo reward for a bettei article but wo are willing to let the people decide whether the re- 

ITrial J3i;so 23c- Xtiesv®i5S© SI- 

Prepared bv 

WIGGIN & CO., Rockland, Me. 

New Music Books, 
Parlor Organ Instruction Book 

A7N. JOHNSON. This very <*•> 

thorough and practical book teaches lr>:L light 
and sacred mm-ic; that is. Songs. Marches. 
Waltzes, Rondos, Sunday School, School and 
Church music; in fact everything that can be 

played on a iced organ. It includes 50 time;' for 
one hand. 150 exercises for lingering, SO graded 
pieces for lessons and about 14<> Hymn Tunes 
and Glees, all will full and plain directions. 

Johnson’s New Method for 
TISOBOSJCII BAS22 is for Chord, Glee 
and Sacred Music, and is published for S 8. 

Temperance <1 ewel»s. (35 ci*. board*.> 
commends itself to clergymen by the religious 
character of its contents and to all Temperance 
peonle by the excellence of its poetry and music. 
Send for Specimen ( opy! 

White Robes 
as “the sweetest Sunday School Song book ever 

111a Le.“ Send for Specimen Copy! 

PRESENT YOURSELF with a NEW YEAR’S 
SUBSCRIPTION TO ’S'Mfli MSUSIl’AS., 
BBCOBD” and receive ten times that 
amount in good music, all the news and valuable 
instructive "articles. 

OLIVER M ESON & CO., Boston. 
de23 eoil&wtf 

Rubber Boots. 
Since flie great advance in ail kinds of 

Robber Goods it is important, to know 
when you purchase that you get a first 
quality, reliable article. The WOON- 
SOCKET DIAMOND TAP Rubber Boots 
for Jlt-ii, Boys and Youths are acknowl- 
edged to he the best in the market. We 
have a full line of these goods. We would 
also invite you to examine our large stock 
of Ladies’ fine Boots and Slippers, Gents’ 
Opera Slippers, etc., suitable for Holiday 
Presents. We also carry a large variety 

■ of Ladies’, Gents’, Misses’and Children’s 
i medium grades of goods which we offer 
at reasonable prices at 185 Middle St. 

B F. WHITNEY & CO. 
<lec5 otf 

Try Turkish Bloom 
FOB THE COMPLESIOY. 

This preparation does not harden the skin but 

keeps it sol’t and pliable. It contains no white 
lead. Try it once and you will u»e no other. 

FOR WALE BIT ALL DRUGGISTS. 
Depot I6V2 Exchange St., Portland, Me. 

delG dim 

THE PRESS. 
THURSDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 25 

The Sun Apology Reviewed. 
The opinion is to some extent prevalent, 

even among those who concede that the 

counting-out of the Republican majority in 
the Maine Legislature is palpably unjust 
and done with intent to defeat the popular 
will as expressed at the polls, that the Gov- 
ernor and Council, that technically honora- 
ble body, kept strictly within the letter of 
the law while disregarding its spirit, and 
that by taking advantage of those quibbles 
aud quirks which smart criminal lawyers 
use to secure the acquittal of thieves con- 

cerning whose guilt no moral doubt is enter- 

tained, it has made out in defense of its 
wicked action a ease that cannot be success- 

fully impugned from a iegal point of view. 
Taking advantage of this belief, Gov. Gar- 
celon, in the apology which appears over his 

signature in the New York Sun, asserts that 
he and his accomplices have in all instances 

governed themselves by the Constitution 
and the statutes of the State. That asser- 

tion is false. Our canvassing board has not 

only put its own construction upon laws 
whose intent is disputed and which the 

Supreme Court alone is authorized to in- 

terpret, but it has shamelessly disregarded 
the Constitution itself and laws so clear in 

language and intent that its own sonstitu' 
tional advisors refuse to defend its action. 

The 1’itEss submits to its readers this 

morning the beginning of a scries of articles 

reviewing Gov. Garcelon's apology and the 

work of the canvassing board. These pa- 

pers, over the signature of “Lex,” are from 

the pen of a gentleman qualified by educa- 
.1 V>ic> nnAfnccimiol nn 

suits to judge of the legal merits of the case. 

The writer takes up in detail the cases of 

those members-elect of the Legislature who 
have been unjustly deprived of their seats, 
and clearly shows the injustice, inconsistency 
and illegality of the course pursued by tbe 

Governor and his constitutional advisors. 

We trust the articles will receive the atten- 

tion to which their merit and the gravity of 
the subject of which they treat entitle them. 

The World, whose honesty and ability are 

of the best, and whose Democracy is the 

best of its kind, has not lowered Us voice in 

condemnation of the theft of this State by 
the canvassing board. In reply to an article 
in the Sun|half-apologiziug for Gareelon and 

his accomplices, the World says: 
The constitutional privileges of tbe voter in 

Maine must not, by Democrats at. least be 
taken from him on a mere technicality. By a 

“written” ballot is meant a ballot the letters of 
which arc formed into words with a pen. or a 

pencil. And yet when the law says a “printed 
ballot'' no decent returning officers, we suppose 
would exclude a written ballot. Errors in 
spelling will not ordinarily vitiate a ballot if 
the sound represent the name of the candidate 
fairly. Suppose Mr. Simmons a candidate. 
Ought ballots for Mr. Simons he excluded? 
Or Mr. Taylor. Ought ballots for Mr. Tailor 
to be rejected? Nor will abbreviations vitiate 
when there is no reasonable doubt of tlie inten- 
tion of the voter; nor will the use of an initial 
as of a middle name when the candidate has 
none; nor will giving the wrong initial, nor 

the addition of “jr->” if in each of these casos 
all the surrounding circumstances of public 
notoriety make it plain and unmistakable for 
whom t'ho ballot was really intended. There 
can be no doubt that Governor Gar- 
celon and his Greenback Council had to decide 
whether a given return was a return lawful 
and sufficient to he counted under the Consti- 
tution of Maine. But when, if ever, the law 
commands a copy of a return to ho sent to the 
Governor, and the original is sent, nobody, un- 

less a dishonest partisan, would throw out the 
return. In all such cases conscientious officers 
regard the prescriptions of the law as di- 
rectory only and not essential to the validity of 
the returns. The thing3 to bo secured for pop- 
ular suffrage are twofold; a free and unlimited 
vote aim M current/ reuuru uuu iohuu vi men/ 

vote. The rules prescribed aro to bo inter- 
preted as means to an end. Of course a total 
and reckless disregard of the rules, such as 

would make a return valueless as evidence, 
cannot he overlooked. Governor Garcclon can 

put himself right only by showing that he ad- 
ministered substantial justice under the forms 
of law. So far no attempt has been made to 
show this. 

The Boston Pitot, an independent Dem- 

ocratic paper, which supported Butler in 

the latest Massachusetts campaign, is thor- 

oughly indignant over the Maine outrage, 
and says: “We regard the Maine ‘count 

out’ as the first fruit of the fraudulent seat- 

ing of Hayes. We neither sympathize with 
nor defend it. If a business man were to 

take advantage of such petty technicalities 
to defraud his customers from buying what 

they intended to buy, he would he regarded 
as a thief and an impostor. We trust that 

Republicans, though their own crime has 

caused this, will resist even to violence. 

There is only one way to preserve Republi- 
can institutions—by justice—and justice 
must be defended. Submission here is no 

cure for tlie former evil.” The attention of 

Capt. Lynch of the Montgomery Guards, 
assistant County Attorney that hopes to bo, 
is respectfully called to the above opinion 
of a patriotic Democratic Irishman. 

It would appear from the following from 

the Lewiston Journal that there is to be no 

taxation without representation—until 
Judge Pillsbury is consulted: “We regret 
to learn since the Governor and Council set 

the world hunting up ‘fatal defects,’ that 

one has been found in the State Treasurer’s 
warrant for the assessment of a Stale tax in 
Lewiston. The stme defect probably ex- 

ists in the case of all the other disfran- 
chised cities. The Statute provides that 

the warrant of the State Treasurer shall be 

directed to the Municipal officers, but in- 

stead of that it has been directed to the 

Assessors. This fatal defect, with the strict 
construction of the law which the Execu- 

tive requites (as at present advised) will 
render it constitutionally necessary for 

Lewiston to hold on to its State tax, until 
Mr. Pillsbury’s opinion on the constitution- 

ality of the law can be obtained.” 

Tin; .New Tori; .journal ot commerce, as 

strong a Democratic paper as there is in the 

country, is explicit in its condemnation of 
the outrage perpetrated by Governor Garce- 

lon and bis Council. It says “We care not 

by what technical pretenses the Board in 

Maine have thrown out votes sufficient to 

give a majority in the Legislature to the 

Democratic party. It is no less an outrage 
on decency and common honesty, and ought 
to be denounced indignantly by every right 
minded man. Let not the Democrats imi- 

tate their opponents in practices they have 

so loudly condemned. A wrong on one side 

is no justification whatever for its repetition 
on the other, and it should wear the brand 

deserved by wrong-doing, no matter who 

may perpetrate it. 

Tue following extract from “Junius 
will bear repetition now: “If an honest, 
and, I may truly affirm, a laborious zeal for 
the public service has given me any weight 
in your esteem, let me exhort and conjure 
you never to sutler an invasion of your po- 
litical constitution, however minute the in- 

stance may appear, to pass by without a de- 

termined, persevering resistance. One pre- 
cedent creates another. They soon accumu- 

late and constitute law. What yesterday 
was fact, to-day is doctrine. Examples are 

supposed to justify the most dangerous 
measures; and, when they do not suit exact- 

ly, the effect is supplied by analogy. Be as- 

sured, that the laws which protect us iu our 

civil rights grew out of the Constitution and 
that they fall or flourish with it.’’ 

So Garcelon, according to his own admis- 

sion, knell’ nothing of the facts in the Aroos- 
took case. This man of Jacksonian mold 
has been too busy running over the State 

and defending his action to find time to dis- 

charge his official duties. But if he is going 
to attempt a defence of a steal he ought to 

thoroughly acquaint himself with the cir- 

cumstances of the theft. 

No, Governor Garcelon, it is not the com- 

plaints of “enraged and discomfited politi- 
cians” that ring in your ears. It is the 

voice of the outraged and indignant people 
of Maine whose rights you have disregarded 
and whose liberties you seek to trample 
under foot. 

“Let treason be made odious and the 
rebel conspirators stamped out by an indig- 
nant people,” said Eben F. Pillsbury at 

Augusta Tuesday night. A declaration like 
that from his lips in 1801 was never heard. 
Then he was giving aid and comfort to the 
rebel conspirators. 

The Argus lias at last got up courage 
enough to publish Mr. Gould's letter con- 

cerning the Skowhegan returns. Now let 
it publish Mr. Putnam’s views. The other 

daily papers in the country did it some 

time since. 

Those who are rousing the angry passions 
of the people in the eastern part of this 

State are taking upon themselves a fearful 
responsibility, and must expect to be judged 
by the issue. 

Monumental in its impudence is the ref- 
erence of Pillsbury to“ the treasonable efforts 
of disorderly, rebellious and misguided per-^ 
sons.” There is no recorded utterance in his- 

tory so utterly shameless. 

TnE most incendiary speeches yet made 
were those made at the fusmn meeting in 

Augusta Tuesday night. It is the fusion 
leaders who are talking of street fights and 

captured cities and besieged State houses. 

Mn. Reed’s admirable speech at the in- 

dignation meeting held in this city Tuesday 
night will be found in full in our columns 
this morning. It is so good that not a 

word of it should be lost. 

Gbim sarcasm from the Chicago Tribune: 
“Reform” is to be the Democratic sliibbo- 
letli in the next Presidential election. The 

signal-fire has just been lighted in Maine. 

An invocation of the war-spirit, of 1801 
from the lips of EbenF. Pillsbury, traitor and 
inciter of draft, riots is enough to make the 

blood boil in the veins of all loyal men. 

The revolutionist is lie who prepares to 

organize acounted-in Legislature by military 
aid. 
_ 

Senator Pillsbury w-ants to“ make treas- 

on odious, as it was in 1801.” His support 
of it then contributed greatly to that result. 

Governor Gabcelon “found it necessa- 

ry to justify himself even to the constituency 
of Tweed.” 

Gaucelon was attended by his staff. Were 
they clad in the horrid panoply of war? 

“Will Democrats Do Their Duty?” 

•tin Appeal to Them by the Springfield 
Republican. 

At no time in American history has a graver 
responsibility rested upon a political party 
than rests upon the Democrats to-day. It is 
for them to say whether the national honor 
shall he wounded and the national safety im- 

periled. A great wrong has been committed 

against the sovereignty of the people. It has 
been done at a time when it may have fatal 

weight as a precedent. The result of a State 
election has been deliberately falsified. The 
defense put forth by Garcslon and bis associ- 
ates is absolutely no defenso. It is a verbose 
assertion that the law lias been obeyed and no 

%vrong lias been done. But every one knows 
that a great wrong has been done. If tlio ques- 
tion is put to the Governor and bis Councilors, 
‘‘Did you honestly try, under the forms of the 
law and the Constitution, to ascertain the true 
will and intent of the people of Maine as to 
their Legislators?” there is but one possible 
answer to the question. Every intelligent man 
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studious purpose to misinterpret tiie intent of 
tiie people’s voice in tiie election. Whether 
they openly broke the law or only twisted tho 
law, they violated its spirit and outraged tho 
first principle of free government, that the will 
of tho people peaceably and orderly expressed 
shall he the supreme authority. 

Their half-finished crime is as it stands the 
work of individuals. If it is consummated by 
the assent of the Legislature, the Democracy of 
Maine makes itself an accomplice in the crime. 
If it is tolerated by the public sentiment of 
the nation, it will shovr a demoralization which 
makes our future almost hopeless. And these 
momentous decisions rests chiefly with tho 
Democrats. Indignation and protest of Re- 
publicans alone signifies little and avails little. 
It is only the party that would immediately 
profit bv the wrong that can effectively con- 

demn and even thwart it. We scout the no- 

tion that it is idle to appeal to the integrity and 
patriotism of Democrats. Tiie Democrats are 

almost half the people of tho United States. 
They are, with their allies, almost or quite a 

majority of the people of Maine. If they are 

inaccessible to the appeal of plain justice and 
honesty, then there is small hope for the na- 

tion. The assumption is an insult not to Dem- 
ocrats only but to tiie American people of 
which the Democracy is an integral portion. 
It is refuted by recent- history. In tiie supreme 
emergencies of tiie last twenty years tho patri- 
otism of Democrats has been an indispensable 
element of the national salvation. If, when 
the war broke out, tho Democratic party had 
stood solidly by its old Southern allies, seces- 

sion would have been immediately successful. 
Itg defeat was possible only because the rank 
and file of tiie Northern Democracy were 
Unionists first and Democrats afterward. The 
mass of them followed not Vallandigham hut 
Grant and McClellan and Hancock, and with 
their help the Union was restored. So again 
when New York had fallen under tiie corrupt 
rifle of Tweed, though party leaders winked at 
his crimes, the mass of the party revolted from 
him the very day his rascality was brought in- 
to clear daylight. In a doubtful Stato and a 

heavily Democratic city he mot the promptest 
overthrow as soon as his guilt was made clear. 
It was not a Republican triumph, hut a tri- 
umph of popular honesty, in which the Dem- 
ocrats had their full share. When, again, 
tin" competition at the South of fraud and 
intimidation had plunged us into the tumult 
nn.l rlnairror n ilifjniitc.l PrAStflmitiill elec- 

tion, it was neither party alone, but the best 
men of both parties, that effected a peace- 
ful and orderly settlement. Northern Repub- 
licans like Edmunds, and Southern Democrats 
like Lamar met each other halfway, and forced 
on tho fanatics and hot-heads of both parties a 

plan for just arbitration. When that arbitra- 
tion was thought by one party to have sacri- 
ficed equity to partisanship, none tiie less was 
its decision loyally accepted. The patriotism 
of Democrats, we repeat, lias been a vital and 
indisputable factor in working out the national 
salvation at all tlio great crises of these past 
years. 

And now, in this new and grave crisis, will 
tho Democrats of the country and of Maine be 
true to tho best traditions of their past? Will 
they ho honest men first and Democrats after- 
ward? They are called to a hard duty, for no 

more words will suffice. The Legislature it- 
self must, as its first” act, imfiv mo-wrung lr, 
rectifying its roll of membership. In Gov. 
Garcelon's defense just one single sentence is 
to the point: “let it be remembered that the 
decision of tho Governor and Council is not 
final.” Small thanks to you, Governor, that 
you only picked tiie lock and had to leave it for 
someone else to carry off the booty! But it is 
a n*ost pregnant though unintended hint to 

your party associates in the Legislature that 
they do not make themselves a burglar’s ac- 

complices. Is it quixotic to ask that they 
should not? See then, what follows if they do 
accept a felonious advantage. The party ill 
the State loads itself with the responsibility of 
of a great political crime. It accepts as its 
own tho cliilil of shame laid at its doors by a 

political strumpet. Tho party in the nation 
enters on a Presidential campaign weighted by 
a deliberate and conspicuous fraud. Into tiie 
Presidential contest, always too hot and hitter, 
there is thrown an element of fierce and dan- 
gerous mutual suspicion. Each party, believ- 
ing that tiie other lias taken an unfair advan- 
taj^, will be incited toward doubtful and des- 
perate measures. The unscrupulous will be 
encouraged to audacity, tlio timid will begin to 
look longingly for a "strong man.” The dan- 
ger of fraud and force will steadily increase. 
If in a peaceful State like Maine, in au off 
year, without shadow of provocation or excuse, 
tiie expression of the popular will can be de- 
liberately falsified, and the representatives of 
the people sanction the lie, what can bo ex- 

pected when the gamo is played with the con- 
tinent for a table and tiie Presidency for a 

prize? 
Yeoman of Maine, what do you tlnnk of 

these things? Yon who in good faith voted 
the Democratic and Greenback ticket, honest 
men and good citizens, are you going to ap- 
prove your representatives in sanctioning a 
fraud? They will never sanction it if you tell 
them not to. Because it is hard to go back on 

your party leadors, because the Republicans 
haven't repented of all their sins, because 
Blaine makes you mad, are yon going to lio 
made accomplices in a big piece of cheating? 
Von have as sacred a duty to face as your 
grandfathers at Bunker Hill or your brothers 
at Gettysburg. Free government and all that 
goes with it—order in tiie State, prosperity in 
tiie community, virtue and happiness in tlio 
home,—are concerned by your action or inac- 
tion in these next days. Will you do your du- 
ty? 

Garcelon’s Defense. 

A Review of the Governor’s Lav/ find 

Logic. 

i. 

The Governor and Council have filed a de~ 

murrer to the indictment which has been found 
against them by the good people of this State» 
and thus admitting the acta charged, claim as 

matter of law, that they constitute no crime 

against tlio people. 
The argument upon the demurrer appeared 

in the morning papers of the 23rd inst. and it 
is in brief that all the acts charged in the in- 
dictment have been performed in strict com- j 
plianco with, and not in violation of the laws 
of the State. 

Let us examine the citations made by Mr. 
Garcelon and apply them to the facts. 

1. Ho quotes act 4, part 1, sec. 5 of the Con- 
stitution as follows: 

“The statutes regulate the mode of the calling 
of meetings, but the Constitution prescribes 
the qualifications of Representatives and de- 
clares that the selectmen of towns or munici- 
pal officers of cities shall preside impartially at 
such meetings, receive the votes of all the j 
qualified electors present, sort, count and de- j 
dare them in open town meeting and in the j 
presence of the town clerk', who shall form a 

list of the persons voted for, with the number 
of votes for each person, against his name— 

shall make a fair record thereof, in presence of 
the selectmen,' and in open town meeting.” 
“And fair copies of the lists shall be at- 
tested by the selectmen and town clerks of 
towns and the assessors of plantations and 
sealed up in open town and plantation meet- 
ings, and the clerks of the several towns and 
plantations are to cause the same to be deliv- 
ered into office of the Secretary of State thirty 
days at least before the first Wednesday of Jan- ! 
uary annually; .and the Governor and Council 
shall examine the returned copies of such lists, 
and twenty days before the first Wednesday of 
January shall issue a summons to such persons 
as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of 
all the votes returned, to attend and take their 
seats.” 

Does the Constitution require tlio clerk to 

return the whole number of ballots thrown^ It 
does not. 

2. But tlio Governor invokes sec. 32 of 

chap. 4 of the Revised Statutes in this behalf 
in order that lie may deceive tlio public into 

believing that he was justified in throwing out 

a large number of returns because the whole 
number of ballots was not stated. 

It uui iiul pc-i imps uvlui iu mo vav*v-***v» 

that if the law' of 1877 was unconstitutional be- 
cause it permitted a simple informality to be 

remedied, that then he should hold see. 32 of 
chap, 4 also uuconstitutioual because it ren- 

dered defective a yood constitutional return. 
Or does the Governor mean for us to under- 

stand that he is williny to invoke the aid of a 

statute which will defeat a yood return, but is 

not u-iltiny to invoke a statute which will 

remedy a defectii 'me? 
Tile provisions of sec. 32 of chap. 4, of the 

Revised Statues, however, are simply directory, 
as to the duties of the seloctmeu and town 

clerk, and ail authorities hold that a failure to 

comply with such provisions in all respects 
would not invalidate the acts done. See Strong 
Pet., 20 Pick., 484. 

The Governor quotes tli is statute erroneously. 
Sec. 32 of chap. 4 was amended by cliap. 213 

of the public laws of 1877 by striking out tlio 

following words, quoted by him, viz: 
“Blanks are not to be counted as votes, and 

votes for persons not eligible to the office shall 
not be counted as votes, but the number of 
such blanks and the number and names on 

ballots for persons not eligible shall be recorded 
emd return made thereof.” 

Did ho hope by this apparently intentional 

misquotation to mislead? He must do so in 

order to justify his action in the case of Farm- 

ington, whoso clerk followed the amended 

statute implicitly by stating the whole number, 
including blanks, as was also the cate in sever- 

al other towns which were thrown out for 

‘discrepancies,” i. e. the whole number ex- 

ceeded the aggregate of all the votes thrown 

for the candidate, because the “whole number” 

included the blanks of which no return was 

uecessary to be made. 
In following papers I purpose to continue 

this review of Mr. Garcelon’s defense of execu- 

tive usurpation. Lex. 
n. 

THE SKOWHEGAN AND CHEK11YFIELD CASES. 
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call yoar attention to the third position of Mr. 

Garcelon, who says: 
3. “Tho Governor and Council have only en- 

deavored to follow, in both letter and spirit* 
the Constitution and laws made in accordance 

therewith, as indicated by their own judgment 
and by the advice of their duly appointed legal 
officer, aided by tho best legal talent in tho 

Stale.” 
This sounds well, hut what are tho facts? 
Take the case of Skowhegan, whose return 

was thrown out because in the opinion of these 

eight men of sound (?) judgment tho Republi- 
can ballots contained distinguishing marks 

to wit: the names of candidates were printed 
in two columns instead of one. 

What was tho object sought to bo aceom. 

plished by the law prohibiting the reception of 

ballots having distinguished marks? It was to 

prevent bribery. Men had been found who 

had marked ballots with some peculiar mark, 
so that they could examine them after they 
had been counted and ascertain whether all 

tho men had cast their votes as they had boon 

paid to do. 
Was the Skowhegan ballot of such a charac- 

ter? The common sense of every honest citi- 

zen will answer .Vo. It was neither vt ithin the 

spirit nor letter of the law. But suppose it 

were otherwise, what right had tho Governor 
and Council to reject tho return? 

Let the law answer—I quote sec. 29 of eh. 4 

of Rev. Stat. 
“No ballot shall bo received at any election 

of State or town officers unless in writing or 

printing upon clean white paper, without any 
distinguishing marks or figures thereon besides 
the names ot tho persons voted for and tlie 
offices to bo tilled, but no rote shall be rejected 
on this account,.after it is received into the bal- 
lot box. 

Again, take the case of Cherryficld, whose 
return was rejected because, forsooth, one of 
the three selectmen was technically an alien, 
i. «., his father was a subject of Great Britain 
and a resident of New Brunswick when he 

was born. His mother was a native of Maine, 
and his father dying in his infancy, sho return- 

ed to tills State, where lie had grown up, and 
lie and all his neighbors had long since forgot- 
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During the war he stood his draft as a citizen, 
and his fellow citizens had repeatedly elected 
him to public office. 

But this wise tribunal decide that, as the law 

requires towns t*> elect a board of their select- 

men, and one of these selectmen is an alien and 
hence illegally elected, therefore the whole Of 
them are i Uegally elected, and their acts arc 

invalid!! 
What a combination of Lnv and logicOf 

course, as they had the advico of tho Att’y- 
General and “of the best legal talent in the 

State,’' their attention must have been called 
to the case of Belfast v. Morrill, 110 Ml'.. 581, 
from which I quote: 

When one of a board of officers is not legal- 
ly elected or qualified, but is an officer de facto, 
he may legally join in the action of the board, 
with those who are officers dejuae 

Also to the following cases,in all of which tho 
court have decided that "the acts of de facto 
officers are valid as respects third parties af- 
fected thereby:” 

Browu v. Lamb, 37 Me. 423. Cushing v. 

Frankfort, 57 Mo. 511. Fowler v. Baker, 0 

Mass. 2:11. Bucknam v. Buggies, 15 Mass, ISO. 
And numerous other cases which might be 
cited. 

It seems that the Hon. A. P. Gould, one of 
the “best lawyers in the .State,” according to 

Governor Garcelou’s own statement, had given 
him tho following opinions in matters of law: 

1. When asked whether the Governor and 
Council could consider a violation of the stat- 

ute in the form of the ballot, he gave “a most 

emphatic negative answer.” 
2. That the Governor and Council had no 

right to go into the proceedings of the meeting, 
except as to the making and sealing of the re- 

turns in open town meeting. 
In these two cases, therefore, the Governor 

stands convicted of acting sontrary to tho stat- 

ute, contrary to tho opinions of the court and 

contrary to the advico of his own legal advisers. 
Lex. 

We sternly condemn every act which is in- 
tended to override the will of the people as ex- 

pressed at the polls, Such a crime is doubly, 
heinous, because it not only deprives citizens 
of their rights, but is a deadly blow at liberty 
itself. It is of tile essence of tyrauuy to count 
in defeated candidates.—New \ ork Star 
(Dem.). 

Dickens’s Letters. 

A Caustic Review by "H. H.” 

[Literary World.] 
This is a book of painful interest, and com- 

ing as it docs, by a singular coincidence, almost 

simultaneously with the news of tlio death of 
Charles Dickens’s wife, it will be read with 
even closer attention than it would otherwise 
have received. Remembering the surprise 
and grief with which all of us who had loved 
and admired Charles Dickous’s writings heard 
the incredible news that he had forsaken the 
wife who had borne to him ten children, we 

turn eagerly to this last and most intimate rec- 

ord of his life to see if we may read “between 
the lines'’ and gather any suggestion of the 
reasons for such a step, any unconscious rcvola. 
tionsof its beginnings and its progress. It 
would be an interesting thing to know how 

many persons have taken up this volume with 
that distinct aim, and have first looked through 
it from beginning to end, skipping all letters 

except those written to his wife and that 
‘isister-in-law” whom ho did not hesitate to 
call publicly his “dearest and best friend.” 

The letters to the wife are soon read. They 
are few—only seventeen in all; while of letters 
to the “Dearest. Georgina,” the sister, there 
are nearly one hundred. His earliest letters 
to his wife are fond, free, and loving: the “in- 
compatibility” of which we were told .a quarter 
of a century later did not exist then, appar- 
ently. “Kate,” wnatever her faults, was the 
one to whom he wrote of his plans, and to 
whom he felt "most affectionately.” It is a 

slight thing, but it is no donbt a significant 
one, that there comes a day when a letter be- 
gins “My dear Catherine,” and not “Dearest 
Kate.” The letters grow fewer and farther 
between, colder in tone, and more and more 

barren of any evidence of pleasure in the writ- 
ing. By this time Mrs. Dickens is the mother 
of nine children; often ill, and no doubt sadly 
altered. Few women bear nine children in 
nineteen years without paying heavy penally 
for it in loss of elasticity of temper and fresh- 
ness of face. But it is surely a cruel thing 
when to these losses is added the loss of that 
love for whoso sake the others were gladly con- 
fronted and borne. 

Year by year the letters to “Georgina” grow 
longer, warmer and more intimate, She is 
evidently his “audience,” so far as a vain and 
selfish man can be satisfied with the “audi- 
ence” of one human being. The letters at 
some periods follow each other with noticeable 
fn.rinnncv everv other dav. every two days; 
sometimes they are begun in the morning and 
finished at bedtime. It is a marvel—except 
that blinded people aro always so blindly blind 
—that there shonld have been concerned in 
the arranging and publishing of these letters 
nobody who had instinct and insight enough to 

perceive tho effect that must inevitably be pro- 
duced by them: nobody who had so little in- 
stinct and insight as to suppose that the mere 

fact of the letters not being love letters in the 
ordinary acceptance of word and phrase would 
make any odds in their revelation of the in- 
timacy of the relation between Dickens and 
his sister-in-law. 

Neither was tliero any good and sufficient 
reason for publishing so many of them on ac- 
count of their being specially characteristic or 

historical. They are in quality, exactly like 
all the rest; only differing in degree; a littte 
more diffuse, undisguised and unabashed in 
their egotism—that is all. They have one 

theme from first to last, and it is the same 

theme which, with very few exceptions, fills 
all the other letters, i. e., Charles Dickens, 
what he is doing, and what the world thinks of 
it, says of it, does about it. In this regard, 
these letters arc truly pitiful. Letters which 
might have been from their standpoints of 
date and place, and from Dickens’s familiarity 
with men of note and things of interest, simply 
invaluable and delightful, are saddening to 

read, and are almost without interest except as 

a means of understanding Dickens's character. 
Contrast them with almost any letters known, 
written by public men of any age, and they 
stand out bald and poor in their selfish itera- 
tions of the struggles and triumphs of one 

man. He lias the usual off-hand jollity and 
semblance of good-fellowship which so often 
accompany inordinate selfishness, and go so 

far to cover up its unsuspected shame. People 
can livo very close to this sort of good-natured, 
affectionate-phrased, vivacious, hilarious, rol- 
licking, insatiate vanity, and never find it out. 

Its very surface is its shield; its shallowness is 
its safety; its arrogance its success. Must we 

go farther, and say that some of the most strik- 
ing instances of this which the world 
has seen have been found in the ranks of men 

who were u cne realm or another ar- 

tists, and creators of beautiful art? Who 
could find it easy to believe that tho man who 
mado us all cry year after year with his inimi- 
table pathos, his seemingly unlimited compre- 
hension of and sympathy with all human sor- 

rows that can make human hearts ache to the 
breaking, could have broken in its faithful 
old age the heart of the woman who had borne 
him ten children? We did not believe it; and 
therefore, when the news came, we felt loyally 
withheld from taking it at its import. We 
gave to Charles Dickens the man the benefit 
of the doubt made mighty in our minds by the 
work of Charles Dickens the artist. The me- 

| moir written by his friend and admirer, Mr. 
Forster, shook this our loyalty; but it was re- 
.i *l„oa rolnumc lttttArc tn nrtmnlfttfl 

its downfall. Henceforth the man and the ar- 

tist are two in our regard; and while before, it 
was the man who gained what he did not de- 
serve by reason of the artist, now, it will be, 
by a subtle retribution, the artist that will lose 
in the loss of the man, for, ultimately, it must 

react; we snail admit the beauty of the phrase, 
the tenderness of the story, the pathos of the 
scene; but we shall have no longer an undivid- 
ed mind with which to think about it. The 

ugly shadow of the memory of the moral pov- 

erty which underlay the intellectual wealth; of 
the piteous caricature which deeds were to 

words, and acts to professed sentiments in the 
life, will dog our old love like a headsman, 
and we shall not save it alive long. 

Some of Mr. Dickens’ friends in America 
will hardly enjoy, it would seem, his cavalier 
references to them. They were of use to him, 
and enjoying that, he enjoyed them: and ;n 

the glamour of his delightful bonhommie no 

doubt he carried them along with him swim- 

mingly, apparently on a high tide of friend- 

ship; and yet the best thing he has to say about 
them in his most private speech to his most in- 
timato confidante is that they “are never in 
the way and never out of it,” and, with a most 

amusing and unconscious patronizingness, that 

they have had “a plum pudding brought in 
blazing” which could "not be surpassed m any 
house in England.” Why should it, forsooth? 
Plum puddings brought in blazing aro very 
common in America. 

Nothing i3 more striking in the lives of inor- 

dinately selfish people than the certainty that 
they will be surrounded to the last by adorers; 
by those who take them unquestioningly on 

tlioir own showing, aud at their own valuation. 
This never fails. More often these adorers are 

outside of a man’s own household; yet itoc- 
oasionally happens, as in this instance, that 
evon there, the sham passes for the reality— 
the semblance for tho true thing. 

There is something almost touching in the 
aaivete with which the sister-in-law and eldest 
daughter of -Mr. Dickens say in tneir preiace 
that they have published some of the more 

private letters to show that lie did not consider 
any matters of liis household “too trivial to 

claim his care and attention.” This sentence 

strikes and reveals the key on which these two 

women's adoration of Mr. Dickens was pitched; 
and one great reason, no doubt, why he liked 
living with them better than lie liked living 
with his wife; who.it is more than probable, 
would not have considered it a marvellous vir- 
tue in tho father of ten children to be in the 
habit of sharing the marked, continuous and 
minute attention “to household matters” which 
the needs of such a household make necessary. 

It is a sad and thankless business to have to 

feel like this about a man whom one lias for 
so many years “delighted to honor;’’ hut it is 
a feeling which one cannot escape, and whose 

expression it ii hard to evade. It is his own 

doing, too. The portrait which has given us 

this revulsion is, as tho two women say in their 
prcfaco only too truly, 

A portrait of himself by himself. 
As such, it ought to bo read by every man 

and woman who has laughed and cried over 
his stories. And if, in reading it, we are in 
danger of doing less than justice to the man 

who drew it, we shall at least have the com- 

pensation of knowing that it has enabled us to 
do a late justice in our thoughts to the woman 

who, when her husband desired to live with 
her no longer, went away, silent, with her el- 
dest son—only one child out of her ten—and 
lived and died, silont! 

The Fraud—A Legal Aspect of It. 
It is agreed that, il the law of 1877 allowing 

the returns to be amended is constitutional, 
the vote of Portland should have been counted. 

The Governor and Council ought to have 
asked the opinion of tho Supremo Court upon 
that question, as tho Constitution itself pro- 
vides: “They shall be obliged to give their 

opiuion upon important questions of law aud 

upon solemn occasions, whenever required by 
tlie Governor, Council, Senate, Sea.” Art. VI, 
sec. 8. How much more dignified, not to say 
docent, it would have been for Governor Gar- 
colou to apply to the Supremo Judicial Court, 
rather than partisan lawyers, however “able,” 
in his perplexity. 

But what I want to say is that the Supreme 
Court have indicated that the law of 1877 is 

constitutional, aud I have no donbt that it was 

passed at their suggestion. 
In the opiuion of the Court, at Vol. 64, 

Maine Reports, page 596, given about a year 
before the passage of the law of 1877, the 
Council having inquired of them whether re- 

turns of votes for Representatives could be 

amended, they say that the law of Revised 

Statutes, ch. 78, §5, had not been extended to 

such returns; aud they add, “Whether a far- 
ther enlargement of their (the Governor and 

Council’s) powers may not be expedient, is a 


