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CHAPTER VI. 
7r*\ HEY finished cutting on section 

I 17 during Thorpe's second 
I week. It became necessary to 

' begin on section 14, -which lay 
two miles to the east. In that direction 
the character of the country changed 
somewhat. 

The pine there grew thick on isolated 
"islands" of not more than an acre or 
BO in extent—little knolls rising from 
the level of a marsh. In ordinary con
ditions nothing would have been easier 
than to have plowed roads across the 
frozen surface of this marsh. The pe
culiar state of the weather interposed 
tremendous difficulties. 

The early part of autumn had been 
characterized by a heavy snowfall im
mediately after a series of mild days. 
A warm blanket of some thickness 
thus overlaid the earth, effectually pre
venting the freezing which subsequent 
cold weather would have caused. All 
the season Eadway had contended with 
this condition. Even in the woods, 
muddy swamp and spring holes caused 
endless difficulty and necessitated a 
great deal of "corduroying," or the lay
ing of poles side by side to form an 
artificial bottom. Here in the open 
some six inches of water and unlimit
ed mud awaited the first horse that 
should break through the layer of snow 
and thin ice. Between each pair of is
lands a road had to be "tramped." 

Thorpe and the rest were put at this 
disagreeable job. All day long they 
had to walk mechanically back and 
forth on diagonals between the marks 
set by Radway with his snowshoes. 
Early in the morning their feet were 
wet by icy water, for even the light 
weight of a man sometimes broke the 
frozen skin of the marsh. By night 
a road of trampled snow of greater or 
less strength was marked out across 
the expanse. Thus the blanket was 
thrown back from the warm earth, 
and thus the cold was given a chance 
at the water beneath. In a day or so 
the road would bear a horse. A bridge 
of ice had been artificially constructed, 
on either side of which lay unsounded 
depths. This road was indicated by 
Ji row of firs stuck in the snow ou 
either side. * 

It was very cold. Ail day long the 
restless wind swept across the shiver
ing surface of the plains and tore 
around the corners of the islands. The 
big woods are as good as an overcoat. 
The overcoat had been taken away. 

When the lunch sleigh arrived the 
men huddled shivering in the lee of 
one of the knolls and tried to eat with 
benumbed fingers before a fire that 
was but a mockery Often it was near
ly dark before their work warmed 
them again. All of the skidways had 
to be placed on the edges of the is
lands themselves, and the logs had to 
be travoyed over the steep little knolls. 
A single misstep out on to the plain 
meant a mired horse. Three times 
heavy snows obliterated the roads, so 
that they had to be plowed out before 
the men could go to work again. It 
was a struggle, 

Radway'was evidently worried. He 
often paused before a gang to inquire 
how they were "making it." He seem
ed afraid they might wish to quit, 
which was indeed the case, but he 
should never have taken before them 
any attitude but that of absolute con
fidence in their intentions. His anx
iety was natural, however. He re
alized the absolute necessity of skid
ding and hauling this job before the 
heavy choking snows of the latter part 
of January should make it impossible 
to keep the roads open. So insistent, 
was this necessity that he had seized 
the first respite in the phenomenal 
snowfall of the early autumn to begin 
work. The cutting in the woods could 
wait. 

Left to themselves, probably the men 
would never have dreamed of objecting 
to whatever privations the task car
ried with it. Radway's anxiety for 
their comfort, howevei*, caused them 
finally to imagine that perhaps they 
might have some just grounds for com
plaint after all. That is a great trait 
of the lumber jack. 

But Dyer, the scaler, finally caused 
the outbreak. Dyer was an efficient 
enough man in his way, but he loved 
his own ease. His habit was to stay in 
his bunk of mornings until well after 
daylight. To this there could be no 
objection except on the part of the 
cook, who was supposed to attend to 
his business himself, for the scaler was 
active in his work when once he began 
it and could keep up with the skidding. 
But now he displayed a strong antipa
thy to the north wind on the plains. 

"I don't pose for no tough son of a 
gun!" said he to Radway. "And I've 
got some respect for my ears and feet. 
She'll warm up a little by tomorrow, 
and perhaps the wind '11 die. I can 
catch up to you fellows by hustling a 
little, so I guess I'll stay in and work 
on the books today." 

"All right," Radway assented, a lit
tle doubtfully. 

This happened perhaps two days out 
of the week. Finally Dyer hung out a 
thermometer, which he used to consult. 
The men saw it and consulted it too. 
At once they felt much colder. 

"She was stan' 10 below," sputtered 
Baptiste Tellier, the Frenchman who 
jriayed the^ fiddle. "He freeze t'rou to 

hees eenside. Dat is too cole for mak-
in' de work." 

"Them plains is sure a holy fright," 
assented Purdy. 

"Th" old man knows it himself," 
agreed big Nolan. 

"Did you see him rammin' around 
yesterday askin' us if we found her too 
cold? He knows very well he ought 
not to keep a man out that sort o' 
weather." 

"You'd shiver like a dog in a brier 
path on a warm day in July," said 
Jackson Hines contemptuously. 

"Shut up!" said they. "You're barn 
boss. You don't have to be out in the 
cold." 

This was true. So Jackson's inter
vention went for a little worse than 
nothing. 

"It ain't lak he has nuttin' besides," 
went on Baptiste. "He can mak' de 
cut in de meedle of de fores'." 

"That's right," agreed Bob Stratton. 
"They's the west half of 'eight' ain't 
been cut yet." 

So they sent a delegation to Radway. 
Big Nolan was the spokesman. 

"Boss," said he bluntly, "she's too 
cold to work on them plains today. 
She's the coldest day we had." 

Radway was too old a hand at the 
business to make any promises on the 
spot. 

"I'll see, boys," said he. 
When the breakfast was over the 

crew were sent to making skidways 
and' travoying roads on "eight." This 
was a precedent. In time the work on 
the plains was grumblingly done in any 
leather. However, as to this Radway 
proved firm enough. He was a good 
fighter when he knew he was being im
posed upon. 

And as the days slipped by he tight
ened the reins. Christmas was ap
proaching. An easy mathematical com
putation reduced the question of com
pleting his contract with Morrison & 
Daly to a certain weekly quota. In 
fact, he was surprised at the size of it. 
He would have to work diligently and 
steadily during the rest of the winter. 

Having thus a definite task to ac
complish in a definite number of days, 
Radway grew to be more of a task 
master. Thus he regained to a small 
degree the respect of his men. Then he 
lost it again, 

One morning he came in from a talk 
with the supply teamster and woke 
Dyer, who was not up yet. 

"I'm going down home for two or 
three weeks," he announced to Dyer. 
"You know my address. You'll have to 
take charge, and I guess you'd better 
let the scaling go. We can get the tally 
at the banking grounds when we begin 
to haul. Now, we ain't got all the time 
there is, so you want to keep the boys 
at it pretty well." 

Dyer twisted the little points of his 
mustache. "All right, sir," said he, 
with his smile so inscrutably insolent 
that Radway never saw the insolence 
at all. He thought this a poor year for 
a man in Radway's position to spend 
Christmas with his family, but it was 
none of his business. 

"Do as much as you can in the marsh, 
Dyer," went on the jobber. "I don't 
believe it's really necessary to lay off 
any more there on account of the 
weather." 

"All right," repeated Dyer. 
The scaler did what he considered 

his duty. All day long he tramped 
back and forth from one gang of men 
to the other, keeping a sharp eye on 
the details of the work. His practical 
experience was sufficient to solve readi
ly such problems as broken tackle, ex
tra expedients or facility which the 
days brought forth. The fact that in 
him was vested the power to discharge 
kept the men at work. 

Dyer was in the habit of starting for 
the marsh an hour or so after sunrise. 
The crew, of course, were at work by 
daylight. Dyer heard them often 
through his doze, just as he heard the 
chore boy come in to build the fire and 
fill the water pail afresh. After a 
time the fire, built of kerosene and 
pitchy black pine, would get so hot 
that in self defense he would arise and 
dress. Then he would breakfast lei
surely. 

Thus he incurred the enmity of the 
cook and cookee. Those individuals 
have to prepare food three times a day 
for half a hundred eaters, besides 
which on sleigh haul they are sup
posed to serve breakfast at 3 o'clock 
for the loaders and a variety of lunches 
up to midnight for the sprinkler men. 
As a consequence they resent infrac
tions of the little system they may 
have been able to introduce. 

Now, the business of a foreman is to 
be up as soon as anybody. He does 
none of the work himself, but he must 
see that somebody else does it and does 
it well. Ke must know how a thing 
ought to be done, and he must be on 
hand unexpectedly to see how its ac-, 
complishment is progressing. Dyer 
should have been out of bed at first 
horn blow. 

One morning he slept until nearly 10 
o'clock. It was inexplicable! He hur
ried from his bunk, made a hasty toilet 
and started for the dining room to get 
some sort of a lunch to do him until 
dinner time. As he stepped from the 
door of the office he caught sight of 
two men hurrying from the cook camp 
to the men's camp. He thought he 
heard the hum of conversation in the 

latter building. The cookee set hot 
coffee before him. For the rest he 
took what he could find cold on the; ta
ble. 

Dyer sat down, feeling for the first 
time a little guilty. This was not be
cause of a sense of a dereliction in du
ty, but because he feared the strong 
man's contempt for inefficiency. 

"I sort of pounded my ear a little" 
long this morning," be remarked, with 
an unwonted air of bonhomie. 

The cook creased his paper with one 
hand and went on reading. 

"I suppose the men got out to the 
mai'sh on time," suggested Dyer, still 
easily. 

The cook laid aside his paper and 
looked the scaler in the eye. 

"You're the foreman; I'm the cook," 
said he. "You ought to know." 

Dyer was no weakling. The prob
lem presenting, he rose to the emergen-

"How'8 this, men?" cried Dyer sharply. 

cy. Without another word he pushed 
back his coffee cup and crossed the 
narrow, open passage to the men's 
camp. 

When he opened the door a silence 
fell. He could see dimly that the room 
was full of lounging and smoking lum
bermen. As a matter of fact, not a 
man had stirred out that morning. 

"How's this, men?" cried Dyer sharp
ly. "Why aren't you out on the 
marsh?" 

No one answered for a moment. Then 
Bat i s te : 

"He mak' too tam cole for de marsh. 
Meester Radway he spik dat we kip off 
dat marsh w'en he mak' cole." 

Dyer knew that the precedent was in
disputable. 

"Why didn't you cut on 'eight' then?" 
he asked still in peremptory tones. 

"Didn't have no one to show us 
where to begin," drawled a voice in the 
corner. 

Dyer turned on his heel and went 
out. 

The crew worked on the marsh that 
afternoon and the subsequent days of 
the week. They labored conscientious
ly, but not zealously. The work moved 
slowly. At Christmas a number of the 
men "went out." Most of them were 
back again after four or five days, for 
while men were not plenty neither was 
work. The equilibrium was nearly ex
act. 

But the convivials had lost to Dyer 
the days of their debauch. Instead of 
keeping up to 50,000 a day, as Radway 
had figured was necessary, the scale 
would not have exceeded 30,000. 

CHAPTER VII. 
XPT" AD WAY returned to camp by the 
wr 6th of January. He went on 
| \ snowshoes over the entire job 

* and then sat silently in the of
fice smoking. The jobber looked older. 
The lines of dry good humor about his 
eyes had subtly changed to an expres
sion of pathetic anxiety. He attached 
no blame to anybody, but rose the next 
morning at horn blow, and the men 
found that they had a new master over 
them. 

Now it became necessary to put the 
roads in shape for hauling. All winter 
the blacksmith had occupied his time in 
fitting the iron work on eight log 
sleighs which the carpenter had hewed 
from solid sticks of timber. They were 
tremendous affairs, with runners six 
feet apart and bunks nine feet in width 
for the reception of logs. 

The carpenter had also built two im
mense tanks on runners, holding each 
some seventy barrels of water and with 
holes so arranged that on the with
drawal of plugs the water would flood 
the entire width of the road. The 
sprinklers were filled by horse power. 
A chain running through blocks at
tached to a solid upper framework, 
like the open belfry of an Italian mon
astery, dragged a barrel up a wooden 
track from a water hole to an opening 
in the sprinkler. When in action this 
formidable machine weighed nearly 
two tons and resembled a moving 
house. Other men had felled two big 
hemlocks, from which they had hewed 
beams for a V plow. 

The V plow was now put in action. 
Six horses drew it down the road, each 
pair superintended by a driver. The 
machine was weighted down by a num
ber of logs laid across the arms. Men 
guided it by levers and by throwing 
their weight against the fans of the 
plow. It was a gay, animated scene, 
this, full of the spirit of winter—the 
plodding, straining horses, the brilliant
ly dressed, struggling men, the sullen 
yielding snow thrown to either side, 
the shouts, warnings and commands. 
To right and left grew white banks of 
snow. Behind stretched a broad white 
path in which a scant inch hid the bare 
earth. 

For some distance the way led along 
comparatively high .ground. Then, 
skirting the edge of a lake, it plunged 
into a deep creek bottom between hills. 
Here earlier in the year eleven bridges 
had been constructed, and perhaps as 
many swampy places had been "cor
duroyed" by carpeting them with long 
parallel poles. Now the first difficulty 
began. 

Some of the bridges had sunk below 
the level, and the approaches had to 
be "corduroyed" to a practicable grade. 
Others again were humped up like tom
cats and bad to be pulled apart en
tirely. 

Still that sort of thing was to be ex
pected. A gang of men who followed 
the plow carried axes and cant hooks 
for the purpose of repairing extem
poraneously just such defects which 
never would have been discovered oth
erwise than by the practical experi
ence. Radway himself accompanied 
the plow. Thorpe, who went along as 
one of the "road monkeys," saw now 
why such care had been required of 
him in smoothing the way of stubs, 
knots and hummocks. 

When the road had been partly 
cleaned Radway started one of his 
sprinklers. Water holes of suitable 
size had been blown in the creek bank 
by dynamite. There the machines 
were filled. Stratton attached his horse 
to the chain and drove him back and 
forth, hauling the barrel up and down 
the slide way. At the bottom it was 
capsized and filled by means of a long 
pole shackled to its bottom and manip
ulated by old man Heath. At the top 
it turned over by its own weight. Thus 
seventy odd times. 

Then Fred Green hitched his team 
on and the four horses drew the creak
ing, cumbrous vehicle spouting down 
the road. Water gushed in fans from 
the openings on either side and beneath 
and in streams from two holes behind. 
Not for an instant as long as the flow 
continued dared the teamsters breathe 
their horses, for a pause would freeze 
the runners tight to the ground. A 
tongue at either end obviated the ne
cessity of turning around. 

That night it turned warmer. The 
change was heralded by a shift of 
wind. 

"She's goin' to rain," said old Jack
son. "The air is kind o' holler." 

"Hollow?" said Thorpe, laughing. 
"How is that?" 

"I don' know," confessed Hines, "but 
she is. She just feels that way." 

In the morning the icicles dripped 
from the roof, and the snow became 
pockmarked on the surface. 

Radway was down looking at the 
road. 

"She's holdin' her own," said he, 
"but there ain't any use putting more 
water on her. She ain't freezing a 
mite. We'll plow her out." 

So they finished the job and plowed 
her out, leaving exposed the wet, 
marshy surface of the creek bottom, on 
Which at night a thin crust formed. 

'She'll freeze a little tonight," said 
Radway hopefully. "You sprinkler 
boys get at her and wet her down." 

Until 2 o'clock in the morning the 
four teams and the six men creaked 
back and forth spilling hardly gath
ered water. Then they crept in and 
ate sleepily the food that a sleepy 
cookee set out for them. 

By morning the mere surface of the 
sprinkled water had frozen. Radway 
looked in despair at the sky. Dimly 
through the gray he caught the tint of 
blue. 

The sun came out. Nuthatches and 
woodpeckers ran gayiy up the warm
ing trunks of the trees; blue jays fluff
ed and perked and screamed in the 
hardwood tops; a covey of grouse ven
tured from the swamp and strutted 
vainly, a pause of contemplation be
tween each step. Radway, walking out 
on the tramped road of the marsh, 
cracked the artificial skin and thrust 
his foot through into icy water. That 
night the sprinklers stayed in. 

The devil seemed in it. Men were 
lying idle; teams were doing the same. 
Nothing went on but the days of the 
year, and four of them bad already 
ticked off the calendar. The deep snow 
of the unusually cold autumn had now 
disappeared from the tops of the 
stumps. It even stopped freezing dur
ing the night At times Dyer's little 
thermometer marked as high as 40 de
grees. 

"I often heard this was a sort 'v 
summer resort," observed Tom Broad-
head, "but hanged if I knew it was a 
summer resort all the year round!" 

By and by it got to be a case of look
ing on the bright side of the affair 
from pure reaction. 

"I don't know," said Radway; "it 
won't be so bad, after all. A couple of 
days of zero weather, with all this wa
ter lying around, would fix things up 
in pretty good shape. If she only 
freezes tight we'll have a good solid 
bottom to build on." 

The inscrutable goddess of the wil
derness smiled and calmly, relentlessly, 
moved her next pawn. 

It was all so unutterably simple and 
yet so effective. I t snowed. 

All night and all day the great flakes 
zigzagged softly down through the air. 
Radway plowed away two feet of it. 
The surface was promptly covered by 
a second storm. Radway doggedly 
plowed it out again. 

This time the goddess seemed to re
lent. The ground froze solid. The 
sprinklers became assiduous in their 
labor. Two days later the road was 
ready for the first sleigh, its surface 
of thick, glassy ice beautiful to be
hold, the ruts cut deep and true, the 
glades sanded or sprinkled with re
tarding hay on the descents. At the 
river the banking ground proved solid. 
Radway breathed again, then sighed. 
Spring was eight days nearer. He was 
eight days more behind. 

As soon as loading began the cook 
served breakfast at 3 o'clock. The men 
worked by the light of torches, which 
were often merely catchup jugs with 
wicking in the necks. Nothing could 
be more picturesque than a teamster 
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Banner, per sack . . . . . . . . H £ 
Rye flour *•*£ 
Wholewheat (10lb.'sack)'.'.'.:: ""£ 
Ground feed, per c w t . . . . . . ,•?£ 
Coarse meal, per cwt ...[ , it 
Middlings, per cwt }'VL 
Shorts, per cwt 1#i£ 
Bran.percwt *-|5 

All goods delivered free a'n'ywheV'e in Princeton.' 

F R A T E R N A L - . - L O D G E 
N O , 9 2 , A 1 F . & A . M . 

Regular communications. 2u and 4th 
Wednesday of each month. 
w -o T ,-, C-A- DICKEY, W. M. 
W. E. J. GHATZ, Sec'y. 

P R I N C E T O N - : - L O D G E * 

N O . 9 3 , K . o f p . 

Regular meetings every Tuesday eve-
n'ng at 8 o'clock. 

JOHN A. GKAHEK, K . R J & S L A R S ° N ' C" ° -

K . O. T . M „ 
T e n t No. 1 7 . 

Regular meetings every Thurs
day evening at 8 o'clock, In the-
Maccabee hall. 

_ . . J- C. HERDLISKA, Com. 
N. M. NELSON. R. K . 

H e b r o n E n c a m p m e n t . 
. No . 4 2 , 1 . 0 . O . F . 

Meetings, 2nd and 4th Mondays-
at 8 o'clock p. M. 

M. C. SAUSSBB, C. P. 
p . W. SPATJIJMNG, S. W. 
Jos . CRAIG. Scribe. 

P R I N C E T O N - : - L O D G E 
N O . 2 0 8 , I . O . O . F . 

Regular meetings every Fndav evening at 7:80 
o clock. M.J.JAAX, N .G 

W. G. FREDRICK, R . Sec. 

My goods are all noted for their 
purity and sparkling qualities. 

Your trade solicited. 

First publication May 19,1904. 
Summons. 

4: 
*„ ' ,-.t '$•* » 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, I 
County of Mille Lacs. f 

District Court, Seventh Judicial District. 
John Goergen, Plaintiff, ) 
XT „• « » f a i n s t > Summons. 
Nellie O. Goergen, defendant) 
The State of Minnesota to above named de

fendant: 
You are hereby summoned and required to 

answer the complaint of the plaintiff in the 
above entitled action, which complaint has 
been filed in the office of the clerk of said dis
trict court at his office at Princeton, in the 
county of Mille Lacs, in said State of Minne
sota, and to serve a copy of your answer to said 
complaint on the subscriber, at his office in 
w*e village of Princeton, in the said county of 
Mille Lacs, within thirty days after service of 
this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of 
such service; and if you fail to answer the said 
complaint within the time aforesaid, the 
plaintiff In this action will apply to the court 
for the relief demanded in the complaint. 

Dated May 11th, A. D. 1904. 
J. A. Ross 

Attorney for Plaintiff, Princeton, Minn. 

P R I N C E T O N C A M P , M . W . A . , 
N o . 4 0 3 2 . 

Regular meetings 1st and 3rd Saturdays o f 
each month, at 8:00 p. M., in the hall at Brick
yards. Visiting members cordially invited. 

F. F. REEM, V. C 
CHAS. A, OAKES, Clerk. 

C R A V E N S & K A L I H E R , P r o p s . 
Princeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
a t a Jloments' Notice. 

Commercial Travelers' Trade a Specialty 

Licensed Mid-wife. 
Twenty-five years practice. Call or-

MRS. CATHERINE HAGAN, 
Zimmerman, Sherburne County, Minn, 
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