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TERRIBLEJRAGEDY. 
Frederick Nelson, a Wealthy Santi

ago Farmer, Commits a Most 

Horrible Tragedy. 

Kills His Wife, Sets Fire to Build

ings, and Then Stabs and 

Hangs Himself. 

A dispatch from St. Cloud June 14, 
says: After stabbing1 his wife to death 
and setting fire to his fine farm house, 
Frederick Nelson, a wealthy farmer, 
seventy years of age living in San
tiago, started a fire in his well-
stocked machine house, and, then, go
ing into the barn, tied a rope to a 
beam, placed the noose about his 
neck, and, stabbing himself in the 
breast, lurched forward into eternity. 
His neck was broken and death was 
almost instantaneous. 

Nelson was the whealthiest man in 
the vicinity. There was no witness of 
the tragedy and the causes leading 
up to it are not known. Neighbors, 
who were attracted to the scene by the 
smoke from the burning buildings, ar
rived too late to save the dwelling, 
and Mrs. Nelson's remains were 
burned to a crisp. 

The dead body of the aged farmer 
was found hanging in the barn, a great 
wound in his breast, and the bloody 
knife with which he had committed the 
double crime lying at his feet. 

One son and two daughters sur\ i\ e 
the victims of the horrible double 
tra£red\. 

WILL, DEDICATE CHURCH. 
New M. E. Church at Zimmerman to be 

Dedicated Next Sunday. 
The new M. E. church at Zimmer

man will be dedicated next Sunday 
and there will be three services during 
the day. The morning service will be
gin at 10:30 o'clock and Presiding 
Elder Clemans will preach, being as
sisted in the services by Rev. Fred 
Gladden. The dedicatory services 
will be held in the afternoon at 2:30 
o'clock and the dedicatory sermon will 
be preached by Re \ . Clemans. In the 
evening Rev. W. E. J . Gratz will 
preach the sermon. After the after
noon service the third quarterly con
ferees©-.©£ the Spencer Brook and 
Zimmerman charge will be held. 

The new M. E. church at Zimmerman 
is a neat and commodious edifice. 

ANCIENT SCHOOL. RECORD. 

Bits of Early History Gleaned From an 
Old School Record. 

A verj ancient record of the Prince
ton school district was found at the 
court house the other day. It was the 
school clerk's record of the school 
district way back in the jears 1876-8 at 
the time B. F. Whitney was clerk. 
When Count\ Auditor Whitney was 
cleaning out the vault to get things in 
shape for the new steel fling cases he 
came upon this old record and it was 
turned over to President Eaton of the 
school board who placed it with the 
other school records in the batik vault. 
The book is the oldest record, of the 
school district now in existence as all 
other records were destroyed at the 
time the building in which the court 
house was located burned. 

Some of the records in the book are 
very interesting to many of the old 
settlers who were acquainted with the 
ways of the world as they were found 
in Princeton in those early days. One 
of the first records shows where W. 
H. Locke was engaged to teach the 
school for a term of three and three-
quarters months at a salary of $65 
per month, Miss Abbie S. Cater was 
engaged for the same term at $35, 
while Miss Mary Huse was engaged to 
teach for $25 per month. The next 
year Clara J . Ross, wife of J. A. 
Ross, one of the early settlers, was 
engaged to teach at $50 per month and 
Miss Belle F. Sanford, (Mrs. O. J . 
McCarriel) was engaged for $25 per 
month. J . A. Ross was also a mem
ber of the corps of teachers in those 
days and received $50 per month. In 
March, 1878, Henry F. Barker was en
gaged to teach the school at $50 per 
month, while other teachers that year 
were Olive R. Barker who was paid 
$40 per month, and Maggie C. Byers, 
(the wife of Hon. H. F. Barker) who 
was paid $25 per month. The record 
shows the written contracts made with 
the teachers in those days, as the 
law provided for that method then 
and the contracts were a part of the 
book. 

A stub in the book bearing date of 
Dec. 26, 1877 shows where a little lad 
who signed himself Eddie E. Whitney 
was paid the sum of $20 for sweep'ng 
the school and building fires. There 
is no question but what the present 
county auditor could tell how he ap
preciated that money e\en if he didn't 
get it until the day after Christmas. 

From the records it would appear 
that several of the young ladies oj 

Princeton in those days volunteered 
to keep the school rooms in respecta
ble condition and Grace Lormg, An
nie Brown, Nora A. Soule, and oth
ers were paid a small sum occasion
a l ^ for sweeping out and building 
fires. 

According to the treasurer's report 
for the \ ear 1876 the school treasury 
received from all sources $1,552.63, 
which with a balance it had on hand 
made $2,330.29, a small sum in com
parison with $12,000 to $15,000 which 
is the amount needed to run the 
schools each year in these times. 

BARN DESTROYED BY FIRE. 
Mike Mahonev Loses His Barn and Other 

Buildings by Fire. 

Last Friday forenoon about eleven 
o'clock fire started in the large barn 
belonging to Mike Mahoney, a short 
distance west of town and with a pretty 
stiff wind blowing from the southeast 
it was only a few minutes before the 
building was a mass of flames and was 
spreading to adjoining_buildmgs. Mr. 
Mahoney was in town at the time and 
knew nothing of his loss until he 
started for home when he was informed 
of the fire. There was no one about 
the farm at the time, and Mr. Mahoney 
says that so far as he knows he was 
the last person in the barn before the 
fire, though there had been some par
ties from the brick yards at the barn 
early in the mornig. 

When the neighbors disco\ eî ed the 
fire the flames had gained such head
way that there was nothing that could 
be done to save the building, and it 
was only a very few minutes before 
the granary, corn crib, hog house and 
hen house were aflame and were soon 
destroyed. 

A cow and calf were in the barn at 
the time of the fire and were burned to 
death. No other farm animals were 
lost. The barn was 40x46 feet, corn 
crib 24x36, and the hog house 16x14 
feet. Ten tons of hay were destrojed 
in the barn, and A. W. Woodcock had 
three or four tons of haj and feed in 
the barn at the time. 

Through the efforts of Fred Dugan 
the machinery and wagon shed which 
was situated about seventj-five feet 
from the barn was saved. He went 
at the shed in time and bj using lots 
of water saved the building and all the 
machinery and contents. 

Mr. Mahoney had $600 insurance on 
the buildings and contents and he 
places his loss at fullj a $1,000. He 
will start to rebuild at once. 

MUNZ—BRLCKNER. 

Alfred Munz and Miss Gertrude Bruckner 
Married in New l o r k Ciij June 8. 

Alfred Munz returned Tuesday af
ternoon bringing his bride and his 
sister Miss Anna Munz. They came 
direct from New York City where Mr. 
Munz met his bride, Miss Gertrude 
Bruckner, and his sister who arrived 
from Germany on the eight of June, 
and the wedding ceremony was per
formed at St. Matthew's church in 
New York on the same day. 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Bruckner of Gotha, 
German}. Mr. and Mrs. Munz and 
Miss Anna Munz were entertained at 
a wedding dinner at the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. F . Zimmerman on 
Tuesday evening and the newly mar
ried couple have commenced house
keeping in the residence formerly oc
cupied by M. L Wheeler. The wed
ding announcements were issued yes
terday and Mr. and Mrs. Munz will 
be at home after the twentieth of this 
month. 

Mr. Munz had his home all furnished 
before he left for the east and during 
his absence the new home was appro
priately fitted up and decorated for 
its happj occupants. The bride and 
groom were the recipients of many 
beautiful wedding gifts from friends 
abroad and elsewhere and Al's Prince
ton friends presented him with several 
handsome gifts in honor of the nuptial 
event. 

Last evening a large number of the 
friends of Mr. Munz accompanied by 
the band went to his home where they 
presented him with a fine cut-glass 
water set, and several other gifts that 
Al and his bride will remember the 
event b j . 

Well, Al, "If marriage be the heaven 
that lovers say we could not wish you 
happier than to-day." 

High School Alumni. 
The high school alumni held its an

nual gathering at the high school last 
Monday night and the event was a 
very pleasant one. Several friends 
of the members of the alumni were in
vited and after a social time the young 
people enjoyed dancing, music being 
furnished on the pianp by John 
Moeger. There was no business meet
ing of the alumni and the old officers 
will hold over until new ones are 
elected. 

Dunn Rally a t Bemidji. 
The Bemidji Dunn club, about the 

size of the Collins club at St. Cloud, 
held an enthusiastic rally last Tues
day evening, and was addressed bv 
Hon. D. F. Reese of St. Paul. 

NURSES'JIPLOMAS. 
Northwestern Hospital Will Graduate 

Two Trained Nurses Next 

Tuesday Night. 

Miss Ida Schimmlng and Hiss Sadie 

Guild Will Receive Diplomas 

as Professional Nurses. 

On next Tuesday evening, June 21st, 
the Northwestern hospital will grad
uate its first class of trained nurses. 
This event will mark an epoch in the 
history of an institution that has so 
many times proved its worth to this 
community, for what is of more real 
worth to any community than a well 
conducted hospital in charge of a 
competent physician and surgeon. 
The graduation event of the hospital 
is one that is a living index of the 
character of that place of refuge in 
times of great need and distress. 
Home with all its comforts, money 
with all that it can buy, nor friends 
with sympathy and tender affection 
can give the relief in great distress 
that is to be found in a ward in a 
modern hospital with its corps of 
doctors and trained nurses. So it is 
that the graduation exercises of the 
Princeton hospital have a deep signifi
cance and are worthy of more than 
passing notice. 

There will be two trained nurses 
who will graduate and receive their 
diplomas, as honorable documents as 
any \ oung lady could expect to pos
sess who lives for others as well as 
for self, as the life of a trained nurse 
is one of much sacrifice. The young 
ladies who will graduate are Miss Ida 
Schimming of Princeton and Miss 
Sadie Guild of Milaca. Both of 
these ladies have completed a two-
years ' course as nurses in the hospital 
and are the first to ever receive their 
diplomas from that institution. 

The exercises will be held at the M. 
E. church and the following program 
will be rendered: 
Orchestra 
Prayer Rev F A Shore 
W no is the Trained Nurse Ida Schimming 
Violin Selection J S Anderson 

Non Nobis Solum Sadie Guild 
Piano Solo Lulu Neumann 
Address Re\ W E J Gratz 
Trombone Solo , . . . . 3 O. Brown 
Presentation of Diplomas H C Cooney, M D 
Duet Mrs H 0 Cooney. Lizzie Nachbar 
Awarding Class Pins Augusta Peterson, Supt 
Orchestra Selection (written by 

Jack Stromwell, Milaca ) 
An invitation is extended to the pub

lic to attend the graduating exercises. 

HEAVl KAISER OF SPUDS. 

G. A. Breitenfelt Has Planted Seventy 
Acres ot Potatoes on the Cater Farm. 
G. A. Breitenfelt who has leased the 

Cater farm adjoining town, has been 
putting in a lot of good hard work on 
the old fields which have been culti
vated for so many years. Mr. Breit
enfelt has hauled over 200 loads of 
manure from the Mark yards and 
placed over the land, and if liberal 
fertilization and good seed with con
stant care will bring results he ought 
to have them. He has planted seventy 
acres of potateos, his seed stock being 
the Great Northerns, a white variety, 
and the Rose and Ohios. Mr. Briten-
felt is from Olmstead county where 
with his brother they were extensive 
raisers of potatoes and they were 
called the potato kings of southern 
Minnesota, having raised from 500 to 
600 acres of potatoes each year the 
last few years, but like many farmers 
having met with losses by rot and 
blight. He proposes to make a test 
with his seventy acres of spuds and if 
he does well he will go into potato 
raising on a larger scale than ever. 
His brother is trying his luck again 
in Olmstead county and comparisons 
will be made with results here and in 
that county. 

Mr. Britenfelt was an old neighbor 
of the institute lecturer, Mr. Bush in 
Olmstead county, and he is very 
familiar with the farming methods 
which Mr. Bush adopts, but he says 
that despite all his experience that last 
year Mr. Bush had a large field of 
potatoes that turned brown and sere 
late in July and was a total failure, 
regardless of farm institute annuals 
and statements and suggestions from 
all the learned agriculturists of the 
country. 

"They can talk all they want about 
b l ight , "says Mr. Breitenfelt, "but I 
believe that the weather conditions 
have as much to do with the rot and 
blight as anything. Good soil condi
tions and seed stock are essential, but 
a farmer can use all the safeguards 
possible and then be put in the hole of 
failure by the weather. Weather con
ditions are in many cases responsible 
for diseases of the human race and 
why not the same thing in plant life. 
Perfect conditions may be a barrier to 
disease in both man and plants, but 
perfect conditions are not the working 
bas i s . " 

VOLUME XXYIII. NO. 27. 

BEFORE AND AFTER. 
A Chapter of History is Re-Written 

Which May Refresh The 

f l Memory of Some. 

Some Very Loud Echoes of the Cam. 

paign of 1900 That Are Strik-

£ ingly Significant. 

"One of the most amusing things 
about the campaign qf Judge Loren 
W. Collins of St. Cloud," says an old-
time Republican, who watched the 
trend (of Minnesota politics for a score 
or more years, " i s that the efforts to 
besmirch the reputation of R. C. Dunn 
are made by the same office holders 
who praised Mr. Dunn's record as 
State auditor in previous campaigns. 

" I remember well when Gov. Van 
Sant, then Capt. Van Sant, was mak
ing his campaign in 1900 against John 
Lindn who had been governor two 
years. Often in his political speeches 
he referred to Mr. Dunn as our splen
did State auditor, and he told how 
the Democrats claimed the credit for 
all the good things that Mr. Dunn ac
complished, including Mr. Dunn's 
success as State land commissioner in 
dealing with State lands. 

"The Democrats boasted how they 
had instituted tax reforms. Capt. 
Van/'Sant showed the voters of the 
Stater that Mr. Dunn was the real pro
motes of tax reform and that the Dem
ocrats were merely stealing his thun
der. The Democrats pointed to the 
fact that Gov. Lind had recommended 
an increase in the gross earnings tax 
on railroads to four per cent. Capt. 
Van pant maintained that Mr. Dunn 
was fie first man to make this recom
mendation. 

"Again the Democrats boasted how 
well they had managed the system of 
State lands and how the permanent 
school fund and other funds accruing 
from the sale of State lands had 
grown during their administration. 
Capt. Van Sant punctured their argu
ments by showing that Mr. Dunn, as 
State land commissioner, had accom
plished these results. 

" J t s t to show how Capt. Van Sant 
praised the record of the former State 
a« i*„ ,#,1 vwhiĉ h h i* appointees a re 
now trying to injure, I will quote a 
few lines from Van Sant 's speech de
livered at Barnesville., Minn., Oct. 6, 
1900, after Mr. Dunn had been State 
auditor six j ears. The following are 
a few extracts: 

" 'The plain fact, m\ friends, is that 
our political opponents have made a 
desperate attempt to steal our thunder 
and are trj ing to persuade the people 
that the ideas and plans thej advance 
for carrying on and improving our 
State government are their own, while 
as a matter of fact every substantial 
thing they possess or present they 
have purloined from the Republican 
cupboard. 

" 'The Democratic State paltform 
proceeds to indorse what it terms Gov. 
Lind's proposition to the last legis
lation for tax reform, by which the 
cost of the State government would 
be defrayed from corporate taxes 
only. Let me draw your attention to 
the fact that this proposition is not 
original with John Lind by any 
means. I find on page four of the 
biennial report of the Republican 
State auditor, the Hon. Robert C 
Dunn, which was laid before the State 
legislature when it convened in Janu
ary 1897. 'The modern tendency in 
taxation by states is to lessen tax rate 
upon realty and derive increased rev
enue from taxes upon corporations, 
inheritences, etc. This, it seems to 
me, is the proper time for our State^to 
make an advance toward this system 
of taxation. ' 

" In these speeches the Democrats 
orate upon what they have accom
plished during the last two years to 
protect the State lands and officials 
have had no more to do with this 
branch of the State government that 
with the distribution of the rainfall. 

"The State auditor is ex-officio land 
commissioner, and it is due to the 
present Republican State auditor, the 
Hon. R. C. Dunn, and to no Other 
official that the many complex and 
troublesome questions connected with 
State land grants to railroads have 
been so satisfactorily adjusted and the 
State's interests therein so efficiently 
protected.' 

"These are only a few instances 
where Capt. Van Sant saw fit to praise 
the record of Former State Auditor 
R. C. Dunn. Practically the entire 
Republican campaign was based on 
Mr. Dunn's record for the Democrats 
had been in two j ears. The campaign 
was a winner because the people had 
confidence in Mr. Dunn as they have 
now. It will be a long time before 
they will believe that Capt. Van Sant 
did not tell the truth in 1900."'—Pio
neer Press. f-

TWO CANDIDACIES COMPARED. 

Those of R. C. Dunn and t . W. Collins as 
Viewed by Elk River Star-News. 

The call for a county convention to 
select delegates to the State conven
tion in this issue of the Star-News 
marks the passing of the most accri-
monious campaign for the gubernator
ial nomination within the memory of 
ihe present generation, if not in the 
history of the State, and in order that 
the public may have a full understand
ing of the situation a few words at this 
time will be pertinent. 

For the past eight years the record 
of Hon. Robert C. Dunn as State 
auditor has been pointed to with pride 
by the Republicans of Minnesota. Ref
erence has been made to it in all the 
platforms of the party and the chief 
argument in every campaign for the 
continuation of Republicans in office 
has been the record of the former 
State auditor. At the expiration of 
his term as auditor, therefore, it was 
but natural that the people should 
look to Mr. Dunn as the logical can
didate for governor of the State, and 
in response to thousands of letters 
and thousands of personal appeals 
he finally consented to become a can
didate for the position, not anticipat
ing at the time, however, that such 
bitter opposition to his candidacy 
would develop in the ranks of the ad
ministration, which, it is now plain, 
was determined to maintain its con
trol of the party machinery at any 
cost. However, Mr. Dunn has met the 
conditions as they appeared, and with 
characteristic vigor and push has 
maintained his candidacy in the face 
of the most vicious and unfair attacks 
on his personal and official character 
ever known in the State, and, unless 
all signs fail, will triumph over the 
machinations of the most presump
tuous and tyrannical ring of political 
bosses within the history of the State. 

The candidacy of Judge Collins, on 
the other hand, is unwarranted from 
any point of view. There was never 
any demand for his candidacy and 
he had little idea of entering the field 
until a few office holders, becoming 
desperate over the possibility of losing 
their positions under a new adminis
tration, persuaded him to get into the 
game. On the other hand there was a 
demand for R. C. Dunn and he was 
admittedly the logical man for the 
plade, many of those now talkiag for 
Collins being the loudest of those 
shouting his praise and asserting that 
he was the "logical man" for the 
position. But the time came when Mr. 
Dunn ran counter to the wishes of the 
machine, proclaiming his independ
ence of dictation, refused to betray a 
friend whom he had promised to sup
port, and the stuff was off from that 
time, so far as the machine was con
cerned. Immediately the wires com
menced to work, and the conspiracy 
to defeat the wishes of the common 
people was in full operation. Several 
candidates were canvassed until one 
was found answering their purpose, 
and the most bitter and malicious 
campaign ever known in the history 
of the State has been made against 
Mr. Dunn. Every newspaper having 
the temerity to favor Dunn's candid
acy was characterized as a "tool of 
the corporations," and its motives 
impugned; every individual express
ing a preference for Dunn, attacked 
and threatened, all the machinery of 
the State administration used in a vain 
attempt to besmirch his record, their 
candidate placed m a false position, 
and the most remarkable campaign of 
villification, misrepresentation and 
abuse ever known put in operation. 
Judge Collins, who has occupied an 
honorable position on the supreme 
bench, from which common decency 
should have prevented him from mix
ing in the dirty pool of politics, must 
feel humiliated when he views the sit
uation in which he is placed, but the 
office holding oligarchy must be per
petuated even to the sacrifice of the 
character, dignity and esteem of an 
otherwise good man. It is now up to 
the final arbitrators—the common peo
ple, and three weeks hence they will 
decide between the two factions. 
Whatever their decision may be, we 
all expect to abide by it, and we are 
confident that their judgment will be 
for the right and that the cause of 
justice will triumph.—Elk River Star-
News. 

He's for Dunn. 
Arthur O'Neill, of Aitkin, State in

spector of steam vessels and steam 
boilers, inspected the mills and other 
steam boilers in Deer River, a couple 
of days the latter part of last week. 
He found all of them in sound condi
tion. Mr. O'Neill is interested in pol
itics, natural l j , as he holds a State 
job. but he is one of the very few ap
pointees under the present administra
tion who dares show his open favor 
for Bob Dunn. Mr. O'Neill travels 
the State considerably and he says 
that all over the north half of the 
State he finds Dunn's support is very 
strong.—Itasca News. 

A REASONABLE VIEW. 
The Hatter of Trespass Settlements 

Viewed in an Impartial and 

Unbiased Manner. 

The Campaign in the Interest of R. 

C. Dunn in Hennepin County 

And Promising Results. 

The most dangerous lies are half 
truths, and that style of mendacity is 
highly popular among the organs and 
agents of the State machine, an organ
ization which is said by Judge Col
lins ' friend, the Minneapolis Tribune, 
to be the most greedy, vulgar and 
demagogic band of political free
booters known to history. These peo
ple shout: "The law provides that 
double penalties shall be exacted from 
trespassers on State timber. Auditor 
Dunn did not collect these penalies. 
He did not do his duty. He permitted 
the trespassers to get the best of the 
Sta te ." 

The falsehood comes in the assump
tion that the penalties could have been 
collected by Mr. Dunn. When the 
State undertakes to bring timber tres
passers to time it must begin a suit. 
The State appears in the courts with 
no advantage over any other litigant. 
It must make its standing good in law 
and facts, the same as Smith, Brown 
or Jones. It is the business of the 
State's agents and attornej s to make 
the most out of a case. The\ are not 
in court to spend the State's money in 
a foolhardy attempt to collect drastic 
penalites when their evidence is cer
tain and a reasonable compromise can 
be attained. If the State followed the 
iron-clad rule of demanding full dam
ages and double penalties every case 
would be fought to the bitter end and 
the litigation would cost the people 
more than they would get out of it. 

The evidences of timber trespasses 
is notoriously uncertain, and those 
witnesses cognizant of the facts do 
not, as a rule, favor the State. They 
lean rather to the trespasser. The 
State must^go before a jury and prove 
its case, and if you think that the tres
passer gets a worse show than the 
"people of Minnesota" before the 
twelve good men and true j ou know 
little about the facts in such cases. 

Auditor Dunn had to do the best he 
could for the State, and it is not re
corded that Auditor Iverson, whom it 
is the interest of the organs and creat
ures of the State machine to extol an 
executive officer superior to Mr. Dunn, 
is collecting the timber trespass pen
alties, but is getting what he can out 
of each particular case, according to 
the circumstances. 

It must be remembered that the 
United States has a law which im
poses double penalties in case of wil
ful trespasses; but the federal govern
ment, strong, vigorous, rich and per
severing to the verge of vindictiveness 
in litigation, has to take its chances 
in the courts. It must make the legal 
showing and prove the facts to the 
satisfaction of a jury, and that jury 
does not look with special favor on 
"Uncle Sam." Onh the other day a 
case of timber trespassing came before 
a jurj in the United States court at 
Fergus Falls. The government sued a 
great lumber companj, claiming over 
$100,000. The jury, however, gave 
only a verdict of $36,000. This is a 
case in illustration. 

But no man of sense and fairness 
will pretend to say that R C. Dunn 
or any other officer could collect these 
penalties. The rigid execution of such 
provisions of law is impossible both 
to the State and the United States.— 
Duluth News-Tribune. 

THE CAMPAIGN IN HENNEPIN. 

The Large and Enthusiastic Dunn Meet
ings Show the Popularity of the Mille 
Lacs County Candidate. 

Geo. R. Smith the well known Min
neapolis attorney spent yesterday in 
the city attending to some legal mat
ters. 

He was seen by a representative of 
the Times regarding the political situ
ation and he said: 

"The political atmosphere in Henne
pin county would be undisturbed if it 
were not for the gubernatorial contest 
carried on by the Collins and Dunn 
forces. Both of these gentlemen have 
opened up headquarters in Minne
apolis, a large banner bearing the in
scription "Collins headquarters" is 
stretched across Fourth street. Mr. 
Dunn's headquarters are in the Boston 
block. 

"The Collins forces started their 
campaign by what is known as the 
Nicollet House Mass Meeting. This 
meeting was attended largely by those 
who called themselves the better class 
of people. The mass meetings have 
been abandoned bj the Collins forces 
and house mee^ngs have been substi
tuted in their place. It is no unusual 
thing to see the Hon. L. W. Collins at 
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