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THE INCOME TAX AND ITS HISTORY 
Why (he Present Constitutional 
Amendment to the Method of 
Taxation Recognized by the 
Government For Many Years 
Is Proposed. £3 &' 

By JAMES A. EDGERTON. 

FOR the first time in forty years 
a constitutional amendment is 
being submitted to the legis-
islatures of the various states. 

It was in 1869 that the fifteenth 
amendmeat, providing that the right 
to vote should not be abridged be
cause of "race, color or previous con
dition of servitude," was submitted. 
The year following it was approved. 
Indeed, it is worthy of note that no 
amendment has ever been submitted 
by congress in the regular way that 
has not been ratified by the states. If 
this is a criterion, the income tax 
amendment now proposed is already 
as good as adopted. , 

The method laid down in the consti
tution for its own amendment pro
vides that two-thirds of each house of 
congress shall be required for the sub
mission of the proposed change, after 
.which it must be ratified by the legis
latures of three-fourths of the states. 
The present amendment has already 
received the two-thirds majority of the 
two houses of congress and has been 
certified by the president to the gov
ernors of the forty-six states. It will 
probably be acted on by the legis
latures next winter. 

Another method for the amendment 
of the constitution has been provided, 
but it has never been invoked. When 

Character Study of Senator 
Norris Brown of Nebraska. In
troducer of the Amendment. 
Cherub Faced Fighter Who Will 
Dare Much For a Principle. & 

tion of the government, that it had 
never been questioned before, that it 
had helped to save the nation's life in 
the darkest days of its history, that 
it is a method of raising revenue recog
nized in many of the leading nations 
of the world and that the action of 
the court itself depended on a five to 
four majority, it being popularly re
ported at the' time that one judge 
changed his mind overnight—all these 
and other considerations astonished 
and stirred the nation profoundly. In 
a manner characteristic of the Ameri
can people, however, while indignant 
criticism was widespread, two of the 
dissenting justices themselves being 
perhaps the bitterest in their com
ments, there was nowhere a proposal 
to disregard the finding of the court. 
Nor was there ever another serious at
tempt to pass an income tax law, al
though fourteen years have elapsed, 
until the constitutional disability, 
whether fancied or real, had been re
moved. True, the measure has been 
discussed at various times, and, while 
a vast majority of the American peo
ple have always favored such a tax, 
the consensus of public opinion has 
been against passing the law a second 
time in the face of an adverse court 
decision, although there was a well 
nigh universal opinion that the decision 
was a mistaken one. That is a triumph 

SENATOR NORRIS BROWN OK NEBRASKA. 

the legislatures of two-thirds of the 
states shall demand a constitutional 
convention, congress is in duty bound 
to call it. A few desultory attempts of 
this sort have been proposed or dis
cussed, but nothing ever came of them. 
One such proposal was in connection 
with the election of senators by popu
lar vote. The house of representatives 
has also proposed this amendment sev
eral times and passed it by practical
ly a unanimous vote, but the senate 
has refused to concur. Is it possible 
that a majority of our honorable sena
tors are afraid of the people? At any 
rate, they seem opposed to any change 
in the method of choosing senators, in
volving, as it might, a change in the 
character of the senators so chosen. It 
5s evident that the only way the Amer
ican people will ever get election of 
senators by direct vote is to instruct 
their legislators to choose senators 
committed to this reform. 

The Income Tax Decision. 
The history of the income tax has 

Ibeen somewhat different from that oi 
popular election of senators, although 
the two reforms have been advocated 
^n the main by the same progressive 
(element. Popular election of senators 
[has never had a legal existence, al
though practiced in some states, while 
the income tax was in use among the 
colonies and in certain states, was 
adopted by the general government 
•during the civil war and was a recog
nized method of taxation, both state 
;and national, until declared unconsti-
rtutional by the supreme court in 1895. 
I t is to remove the obstacle then raised 
that the present constitutional amend
ment is proposed. 

No decision since that on the Dred 
rScott case in the troubled days before 
the war ever aroused the storm of 
rcriticism against our highest judicial 
tribunal that followed this finding in 
^the income tax xcase. The fact t int 
(the t ax had stood since the fcuiv.ln-

of law and of democratic government 
worth remembering. 

Favored by Roosevelt. 
The income tax law of 1894 was a 

part of the Wilson tariff bill, and its 
nulification left the government ham
pered for funds. In subsequent years 
it was discussed by the Democrats and 
later was taken up by President Roose
velt. No serious purpose to put it on 
the statute books was shown by con
gress, however, until the extra session 
of this year, when the sidetracking of 
the inheritance tax proposed by the 
house left the way open for an income 
tax amendment. With considerable 
glee the insurgents and Democrats an
nounced that they had enough votes 
to adopt the measure. I t was at this 
point that the administration came for
ward with its double proposal of a 
corporation tax and of a constitutional 
amendment to permit an income tax, 
which had the effect of sidetracking 
the immediate consideration of the in
come tax amendment and thus saved 
the supreme court from reversing it
self or a second time declaring this 
long recognized form of taxation un
constitutional. 

In England, where the income tax 
has been in force for many years, it 
was once opposed by Gladstone on the 
ground that it made "a nation of 
liars." Despite the criticism by Eng
land's Grand Old Man, the tax was re
tained, but the objection was noted 
and the ground for it removed in 
rather an ingenious way. At the time 
of Gladstone's stricture the British 
method of collecting the tax was like 
our own—that is, it was collected from 
the man who received the income. 
Now it is collected from the man who 
pays the income—that is, if one is 
paid a salary the tax is deducted be
fore he receives it; if he is paid a divi
dend on stocks the same method is 
pursued, and similar devices are re
sorted to in cases of those who receive 

rents or fixed profits. Annuities are 
treated in like manner, while in the 
case of corporations, partnerships, busi
ness and professional men. and the 
like, it is easy to compute incomes 
with tolerable accuracy and to collect 
the tax before it reaches the pockets 
of the individual recipients, in this 
manner the stigma of a "nation of 
liars" has been wiped out through the 
simple and effective expedient of giv
ing the nation no chance to lie. "Lead 
us not into temptation." Besides, the 
present method of collection does not 
hurt so much. One does not miss 
what he never possessed. 

The advocates of an income tax 
argue that it is the most equitable and 
just form of raising revenue for the 
reason that it places the burden of 
government on the shoulders of those 
most able to bear it. They contend 
that a graduated income tax is also 
justified for the reason that a man 
receiving $100,000 per year can better 
afford to part with 10 per cent of it, or 
$10,000. than a man receiving $1,000 
can afford to part with 1 per cent' or 
$10, for the one with the large income 
would still have left $90,000, while he 
with the smaller income would have 
only $990. The old notion that men 
spend according to their incomes is 
largely exploded. There are certain 
fixed amounts that each being has to 
pay for the necessities of life, and 
above this the amount expended grad
ually lessens according to the tempera
ment of the spender. 

A Senator of the New School. 
The man who introduced the income 

tax amendment which is now going 
to the various states for ratification is 
a new member of the upper house, Sen
ator Norris Brown of Nebraska About 
all the general public knows of Sena
tor Brown is that he is an anti-monop
olist, that he ran for the senate on an 
anti-railroad platform, that he beat 
Edward Rosewater of the Omaha Bee 
for the place, shortly after which poor 
Rosewater, like Horace Greeley, died, 
and that when attorney general of 
Nebraska Brown beat the railroads on 
a bunch of tax suits that immediately 
made him the idol of the other tax
payers. This, I repeat, is the general 
knowledge of the man. By looking 
at the congressional directory or 
"Who's Who" or some other publica
tion, read chiefly by those whose 
names appear therein, the reader 
might also learn that Mr. Brown was 
born in Iowa and graduated from the 
Iowa State university in 1883, that 
he afterward practiced law at Kear
ney, Neb., that he was twice county 
attorney, that he ran for congress and 
was defeated, that he was assistant at
torney general and afterward attorney 
general of Nebraska, that he is forty-
six years old and some other biograph
ical dictionary facts in kind. 

So much for statistics. It just hap
pens that I used to know Norris Brown 
when I was trying to run a country 
paper at Kearney and he was trying 
to be a lawyer. I hope he made 
better out. of his effort than I did at 
mine and believe he did. He must 
have done so or he would not now be 
in the senate. 

A Personal Touch. 
There is nothing like the democracy 

of young fellows in a western town, 
and even though we did belong to 
different parties I think I knew Norris 
Brown in those days and believe I 
know him yet, and if he is as I sized 
him up you should keep your eye on 
him, for he will go far. A capital 
campaigner, with a fund of happy 
humor and telling anecdotes, he is yet 
a man with stuff in him, one who will 
dare much for a principle, one who in
tensely admires the La Follette brand 
of politics and one who belongs dis
tinctively to the new, school. He is a 
chap of roily poly physique, but with 
a good, strong face, a rather luminous 
brown eye, in which plays almost al
ways a kindly twinkle; a square mouth, 
with a rather whimsical upper lip, and 
a head and face that denote sturdi-
ness, readiness and strength—natural-, 
ly a likable man and unpremeditatedly° 
so, one who can say keen and cutting 
things with a smile, a fighter with the 
face of a cherub, one who is not 
afraid to meet anybody or any situa
tion, a man ambitious, tactful, win
ning and with the "smile that never 
comes off." I hope I have not over
drawn the picture. There is always 
danger of that with one we have 
known and liked. And I confess that 
I like Brown more now since reading 
his career than I did in the days when 
I knew him. That was nearly twenty 
years ago, and his whole upward path 
has been traveled since. 

Here are three incidents of his life 
that give some index to his character. 
The first was as a boy, when he rode 
for several years to school, a distance 
of eight miles, on one of the farm 
horses. 

The second was when the farm boy 
had become attorney general of his 
state. I t was a state that the rail
roads had run for years until there 
was an uprising and the legislature 
passed a law forcing the railroads to 
pay their just portion of the taxes. 
The roads got out an injunction in the 
federal courts, and all their high priced 
legal talent appeared to fight the suit. 
On the other side was the young at
torney general practically alone. For 
nearly a year the case was contested, 
and Brown won the victory. 

The third event is in the United 
States senate, where the same figure, 
though new in that august chamber, 
has the courage to-appear against 
all the older members in a fight for 
the publishers of America in behalf of 
a lower duty on Wood pulp and print 
paper. The young man won his spurs 
and before he was through had all the 
high priests of standpatism trying to 
answer him. 

For that fight the newspaper men of 
the country ought to love him, and for 
his income tax amendment the whole 
people should love him. * ,v V i 

I have them for you, such as Spark Plugs, Dry 

Cells, Storage Batteries, Carbide, all kinds of 

Mobile Oils and Gasoline. Anything not car

ried in stock I can procure for you on short 

notice. Expert advice free. 
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NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 
AND SANITARIUM. 

PRINCETON, - MINN. 
Long Distance 'Phone 31—3. 

Centrally located. All the comforts of home 
life. Unexcelled service. Equipped with every 
modern convenience for the treatment and the 
cure of the sick and the invalid.. All forms of 
Electrical Treatment, Medical Baths, Massage. 
X-ray Laboratory, Trained Nurses in attend
ance. Only non-contagious diseases admitted. 
Charges reasonable. 

Trained Nurses furnished for sickness 
In private families. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
nedical Director, 

MISS ESTHER MELINE. Superintendent. 

PETER MOEGER 
Merchant Tailor 

A large assortment of the latest pat
terns on hand at all times. 

Fit guaranteed and prices right. 

Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing 

Main Street, Princeton 

* * * * * * * * * * • $ • • $ • * • • 

G.G.SHAKER 
Resident Photographer 

The Highest Grade Work 
Guaranteed 

Studio Opposite Dr. Coon-
ey's Office 

OpenEveryDay 

The Rural 
Telephone Co. 

THE PEOPLE'S FAVORITE. 

Lines to Dalbo, Cambridge, Santi
ago. Freer and Qlendorado. 

&~ Good Service in Princeton and to all 
adjoining points. We connect with the 
Northwestern Long Distance Telephone. 

Patronize a Home Concern. 
Service Day and Night. 

FOR SALE OR RENT 
120 Aeres Southeast of Princeton 

Cheap for Cash. Address 
nAURICE UTTER 

iliddfetown - - Iowa 

T. J. KALIHER, Proprietor, 
Princeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
at a noments* Notice. 

Commercial Travelers'Trade a Specialty. 

PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
Under the Personal Supervision of ^ uuucr me rorsuui 

| DR. C. A. LESTER 
For the Care of Surgical, Maternity 

and Noncontagious Medical Cases. 

^R. C. A. LESTER 

2 Princeton - - Minnesota 

First National Bank 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 
A General Banking Busi

ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on Approved 
Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

M. M. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank 
Capital $20,000 

A ^ P o " % °~ - " 1 Banking Business 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages, j . j . SKAHEN, 
2 Insurance, Collections. . Cashier. 
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T M. S. RUTHERFORD 

W e M a k e 
A S p e c i a l t y 0 / 

E. L. MCMILLAN T 

Farm Loans 
M. S. R U T H E R F O R D <EL CO. 

T o w n s e n d B u i l d i n g , 
Princeton, Minn. 
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L. C. HUMMEL 
D*al*r itk 

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard, 
Poultry, Fish and Game in Season. 

Both Telephones.. 

Mala Street, (Opposite Starch Factory.) Princeton, Minn. 
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Discount Sale 
We are giving a discount of 

WW*- lO Percent ~ W 
on all Ladies' and Gent's Ox

fords. Call in and see us before 

going elsewhere. We have them, 

tan, oxblood, patent, gun metal 

and vici kid Now is your time 

to buy. 

Solomon Long 
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