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Who is responsible for placing the 
State University and the Normal 
Schools under the Board of Control? 
John A. Johnson, present governor of 
the State. Mr. Johnson builded bet
ter than he knew. 

It is reported m St. Paul that a 
highly moral (?) and religious (?) 
Southern Minnesota banker painted 
the town red one evening last week. 
That same hypocritical canting bank
er could not conscientiously support 
unrighteous Bob Dunn last fall' 

Representative Roberts of Minne
apolis introduced a bill in the house 
last Friday which provides for the 
abolishment of bill boards. The meas
ure is one of the most meritorious pro
posed at the present session of the 
legislature and it should grace a page 
on the statute books of our State. 

The czar has signed a rescript and 
will permit his people to enjoy a few 
more liberties of government, grant
ing them a partial concession in their 
demand for a representative govern
ment. He had better hurry up as the 
Japs are marching toward the Krem
lin and Novsky Prospect. 

The city of Bozeman, Montana, 
passed an anti-spitting Ordinance a 
short time ago and the mayor was the 
first one to be fined for violating the 
ordinance. He was talking with two 
citizens when he began expectorating 
on the sidewalk and he was reported 
to the police. Even mayors in Boze
man are no exception. 

In this issue of the U n i o n we pub
lish a portion of a paper read at the 
State hardware dealers' association 
at Duluth on the value of advertising 
in the country papers. The paper was 
written from the standpoint of a hard
ware dealer, but what is said in the 
paper will apply with equal force to 
the advertising policy of most any 
country dealer. 

Minnesota people have no reason 
to regret that the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
Northern Securities case was favora
ble to J. J. Hill and his friends. Had 
the contention of Harriman and his 
crowd been sustained the Northern 
Pacific railroad would have been 
dominated and controlled by the 
Union Pacific. 

Hon Tom O'Brien's salary as in
surance commissioner should be in
creased to $5,000 per annum. Mr. 
O'Brien's duties are multitudinous. 
Besides attending to the insurance de
partment he is premier of the kitchen 
cabinet and. next to Dick O'Connor, 
is the governor's confidential adviser. 
Mr. O'Brien must also prepare all of 
his excellency's ten-dollar-per-plate 
banquet speeches. Tom will earn his 
wage, and ^5,000 a year is little 
enough for a man of his transcendent 
srenius. 

Tom Lowry's palatial private street 
car is constantly at the disposal of 
Governor Johnson and his friends, 
and his excellency has no hesitation 
in availing himself of Mr. Lowry's 
hospitality. The governor of the 
great State of Minnesota should not 
be obliged to mix with the common 
herd in a plebian street car when he 
wishes to attend a function in Minne
apolis. -'The governor will come 
from St. Paul in a private ca r , " 
reads nice and adds to the dignity of 
the office although it does not smack 
o' Jeffersonian-Jacksonian simplicity. 

The Montana house of representa
tives has passed the initiative and ref
erendum and it is said that the senate 
will also pass the measure. The bill 
requires eight per cent of the voters 
of two-fifths of the counties in that 
state to initiate and five per cent to 
refer. The State Federation of Labor 
of Minnesota has a bill which will be 
introduced in the legislature which 
provides for the initiative and refer
endum in an indirect way. It will 
propose radical changes in the rules 
of procedure in the State legislature, 
and the matter is to be submitted to 
the people to be voted on at the next 
general election. > * * 
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A bill has been introduced in the 
legislature to legalize expenses incur
red by village councils for free musi
cal entertainments. A good bill, 
push it along. A village council 
ought to encourage band concerts by 
liberal appropriations each year. 
There is nothing that the people of a 
community so much appreciate as 
open air concerts and village bands 
should be given every encouragement 
in this line possible. 

President Roosevelt was inaugu* 
rated as the chief executive of the 
nation last Saturday amid scenes un-
paralled in the whole history of the 
country. Representatives from our 
foreign possessions were present, 
many of whom had never seen an 
American citizen made the head of 
Greater America. Here is a man who 
has stuck in the saddle while the 
bucking capitalists and trust promot
ers tried to throw him. 

It might be well for members of the 
legislature and the fiscal officers of 
the State to remember that the rail
roads have not vet acquiesced in the 
four per cent gross earnings tax, and 
it is hardly safe to make large extra
ordinary appropriations in anticipa
tion of the increased revenue that 
will be derived from the railroads. 
We believe that in the end the courts 
will sustain the four per cent law, and 
we also believe the railroads will con
test to the court of last resort the 
right of the State to increase the rate 
of taxation from three to four per 
cent. 

If the State can manufacture bind
ing twine at a profit and at the same 
time save the farmers thousands of 
dollars annually, and it does, there 
is no good reason why the State can
not utilize its convict labor in the 
manufacture of farming machinery— 
binders, mowers, rakes, etc. This 
matter is worthy of consideration by 
the legislature although it has not 
been brought to the attention of the 
members by Governor Johnson. The 
gigantic trust that controls the manu
facture of farming machinery is cost
ing the agriculturists of Minnesota 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
every year. 

There is one live country newspaper 
man in the State house of representa
tives; he hails from Fergus Falls and 
his name is Elmer Adams. Elmer has 
some old-fashioned ideas. Among 
other things he believes that when he 
purchases 1,000 feet of lumber he 
ought to receive 1,000 and not 900 
feet. In other words, he believes a 
piece of 2x4 lumber should be two 
inches by four inches, and not 1;$ by 
3}4 inches: that an inch board should 
be an inch and not seven-eighths of 
an inch in thickness. Elmer embodies 
his views in a bill, and after a stren
uous fight with the friends and para
sites of the lumber barons succeeded 
in getting the measure through the 
house. The bill should pass the 
senate and become a law. 

Garfield's report on the beef trust 
does not fill the bill and is not what 
the people expected. It reads like the 
report of one of the members of the 
clerical force of the beef trust. If this 
is the best that can be secured by the 
government better call off the investi
gation of the Standard Oil trust. The 
development of these big commercial 
organizations is one of the natural 
results of the commercial evolution 
of the age, but the encroachments of 
these concerns on legitimate trade and 
the throttling of competition is unjust 
and contrary to the spirit of our gov
ernment. The series of articles on 
the beef trust now running in Every
body's Magazine show up the true 
state of affairs of this octopus, bene
ficial in some respects and yet in its 
uninterrupted sway securing an abso
lute control of the beef and provision 
trade and all auxiliary trades of the 
entire country. The people are read
ing these articles in the magazines and 
getting posted. The big packers have 
swallowed up the refrigerator car 
system of the country and today have 
absolute dictation over the fruit trade 
of California and many parts of the 
country. They have waxed so fat 
that they compel the railroads to sub
mit to their dictation in many ways. 
It is high tmie to call a halt and turn 
over a new leaf. v \ . r ' ,. 

THE PEOPLE'S FRIEND! ^ 

C. A. Smith of Minneapolis who 
served his apprenticeship under the 
tutelage of the late Governor Pills-
bury, was an apt pupil. He has grad
uated from a common coachman to 
the front ranks of the multi-million
aire lumber barons. Mr. Smith is 
one of John Lind's best clients. Can 
the reader see any connection between 
Smith and Lind in the annexed para
graph? Smith has been engaged for 
years in dickering for ' 'timber home
steads." He boasts that he is the 
proud possessor of billions of feet of 
timber on the Pacific slope that cost 
him less than ten cents per thousand. 
Where is the sense of dealing with 
four ' 'homesteaders," when you can 
cover as much territory by negotiat
ing with one? Here is the paragraph 
referred to which appeared in the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press of the 1st inst: 

"The sincerity of John Lind's pre
tensions to a dominating friendship 
for the people is illustrated by his 
appearance as one of the principal 
advocates of the land-grabbers' bills 
increasing the amount of land which 
may be taken up under a homestead 
claim from 160 to 640 acres. As re
peatedly shown, this measure is con
trived solely to play into the hands of 
those seeking to establish baronial 
estates and to shut out the small farm
er and home-builder. An expert 
land-shark, employing say twenty 
men to locate ' 'homesteads" for him, 
may in a very few years, under the 
laws favored by Lind, become abso
lute owner of 12,800 acres of good 
land ." 

We may be all wrong in oui sur
mises. "Honest" John Lind is an 
honorable man! He may have been 
actuated by the best of motives in vot
ing for the land-grabbers' bill. But 
" i t looks suspicious!" 

LET THE BATTLE PROCEED. 

Gov. Johnson yesterday wrote to 
Secretary of the Navy Morton asking 
if it will be possible to postpone the 
launching of the battleship Minnesota 
until some day in the latter part of 
April. The launching was set for 
April 8. Gov. Johnson thinks the 
State should be represented at the 
launching and as he himself will not 
be able to leave St. Paul while the 
legislature is in session he requests 
that the launching be postponed.— 
Pioneer Press. » 

This reminds us of the stor$ of 
Wellington and Corporal O'Rafferty 
on the field of Waterloo, as the latter 
is credited with relating it. Just as 
the ball was about to open Wellington 
galloped up to one of his division 
commanders and anxiously inquired, 
'Is Corporal Patrick O'Rafferty of 

the Inniskillen Dragoons present and 
in his place?" "Yes, General," was 
the response. Then the Iron Duke 
jojously exclaimed: "Al l right! Let 
the battle proceed!" 

Rev. E. E. Madeira preached a 
sensible sermon to his congregation 
in Christ's church, St. Paul, last Sun
day evening. Among other good 
things he said: 

" I n its broadest sense, an honest 
man is one who is true in all his 
obligations, rendering to everybody 
his dues, his money dues, his dues of 
reputation, his dues in every circum
stance and relationship of life. 

" 'Tribute to whom tribute is due,' 
summarizes the whole thing. This ad
dressed to the taxpayer calls his at
tention to what he owes the govern
ment under which he lives. It tells 
him that to evade that obligation is 
not honest; that to list half of his 
property and set it down at half its 
value, withholding tribute where 
tribute is due, is not honest. 

" I t says 'Honor to whom honor is 
duue'—so that a man who reviles an 
honorable official, seeking to break 
down his reputation simply because he 
does not belong to the same political 
party or any fellow man because he 
is envious of him or has some per
sonal grudge against him, is not 
honest. 

" We should also be careful not to 
rob a man of his good character. 
That is the dearest thing he possesses. 
To rob a man of his reputation is the 
most inexcusable of all forms of rob
bery, for it brings the robber no en
richment. 

"Don ' t be a knocker. The world 
is too full of knockers—men who seem 
to hunt around like scavengers in a 
garbage barrel. They may really 
have no cause for knocking, but they 
must do it. I believe God hates a 
knocker. The world ought to, for h,e 
is a highwayman who is often a pub
lic assassin, and he ought to be put 
out of business by honest men." 

GRAIN AND LIVE STOCK. 
Chicago Live Stock. 

Chicago, March 7.—Cattle, receipts 
5,000; market steady; good to prime 
steers, $5.25-6.10; poor to medium, 
$3.75-4.7:5 stockers and feeders, $2.40-
4.60; cows, $2.75-4.05; heifers, $3-5; 
canners, $1.00-2.40; bulls, $2.50-4; 
calves, $3-6.50. 

Hogs, receipts 23,000; tomorrow 
40,000: strong to 5c up: mixed and 
butchers, $4.75-5.17%; good to choice 
heavy, $5.10-5.22%; rough heavy, 
$4.90-5.05; light, $4.80-;5 bulk of sales 
$5.05-5.15. 

Sheep receipts 18.000; sheep and 
lambs steady; good to choice wethers 
$5.60-6.10; fair to choice mixed $5-5.50; 
western sheep $5-6.10: fair to choice 
mixed $5-5.50; western sheep $5-6.10; 
native lambs $6-7.75; western lambs 
$6.50-7.75. 

South St. Paul Live Stock. 

South St. Paul, March 7.—Cattle 
receipts, 1,700; market steady; good 
to choice grain fed steers, $4.60-5.50; 
common to fair grain fed steers, $3.25-
4.50; good to choice native cows and 
heifers, $3-4.2:5 fair $2.40-2.85; cut
ters and canners, $1.50-2.25: butcher 
bulls, $2.65-3.40; veal calves $2-4.90. 

Hogs, receipts 4,500; market fully 
5 cents higher. Light and light 
mixed, $4.65-4.85; mixed and butchers 
<*4.70-4.90; heavy $4.80-5; boars $2-2.75; 
stags $3-3.85: pigs and underweights, 
$6.50-4.50. 

Sheep, reciepts 400; market steady 
for best, others 5 and 15 cents lower. 
Good to choice native lambs, $6.85-
7.15; fair to good $6.15-6.85; good to 
choice wethers and yearlings $5.50-
6.50; good to choice ewes $-55.50; com
mon to fair ewes $2.50-4.50. 

Minneapo l i s Gra in . 

Minneapolis, March 7.—May wheat 
opened % cents lower this morning 
and the market had a soggy appear
ance. May sold down to $1.11%, the 
low point for sometime. While there 
were slight recoveries the market ruled 
weak and showed little tendency to 
get back to opening quotations. May 
closed at $1.11% and $1.12 and July 
$1.09%. 

The cash wheat market was active 
today. The offerings were well taken 
with prices ruling strong. No. 1 
northern sold at % and 1 cent over 
May; 2 northern from 2% to 3% un
der and No. .3 wheat from $1.02 to 
$1.09. 

I desire to announce to the voters 
of the town of Princeton that I am a 
candidate for assessor for said town. 

Albert Kuhfield. 

B a t t l e Lake Key lew Scinti l lations. 
Fully one-third of the Minnesota 

legislature is Scandinavian, but the 
sessions are still conducted in the En
glish language. 

• •$• * 
Now that the railroads claim to be 

losing money on all passenger busi
ness, it is up to the legislator to in
troduce a bill to appropriate money 
to reimburse these martyrs. 

• $ • • • } • 

It very often happens in this world 
that two love-sick young people go 
into joint session and agree that two 
people can live as cheaply as one. 
Perhaps they can but they alsvays for
get the children. 

•J* «s» •> 
Minneapolis is having a tussle with 

the gambling fraternity just now, and 
the latter drew first blood the other 
evening when a rich man was held up 
and his coachman murdered. The en
tire national guard will be stationed 
in Hennepin county when we become 
governor. 

P l a y i n g t h e B a b ) A c t . 

Minneapolis is playing the "baby 
ac t" with regard to taxes in a manner 
that ought to bring the blush of 
shame to the cheeks of its citizens, 
but State Auditor Iverson called them 
down in good shape last week when 
he showed that they were not yet pay
ing their proportion of the State tax 
as compared with other localities. 
The climax was reached at a banquet 
to the legislature last week, when the 
toast-master, a prominent jobber of 
that city, referred to the State board 
of equalization as the "board of in-
justness and assassination." The 
statement of Mr. Iverson the next 
morning came in quite pat in refuting 
this base slander. He says emphati
cally that the State board did not 
add a dollar to the count}, city or 
local taxes of that city. The main 
cause of complaint with the saw dust 
city seems to be in the matter of 
household furniture which was in
creased by the board about fifty per 
cent, but it was increased in other 
counties of the State from twenty to 
200 per cent, and they are taking 
their medicine without making specta
cles of themselves. But we suspect 
the whole trouble lies in the fact that 
the public sevrv ice corporations were 
boosted quite considerably, and the 
hue and cry is probably raised by 
agents of these interests who seem to 
have succeeded in making the business 
interests think they have been dis
criminated against, when as a matter 
of fact they are not yet paying their 
proportion of State tax as compared 
with farmers throughout the State.— 
Elk River Star-News. 

Church Topics £& ae 
+ * * Sunday and Weekday 

Announcements. . . . 

•*-
CONGREGATIONAL. 

Rev. John R. Henderson will preach 
next Sunday morning and evening as 
follows: Morning topic, "Why Seek 
to Save the Child;" evening, " A 
Mine to Work. *' At the morning ser
vice the choir will sing the following 
anthems: ' ' Waiting on the Lord " a n d 
"O, Send Out Thy Light ." At the 
evening service there will be music by 
male quartette, and a selection, 
"Praise Ye the Lord" by ladies' 
chorus. Anthems as follows: "Let 
Not Your Heart be Troubled" and 
"Jus t as God Leads ." We welcome 
all to worship with us. 

METHODIST. 

Morning: "The Seeking Element 
in Salvation of World." Evening: 
"The Other Side of A Scrap of Pa
per ," the same being a thought 
suggested by the drama presented by 
the local high school. The services 
will begin with fifteen minutes singing 
of gospel hymns by a chorus of 
voices. Usual musical program. 
Oftertory by Mr. George Ross. 

LUTHERAN EMANUEL. 

Next Sunday morning at 10:30 
o'clock Rev. Gronberg will preach at 
the Swedish Lutheran church at Zim
merman. On Thursday afternoon 
and evening the Ladies' Aid society 
will meet with Mrs. Amberg at Zim
merman. 

To T e a c h e r s . 

The first meeting of the Mille Lacs 
County Teachers' association will be 
held on Saturday, March 25th, at 11 
o'clock a. m., in high school building, 
Princeton, Minn. The principal ob
ject of this association is to help the 
rural teacher in that field of labor, 
and to secure the best means for in
creasing the efficiency of those schools. 

Prominent teachers and educators 
will be in attendance at this meeting, 
ready to discuss the questions of the 
day, as to best methods to promote 
the welfare and prosperity of every 
rural school. 

Good v ocal and instrumental music 
will be a part of the program. 

State Supt. Olsen may be among 
the visitors: if not. some one will be 
sent to take his place and give us a 
talk along educational lines. Re
member the date and place and make 
it a point to be there. Teachers in 
adjoining counties are cordially in
vited. 

Guy Ewing, 
County Superintendent. 

On t h e F i n n s Line. 

"Yes, the professor asked me what 
man, in my opinion, had contributed 
most to the drama's popularity. "> 

"And you told him—?" 
" I told him, in my opinion, the in

ventor of the opera glass."—Puck. 

Result 
IN LAST WEEK'S ISSUE OF THE 
UNION WE ANNOUNCED OUR 

CLOSING OUT SALE 
It seems the public took notice of 
same, and acted in response to my 
announcement. 

In Spite of the Scarcity of Money 
Goods are moving a t a rapid rate . 
One can see the effect a t a glance 
by taking a look into the store. 

Goods are Sold at such Low Prices 
As to pay you big interest on the 
investment—as you will need the 
goods sooner or later. 

All Underwear, Gloves, Mittens, 
Hats, Caps, Overcoats, 
Mackintoshes, Mackin-
aws, Duck Coats, etc., 

are Sold at Slaughtering Prices 
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