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Remarkable Armament and 
Power of the American Dread
noughts, Delaware and North 
Dakota, Greatest Battleships 
In the Navy. 

By JAMES A. EDGERTON. 
AMERICA now has the biggest bat-

J \ tleships in commission. The 
J~\ recent government tests and ac

ceptance of the Delaware and 
North Dakota place us in the van. 
England and Japan have launched one 
or two bigger ships, and they are now 
being completed, but it will be gome 
months before they are ready. Ger
many has also projected some giants 
of greater tonnage, but they will not 
foe in commission till a still later date. 
.Temporarily the United States is the 
'Dreadnoughtiest naval power on the 
planet. Not only so, but she promises 
to hold the place. About the time the 
other nations pass us with their big
ger vessels our Utah and Florida will 
be ready, and they have each a greater 
displacement by 1,500 tons than the 
Delaware and North Dakota. If the 
other ambitious powers try to get 
ahead of that pair of sea monsters 
iXJncle Sam has still two cards to play, 
for the Wyoming and Arkansas are 
ibeing planned, and they will have a 
displacement of 26,000 tons, or 4,500 
more than the Utah and Florida. -It 
may be remarked also that they are 
considerably larger than the battle
ships projected by any nation so far 
as known. When it comes to Dread
noughts or super-Dreadnoughts or 
super-super-Dreadnoughts your Uncle 
Samuel is stepping along at the head 
of the procession. It costs money, each 
one of the new naval Jumbos eating 
,tip something like eight or ten million 
dollars for building and a million a 
year for maintenance, but the peace 

Still Larger Vessels of Enor
mous Displacement and a 

, Greater Number of Guns 
Have Been Planned-To Be 
Run by Turbines. 

building is doubtless the result of Eng
land's policy of maintaining a navy as 
strong as that of any other two na
tions. The Dreadnought type certain
ly comes from England, although 
America, as in so many other things, 
is now beating her at her own game. 
The British ship of that name was 
completed in 1906 and started a new 
era in,naval construction.. Since then 
she has put on the seas six more of 
the same type and of even greater ton
nage and armament, has launched an 
eighth larger than any of them and is 
building four more, making twelve in 
all. Other nations are following the 
pace. France already has six battle
ships of slightly greater displacement 
than the Dreadnought, but not mount
ing so many big guns. Germany has 
four of equal tonnage and almost equal 
armament and is building six more 
greater still. Italy is constructing two 
ships of the Dreadnought class and 
has provided for two more. Japan has 
two and is building four additional 
ones, some of them almost completed. 
Russia has two ships that are but 
slightly, inferior to the original Dread
nought in displacement and armament 
and is building four more of greater 
tonnage and equal armament. Amer-
ca has eight vessels of the Dread
nought class that are either completed 
or are under way, two of which, the 
Michigan and South Carolina, are 
slightly inferior in tonnage and arma
ment to the English Dreadnought and 
the other six already named all, sur
passing that vessel. This is the world's 
complement of battleships of the lar-
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of the world must be preserved a t 
any price. As a peace producer a 
Dreadnought is figured to be better 
than a Hague congress. 

A Chapter of Paradoxes. 
Taken by and large, the naval game 

Is now about the funniest thing in the 
.world. It is fuller of paradoxes than 
a frog pond is of tadpoles. For one 
thing, it consists of building fighting 
ships that no shell can pierce and of 
inventing shells that no fighting ship 
jgan withstand. I t is a race in planning 
bigger and more improved naval "ves
sels that are outclassed and ready to 
foe consigned to the junk heap by the 
time they are completed. It creates 
•engines of war whose professed object 
is to prevent war. It produces the 
most expensive and elaborate weapons 
'of destruction in the history of the 
world that ordinarily are used for 
'nothing more destructive than shoot
ing at a mark or conveying their offi
cers to pink teas. It is both a menace 
and a promise—a menace of a holocaust 
that will involve all nations and will 
be the most terrible ever known and, 
on the other hand, a promise of se
curity that reassures the timid and 
makes many believe that the thousand 
years of peace have already begun. It 
is so packed with potential harm as to 
4>e thought harmless, so fraught with 
the possibilities of death that it is con
sidered a safeguard of life, so terrible 
tha t it amuses the world. 

This humorous view of the case, 
however, is at best superficial. The 
xace toward naval supremacy brings 
ou t a high type of human ingenuity, 
•energy and progress. It throws into 
circulation vast sums of money that 
are chiefly paid to labor. It trains 
armies of workmen and other armies 
of marine soldiers and seamen into a 
(high grade of efficiency and order. It 
makes the nations more diplomatic, 
cautious and courteous. I t suppresses 
lawlessness on the seas and prevents 
international squabbles over petty 
questions. The world's navies are the 
..world's policemen. They are better 
rtban standing armies, for they are con
fined to the water and do not overawe 
and oppress the people at home. If 
•they are a menace it is only to out?;'^ 
'foes. 

The present frenzy of battle _ -, 

gest class and takes no account of the 
smaller battleships, armored cruisers, 
some of which are also of gigantic 
size, and the hundreds of war vessels 
of lesser types belonging to these and 
other nations. For a world of peace 
we certainly a r e well armed. If all 
this is necessary to prevent war, what 
would we do if we actually expected 
war? It is like a man going about 
bristling with guns and knives merely 
to announce the fact that he does not 
want to fight. 

The original British Dreadnought, 
after which all the others of that class 
are to some extent modeled, is a vessel 
of 17,900 tons displacement, length 490 
feet, width 82 feet, draft 26 feet 6 
inches, maximum speed 22.4 knots, 
armament ten twelve-inch guns, twen
ty-seven quick firing twelve pounders 
and five submerged torpedo tubes. 

Our Dreadnoughts Larger. 
Compared to this the American 

Dreadnoughts show up very favorably, 
all of them excelling it in size with the 
exception of the Michigan and South 
Carolina. These two vessels went into 
commission in 1908. They are 16,000 
tons displacement, 18.5 knots speed, 
450 feet length, 80 feet 3 inches beam 
and 24 feet 6 inches draft. Their arma
ment consists of eight ten-inch guns, 
twenty-two quick firing three inch 
guns, two quick firing three pounders, 
eight quick firing one pounders and 
two torpedo tubes. The Michigan and 
South Carolina are not always classed 
as Dreadnoughts, but the arrangement 
of their guns and other points of con
struction fix them with this type.' Sev
eral of our older battleships are larger, 
however, the Connecticut and Louisi
ana each having 17,600 tons displace
ment and the New Hampshire, Kan
sas, Minnesota and Vermont 17,650 
tons. Each of these six vessels has 
four twelve-inch guns, with a host of 
smaller pieces. They were designed, 
however, before the advent of the 
Dreadnought type. 

The Delaware and North Dakota, the 
two vessels that have just been tested 
by the government, begin the real 
Dreadnought era, or, rather, super-
Dreadnought era, in the American 
navy. English experts have pro
nounced the North Dakota the most 
up to date battleship afloat. After her 
launching and before her completion 

she was severely criticised by Amer
ican naval experts, but that is the busi
ness of experts. President Roosevelt 
paid enough heed to the strictures to 
call a naval court to pass on the points 
of the new battleship, and in several 
particulars an adverse finding was 
made. It was then too late to change 
the North Dakota and Delaware, but 
modifications were made in the de
signs of subsequent vessels. Despite 
minor defects, however, these two are 
certainly the greatest fighting ships in 
the American navy, if not in the world. 
They are of 20,000 tons displacement 
or 22,000 at full load, and the speed is 
21 knots, which was bettered by both 
ships in actual tests, the North Dako
ta making 22.25 knots an hour; length, 
518 feet 9 inches over all; beam. 85 
feet 3 inches; draft. 27 feet; armor. 8 
feet wide and 11 inches thick; engines 
on the North Dakota on the turbine 
system, a novelty in battleship con
struction; armament, ten twelve-inch 
guns, arranged to be fired in one broad
side on either side the ship, a superi
ority over the British Dreadnought; 
fourteen quick firing five inch guns; 
four quick firing three pounders; four 
semi-automatic one pounders; two 
three-inch field guns; two one-half inch 
machine guns; two twenty-one-inch 
submerged torpedo tubes. 

Will Scare the Man I n the Moon. 
To a layman that would seem enough 

artillery to sink a fleet, tear down a 
city, wipe out an army or make the 
man in the moon jump sideways. For 
example, each of the twelve inch guns 
throws a ball weighing 750 pounds a 
distance of twenty miles and is capa
ble of being shot twice per minute. 
As for the smaller artillery, the five 
inch guns would have been considered 
giants a few years ago. 

The Delaware and North Dakota are 
different in appearance from any other 
battleships in the American fleet. They 
have high decks in front, enabling 
them to be fired when the vessel is at 
rapid speed or in a storm. Each has 
two skeleton masts made up of a 
framework of rods and cables such as 
have already been installed on a few 
of the larger ships. It is almost im
possible to bring these masts down, 
as they can be shot through and 
through and still stand firm. 

Of the American Dreadnoughts yet 
to be completed the Florida and Utah 
are still larger than the Delaware and 
North Dakota. The displacement of 
each of these vessels will be 21,500 
tons. The keels of both were laid 
early this year, the Florida at the 
New York navy yard, the Utah at the 
works of the New York Shipbuilding 
company. The length of these two 
vessels will be about the same as the 
Delaware and North Dakota, but with 
three feet greater width and one and 
a half feet more draft. There will be 
the same number of twelve inch guns, 
With two more five inch and several 
more smaller pieces. There are also 
improvements in the way of armor 
and other points criticised by the 
board of experts on the North Dakbta. 
Both the new vessels will be run by 
turbines. The Florida and Utah will 
be completed no later than 1911. 

The Two Biggest of All. 
It would be supposed that with these 

two marine monsters the limit in bat
tleship construction had been reached. 
But still another pair authorized in 
1909 and just contracted for will dwarf 
all the rest. They will have the enor
mous displacement of 26,000 tons, 
which is at least 4,000 tons heavier 
than is known to be contemplated by 
any navy on earth. Their armament 
will also be greater, each carrying 
twelve twelve-inch guns, all arranged 
on a center line, to be fired at one 
broadside. Their length is to be 554 
feet, which is greater than the height 
of the Washington monument; beam 
93 feet 3 inches, draft 28 feet 6 inches, 
or more than thirty feet greater length 
and eight feet greater width than the 
giant North Dakota and Delaware, now 
being commissioned. As the keels of 
these vessels have not yet been laid, 
it is hardly probable that they will be 
completed before 1912 or 1913. They 
are to be named the Arkansas and the 
Wyoming and are being built by the 
New York Shipbuilding company and 
by Cramp & Sons respectively. 

With the construction of the Flor
ida, Utah, Arkansas and Wyoming. 
Uncle Sam will have eight Dread
noughts, fourteen battleships of more 
than 16,000 tons displacement and thir
ty-four battleships in all. This takes 
no account of the armored cruisers, 
many of them almost as heavy, or of 
the numberless types of other fighting 
vessels. The millions of first cost in 
the construction of these ships is but 
a small part of the expense. For ex
ample, it is estimated that one broad
side from the Utah, including both 
twelve inch and five inch guns, which 
can all be fired simultaneously, will 
cost $18,400, enough money to buy 365,-
000 loaves of bread, to pay for one 
year the wages of twenty-six school
teachers or to meet the average yearly 
rent of sixty-eight families. Verily the 
race in naval construction started by 
Great Britain is liable to exact a price 
that will stagger humanity. 

Moving Pictures In the Light. 
An inventor of moving picture appli

ances and machinery has devised a 
new screen which gets rid of the an
noyance of darkness in the room. 
With his patent screen, a large mirror 
with a chemically frosted surface, pic
tures are as plain in the light as in 
darkness, thus doing away with the 
danger of panic in the dark. ' -\ 

Bug Scientists Wanted. 
Bug scientists, especially those with 

diplomas from American colleges, are 
wanted in the government service as a 
result of a new field of research open
ed in the Philippines under the direc
tion of this government's sanitary ex
perts. 

Supplies 
I have them for you, such as Spark Plugs, Dry 

Cells, Storage Batteries, Carbide, all kinds of 

Mobile Oils and Gasoline. Anything not car

ried in stock I can procure for you on short 

notice. Expert advice free. . 

j J- C. HERDLISKA JEWELER and =1 
OPTICIAN H 

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL f 
AND SANITARIUM. 

(ESTABLISHEH 1900) 

A private institution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home. Modern in every respect. No 
insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received. Rates are as low as the most effi
cient treatment and the best trained nursing 
will permit. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
iledical Director, 

MISS ANNA E. JOHNSON. Superintendent. 

* 

* 
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PETER MOEGER 
Merchant Tailor 

The new fall and winter patterns have 
arrived. Call and inspect them. 

Fit guaranteed and prices right. 

Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing 

Main Street, Princeton 
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G.G.SHAKER 
Resident Photographer 

The Highest Grade Work 
Guaranteed 

Studio Opposite Dr. Coon-
ey's Office 

Open Every Day 
3*******•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

j JOHN BARRY j 
{ Expert Accountant, \ 

Over 30 Tears Experience. 
1011 First Ave. North, 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
••• • • • • • • • * • • • • • « 

The ^ural 
Telephone Co. 

THE PEOPLE'S FAVORITE. 

Lines to Dalbo, Cambridge, Santi
ago. Freer and Qlendorado. 

a f " Good Service In Princeton and to all 
adjoining points. We connect with the 
Northwestern Long Distance Telephone. 

Patronize a Home Concern. 
Service Day and Night. 

T. J . KALIHER, Proprietor, 
Princeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
a t a noments ' Notice. 

Commercial Traveler*' Trade » Speoialty. 

PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
Under the Personal Supervision of 

DR. C. A. LESTER 
For the Care of Surgical, Maternity 

and Noncontagious Medical Cases. 

DR. C. A. LESTER X; 

Princeton - ''-*'• - Minnesota 

First National Bank 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 
A General Banking Busi

ness Transacted. 
Loans Made on Approved 

Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank 
Capital $20,000 

Banking Business D e n a G e n e r a l 

Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages, j . j . SKAHEN, 
Insurance, Collections. Cashier. 

? M. S. RUTHERFORD E. L. MCMILLAN f 
We Make 
Specialty 0/ 

!Farm Loans 
I M. S. R U T H E R F O R D <& CO. 
+ T o v m e n d B u i l d i n g , 

J Princeton, Minn. 
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L. C. HUMMEL 
D e a l e r i n 

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard, 
Poultry, Pish and Game in Season. 

Both Telephones. 

Main Street, (Opposite Starch Factory.) Princeton, Minn. 

Women Know 
That quality is the essence of 
economical shoe buying and 
readily recognize the necessary 
quality in 

Foot-Schulze Shoes 

The quality of leathers, linings 
and trimmings, when compared 
with other shoes, readily con
vinces every purchaser of their 
superior merits. Sold by 

Solomon Long 

** 
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