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COMMERCIAL HOTEL DESTROYED BY FIRE 

m 

Fire is Discovered Shortly After Two A. M. Tues
day, but Building Was Doomed. 

I Big Hostelry Burns Rapidly and Many of the Guests 
Had Very Narrow Escapes. 

Building and all its Contents Completety Destroyed. 
Loss $27,500, Insurance $18,000. 
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fjf.v Devouring flames completely de-
i stroyed the Commerical hotel in a 
4 y very short time early Tuesday morn-
^ 4 | ing. The ominious crackling of the 

material the flames were at work on and 
the stifling, suffocating smoke was dis
covered by Peter Morneau about 2:30 
o'clock. It was his usual hour to 
look after the furnace and the heat
ing plant, and he had not gone far 
from his room on the second floor of 
the main part of the hotel before he 
discovered that the hotel was all afire. 
He quickly ran to his brother Frank 's 
room on the same floor and told him 
.the awful story. All was done quietly 

the flames, and they, too, were burned 
slick and clean in less than an hour. 

The two streams of water played on 
the fire simply dampened the unburned 
portions of the building, and were 
really of no use. The water came in 
very handy in wetting down the barns 
and the power house across the street 
from the doomed hotel. Had a wind 
been blowing from the west or north
west, nothing could have saved the 
barns or power house. 

By five o'clock all that was left of 
the big hotel were the warped and 
blackened walls, and twisted piping, 
iron bedsteads, stoves, etc., in the 

and the box as well as the switch
board Was saved. 

G. O. Dahl, stenographer and clerk 
for M. S. Rutherford & Co. had a 
room on the third floor of the south 
annex and it was with great danger to 
his life that Peter Morneau, made a 
second attempt to arouse him. Dahl 
did not heed the first alarm, and when 
Pete discovered that he was not up. 
Pete went to the room and saw that 
Dahl was safely out. In making his 
escape Dahl was cut about the head 
and neck by glass. 

Bob Burrows, the dean of the hotel 
guests, was not able to secure enough 

credj 

theyj 
Prin^ 
to b< 
disc( 
gettii 

wish to^titiS 
their assjj 
fire. 

A n b i d H o t e l Cornc 
The corner which is n c ^ 

with a mass of debris and dismi 
walls, has been a hotel CQjfo&ifg 
1857. In 1856 David B\ , *" " 
a frame building on the! 
16x24; for a residence. Tl 
year Thomas Goulding, 
property and enlarged 
making it a s tory-and-a- i |d | | 
or" fifteen rooms which he nf l r 

American house, and this o 
was a famous one in its fe\-v»«w 
headquarters for all the |umbernien 
who operated on the_BiuiilM^-^r 

. -x&i • 

1 

V 

COMMERCIAL HOTEL. 

\ 

m 

*i ;~* 

so as not to unduly startle and 
stampede the guests. Frank aroused 
Ms wife, and they quickly dressed, 
seized their little child and a few 
clothes and quickly made their escape. 
In the meantime Peter lighted a lamp, 
rushed to the office and pulled off the 
leaf to the hotel register, which showed 
the assignments, and immediately be
gan to arouse all guests, the regular 
boarders and the help. Dense 
volumes of smoke were filling up the 
hallways and rooms, and those sleep
ing unmindful of approaching danger 
were soon aroused, but none too soon, 
a s they barely had time to get into a 
few clothes and escape. Very few 
personal effects were saved and very 
little of'the hotel property. 

No sooner had the people made 
their escape than the fire broke out 
with great fury. Fleeing guests 
groped through the mass of smoke, to 
safety, while the flames roared behind 
them, portions of the roof falling into 
several bedrooms just after the occu
pants iled. 

The fire alarm was sounded shortly 
after three o'clock, a delay being oc
casioned because the steam had run 
down at the power house, and the first 
alarm was faint, but the department 
was early on the scene and a large 
crowd soon gathered. Fortunately 
there was no wind to carry the flames 
to adjoining property, and the big 
hostelry burned like so much tinder 
at the start, the old portion of ihe 
hotel, a mere shell, brick veneered, 
furnishing good material for the 
flames. It was less than thirty minutes 
after the flames burst out before the 
old part, containing kitchen, dining-
room, parlor, office, etc., was com
pletely gutted, while the two annexes 
of solid brick made slower work for 
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mass of debris on the site of the fa

mous old hostelry. 

No one can tell just where the fire 
started, but probably under the range 
in the kitchen, where a fire originated 
last summer during the day time. The 
woodwork must have ignited at this 
point about midnight, and with the 
building tightly enclosed, made little 
progress for some time. It burned 
slowly, the flames gradually feeding 
on the dry woodwork until they 
reached the roof, but it is a mystery, 
how those in. the hotel were not awak
ened by the smoke, or crackling noise 
Frank Morneau was up and secured 
a glass of water for his wife just a 
half hour before his brother, Peter 
discoveed the fire. Frank did not de
tect any indications of fire. 

There were many very narrow es
capes. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Keith 
who had rooms on the second floor of 
the south annex, grabbed a few 
clothes and made their way through 
the main hall to the ladies' stairway. 
They lost all their property in the 
room, amounting to about $800. 

,Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Ingalls occu
pied • a room in the old part of the 
hotel. As soon as awakened they 
hurriedly dressed, and the smoke was 
so thick in the hallway that Mr. In
galls tied a wet towel over his wife's 
mouth. They lost $17 in cash and a 
few clothes. Miss Emma Logan, 
local superintendent of the Maple 
Leaf Telephone Co. said that when 
awakened the smoke was rushing into 
the room through the transom and it 
was with great difficulty that she es
caped. She had left her own and the 
company's money in a tin box in 
the office of the telephone exchange on 

clothing to comfortably protect him, 
and got out of the hotel, with just 
enough to cover him, not being able 
to secure his head gear. He lost all 
his clothing, and valuable and 
precious keepsakes. '; ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Stephani, Dr. 
McRae, and the school teachers, the 
Misses Quinn and Tidd, were away 
and lost what property they left in 
their rooms. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. P . Chase occupied 
corner rooms on the second floor over 
the balcony. Mrs. Chase was away 
but Mr. Chase succeeded in saving 
most of their personal effects. 

Miss Zilla Davis, one of the teach
ers who had been boarding at the 
hotel, had left the hotel a few days 
prior to the fire and had a roomf'"at 
Mrs. Eva Keith's. It was fortunate 
the teachers were absent as they had 
rooms on the third floor, and had 
they been in the hotel at the time, they 
might have had trouble in getting out. 

There were only a few traveling men 
in the hotel and they managed to es
cape with their clothes and baggage. 

All the help escaped, most of them 
saving their clothes. 

Morneau Bros, place, their loss at 
about $27,500, including- house and 
contents. They had $15,000 insurance 
on the building and $3,000 on con
tents. G. A. Eaton had $12,000 on 
building and $1,500 on furniture, J . 
J . Skahen had $2,000 and Guy Ewing 
$1,000 on building, while C. Al Dickey 
had $1,500 on furniture, V-'i v 

Morneau Bros, have decided to re
build on the old site, and will begin 
the work of clearing up the debris 
just as soon as the insurance adjus
ters complete their work. 
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The fire caught from a defective 
chimney and when discovered the up
per part of the house was all aflame. 

An alarm was turned in, and there 
was a lively hustle by many members 
of the fire department who were at the 
K. P. ball. The department took the 
chemical over, but about all they 
could do was watch the house burn up. 
No adjacent property was damaged. 

The Widowitsch family found shel
ter at the home of E. A Briggs for 
the remainder of the night, and are 
temporarily occupying the old Russell 
house. 

The house was a five-room struc
ture, and was insured for $350, valued 
at $600. The boueshold furniture was 
insured for $250, which is far from 
covering the 'loss. In the cellar were 
over 100 bushels of potatoes, 100 cans 
of fruit, beside lots of Vegetables. 

The house formerly belonged to 
Free Bockoven. 
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l ^ f t t n l g j g f e Wy- in t e re s t ing and 

, . , „ ^ I ^ l f e fames Hartman: M. 
, o t ^ ^ M r f | | | ^ , J L i b b y ; M. of R. and 
fe., Mrs.Lor^tta Howard; Senior, Mrs. 
S,%®'^ B r ig|?Sj, Junior, MTS. E. D. 
TGlaggett; Manager, Mrs. E. B. An
derson; Protector, Mrs. E. M. Chap
man; G. of O. T., Mrs. O. Mitchell. 

At the conclusion of the work of in-
H stallation, four little flower girls, the 
"" Misses Dorothy and Marjorie Dickey, 

|Ruth Briggs and Ida Smuckler, bear-
ng an altar of flowers advanced to 
'lora, represented by > Mrs. John 
rahek, who decorated the newly in

stalled officers with flowers. Mrs. Guy 
"iwing played the marches for the 
sremonyV^ ^ 
"SSt.tne-close.of the installation cere-
%^e9j-^%S^Bartram- 4elisif*ba> a n 

interesting address, after which the 
program was rendered, which was fol
lowed by dancing and refreshments, 
the evening's pleasures winding up 
with "Old Dan Tucker." 

N E W BOAKD MEETS. 

Comity Commissioners Convene Tuesday 
and B e g i n The ir Work. 

The new board of county commis
sioners met Tuesday afternoon at 2 
o'clock. The new commissioners, 
John W. McClure of the Fifth district 
and John Dalchow of the Third dis
trict, took the vacant chairs at the 
table and the board proceeded to or
ganize by electing R. S. Shaw chair
man and L. S. Libby vice chairman. 

The commissioners approved the 
bonds of the; various county officers 
and the servants of the people started 
in with their duties. 

The commissioners designated the 
U n i o n as the official paper for the 
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EDWARD D. CLAGGETT, 
Ex-Sheriff of Mille Lacs County, Who was Elected Ser-

geant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives this week. 

J J | y r f l l a g 6 el«aiott Tuesday, 
the usual election conditi 

oiiw was most interest-• 
f ^ There were two t i c k e t s ^ the] 
'4el<t, nofcn headed by - D^. Cooneyfor; 

wsA the old council with theexoeption^ 
ofbll S . Libby who*decline^^tb serve: 

trustees consisted of 
Joseph C r a l g r B . D,'/Grant and R. 
E. Jones. John Fv^ Petterson {or 

E. M. CHAPMAN. 
Retiring Register of Deeds. Elected Village 

Trustee Tuesday. 

treasurer, J . C. Borden for recorder 
and A. Z. Norton had the field to 
themselves. 

The vote stood as follows: 
For President— 

H.C.Cooney qm? 
For Trustees- dUb 

Joseph Craig »» 
C.A.Caley "/. •*£> 
E.M Chapman i£? 
B .D.Grant } S 
K.E..Tones i f? 

ForRecorder— ""!.* " ' 
J-C. Borden on, 

For Treasurer— . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . auo 
J i F . Petterson «-, 

For Justice of the Peace— """ ."- w 

•A. Z. Norton '.'..' *>&> 
The vote was the largest ever polled 

at a village election. The contest was 
a lively one. 

N e w County Officers In. 

With the opening of the New Year 
there were several changes made in 
the official roster at the court house 
when the newly-elected county officials 
took charge. Guy Ewing was the 
only new official who took his office 
on Monday as he did not have to give 
any bonds and he stepped right into 
the harness and began to familiarize 
himself with his work. The rest of 
the new county officials were obliged 
to wait until the board of county com
missioners met and approved their 
bonds. This was done Tuesday and 
Robert H. King assumed his duties 
as clerk of court, Harry Shockley as 
sheriff and Charles W. Burnhelm as 
register of deeds, and Dr. Bacon as 
coroner. Mr. Burnhelm has ap
pointed Frank Goulding as deputy 
and the only deputy appointed by the 
sheriff so far is William Trumble of 
Milaca. 
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Out and I n of t h e Years. 
-The old year passed into oblivion 

with the customary social holiday 
events, but there was nothing to in
dicate much change in the even tenor 
of events. 

At the Methodist ehurch there was 
a watch-night service bv Rev. Swin-
nerton, beginning at U p . m . and con-
tmuing^until the hour when the bells 
sounded the passing of the o ld . and 
the arrival of the new year. 

As New Year's day came on Sun
day there-was little to mark the initial 
day of 1905, but on Monday there 
was a cessation of business, thebanks 
and all stores being closed, as well .as 
the mill. At the depot Station Agent 
Rice stamped tickets for "down" and 

up passengers, but no express was 
received, nor was any freight handled. 

There was quite a heavy travel and 
passenger business'at the depot started 
out with the new year in good shape. 
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