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CONVENTION / CALLS. 
County Primaries to fleet Delegates 

to County Conventions are to 

be Held Mafch 10th. 

Two Republican County Conventions 

One to be Hefl the 12th and 

One me 15th. 

With the openiig of March politics 
•will begin to w/rm up considerable. 
The town electi/ns will occur on the 
eighth and on pe tenth the first set of 
primaries of /the year will be held 
throughout thfe county for the election 
of delegates tp the county conventions 
to elect delegates to the congressional 
and State Conventions. The State 
•central compitee called the county con
ventions wr the election of county 
delegates /o the State convention to 
meet on tHe fifteenth of March, while 
the Eighth district congressional com
mittee met at Duluth and set the date 
of the congressional convention for 
the same day, with a call for county 
•conventions to be held on the twelfth. 
This necessitates the holding of two 
county conventions, one on the twelfth 
and another on the fifteenth, but the 
county primaries will elect delegates 
who are to attend both of the county 
conventions, and one set of primaries 
will answer for both conventions. 

The county committee has called the 
primaries for the tenth of March, as 
will be noted by the official call pub
lished in the U n i o n this week. Ac
cording to the apportionment the Mille 
Lacs county convention will be en
titled to fifty-nine delegates while the 
county will send nine delegates to the 
State and congressional conventions. 

The congressional convention will be 
held at Duluth on the fifteenth at the 
city hall for the purpose of electing 
two delegates and two alternates to 
attend the national convention at 
Chicago, and the State convention will 
be held at Minneapolis on the seven
teenth to elect four delegates at large 
and four alternates to represent the 
State at the national convention. 

At the State convention there will 
be 1,176 delegates, apportioned to 
the congressional districts as follows: 
Fi r s t 
Second 
Third 
Fourth. 
f i f t h 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 
Ninth 

148 
1 « 
125 
98 

na 
142 
158 
1.J7 
Hi) 

Total . 1,17b 

There will be 126 delegates at the 
congressional covention at Duluth, 
apportioned as follows: 
Ai t l aa 
Anoka 
Carlton 
Cook 
Isanti 
I tasca 
Kanabec 
Lake 
Mille Lacs 
P ine 
St Louis 

Total 12G 

An E n t e r t a i n m e n t . 
The musical and literary entertain

ment given at the opera house Friday 
evening under the auspices of the M. 
E. church was fairly well patronized 
for an event of that nature, though 
the entertainment was really deserving 
of a much larger house. Miss Mae 
Cole, vocal soloist of Minneapolis, 
tendered her services for the occasion 
without charge, and sang three selec
tions. She has a contralto voice that is 
rather pleasing and sang very nicely, 
but the singer could not tell whether the 
audience was appreciative or not. If 
absence of encore is any criterion the 
audience was without approbation, but 
more than one deserving performer 
has left the footlights of the Princeton 
opera house without any evidence of 
appreciation, though the audience if 
it had been personally appealed to 
would in almost every instance have 
manifested its feeling. 

The local talent which assisted in 
the entertaimennfc demonstrated its 
capability. The male quartette, com
posed of Prof. Selleck, Fremont 
Woodcock. Otto Radeke and Pert 
Selleck were especially good. Prof. 
Selleck is leader of the singing at the 
M. E. church and has taken great in
terest in the work. His rich tenor 
voice is frequently heard in solos d,t 
the evening service at the church. The 
other members of the quartette are de
serving of praise for they each did 
very well. Rev. Gratz amused the 
audience with a short humorous talk, 
and one of Eugene Field's poems. B. 
O. Brown's trombone solo, "The Song 
That Reached My Hear t , "was ren
dered with considerable spirit, and the 
flute solo, by Alphonso Nachbar was 
also good. A. G. Nachbar sang 
"Pretty J a n e " as a baritone solo. All 
of these musical selections were loudly 
encored. Prof. Selleck sang "Adieu 
Marie ," and neglected to return with 
his encore which was called for. 

Helen and Mary Patterson played a 
piano duet, which with selections by 
the orchestra completed the musical 
part of the program. Recitations and 
readings were given by Miss Lizzie 
Townsend, Miss Mabel Evans, Miss 
Freda Bauer, Mrs. Rose Patterson 
and Miss Margaret King, all of whom 
did well. 

The entertainment was appreciated, 
since there ha \e been very few so far 
this season. Princeton play and 
amusement bills have been almost a 
blank this season. The band boys 
promise something good in the near 
future. 

D a u g h t e r ' s Hero ic A c t . 
By the burning of a boarding house 

in Minneapolis last week Mrs. Daniel 
Rathjens, whose home is in the town 
of Bradford in Isanti county, was 
seriously burned, while her daughter, 
Miss Laura Rathjens, made a very 
brave effort to rescue her mother from 
the burning building. Miss Rathjens 
and a lady friend were awakened early 
in the morning by the presence of 
smoke in the room. When they awoke 
they found that the bed clothes were 
afire, the flames having burned 
through the floor into the room. Miss 
Rathjens rushed up stairs to her 
mother's room and started down stairs 
with her, but the suffocating smoke 
and the hot flames forced her to drop 
her mother in the hallway, and the 
svoman was trampled on by boarders 
who rushed out and did not notice her 
as she lay at the foot of the stairway. 
Mrs. Rathjens .was seriously burned 
and bruised but will recover. Her 
daughter was also burned some as 
were other members of the household. 

Mrs. Rathjens is the mother of Mrs. 
Wm. Robbers whose husband formerly 
ran the old Commercial hotel in Cam
bridge. - She is also the mother of 
Mrs. E. F. Gillespie, wife of Sheriff 
Gillespie of Cambridge. 

L e n t e n R e g u l a t i o n s 
Bishop Trobec of the St. Cloud 

diocese has issued his Lenten regula
tions, the observance of which began 
yesterday, which was the first day of 
Lent. Accompanying his circular was 
a letter to pastors in which the bishop 
called the attention of pastors to many 
of the common abuses of Lent as well 
as disregard of the rules and customs 
of the Catholic church. He referred 
to intemperance which he styled "the 
shipwreck of chastity." He also re
ferred with stinging rebuke to the 
dancing evil and stated that some 
were immodest and dangerous, re
marking that "young people allow 
themselves often liberties over which 
angels weep." 

The oath-bound societies came in 
for the bishop's denunciation, and he 
did not forget to refer to "mixed mar
r iages" which were weakening the 
church. 

L e g a n d A n k l e C r u s h e d . 
While assisting in moving a granary 

and corn crib belonging to Halvor 
Negaard of Santiago, on Wednesday 
of last week, Nels Nelson, a son of 
Halvor Nelson, fell and had both feet 
caught under one of the sled runners 
and was pinned under the runner and 
the heavy load for three-quarters of 
an hour, before he could be released. 
One of his legs escaped injury as it 
rested in an ice or snow pocket, but 
he did not escape so well with the 
other leg and foot. The ankle bone 
was split and the bone of the leg was 
broken in two places. The boy was 
driving the hind team and was tripped 
on some brush beside the road. In 
falling his legs went under the runner. 
Dr. Cooney was called and attended 
to the boy's injuries. 

Collision N e a r C lea r L a k e . 
A head-on collision occurred last 

Thursday afternoon between two 
freight trains on the Northern Pacific, 
a short distance east of Clear Lake 
station. 

Both engines were wrecked and one 
train took fire and five loaded cars 
were destroyed. One of the trains was 
loaded with sheep but not an animal 
was killed. Although several mem
bers of both train crews had narrow 
escapes and were badly shaken up by 
the force of the collision, no one was 
hurt. 

D o n ' t D o I t . 
The Spencer Brook correspondent 

of the Cambridge Independent says: 
"There is strong talk of either selling 
or closing the creamery as it is not 
paying expenses this winter. At the 
annual meeting Will J . Barton was 
elected secretary and manager, Fred 
Goodwin, treasurer and R. Lempke, 
president." 

D a l b o Wolves . 
Paul Olson of Dalbo brought in 

three wolves last week and carried 
away $37.50 bounty. Andrew A. Berg 
of Stanchfield, Albert E. Black of 
Wyanett each brought in one and John 
Nesbitt began the week by capturing 
one on the west side of the river.— 
Cambridge Press. 

VOLUME XXVIII. NO. 10. 

MERGER INTERVIEW. 
R. C. Duun Plainly States His Posi

tion on the Merger and Laws 

Relating to Same. 

His Views and Statements flade in 

an Interview in the St. Paul 

Pioneer Press. 

Hon. R. C. Dunn, one of the candi
dates for the Republican nomination 
for governor, gave the Pioneer Press 
yesterday an interview setting forth 
his attitude and views on the so-called 
"merger"question. He protests vig
orously against attempts which, he 
says, are being made by political op
ponents to place him in a false light 
before the people of the State on this 
issue, and in unmistakable language 
he states his views in his own forcible 
way, and cites what he has said on 
previous occasions. Outside of his 
statement that he does not believe in 
senseless abuse of J. J . Hill, Mr. 
Dunn's position on this question seems 
to be more advanced and more den-

Mr. Hill is inspired by rival railway 
companies.' said Mr. Dunn, ' and am 
heartily out of sympathy with it be
cause of that belief. It is a fight be
tween the Great Southern Railway 
syndicate and Mr. Hill. As between 
th i two, I am for Mr. Hill. He is a 
Minnesota man and has built up our 
country. He is not a wrecker and his 
opponents are. 

s ' l a m Mr. Hill 's friend, but I can 
lofck the world in the face and say that 
I Save never owed him an obligation, 
aria none of the politicians who are 
fighting him can say that. I have 
never shown him any favor that I have 
not shown other railway companies 
and I will not. I owe none of them 
any allegiance or obligations. 

^ 'My official actions have always 
been calculated to redound to the in
terests of the State. I have made mis
takes, but I have not been unfaithful. 

% ' I realize that what I am saying is 
not in accord with the apparent trend 
of i popular feeling, but 1 have worked 
for the interests of Minnesota, and not 
for the spectacular effect on the grand 
stand. I am willing to stand on the 
record I have made in this office, and 
if the people are not satisfied—well, I 
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PROGRAM OF SCHOOL PLAYS 

A n d E n t e r t a i n m e n t b y H i g h S c h o o l P u p i l s a t t H e 

O p e r a H o u s e M o n d a y E v e n i n g , F e b . 2 2 d . 

PART 1 

Cborus "Forest Glee ' 
Address, George Washington Earl Kdhher. 
Music, "Doati YeCiy, Ma Honey," Male Quartette. 
Character Speech, "Irish Pbilosophy," Vernon Dickey 

TENNYSON'S "DREAM OF FAIR WOMEN " 
Reader Grace Morehouse. 
Cleopatra Grace Sad ley. 
Helen of Troy Mabel Gennow. 
Iphijrenia Mary Patterson 
Jephthah's. Daughter Jennie Whitney 
Rosamond Mary Steinbacb. 
Queen Eleanor Ruth Briggs. 
Su Thomas Moore's Daughter Phoebe Westerhng. 
Joan of Arc ; Hazel Jaax. 
Queee Elinor Luella Rines. 

Tableau of all Characters.. 

PART m - .? 
> - ^L** H v ' i •*• 'i 

CfiVus , ." ..'.T. :#a^onf ight Bells ana S b n g . " * ^ 
Music, "Until the Dawn," Male Quartette. 5 

TRIAL OF P E T E R SLOPER FOR SLEEPING IN CHURCH. 
Jerimiab Goggles, Esq , justice of the peace Earl Hatch 
Peter Sloper, the accused Monroe Ames. 
John Stubhs, constable, Harold Selleck 
Uriah Ketchum, lawyer for defen&e % Jehse Orton. 
Jonathan Grundy, lawyer for prosecution WilWd Selleck. 
Blind Carman, witness, Guy Cordiner 
Tim Scroggs, witness David King. 
Wife of P Sloper, witness Lilian Kaliher. 
Sobrina Higgins Lena Nachbar. 
Parson Lengthy Fremont Woodcock. 
Deacon Sniffpole Harold Van Alstein 
"Nine Little Olive Plants' ' Sloper's Children. 

Duet, "Robin is Coming Again," 
Misses Brown. Nachbar, Boyle and Selleck 

Character Song, "The Regular Armj , O" BOYS' Chorus 
Board open lor reserved seats Saturday at 1 o'clock at Jesmer's store 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * « j r * * » ^ « m * * * « * « * * * * * * * * ^ 

nitely stated than some of his compet
itors in the gubernatorial contest. He 
says: 

"The Collins and administration 
machine forces who are opposing my 
gubernatorial candidacy have been 
busily engaged for some time past in 
circulating misleading and false state
ments and garbled extracts from an in
terview I have given in reference to my 
attitude on the question of the railroad 
merger. These extracts, distorted to 
suit their own purposes, the machine 
managers have widely circulated with 
the object of injuring me in the good 
opinion of the people of the State. 

" I t is time that such manisfestly un
scrupulous, unfair attacks should be 
exposed and the falsity of the state
ments of my political opponents 
closely shown. My friends know my 
sentiments and opinions on the merger 
question, and have expressed their 
confidence in my ability and willing
ness to deal with this and all similar 
questions with an eye single to the in
terests of the people and the State of 
Minnesota. 

"The principal thing to which my 
opponents have turned their ingenuity 
and undoubted powers of misrepre
sentation is an interview with me which 
was printed in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press on Jan. 5, 1902, in which I com
mented on the merger at some length. 
The machine managers are using parts 
and garbled extracts from this inter
view with the object of creating an im
pression that I expressed an opinion 
favorable to the merger. I will let 
what I said in that interview speak for 
itself, and an exact copy of it as pub
lished in the Pioneer Press is as fol
lows: ! 

" 'I^believe that the fight against 

am through in a year, and I don't 
want any more of it. 

" ' I am not a candidate for re-elec
tion. The use of my name as a can
didate for governor is unauthorized, 
viciously a part of the fight, and the 
men who are responsible for it are 
guilty of perpetrating deliberate false
hood. I have never told any man 
that I would be a candidate for gover
nor. 

" ' I do not like to discuss my per
sonal business in the public press, but 
the statement that I was summoned to 
New York by Mr. Hill is equally false. 
I went to New York to negotiate the 
sale of some copper lands in Alaska 
in which I -.am interested with some 
gentlemen formerly employed as cruis
ers in this office. My meeting with 
Mr. Hill was largely accidental and 
purely social.' 

"The above interview was given at 
a time when Gov. Van Sant was a can
didate for a second term, and when 
strong efforts were being made to in
duce me to become a candidate in op
position to him. It is needless to say 
that I absolutely declined to oppose 
Van Sant or to permit the use of my 
name in opposition to him. 

"The above interview contains noth
ing that I cannot indorse to-day. In 
referring to Mr. Hill as I did, I had 
in mind the great benefits which my 
home village of Princeton and the sur
rounding district, in common with the 
whole of Northern Minnesota, have 
received from the enterprise and sa
gacity of Mr. Hill. 

'"I do not and cannot at any, time 
sympathize with or uphold violation 
of the laws of the State by any in
dividual or corporation, railroad or 
otherwise, and I feave never dpne 8X>u 

as my record in the State auditor's 
office will fully bear out. I can point 
to several instances where I enforced 
the laws against these lines of railroad 
embraced in what is now termed the 
merger. There was the matter of a 
claim made for lands by the Little 
Falls & Dakota railroad under its 
grant, which I successfully combatted 
and saved to the State $400,000 worth 
of land. My efforts to increase the 
gross earnings tax of the railroads 
was certainly not in the interests of 
the railroads, and it is not likely that 
it pleased Mr. Hill. 

"When I announced my candidacy 
for the Republican nomination for 
governor at the beginning of this 
year, I said: 

" ' I heartily indorse and approve 
the platform adopted by the Republi
can State convention of 1902.' 

"The particular plank of that plat
form referring to the merging of com
peting lines of railroads is as follows: 

" ' I t has been the settled policy, as 
declared in the laws of this State for 
a quarter of a century, that competing 
lines of railway shall not be merged. 
We believe that the protection of the 
citizens and his property, as well as 
the safety of the State, rests on obe
dience to the laws. ' 

" In my announcement I also made 
this pledge: ' I pledge myself to a 
fearless and impartial enforcement of 
the laws on our statute books, partic
ularly those which guard the interests 
of the people from the encroachment 
of corporate greed and aggression.' 
Can I make any declaration more ex
plicit upon this question? 

" I have affirmed and I do now again 
affirm that the law should be supreme, 
and as governor it would be a pleas
ure as well as my duty to see that all 
the laws are impartially enforced. I 
believe that the preservation of com
petition between common carriers is 
necessary to the commercial prosper
ity of Minnesota. No matter what 
may be the outcome of the merger suit 
now awaiting adjudication by the 
United States supreme court, we must 
all abide by that decision. However, 
in case the final determination is ad
verse to the best interests of the State, 
I shall urge the enactment of more 
effective legislation, such as will be 
for the best interests of the people. 

"If any voter in the State thinks 
that if I am .chosen governor L will 
be influenced to act against the inter
ests of the State by J. J. Hill, Thomas 
Lowry or any magnate or corporation, 
or induced by them in the remotest 
degree to do anything detrimental to 
the interests of the people of Minne
sota, it is the bounden duty of that in
dividual to oppose my nomination and 
election at the primaries and at the 
polls. 

" I n view of my past record, and my 
expressed declarations on this ques
tion, it is unjust, unfair and dirty 
politics for any one to endeavor to in
fluence the people against me in the 
manner that is being attempted on this 
issue."—St. Paul Pioneer Press (Feb. 
11th.) 

W H E R E C S. M I T C H E L L STANDS. 
I s a t t h e Service of R. C. D u n n a n d Wi l l 

Suppor t H i m for t h e N o m i n a t i o n for 
Governor . 

C. S. Mitchell of the Minnesota 
World's Fair commission, in an inter
view in the Pioneer Press of Monday 
said of the reports that he will resign 
to take part in Mr. Dunn's campaign: 
"The reports were not wholly untrue, 
but were misleading. I do not like to 
break into print, but I am and always 
have been an ardent admirer and sup
porter of Mr. Dunn. I believe that on 
his record he is entitled to the nomin
ation, and I have always been ready 
at any time to do all in my power to 
help him get it. That I was ever 
asked, however, or expected to take 
charge of his headquarters and to 
manage his campaign was rather ab
surd, as Mr. Dunn will manage his 
campaign himself. This has always 
been his custom, and it is a good one, 
for he will owe his nomination wholly 
to himself and to the loyalty of his 
thousands of friends throughout the 
State and not to any person or small 
group of persons. He needs no man
ager. Moreover, he has no headquar
ters. 

"My work with the State board for 
the world's fair is such that I could 
not leave it at this time, however, 
much I might wish to, in justice to the 
members of the board, who have given 
me their confidence and have the first 
right to my services. If, however, I 
can at any time leave this work and 
Mr. Dunn needs me I am certainly al 
his service. And, moreover, whatever 
I may do, when the campaign is over, 
Mr. Dunn will be under no more obli
gation to me than to any one of the 
many others in every county who are 
freely giving him every assistance pos
sible in his candidacy. His support 
does not anywhere come from a hope 
of reward other than his nomination 
will bring.. , • 

"Every one who knows him likes 
'Bob ' Dunn, and has absolute confi
dence in his fearlessness, his honesty 
and his absolute fairness. He has 
more ardent fighting friends than any 
other one man in the State, with the 
exception of Senator Nelson. When 
a man's own townspeople will do 
what the citizens of Princeton have 
done for Mr. Dunn, he has very little 
need for managers or headquarters in 
a political campaign. As things look 
now, it seems to be another Japanese-
Russian affair, with Bob in the role 
of the mikado, and the sympathies of 
the people are divided in about that 
proportion. I hope and believe that 
the convention will simply make it 
unanimous. 

"All the candidates are my friends, 
but I consider this as Mr. Dunn's turn. 
Judge Collins has been repeatedly 
honored by the party, having been 
county attorney, member of the legis
lature and district judge and as justice 
to the supreme court held the highest 
office and the greatest honor the State 
can give a man in his profession. Mr. 
Dunn was always his personal friend 
and political supporter, and it is my 
feeling that he has no occasion at this 
time to resign the office to which he 
was elected for a term of six years to 
chase the governorship. There was 
no party call for him and no public 
demand that he leave the office he was 
elected to fill, to stir up a bitter con
flict in the party that had so honored 
him. Personal ambition is well 
enough, but party loyalty and the 
State's good are, to my notion, much 
more admirable qualities." 

B R A D F O R D F A R M E R D I E S SUDDENLY 

W u l i a m F a r r e U Gets Up a n d Bu i lds F i r e 
a n d Goes B a c k t o Bed a n d Dies. 

William Farrell, a farmer living in 
the town of Bradford, Isanti county, 
was found dead in bed last Thursday 
morning. He goj) up early and built 
the fires and had gone back to bed. 
His wife spoke to him when she awoke 
but he did not answer and she lit the 
lamp and found that the man was 
dead. He probably died a very short 
time after going back to bed. 

The body was interred in the Nichols 
cemetery at Spencer Brook last Sat
urday. Farrell was a man fifty-three 
years of age and had an eighty-acre 
farm which he had struggled hard to 
secure and had one forty clear of debt, 
and the other forty which he bought 
some time ago was almost paid for. 
He was a hard-working man, but pre
ferred to go without the necessaries of 
life in order to get ahead. He lived 
with his family in a very poorly con
structed house and it is said that the 
family lacked the comforts of life, two 
of the little children sleeping these 
cold nights on a bed with nothing but 
a horse blanket over them. Farrell 
had not been in the best of health for 
some time, and his manner of living 
had much to do with his sudden taking 
off. Neighbors have interested them
selves in the family and are seeing 
that they are provided for this winter. 
There are three children, one a boy 
about sixteen years of age. 

A M I L A C A HUMAN B E A S T . 
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J . E . M e r c e r C h a r g e d W i t h T r y i n g t o R a i n 
a Twelve-Year -Old Gir l . 

Marshal Shockley of Milaca brought 
J. E. Mercer, formerly night clerk at 
the Arlington hotel at that place to 
Prineceton Monday afternoon and 
placed Mercer in the lockup over 
night, taking him to the Hennepin 
county jail the next day where Mercer 
will have to remain until the next 
grand jury meets as he is charged with 
a grave offense, that of having carnal 
knowledge of a twelve year-old girl 
at Milaca. Mercer was arrested Mon
day and when he was brought before 
the justice and charged with the 
crime it is claimed that he pled guilty 
but that afterwards he stated that he 
had done nothing to the child of a 
criminal nature. The girl goes to 
the public school in Milaca and Mer
cer was in the habit of paying much 
attention to her and very often took 
her candy at school and was much in 
her company. The teacher noticed the 
man's attentions to the girl and had 
her suspicions that all was not right, 
and she asked the girl about the mat
ter, the result being that the child in
formed the teacher of the man's crimi
nal acts. Feeling over that matter ran 
pretty high a t Milaca and the man was 
brought down to Princeton for safe 
keeping. 

H o u s e B u r n s a t O n a m i a . 
The dwelling house of John Lund-

quist at Onamia was burned on Tues
day afternoon of last week. Mr. 
Lundquist was in the woods at the 
time and Mrs. Lundquist was at home 
with the children. The fire caught 
from a defective chimney in the 
second story of the house and the 
building was totally destroyed. The 
furniture saved were two*chairs, a 
table and sewing machine. There was ^ 
no insurance on either the building or " ^ 
the .furniture, and the loss falls heavily K ' 
on Mr. Lundquist at trie present timei- & ^ 
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