
2 TMJB f m^OJSTOJS UJN1UJSI T H U B S D A ^ M A X 13; 1909. 

IP-
ijsrl 
afcl: 

$1 . 

& 

5d? 

• "-•£ 

THE FUTURE OF HUGHES 
How His Strength With the 

People Has Decreased—The 
Defeat of His Policies 

by State Leaders. 

By Forsaking His Principles He 
Can Satisfy His Political 

Ambitions-Senate and 
Presidency Possible. 

By FREDERICK R. TOOMBS. 
[EDITOR'S NOTE.—Mr. Toombs Is a 

T 

tnember of the New York legislature and 
has supported the governor in all of his 
fights except on the Hinman-Green direct 
•primary bill. The fact, then, that Mr. 
Toombs sees a decline in the governor's 
power is particularly significant. Gov
ernor Hughes was the most effective 
speaker in the Republican party during 
the last campaign, and his work in New 
tYork state and in the west was one of 
Ithe deciding factors of the campaign, 
puring his tours many people became in
terested in him and in the problems that 
lie was trying to solve.] 

^HE recent closing of the session 
of the New York legislature 
brought to an end what was 
probably the most trying ordeal 

In the career of Charles E. Hughes as 
governor and at the same time brought 
'him nearer to a point where he must 
make a choice between his political 
principles and his political career. Not 
every man in high political life is com
pelled to make this choice. In politics 
93 outside it a man's principles are of-
jen a matter of convenience or of ex
pediency. Not so has it been with 
feovernor Hughes. Pace to face with 
She issue, he must decide whether he 
twill continue to fight for the establish
ment and perpetuation of his state 
governmental policies, and thus sacr
ifice his political future, or whether he 
kWlll compromise with or surrender to 
ithe Republican organization of his 
(state, and thus guarantee to himself 
Ithe favor of that organization and a 
political career of bright promise. 

Governor Hughes came out of the 

Hughes is concerned. Whatever he 
receives at the hands of the Republic
an party in future he must be in a po-
Bition to demand. He has lost strength 
among the voters. He has been sub
jected to a series of important defeats 
in the last New York legislature. The 
psychology of defeat is no uncertain 
quantity. The public demands a win
ner. I t demands a winner that keeps 
on winning. Cunning tongues are ever 
ready to insinuate that the man who 
is defeated was not sincere in his cam
paign. 

And Hughes had no issue this year 
that gripped the public as did the race 
track issue. By forcing the anti-racing 
bills on the statute books he aroused 
enthusiasm among a large percentage 
of citizens not only in his state, but 
throughout the country, who saw in 
him a man who dared to fight high 
power and who could win against 
heavy odds. His chief issue this year 
was that the present mode of naming 
candidates in New York state should 
be revolutionized. He argued that po
litical bosses controlled nominations 
for oflice, even though they could not 
^necessarily control elections. He rec
ommended a direct nominations or 
primary reform bill and had Introduced 
in both houses of the legislature a 
measure on this subject which was 
largely his handiwork. He depended 
on public opinion and support to force 
the passage of this bill (the so called 
Hinman-Green bill) through the legis
lature.. He went before the citizens of 
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GOVERNOR CHARLES EVANS HUGHES. 

Taft presidential campaign of last fall 
with a national reputation as a cam
paign orator. Widely spoken of as the 
greatest asset of the Republican party 
in the east and re-elected by a larger 
majority than he received two" years 
ibefore, in spite of the prejudice cer
tain of his reform measures had 
aroused, he entered on his second term 
of office with probably the greatest 
measure of popularity he had ever en-
jjoyed. The legislature convened. Gov
ernor Hughes promulgated a long re-
lorm program on the lines he has 
made familiar. The defeat of this pro
gram is well known. Today how do 
we find him? We know that his party 
organization is violently opposed to 
film and to his methods and measures. 
But has he grown stronger with the 
people? If he has not gained strength, 
lhas he retained his former strength? 
If he has not retained it, what portion 
or percentage of it has he lost? What 
floes he want to accomplish for him
self or for his announced princi
ples? 

What does the future hold for him 
In politics? 

Would Not "Play Politics." 
• 'As a purely political exposition a 
governor who fights the state organiza-
jtion of his party can gain but one of 
two things—a victory or a compro
mise. The chances always are that he 
;will attain neither end. To gain either 
be must "play politics." Hughes has 
not played politics—i. e., he has not 
created a political machine through 
!his powers of appointment and veto. 
Therein lies the secret of much of 
what will prove to be bis weakness in 
the immediate future. 

He was renominated for governor 
because the Republican leaders, state 
and national, feared the loss of votes 
that would result from turning down 
a reform governor in a presidential 
year in what might again prove to be 
the pivotal state. But that contingen
cy cannot occur again, so far 33 

the state with the slogan, "Down with 
the bosses!" But the people refused to 
become aroused. While they had 
grasped the evils of betting on horse 
races in a moment the year before, 
they could not comprehend the full 
significance of Governor Hughes' ar
guments on direct primaries without 
considerable study. Direct primaries 
proved an academic issue that re
quired more time for thought, if it 
were to be understood, than the aver
age citizen could afford. 

Importance of Newspaper Attitude. 
But, still more important, most of the 

newspapers in the populous centers 
did not feature the news relating to 
the direct primary campaign. Thus the 
chief means Hughes had of reaching 
the great mass of the public lost much 
of the usefulness it once had. In fact, 
dozens of newspapers openly condemn
ed his direct primary bill, while others 
went further and condemned the very 
principle of direct nominations Itself. 

The support of the New York Times 
and the New York Sun had previously 
been of vast aid to the governor. They 
circulate among large numbers of in
dependent voters in the city and 
state. Their clientele is what should 
be termed high class. But during the 
last few months these two papers edi
torially have turned flatly against the 
governor on his biggest Issues. Conse
quently they weakened his support 
among hundreds of Hughes voters. 
Men of prominence outside political 
fields also attacked the direct nomina
tions bill. Among these men were 
President Jacob Gould Schurman of 
Cornell university and President Nich
olas Murray Butler of Columbia uni
versity. Ex-Mayor Seth Low of New 
York city, himself a leading supporter 
of the governor's direct nominations 
bill, stated in Albany before a joint 
session of the senate and assembly 
judiciary committees: "I do not be
lieve this bill should be enacted this 
year, as If would prevent fusion In the 

New York city mayoralty campaign. 
Put it into effect next year." 

Those were some of the influences 
that affected public opinion regarding 
the direct primary bill, and. the com
bined influences were sufficient to give 
many a senator and assemblyman a 
reason for voting against the measure 
that would be acceptable to most of 
his constituents. 

Corporation Influence. .: ' 
The attitude of many of the newspa

pers in opposing Hughes' measures in 
New York state, particularly in New 
York city, has been caused by corpo
ration influences. He has regulated 
the operations of public service and 
allied corporations in a manner not to 
their liking. The public service com
mission has been a spear between the 
ribs of various street railway and rail
road companies, etc. One New York 
city street railway company claims 
that it has had to file ŜOOO reports 
with the commission since the board 
has been in existence. The Hughes in
surance reform and banking reform 
measures have antagonized these In
terests and their powerful allies, such 
as fire insurance companies, etc. He 
has further attacked telephone and 
telegraph companies. All these inter
ests have influence with political par
ties, and so with the legislature. 

Through the aggressive Hughes pol
icy regarding the interests of the 
classes named the governor has arous 
ed antagonism that will prove too 
strong for him to successfully combat 
for he has no machine, and his 
strength with the voters is decreasing 
through lack of a new appeal of the 
necessary impressive qualities. 

A Fatal Compromise. 
Probably the failure of his direct 

nominations campaign was Inevitable 
when he decided to make his bill a 
compromise. It did not provide for 
slmon pure direct primaries. I t gave 
a preference to political organizations, 
unlike the Wisconsin and other plans. 
Resultant was the disapproval of vari
ous civic bodies that, however, sup
ported the bill perfunctorily as at least 
a step in the right direction. The Re
publican and Democratic organizations 
joined in a common cause to defeat 
the direct primary bill, and when this 
was accomplished this bipartisan com
bination was maintained until several 
important measures affecting corpo
rate interests were either defeated or 
emasculated by the devious process of 
amendment. 

The great trouble with the govern
or's campaign for direct primaries, 
which has vitally affected his career, 
was that he offered the compromise 
himself instead of forcing his oppo
nents to do so. 

Men who have voted for every re
form measure the governor ever pro
mulgated went on record against him 
on his direct primary bill; also last 
year the Hughes telephone and tele
graph control bill received over thirty 
votes in the assembly. This year It 
got but four votes when first voted on 
and five the second time. 

Eeal Rulers of State and Country. 
The business interests of this coun

try control this country. The business 
men of the various states control the 
various states. The business men con
trol political parties. When the gov
ernor of a state so conducts himself in 
oflice as to antagonize powerful busi
ness interests and to fill them with 
distrust of his policies he faces a fin
ish fight for his political existence. 

The stringent nature of certain of 
the Hughes reforms have caused some 
of the important business interests to 
attempt to go to the other extreme 
and wipe out all state control over 
their affairs. An interesting indica
tion of this tendency was revealed be
fore the judiciary committee of the 
New York state senate a week before 
the legislature adjourned. 

Joseph H. Choate, former ambassa
dor to England, appeared for the Ryan 
street railway interests in opposition 
to the Davis bills extending the power 
of the public service commission. He 
condemned the measures unmercifully. 
Finally Senator George A. Davis of 
Lancaster, the committee chairman, in
terrupted Mr. Choate, asking: 

"Mr. Choate, is it possible that you 
can find nothing good at all in these 
bills?" 
• "Yes," quickly retorted Mr. Choate. 
"I haven't been looking for anything 
good in them." 

The political future of Governor 
Hughes will be determined during the 
next year. 

His party organization is willing to 
stand by him, to renominate him if he 
so desires or to promote him—for a 
consideration. And that consideration 
is that he modify his policies, abandon 
radical reform programs and follow 
the lead of his organization instead of 
trying to lead the organization. In the 
words of a prominent member of the 
legislature spoken to the writer a few 
days ago, "If Charley becomes docile 
he will go higher, for even his bitter
est enemies recognize his ability." 

Will Charley become docile? 
The only answer will be his legisla

tive program next winter, a year lead
ing to another state convention, a year 
of peculiar political significance there
fore. Various of the governor's impor
tant issues of this year have been 
smothered by the recent creation of 
legislative investigating commissions 
which are to report to the next legis
lature. These commissions are to inves
tigate direct nominations and the ques
tion as to whether the jurisdiction of 
the public service commission shall be 
extended over telephone and telegraph 
companies, and they will also invest! 
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the city of Greater New York. 
If these commissions make reports 

adverse to the governor's views, will 
he resign himself to the inevitable, or 

bat the organization leaders and to 
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H e r e i s a G e n u i n e B a r g a i n : 

17 Jeweled Nickle Hampden Movement 
in 20-year open-faced case for $10 

C o m e W h i l e T H e y L a s t . 

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL \ 
AND SANITARIUM. 

PRINCETON, - MINN. 
Long Distance 'Phone 31—3. 

Centrally located. All the comforts of home 
life. Unexcelled service. Equipped with every 
modern convenience for the treatment and the 
cure of the sick and the Invalid. All forms of 
Electrical Treatment. Medical Baths, Massage. 
X-ray Laboratory, Trained Nurses in attend
ance. Only non-contagious diseases admitted. 
Charges reasonable. 

Trained Nurses furnished for sickness 
In private families. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
riedlcal Director, 

MISS ESTHER MELINE. Superintendent. 

* 

I PETER MOEGER 
Merchant Tailor 1 

A large assortment of the latest pat
terns on hand at all times. 

Pit guaranteed and prices right. 

Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing 

Main Street, Princeton * 

G.G.SHAKER 
Resident Photographer 

The Highest Grade Work 
Guaranteed 

Studio Opposite Dr. Coon-
ey's Office 

Open Every Day 

The Rural 
Telephone Co. 

THE PEOPLE'S FAVORITE. 

Lines to Dalbo, Cambridge, Santi
ago. Freer and Qlendorado. 

Good Service in Princeton and to all 
adjoining points. We connect with the 
Northwestern Long Distance Telephone-

Patronize a Home Concern. 
Service Day and Night. 

• • • • • 

Ml I : PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
J Under the Personal Supervision of 1 

I DR. C. A. LESTER i 
• For the Care of Surgical, Maternity 4 
^ and Noncontagious Medical Cases. j 

• DR. C. A. LESTER ] 

• Princeton - - Minnesota J 
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Motel 
ANI> F E E D B A R N . 

T. J . KALIHER, Proprietor, 
Princeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
a t a rioments ' Notice. 

Commercial Travelers'Trade a Specialty. 

For Sale. 
A solid brick dwelling house, 10 

rooms, hardwood finish, with full 
? ^ 1

t i e - ™ ^ l r ^ ° _ f J ^ ° e 3 . 5 . ? a r t e r f o r basement, 28 by 30 feet; also a barn 
16 by 20 feet, buggy shed and two 
acres of land, centrally located in vil
lage of Princeton. Just the place for 

will he have* bills Introduced to com- a retired farmer or a person who 
wants to start a chicken farm. Terms, 

carry out his own recommendations? cash or five years ' time. Apply to 
In other words, will he start another Lewis Bobideau, Route l,^Princeton. 

First National Bank 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 
A General Banking 

ness Transacted. 
Loans Made on 

Security. 

Busi-

Approved 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

M. M. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank 
Capital $20,000 

A^ooe.»o.».„i B a n k i n g B u s i n e s s 

Interest Paid on Time Deposits. J 
Farm Mortgages, J # j . SKAHEN, f 
Insurance, Collections. Cashier. i 

rHj.^. ,\, fr .j,,;, ,|.,%, •;, ,t, ,t,,;, ,t, ,g, ,t,,;, ,t, ,t, ^ ^ . I - S M H * * * * ^ .;, ,t, $ $ ,t, ,t, ,x, ,t, ,t, ,x, ,t, ,t, ,v ^ 

M. S. RUTHERFORD _ E . L . MCMILLAN 

* 
* 

W e M a k e 
S p e c i a l t y 0 / 

Farm Loans 
M. S . R U T H E R F O R D <& C O . 

T o w n s e n d B u i l d i n g , 
Princeton, Minn. 
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L. C. HUMMEL 
D«al«r i n 

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard, 
Poultry, Fish and Game in Season. 

Both Telephones. 

Main Street, (Opposite Starch Factory.) Princeton, Minn. 

The Foot=Schulze 
Shoes and Oxfords 

The Foot-Schulze Shoes and 
Oxfords are the best. Look for 
the name inside of shoe. We 
have both shoes and oxfords in 
black, tan and oxblood colors. 
They will not slip, but will fit 
and also wear. Try them and 
you will be satisfied. Sold by 

Solomon Long; 
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