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THE KEY WEST CITIZEN

I WILL always seek the truth and print it
without fear and without favor; never be
afraid to attack wrong or to applaud right;
always fight lor progress; never be the or-
gan or th mouthpiece of any person, clique,
faction or class; always do its utmost for the
puolic welfare; never tolerate corruption or
injustice; denounce vice and praise virtue,
commend good done by individual or organ-
ization, tolerant of others’ rights, views and
opinions; print only news that will elevate
and not contaminate the reader; never com-

i promise witn principle. 0
I

IMPROVEMENTS FOR KEY WEST
ADVOCATED BY THE CITIZEN

1. Water and Sewerage.
2. More Hotels and Apartments.
3. Beach and Bathing Pavilion.
4. Airports—Land and Sea.
5. Consolidation of County and City Gov-

ernments.

C A Modern City Hospital.

Dictators are worse than thieves.
There is honor among thieves, none among
dictators.

A few days ago 835 marriage licenses
were issued in New York in a single day,
and the cops turr .1 more than 400 away.
Quite evident thu.. the marital intent is to
dodge the martial draft.

Representative Martin of Massa-
chusetts, chairman of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, said in a recent speech
that President Roosevelt has “made and
broken” 57 major promises in eight years.
Maybe those are 57 reasons why this coun-
try is in such a pickle.

At last some of the Reds are getting
it in the neck. In New York 208 WPA em-
ployees who registered as Communists in
♦he 193 G Presidential election were dis-
charged. All Communists or Nazis who
have so declared themselves will be bar-
red from WPA employment according to
the provisions of the Emergency Relief
Act now in force.

Immigration to Mexico of 250,000
Spanish refugees who had fled to France
during the recent civil war will revitalize
that country to a marked degree, provided
they become citizens, and not return to the
mother country after they have amassed
a competency or send their earnings to in-
digent relatives during the process. Span-
iards are a hard-working people and
thrifty.

In “America,” a book by Wyndham
Lewis, ar. English writer, he discusses
many things about America and its people.
Tie regrets that he failed to write about
what he regards as too much native em-
phasis on masculinity in this country, but
what he forgot to write in his treatise he
told his publisher, William Soskin. Mr.
Lewis thinks there is too much he-man-
nishness here. Each man wants to make
. \eiycne else thir.k he is far more mas-
culine than anyone else. Ernest Heming-
way, who is a citizen of Key West and has
a very fine home on Whitehead street, is

best example of this type of mind, the

author states. “He is like a small boy dis-
maying his muscles. Really, though, he is
a magnificent artist. He does it very
well.”

MORE ON OUR STREETS

One of Key West’s livest civic groups,
I

the Junior Chamber of Commerce, took
recognition of the conditions of the city’s
streets at their meeting this week and took
initial steps to see what can be done about

' all the chuck holes.
Since last publicized, these same

chuck holes, in many cases, have become
| veritable shell craters as the heavy rains

of the past few days acted to wear away
marl base and other pieces of road ma-
terial on several streets. It is well, then,
that the Jaycees have decided that there’s
been enough talk about the condition of
our streets—it’s time now for action.

Difficulty will be experienced, The
Citizen suggests, when funds for sponsor-
ship of a WPA Project will be sought.
’Twas ever thus in such matters—but, per-
haps, this will prove to be an exceptional
case. There are hundreds of auto drivers '
in Key West who fervently hope so.

There is a danger, however, that
should any street repair project get start-
ed, it may take us into the middle of the
tourist season when everv inch of the
streets will be needed, it is predicted, for
visiting cars as well as our own.

So—if there’s anything to be done on
this subject, it seems impe/ative that it be
done right away. If nothing more, a tem-

; poiary repair project could be instituted
that would bring the streets into fair con-
dition. We will all trust that the fills will
hold until next spring when a permanent
job can be started.

Other organizations should follow the
lead provided by the Jaycees and give
thoughtful consideration to this matter of
“poor streets”.

WAR PROFITS AND A FORMER WAR

The people of the United States
should not lose sight of the immense profits
that some business interests expect to make
out of the national defense program.

We know that there are big business
leaders who insist that they are patriotic
and ready to serve their country". Most
of them are patriotic but they will charge
the nation full price for any services en-
dered.

The experience of this country in the
last war aptly demonstrates the truth of
this assertion.

While we are not convinced that it is
to the national interests at this time to
commandeer industrial plants for national
defense, we are thoroughly in favor of
stringent legislation to regulate the profits
of war industries. If men are to be drafted

i for a year’s service in the Army, it is only
fair and equitable that business and indus-
try make a reasonable contribution to na-

• tional defense, which includes the protec-
tion of their interests.

In this connection, it is interesting to
note that the Justice Department has ask-

j ed the Supreme Court to review two World
War decisions involving profits on ship-
building contracts. The Government’s
petition charges that the Bethlehem Ship-

; building Corporation had a contract to re-
i ceive the cost of constructing vessels, plus

| a fixed profit of about ten per cent, with a
“bonus for savings” equal to one-half of

I the amount by which actual cost was less
than estimated costs.

It is charged that the shipbuilding com-
pany submitted inflated estimates of costs,
with the result that it would receive over
$25,000,000 profits for doing work which
cost about $93,000,000, without running
any risk of loss.

The United States brought suit to re-
cover excess profits paid to the Company

, in Pennsylvania. The Federal judge ruled
1 that the Government could not recover the
profits already paid but he called the
transaction a “daylight robbery” and said
that the company’s conduct reminded him
of Rob Roy “who admitted he was a rob-
ber but proudly proclaimed that he was
no thief.”

The Government has asked the Su-
preme Court to review the case because it
is “now engaged in a program of military’
and naval armament comparable to or

i greater than that undertaken in 1917 and
1918” and that it is “of immediate national

, concern that there should be an authorita-
tive determination of the extent to which
the country’s need should place it at the
mercy of its contractors.”

Obviously, it is of vital importance to
the Government to secure prompt ad-
judication of the questions raised in order
to be able to adequately protect itself in
the framing of contracts connected with

. the present defense emergency. |
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Casual Slaughters
—By VIRGINIA HANSON’- vCf——— -

Y Adam drops n
at Kay’s with an address book of
Ivan’s containing the names of
literary and theatrical people in
New York and Hollywood and
the dog-eared manuscript of a
p lay. Then Sandra enters.

Chapter 23

‘Highborn Russian*

I SMILED and Adam caught me
at it. He raised his white

brows.
“Just imagining you in a pow-

dered wig,” I said.
“One of the things I like about

you is that you understand me
so thoroughly,” he returned
blandly.

Sandra glanced from one to the
other of us with baffled distrust.
Then her small dark eyes rested
on Adam in a child's frank ap-
praisal.

“Your hair looks sort of pow-
dered,” she said. “I never saw
such white hair on a young man
—it’s distinguished.”

“Not white—just tow,” Adam
corrected. But the most idiotic ex-
Eression of gratification sprained

is face, and there was a gleam
of approval in his eyes as he
handed her tenderly into a chair.

“It’s not every man,” he began
expansively, “who is lucky enough
to get a word alone with a bride
on her wedding day ”

“What do you mean alone?” I
asked coldly. “Would you like me
to withdraw?”

“Dear me. no. Think of the
proprieties! I was speaking in a
relative manner only. Relatively
alone, I meant to say.”

“Then I’ll relatively with-
draw.”

I stood up and strolled toward
the inner bedroom, swishing my
silk housecoat, making it Swirl
around my ankles. I had not
missed the teasing note in his
voice; neither had I missed his
moronic response to Sandra’s
crude flattery. I felt unreasonably
irritated.

I gave the door a push as I
passed it, but it did not entirely
close. Eventually, I knew, he was
going to work around to asking
her questions, and I wanted to
hear the answers. So, having
gathered up the necessary arti-
cles, I settled myself near that
partially open door and pro-
ceeded to do my nails.

He was wishing her happiness
and making the usual remarks
about Jeff being a lucky devil.

“I’m so glad you feel that way,”
she answ*ered plaintively. “I’m in
rather an awkward position here,
as you’ve probably noticed. Jeff
tried to get another station, but
Colonel Pennant insisted on hav-
ing him in the regiment, so what
could we do?”

“I must be stupid. It seems to
me an ideal arrangement—you’re
all such friends.”

Her laugh was a little overdone
as to bitterness.

“You’re not including Julia in
that, are you? She’d scratch my
eyes out if she dared. She wanted
him herself, of course, and the
poor boy had to make heroic ef-
forts to break away. He couldn’t
avoid being thrown with her a
great deal when they were both
at West Point—and he was so
young he didn’t realize what he
was letting himself in for.”

The point of my nail file slipped,
and I had to go into the bathroom
to stanch the bleeding before I
could finish. So I missed some
of what followed. When I came

i back they were talking about
Ivan’s play.

She admitted that he had told
her about it.

“It was a shame the way they
treated him,” she said indignant-

' ly. “It’s not as if he was entirely
unknown—he had a play on
Broadway last year.”

' “Did he?” Adam sounded sur-
prised. “What was the name of
ft?”

She told him. I had never heard
of it. Neither, apparently, had
Adam.

‘Devoted Servants’
“r\ID it have good notices? How

long did it run?”
“It was a wonderful play,” she

said firmly. “But the critics
chose to make fun of it I suppose
because he was a Russian. People
in this country think Russians
are all crazy. Just as they think
Swedes are funny and Italians
romantic. It’s a form of national
conceit that is really just ig-
norance.”

“There’s something in what you
say,” Adam admitted. “So Ivan
was Russian. You mean he was
born in Russia?”

“He was smuggled out of Rus-
sia by devoted servants when he
was only a small child. His own
people, of course, were all shot
They—they were too close to the
czar.”

“The strvants brought him over
here?”

“First to England. They passed
him off as their own child, who
died of privations on the way.
But there were people who knew
—other refugees, and members of
the British aristocracy. They saw
to it that he was educated at Ox-
ford. Thai—then he had to come
over here.”

“Why?”
-It was safer.”
She stopped, and I could hear

her draw a long breath. “You
mustn’t ask me any more about
it That’s all I know. There woe
things he couldn’t tell me. I know

that he had powerful friends.
'You—you haven’t heard from
any of them yet?”

“You mean they would have
read of his death in the papers?"
He sounded skeptical. “No, I can’t
say that we have. We had a wire
from his people this morning—-
his mother and father in Brook-
lyn. The address was among his
papers and we notified them last
night. Early this morning, rather.
Soon aftc*- we found him. They
want the body sent home.”

“The devoted servants,” San-
dra breathed softly. “They would
have followed him to the ends of
the earth ”

It sounded like a bad radio
drama. Was it possible that San-
dra believed all this stuff? Didn’t
she know that everyone who
came out of Russia during the
revolution was at least a grand
duke? And there was that child-
ish joke about Bertie Wooster
that Gerald had perpetrated last
night, and Ivan’s outrageously
phony British accent. He had
never seen Oxford; I thought it
unlikely that he had ever seen
the British Isles.

There was a short pause, then
Adam spoke regretfully.

“I had hoped you could help
us. You see, it seems such a point-
less crime. There’s no motive.”

“Isn’t there?”
My flesh crawled a little at that

flat, emotionless voice. She might
as well have come right out and
accused Jeff. Did she really be-
lieve he had killed Ivan? Could
any woman marry a man she be-
lieved to be a murderer?

Adam chose to ignore the im-
plication.

“Well, you see,” he said
smoothly, “hardly anyone here so
much as knew him. Colonel Pen-
nant says he had never seen the
man; Mimi thought she might
have met him once at your apart-
ment, but she couldn’t be cer-
tain; Jeff says he had only the
most casual acquaintance with
him. Now as a rule a crime like
murder presupposes a strong mo-
tive. I wonder—you say he had
powerful friends. Had he any
enemies?”

‘Spies’
“ALL highborn Russians have
** enemies,” she said gran-

diosely. “But if you mean one of
them killed him, that’s impossi-
ble. They are all abroad—com-
munist agents, spies.”

"We have spies and communist
agents in this country too, you
know,” Adam said dryly. “And
not all in books, either.”

“But not here, on a Middle
Western army post.” She sound-
ed amus0d

“Why not? Maybe you read in
the papers about a recent case
that involved an enlisted man at
Mitchel Field?”

“No. No, I didn’t see that.”
There was a short pause, dur-

ing which she seemed to be di-
gesting this information, for
when she spoke again she sound-
ed less certain, less in command
of the situation.

“I—l can’t believe that. You’re
just trying to find an excuse,
aren’t you? Aren’t you? Oh, I
know how it is in the army—-
protect the personnel at all cost.
Especially when it’s a civilian
who gets killed. All this talk of
spies! You don't believe that, do
you? Do you?"

But there was no question in
my mind that she sounded wor-
ried.

Adam was silent under this
shrewd counterattack. Perhaps he
was remembering the talk we
had had before she came in. But
he would not ask her what she
meant, at whom she was hinting.
And by marrying Jeff she had put
herself in a position where she
could not come out openly and
accuse him. If that was what she
wanted to do. And I was becom-
ing increasingly more certain that
it was.

“If you are in possession of in-
formation incriminating to any-
one, regardless of the person, it
is your duty to report it,” he said
stiffly. Her attack had been
shrewd, but she had lost ground
with Adam bv implying that he
would evade his duty. As I may
have remarked, Adam is a man
of principle.

“I’ve told you all I can," she
said, and with that equivocal re-
sponse put a period to the inter-
view. I heard her rise and take
her departure.

I came out of the bedroom
holding my fingers apart to let
the enamel dry and found Adam
standing in the middle of my sit-
ting room staring at the floor. I
asked him for a cigarette and he
placed one between my lips,
struck a light and held it for me,
but all with the same air at ab-
straction.

“I was going to ask you to have
supper with me," he said abrupt-
ly. “But I can’t now. I’ve got to
see to things. I’ve decided to take
the body East.”

“Couldn’t someone else do
that?”

“Yes, but I want to talk to that
pair—those devoted servants."

“Surely you don’t believe that
tale?”

“It isn't a question of what I
believe. It could be true. Sandra
obviously thinks it is. And far
some reason or other I threw an
awful scare into her when I
talked of spies. I want to find out
why."

I was silent for a moment,
thinking bleakly of the days
when he would be gone.

Te fee continued

Today’s Horoscope
Today gives considerable com-

mercial ability with a mathemat-

ical mind, but there is too much
tendency to quarrelling, with se-
rious consequences. Avoid trou-
ble with foreigners, especially if
the business leads to foreign

• lands.

In The School Hour Husk
. By PENETRATOR

My son is six, he thinks that he’s
outgrown

His baby days and breakfast
mush.

As off to school, my boy has
flown;

My heart is heavy in the school
hour hush.

He wants to go to school.

My girl is twelve, she knows
that she has grown

To womanhood and modern
rush,

As off to school, my girl has
flown;

My heart is heavy in the school
hour rush.

She likes to go to school.

My age is known. I'm sorry that
I’ve grown

To lonesome days and care-worn
flush.

As off to school my kith have
flown;

My heart is heav> T in the school
. hour hush.
I want to go to school.

FOOD FACTS IN A
NUTSHELL

CASHEW NUTS
The Cashew nut. which comes

from India, grow’* on the end of
a fruit of apple-like appearance
and the kernel is removed from
the hard smooth shell of the
seed. Cashews have increased in
sale in the United States in the
past ten years from 50.000 pounds
annually to nearly 15.000.000
pounds and the demand is still
growing.

TOKAY GRAPES
With an unusually heavy crop

iof Tokay grapes ready for mar-
ket. growers have asked the food
chains to assist in marketing the
crop by featuring this item.
Housekeepers in turn are asked
to co-operate by including To-
kays on their menus for salads,
fruit cocktails and desserts.

APPLES
The apple has been cultivated

in England since the period of
‘ the Roman occupation and by
1688 there were 78 varieties be-
ing grown in and arouhd Lon-
don. There are now 2.000 dif-
ferent varieties which can be
distinguished.

POTATO FROM PERU
Believed to be a native of Peru,

the potato was mentioned In
Spanish books in 1553 as the
“Papa”. Walter Raleigh culti-

vated the potato on his estate
near Cork. Ireland.

TOMATO JUICE
Originally a by-product of the

canned vegetable, tomato juice
has become so popular it is now
a major industry in its own right
and thousands of acres of toma-
toes are grown annually for the
juice. Today only carefully se-
lected sun-ripened tomatoes are
used for the juice.

Today's Birthdays
Genera! John J. Pershing, born

in Linn County. Mo., 80 years
ago.

Sherwood Anderson of Marion.
Va., famed novelist, born at
Camden, Ohio. 64 years ago.

Milton S. Hershey of Hershey,
Pa., candy manufacturer, phil-
anthropist. born in Dauphin Cos..
Pa.. 83 years ago.

U. S. Senator Henry F. Ashurst
. of Arizona bom at Winnemucca.

' Nev., 66 years ago.
Col. Theodore Roosevelt. Jr.,

of New York, born at Oyster
Bay, N. Y., 53 years ago.

Warden Lewis E. Lawes of Sing
Sing, N. Y.. born at Elmira, N. Y..
57 years ago.

Maud Ballington Booth of the
Volunteers of America. New
York, bom in England. 75 years
ago.

Isaac F. Marcosson. journalist-

author, bom at Louisville. Ky.,
63 years ago.

Jesse L. Lasky, movie produc-
er. bom in San Francisco, 60
years ago. *

Claudette Colbert, screen star,
bora in Paris. 33 years ago.

Dr. Irvin Abell of Louisville
Ky., noted surgeon, bom at Le-
banon, Ky., 64 years ago.
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