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"Who discovered the pole?" bids 
fair to become a question of as great 
importance as "Who struck Billy 
Patterson?" 

Those airships which the people of 
New Jersey have been seeing o'nights 
were probably gallinippers abnormal
ly developed. 

Peary says he had but one Eskimo 
with him when he reached the pole. 
Cook had two. Hence Cook seems 
to have the best of it so far as evi
dence goes. 

Abruzzi has returned to Marseilles 
from the Himalayas, where he cap
tured some rare specimens of elk. 
He found these animals far less 

"elusive than the Elkins. 

Hon. William E. Lee of Long 
Prairie would accept the republican 
nomination for governor if it were 
tendered him, states the Pioneer Press. 
Mr. Lee is a gentleman whom the 
U n i o n could support with pleasure. 

If Speaker Cannon is paying the 
clipping bureaus so much per hundred 
for excerpts laudatory of him it is 
costing him nothing, but if, on the 
other hand, the bureaus are gathering 
up denunciatory extracts, Uncle Joe 
is filling more than one check book 
per diem. 

In the ar,t of aviation France seems 
to be a long way ahead of us. Fran
cis Laur of Paris is about to run, or 
rather sail, an aerial omnibus and 
has applied to the municipal authori
ties for a license to so do. Whether 
Francis will secure any passengers or 
not is a question. 

A writer in World's Work declares 
that a balloon flight cured him of 
rheumatism and a friend of consump
tion. Most invalids would, however, 
prefer to take chances with their ail
ments rather than risk the uncertain
ties of the elements a mile or two 
above the earth. 

If Uncle Sam does not look^care-
fully out Japan will get ahead'of ^him 
in the South American trade. Three 
subsidized steamers are now plying 
regularly between Japan and the west 
coast of South America freighted°„one 
way with bric-a-brac and specialties 
and the other with nitrates. 

To whom does the north pole be
long? That is the question. The 
United States, Canada, Denmark and 
other countries have already laid 
claim to it. To avoid international 
complications an arbitration com
mittee should be immediately ap
pointed to decide the stupendous 
question' 

In the excitement which has been 
occasioned by the claims of Cook 
and Peary that they have found^the 
north pole the great discovery ĵ of 
Governor Johnson should not be 
overlooked. The governor has dis
covered a pole and given positive 
proof of such discovery—a totem'pole 
1x1 British Columbia. 

That Beltrami county is alert to the 
necessity of good roads was made 
manifest at a meeting of its county 
board last week, when substantial 
appropriations were made for build
ing new highways and extending some 
of those already established. This 
action is worthy of emulation by 
other boards of county commissioners 
throughout the state. 

President Nelson, Secretary Cos-
grove and their associate officers of 
the State Fair association have cer
tainly reason to feel proud of the rec
ord-breaking fair of last week. In 
point of gate receipts, exhibits and 
attractions it excelled all former fairs. 
The tens of thousands who were in at
tendance at the great exposition were 
delighted. 

Robert S. Lovett has been elected 
chairman of the executive committee 
of the Union Pacific Railroad com
pany to succeed Mv. Harriman, and 
William Rockefeller of the Standard 
Oil company has slipped in as one of 
the directors. It is a question 
whether Judge Lovett will be equal to 
the task of capably filling Mr. Harri
man's place. 

Gov. Johnson has undergone a 
fourth operation at the Mayo hos
pital in Rochester this week. Here's 
hoping that the governor may be 
speedily restored to health and 
strength, and may he live to achieve 
the goal of his ambition—the presi
dential chair. 

According tu the Jewish World 
Methuselah was only 78 years of age 
at the time of his death—that in the 
earliest times the period of a moon 
cycle was known as a year. Then, if 
this be true, many of the men men
tioned in the old testament whom we 
have been led to believe lived to a 
ripe old age were, figuratively speak
ing, mere infants at the time of their 
death. 

It appears that Cook and Peary are 
not the only ones who are engaged in 
a fight over their achievements in the 
exploration line. Mrs. Workman and 
Miss Peck are having a little spat 
over who climbed to the highest point 
on the Himalaya mountains, but the 
controversy is not likely to assume 
serious proportions. The great 
question of the day, "Who accom
plished i t ? " bids fair to become epi
demic. 

Lieut. Gov. A . O. Eberhart in an 
interview printed in the St. Paul Dis
patch intimates that he might get into 
the gubernatorial game next year, 
provided he was given the republican 
nomination without a contest and 
was assured of the united support of 
the party at the polls. If these are 
the conditions upon which Mr. Eber-
hart 's candidacy is contingent we 
are afraid he will not get very far in 
the race. 

E. H. Harriman, one of the world's 
greatest railroad kings and shrewdest 
financial geniuses, is dead. Like 
many of our noted magnates, Mr. 
Harriman was born of poverty-
stricken parents and had but little op
portunity to obtain an education. He 
began his career in a Wall street 
broker's office and later purchased a 
seat in the New York stock exchange. 
From that time his career was 
phenomenal, and when he died, at the 
age of 68, he was a multimillionaire. 

A novel plan has been • devised by 
Rev. Schlenker of Hazelton, Pa., to 
increase the attendance of young men 
at his Sunday school and, to us, it 
looks like a winner. He has promis
ed to present each girl who takes two 
young men to Sunday school with a 
box of candy. The average girl will 
do a good deal of missionary work 
for an inducement of this kind and, 
then again, she stands a chance of 
landing a beau at the same time. 

President Taft has started on his 
western and southern trip. He will 
reach Minnesota by Friday and will 
deliver his first talk in this state at 
Winona. In a speech at a gathering 
of the foremost business men of Bos
ton on Tuesday the president was vo
ciferously applauded when he said: 
" I may well lift up my voice to pro
test against any effort by whomso
ever made to array section against 
section and Americans against Ameri
cans ." 

A heavy immigration movement is 
expected from Europe this fall, and* 
the reason for this is largely attrib
uted to the fact that the news has 
gone abroad of the return of prosperi
ty to the United States. Then to this 
may be added the effect of the labor 
troubles in Sweden. Rather than re
turn to work at the wages prevailing 
before the strike thousands of men 
will leave the country, and most of 
them will come to the United States. 

T?he German government is in a 
great dilemma. It has built a big 
battleship at the dockyards on the 
river Weser and the Weser refuses to 
furnish sufficient water to float the 
vessel down to the sea. Emporer Bill 
is not only perplexed but boiling over 
with rage because "Me und Got t" 
have not succeeded in inducing the 
Weser to fill up! 

An average speed of 25.87 knots an 
hour is a remarkable record, but the 
Cunard liner Mauretania recently ac
complished this feat, making the trip 
across the Atlantic between Queens-
town and New York in 4 days 11 hours 
35 minutes. This is seven minutes 
less than the time consumed by her 
sister ship, the Lusitania, on her last 
western trip and is the world's record. 
Some day we shall no doubt see the 
time cut to four or even three days. 

"Good Road Will Bring Cream
e ry , " is the caption of a news article 
m the Duluth News Tribune. Then 
why not go ahead and build the road? 
Every township in St. Louis county 
should have a splendid system of 
public roads. With a valuation of 
$222,000,000 and the right to levy a 
two-mill tax for county road and 
bridge purposes it is the fault of the 
people and officials of St. Louis 
county if they do not have, decent 
roads in at least the settled townships. 

The strike situation in Sweden is 
peculiar from the fact that, despite 
the refusal of thousands of men to re
turn to work, there are no public 
demonstrations of any kind—quietness 
prevails everywhere. It is probably 
a lull before the storm, and fears are 
entertained that an uprising may at 
any time occur such as Sweden has 
never seen—a tumult that may result 
in overthrowing the government. All 
means conceivable have been exhaust
ed in an attempt to effect a settlement 
of the strike and the outlook is far 
from encouraging. 

Bacteriologists tell us that butter
milk contains myriads of lacteal 
bacilli, but do not permit this to scare 
you—keep right on drinking butter
milk. Lacteal bacilli are just what 
your system requires. They are 
harmless and at the same time anni
hilate in pitched battles the germs 
which prey upon your life blood. 
Drink all the buttermilk you can 
squeeze into you. The kind produced 
by the old fashioned churn is of 
course the best, but if you cannot 
obtain that drink creamery butter
milk. Don't go about with your 
system chock full of injurious bacteria 
when you can so easily destroy tnem. 

There is something radically in
consistent about the advance in dress
ed beef recently announced by the 
meat trust. The packers give as a 
reason for this advance the prevailing 
scarcity of cattle, but they fail to ex
plain why the price of cattle has not 
been raised to correspond witn the 
value of the dressed product. In brief 
the whole scheme is a bare-faced 
robbery—an imposition on both the 
consumer and the farmer who raises 
the cattle. 

The Duluth Herald, in an editorial 
on "The* Powers of the Courts ," 
makes the following pertinent com
ments: 

"There is very apparent a growing 
restiveness in the popular mm'd over 
the growing habit of the courts to de
clare unconstitutional laws demanded 
by the people and enacted by their 
legislatures. In a considerable pro
portion of cases, such action is justi-

In no small proportion it is due 

Raymond Lestonnat, a member of 
the French council of navigation, 
questions very much whether either 
Cook or Peary has succeeded in 
reaching the north pole. He says 
that the delicacy of the recording 
instruments and the fact that the ex
cessive cold makes it necessary to 
handle them with muffled fingers, 
together with the refraction of the 
sun's rays, renders the sextant in
accurate. Be this as it may, we are 
inclined to the opinion that if either 
of these men succeeded in reaching 
" the top of the world" it was Cook. 

This opinion is,based on the various 
newspaper reports. 

To be sure the legislature could 
have levied a one-fourth of a mill 
state road and bridge tax under the 
constitution as it is, but instead 
$600,000 was appropriated direct from 
the state treasury, and the supreme 
court has held that appropriation 
void. A tax of one-fourth of one mill 
is totally inadequate, but even the 
small revenue that such a tax would 
produce will not be at the disposal of 
the highway commission for two years 
unless an extraordinary session of 
the legislature is held. It is hardly 
probable that the legislature will be 
convened in extraordinary session, 
and for the next two years the state 
highway commission will have only a 
few thousand dollars—derived from 
five per centum on the sales of govern
ment lands and the interest from the 
internal improvement land fund—to 
expend on the highways of the state. 

James J. Hill delivered another of 
his sensible talks before the American 
Bankers ' association in Chicago on 
Tuesday. Mr. Hill 's topic was "Na
tional Wealth and the Fa rm. " "The 
farm," said Mr. Hill, " i s our main 
reliance. Every other activity de
pends upon that. The farms of this 
country are now adding annually 
over eight billion dollars to the total 
of our assets. This value is created 
out of elemental things. It is the 
annual miracle of the earth, quite as 
wonderful as if a new planet should 
appear in space each twelve-month." 
Mr. Hill, as usual, urged his listeners 
to preach the doctrine of intensified 
farming. By proper methods the 
yield could be doubled and trebled. 
If conditions do not change—if im
proved methods of farming are not 
adopted—Mr. Hill predicted that 
inside of ten years this country would 
be importing wheat. 

There is one man in this world who 
i's perhaps responsible for more deaths 
than even the notorious "Butcher" 
Weyler That man is Leopold, king 
of the Belgians. Under the odious 
guise of philanthropy and Christianity 
he has caused to be massacred in the 
Congo country thousands of natives 
during the years he has held sway 
there. But his true motive for these 
atrocities is sordid commercialism. 
The defenseless natives are held in 
complete bondage by the cunning 
hypocrite and compelled to gather 
rubber and to bring in ivory in 
quantities prescribed under pain of 
torture or death. And the tasks im
posed are so heavy that many of the 
poor natives are unable to fulfill them 
and have to suffer the consequences— 
the hacking off of their hands or de
capitation. These horrors are briefly 
set forth by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
in an appeal to the people of the 
United States for moral or material 
aid in putting a stop to the infamies. 
"There is not a grotesque, obscure or 
ferocious torture which diseased 
human ingenuity could invent which 
has not been used against these harm
less and helpless people," says Mr. 
Doyle. Every civilized nation on the 
globe should assist in compelling the 
monster, Leopold, to desist from his 
diabolical practices. 

fied. 
to the work of opponents of these 
laws who, failing to defeat their 
adoption, load them with defects 
which insure their defeat in the courts. 
Yet in a growing number of cases the 
courts are annuling laws on the 
ground of public policy—in other 
words, because the judges do not be
lieve in them; and this is a perversion 
of the judicial power which cannot be 
permitted to continue." 

There is no trouble in Koochiching 
county and the Big Fork Compass 
editor declares he has nothing laid up 
against either Mr. Bede or Mr. 
Miller, but he does not wish to have 
them get into a row and turn the 
district over to the opposition, hence 
he remarks: 

"If our old friend ex-Congressman 
Bede insists on running again in 
opposition to our present congress
man, Miller, with the present public 
sentiment, neither will be elected, but 
we may be compelled to endure the 
chagrin of being represented by a 
candidate of another party. It is time 
we began to plan for a long-time-
candidate so as to secure the prestige 
in congress to which we are entitled. 
Personally we were satisfied with 
Congressman Bede and advocated his 
re-election and had It not been for a 
few dissatisfied patronage seekers he 
would have been re-elected." 

P o k i n g P o e t r y a t W e ' u n s . 

That sprightly girl, "Quentin," who 
enlivens the back page of the Minne
apolis Tribune with her scintillating 
paragraphs invokes the aid of the 
muses for the benefit of the pub
lisher of the U n i o n. 

THE WAY IT WOULD REALLY HAPPEN 
L"If I were Governor Johnson," was the 

t i t le of a dramat ic chapter which Robert C 
Dunn of Princeton injected into the reunion of 
the legislature, held in the Ins t i tu te hall a t 
the s ta te fair —(See news s to ry ) ] 

"If I were Governor Johnson and Johnson he 
were me ' 

'Twas somewhat thus the s tatement came 
from our friend Robert C 

But what he meant, we take it was the 
aspiration rash 

For himself to get the harmony while Johnson 
went to smash— 

And the hope the grand old party (oy which 
we mean our own) 

Would place a worthy candidate upon the 
s ta te house throne— 

And, if candidates were wanting of a nature 
which combined 

All vir tues of executives with graces of the 
mind— 

(Though modesty forbade his frankly naming 
such an one) 

They might t ry Dunn m Johnson s place when 

Johnson he was done 

WBLIC HIGHWAYS FIRST. 

At the legislators' renunion on the 
state fair grounds last week Bob 
Dunn was called upon for a few re
marks, and among other things he 
said that he would like to see the 
legislature convened in extraordinary 
session—ten days ought to be suffi
cient—to act upon the proposed 
amendment to the federal constitution 
relative to an income tax, to reappor
tion the state fairly on the basis of 
population as contemplated by the 
constitution, and to submit an amend
ment to the state constitution—to be 
voted upon at the next election— 
which, if adopted, would enable the 
legislature to levy a general one mill 
tax for the improvement of the high
ways of the state. All three proposi
tions seemed to meet with the appro
bation of the legislators present. 

Estimating the total valuation of 
the state for assessment purposes at 
$1,200,000,000, a one mill tax would 
produce a revenue of $1,200,000 
which would give each of the 
eighty-five counties of the state an 
average appropriation of over 
$24,000 annually. That amount, in
telligently expended, would mean at 
least ten miles of permanent road im
provement in each county annually— 
for the state appropriation would be 
supplemented by town and county 
road taxes. Inside of a decade Min
nesota would have 10,000 miles of 
first-class roads. There is nothing 
chimerical about this proposition. 

It is only fair in this age of auto
mobiles that the city millionaire 
should contribute a little of his wealth 
in taxes toward the improvement of 
country roads and the upbuilding of 
the state. The steel trust alone, 
under present valuations, would con
tribute $200,000 annually, or one-sixth 
of the amount that a one-mill tax 
would produce. 

But the Pioneer Press seems to 
labor under the delusion—for de
lusion it is—that an imaginary system 
of waterways is the alpha and omega 
of state development. We quote from 
that paper: 

"Bu t the greatest reason of all—the 
desirability of some legislative action 
which shall pave the way to the co
operation of the state of Minnesota 
with the national government in the 
development of water transportation 
and water-powers—he forgets alto
gether. Yet the carrying out of one 
waterway project alone, that of Engi
neer Mershon, would bring more 
benefits to the state than all the 
measures mentioned by the so-called 
' Sage of Princeton.' " 

With all due respect to the editorial 
colossus who penned the above there 
is no question of more importance to 
the people of this state today—more 
especially to the farmers of the state 
—than that of the permanent improve
ment of the public highways of the 
state. There is nothing that would 
prove more conducive to the happi
ness and prosperity of the people of 
the state than a system of good per
manent highways. State improve
ment can be summed up in two words 
—GOOD ROADS. 

The Utopian system of waterways 
so glowingly depicted by the Pioneer 
Press on numerous occasions is im
possible of realization in the near 
future. The amount of money that 
would be required to build zig zag 
canals up and down and across the 
state, as advocated by the Pioneer 
Press, would pay for the construction 
of 100 miles of first class roads in 
each of the 85 counties of the state, 
and the roads would be of one 
hundred times more benefit to the 
people of the state than the dinky 
little proposed waterways. 

It is sheer nonsense to talk of the 
national government expending 
millions of dollars in internal im
provements in a state that is not 
suffering for lack of transportation 
facilities when the great national 
waterway—the Mississippi river—for 
half its length is hardly navigable 
for boats of four feet draught. 

The so-called "Sage of Princeton" 
maintains that the permanent im
provement of the public highways is 
the paramount jssue in this state 
today, and that*the first step in that 
direction is the submission of a con
stitutional amendment that will permit 
of the levying of a general one-mill 
state road tax. 
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The Laporte News started its second 
volume last week and the paper is-
growing brighter as time advances. 
Wm. H. Kelley & Son are giving the 
people of Laporte a good, readable 
paper and they should appreciate the 
efforts put forth in their behalf. 

© © © 
The Chaska Valley Herald, pub

lished by Senator F. E. Du Toit & 
Son. has begun its forty-eighth year 
of existenqe and during the whole of 
that time has been piloted by "Uncle 
Fred," the name by which the senator 
is familiarly known. The Herald is 
a first-class local paper and its office 
is equipped with modern machinery 
and type. 

© © © 

Because the U n i o n has said that 
an editor who can write paragraphs 
worthy of being stolen should feel 
flattered, the Bemidji Pioneer inti
mates that we may have been engaged 
in a little newspaper piracy. Not a 
bit of it The U n i o n always gives 
proper credit for an item scissored 
from an exchange. Nevertheless, we 
repeat, the editor who writes a para
graph that another editor deems good 
enough to palm off as the production 
of his own brain should feel highly 
complimented. 

© © © 

G. S. Pease of the Anoka Union as
sisted by A. M. Wallace of the Fair
fax Standard had charge of the news
paper building on the state fair 
grounds. Old Pease knows about 
every newspaper man and woman in 
the state and he made all who called 
feel at home in the St. Louis exposi
tion building, which the fair associa
tion has kindly turned over to the 
newspaper men for a general head
quarters. If Old Pease had a grouch 
against any of his brother editors he 
took pains to keep it under cover all 
of last week, for he had a smile and a 
pleasant word for everybody includ
ing even Frank Day. 

© © © 

Le Roy R. Brooks, editor of the 
Publicist, died on Sunday in St. 
Barnabas hospital, Minneapolis, from 
acute pleuro-pneumonia, aged 28 
years. Brooks was one of those 
journalists who rose from the rank of 
a newsboy. At the age of 16 he was 
a reporter on the Chicago American 
and later became associate editor of 
the Frontier Monthly, published at 
Denver. Four years ago he came to 
Minnesota and for three years was 
vice president of the Minneapolis 
Tribune Job Printing company. He 
then organized the Brooks Press and 
began the publication of the Publi
cist. He leaves a wife and two small 
children. 

OXBOW. 
Miss Tillie Peterson is working for 

Mrs. Emma Gates. 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Orr were visiting 

at Herbert Gates' last Sunday. 
Miss Ellen Bulleigh and Mrs. Pink-

ham were at Percy Harter 's last Sun
day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woods from Des 
Moines, Iowa, were visiting the Gates' 
last week. 

Virgil Winsor came up from Red 
Wing last week and visited his folks-
from Wednesday to Monday. 

A few young folks from around here-
were picnicking at Green lake Sunday 
aftrenoon in the rain. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Harter at
tended church in town and visited at 
Walter Brown's last Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Tomlinson, 
jr., spent Tuesday evening at the 
home of the former's parents 

The Misses Freda and Elinor An
derson, who are attending high school 
in Princeton, were out home over 
Sunday. 

Ralph Carr came out from town and 
spent Sunday with his folks. He left 
on Monday morning's t ram for Min
neapolis. 

Among those who attended the state 
fair were Ernest Radeke, John Gates, 
Jesse Steeves and Thomas and James 
Tomlinson. 

Peter Henschel, who was operated 
on at the Northwestern hospital, is 
much better and will soon be able 
to come home. 

We are all glad to hear that Mrs. 
Roadstrom is getting better, but it 
will be quite a while before she will 
be able to be up and around again. 

Mrs. Henry Steeves is suffering 
with a sore hand which she hurt by 
running a needle into it about a week 
ago. Her mother, Mrs. Hall, also 
injured her hand on a rusty barb wire 
quite a while ago, and is still suffer
ing from the effects. „ 

The meeting of the Woman's Aux
iliary last Thursday at Mrs. John 
Gates was not very well attended. 
We wish more of our members would 
So. Mrs. Gates served a nice lunch 
and the meeting adjourned to meet on 
Thursday, September 23, with Mrs. 
Ed. Hall. 

It is to be hoped that the late dis
covery will put a-quietus on Gasbag 
Wellman. 

- Farmers . Take Notice* 
I am buying all kinds of live stock 

and paying the highest market prices 
at all times. I also have some good 
heifers to sell or trade. 

August Thoma, Princeton. 
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