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THUKSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1909. 

Comprehensive and Brief De
scription of its Most Impor
tant Events *•- Renowned For 
Its Great Accomplishments. :: 

Discovery of the North Pole. 
Ushering In of the Flying 
Age - Progress Made on the 
Panama Canal. :: :: :: 

B y J A M E S A . EDGERTON. 

OF writing histories there is no 
end. Everybody writes history 
these days except the historians. 
They write military campaigns 

and court gossip When the profes
sional historians forget the kings and 
warriors and remember mankind they 
may begin Avritmg history also. 

For the newspaper man to write his
tory, however, is like changing from 
the fresh bread that mother used to 
bake to the stale variety we sometimes 
buy out oi the bakeries To him 
•everything is "ancient history" that 
happened daj before yesterday. It is 
leaving the living for the dead. But 
to write a leview of such a wonder 
year as 1909 is sufficiently alive, even 
if it is the telling of an old story. 

In one aspect 1909 was itself a me
morial, a reminder of things that were. 
It was a cluster of centenaries, an 
«cho of 1809, "the year of genius." Yet 
as events turned out 1909 was more 
celebrated in its own right than m 
what it recalled. In discovery, in 
aeronautics and in political progress it 
made its deep and lasting mark. 

Peary Beaches t h e Goal. 
The year 1909 will be remembered 

through all the ages as that on which 
a human being first reached the north 
pole. This had been the goal of ex
plorers for centuries. On April 6 Com
mander Robert B. Peary, accompanied 
by Matt Henson and several Eskimos, 
nailed the stars and stripes to the apex 
of the world, and the last great terra 
incognita, or, rather, aqua incognita, 
for the pole Is in the midst of a frozen 
sea, was reached. A few days before 
Peary emerged with his momentous 
news Dr. Frederick A. Cook, another 
American explorer who had been in 
the arctic regions for more than a 

ker's affidavits discrediting Dr. Cook 
the society prepared to change Its ver
dict and to proclaim Peary as the "dis
coverer" of the pole. To cap all was 
the decision of the University of Co
penhagen that Cook presented no proof 
that he had been to the pole. 

The one regrettable feature of the 
affair is that so great an achievement 
should have been clouded by contro
versy. This is all the more unfortu
nate since Peary, the real hero of the 
situation, if Cook's claims fall, was 
drawn into the dispute and aroused 
criticism for a time by what were re
garded as unehivalrous attacks on his 
rival. From the polar fog surrounding 
the affair emerge two figures, each su
preme in its own field—one the verita
ble discoverer of the north pole, the 
other the most astounding and monu
mental faker in history. 

As for Peary, his fame is secure in 
any event. His is a romantic and in
spiring story—twenty-three years of 
effort toward one goal, during which 
he made eight successive voyages and 
faced untold hardships and dangers, 
finally to be crowned by complete suc
cess The achievement and the qual
ities it revealed not only dignify the 
name of American, but that of man. 

Nor is this the only polar achieve
ment of the year. On Feb. 19 Lieuten
ant E. H Shackleton of the British 
navy reached a point only 111 miles 
from the south pole, which was much 
nearer than either apex of the earth 
had been approached before that time. 
Peary's discovery occurred one month 
and a half later 

Other Scientific Triumphs. 
The year also ushered in the flying 

age. The flight of Louis Bleriot across 
the English channel; the Rheims air
ship meet, in which the chief prize 
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year, rushed forth and electrified all 
civilized lands uy the statement that 
he had attained the pole on April 21. 
1908. Skepticism appeared in certain 
quarters from the first, but the general 
public accepted Cook's word Peaiy, 
"whose announcement of his own at
tainment of the ninetieth degree was 
mever questioned, added to the doubt 
a s to Cook by cabling that his rival was 
•an impostor who had handed the public 
a "gold brick " Nevertheless Cook had 
his supporters, received university de
grees and honors from king and people 
3n Denmark, the first land at which he 
touched, had an enthusiastic reception 
on his i e tum to New York and was 
greeted by large and profitable housee 
on a lecture tour which he immedi
ately made of most of the large cities 
of the United States. In the meantime 
Peary and his companions published 
their detailed charges against Cook, 
the chief point of which was that 
Cook's own Eskimos had repudiated 
M m and said that he went but a little 
"way north and was "never out of sight 

'Of land." Shortly afterward Edward 
!N. BarrilL Cook's sole companion in a 
previous ascent of Mount McKinley, 
.said in a sworn affidavit that neither 
o f them had been nearer than fourteen 
miles to the top of that mountain. Still 
jiater a sea pilot and an insurance bro
k e r in New York swore that they had 
lusgisted the doctor and fabricated as
tronomical observations covering his 
$olar trip at the time he w a s preparing 
Ills records to send to the Copenhagen 
university. At this time Cook had f or-
Tvarded his papers to the Danish sci-
seni^ts and mysteriously disappeared. 

S s t t l i n g t h e Controversy. 
) Meanwhile the National Geographic 
(society had examined Commander 
Peary's records and had voted him a 
medal a3 hiving "reached" the polo, 
thus leaving the question of Cook'" r' 
figged priority still to bs decided \ ' ( r 
ttho publication of the pilot's and Lrc« 
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was taken by Glenn H Curtiss, an 
American, the exploits of the Wright 
brothers, Wilbur circling the statue 
of Liberty and Grant's tomb at New 
York and Orville ascending to a height 
of 1,600 feet in Germany, and the cross 
country trips of Count Zeppelin in his 
immense dirigible, carrying as many as 
twenty-seven passengers, to say noth
ing of numerous feats almost as re 
markable by these and other aviators, 
have awakened mankind to the con
sciousness that a new mode of travel 
is here and that the dream of the ages 
has come true. 

Indeed, this makes two dreams that 
have come true, for the hope of reach
ing the earth's farthest north had also 
been before men's sleeping and waking 
vision for centuries, and now a third 
dream is on the way to fulfillment— 
that of wedding the Atlantic and Pa
cific oceans. True, the Panama canal 
had its inception before 1909 and will 
reach its completion after 1909, yet it 
was during, this year that President 
Elect Taft visited the isthmus and 
formally opened the Pacific end of the 
big ditch, and it was during this year 
that some of the most gratifying prog, 
ress was made on the work and a 
definite date was fixed when it would 
be finished and thrown open to naviga
tion. 

These constitute a trinity of great ac
complishments—three of the greatest 
in the scientific and industrial held. It 
is a cause not for boasting, but, rather, 
for gratitude, that they were all done 
by Americans. The north pole was 
discovered by an American, the aero
plane was invented by Americans, and 
the Panama canal is being built by 
Americans. 

Scarcely less remarkable as engineer
ing feats were the trolley and railroad 
tunnels opened under the Hudson river 
at New York and the Gunnison irriga
tion t\ nnel opened by President T a f t 

Politically the year has been mo

mentous In some foreign countries and 
at least notable at home. The chief 
event was the dethronement of Abdul 
Hamid II. in Turkey and the triumph 
of democratic ideals and constitutional 
government. Scarcely less important 
from the standpoint of progress is the 
British budget fight, which may speed
ily result in revenue reforms, home 
rule for Ireland and the practical aboli
tion of the house of lords. In France 
the anti-clerical movement has gone 
on, even though its former leader, 
Premier Clemenceau, has been deposed 
from power. Other foreign events of 
more than passing note were the avert
ing of threatened war in the Balkans, 
the assassination of Prince Ito, the 
Japanese representative In Korea; the 
beatification of Joan of Arc, the death 
of King Leopold of Belgium, a ruler 
who had gained almost as unsavory 
a reputation as Abdul Hamid, and the 
execution of Professor Francesco Fer
rer, a Spanish liberal, which event 
raised a storm of protest throughout 
Jie world and drove the Spanish min
istry from power. 

The New Administration. 
In America the chief political events 

were the transfer of the presidency 
from Theodore Roosevelt to William 
H. Taft and the passage of the Payne 
Aldrich bill, the first revision of the 
tariff in twelve years. From its in
fluence on the future, one of the most 
notable features of the tariff fight was 
the development of the "insurgent" 
group of senators and representatives 
in the Republican party, a movement 
that still exists in the regular session, 
although the tariff bill is long since a 
law. Another outgrowth of the new 
administration is a conflict over the 
Roosevelt policy of conservation of nat
ural resources and is popularly known 
as the Pinchot-Ballinger controversy, 
consisting in the main of charges that 
the secretary of the interior is per
mitting valuable coal lands and water 
power sites to pass from the control of 
the government into that of private 
capitalists. The most recent political 
event of note was the decision of the 
United States circuit court dissolving 
the Standard Oil trust. 

The year has seen the gradual re
sumption of prosperity and has been 
gratifyingly free from serious natural 
disasters or financial failures. The 
Cherry mine horror in the United 
States and the Monterey flood in Mex
ico have been the chief catastrophes. 

In the labor world there have been 
minor strikes, but no serious disturb
ance except that at McKees Rocks, 
Pa. The gravest event of the year to 
labor was the confirmation of the jail 
sentences for contempt of court against 
Samuel Gompers, John Mitchell and 
Frank Morrison, the three chief offi
cials of the American federation 

American naval annals have record
ed the completion of the notable battle
ship cruise around the world, the com
missioning of the first American Dread
noughts, the Delaware and North Da
kota, and the reforms which may mean 
the practical ending of the naval ring 
in Washington. 

From Festival to Death. 
The year has been rich m celebra

tions. Centenaries have been held of 
the birth of Lincoln, Darwin, Tenny
son, Poe, Holmes, Gladstone and oth 
ers and of the death of Thomas Paine. 
The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific exposition, 
the Hudson-Fulton celebration, the ter
centenary of the discovery of Lake 
Champlain, the Portola festival and 
others have made 1909 a gala time in 
America. 

Death likewise has been busy. It is 
impossible to give more than a few 
names of famous ones who have pass
ed, but they have belonged to all de 
partments of human effort—in litera 
ture, Algernon Charles Swinburne, 
George Meredith, Edward Everett 
Hale and Richard Watson Gilder; in 
opera and the drama, Heinrich Con 
ried, Coquelin and Modjeska: m the 
military and navj . Admirals Rojest-
vensky and Cervera. General Henry C. 
Corbin, General E. M. MeCook and 
General O O. Howard: in public af
fairs, Carroll D Wright, Ethan A. 
Hitchcock, Governor John A. Johnson 
and Justice Rufus W. Peckham; in 
journalism. Theodore Earth, Colonel A. 
K. McClure, Albert Pulitzer and W. M 
Laffan; in finance. Henry H. Rogers 
and Edward H. Harriman; in other 
fields, Rev. Theodore Cuyler, Lord Ri-
pon, Professor Simon Newcomb, Wil
liam Lloyd Garrison, Baron Tweed-
mouth and Cesare Lombroso 

AROUND WORLD IN TUB. 

Two Italians Recently Reached London 
on Their Novel Journey. 

The two Italians who are rolling 
around the world in a tub recently 
passed through London. 

For a prize of $10,000 Artillus and 
Eugene, Italian artisans, started from 
their native town to roll around the 
earth in their specially built tub, earn
ing their living as they went by sell
ing pictorial postcards and exhibiting 
their tub. This is a marvelous affair, 
fitted with an interior arrangement for 
riding, sleeping and cooking. One man 
rides while the other rolls him, but 
when hills are to be negotiated both 
have to push. 
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Trapping In Wabash Valley. 
Trapping is good in the Wabash bot 

toms this year, and several fine catches 
have been made. Irwin Williams the 
other afternoon brought to Carmi, Ind., 
$100 worth of furs which he had trap
ped in three days. His finest catch 
consisted of seven minks. The traps 
were set near a brush heap, where the 
animals were seen at play one day, 
and the next morning the seven were 
found fast in the traps. The seven 
mink hides brought $32. Thousands 
of muskrats have been caught, and 
opossums are also falling prey to the 
traps of the fur hunters. The indus
try is a lucrative one, and many trap
pers are making $10 each s i g h t 
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(ESTABLISHED 1900) 

A pr iva te insti tution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home Modern in every respect. No 
insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received. Rates are as low as the most effi
cient t rea tment and the best trained nursing 
will permit 

H. C. COONEY, M. D:, 
ftedical Director, 

MISS ANNA K JOHNSON. Superintendent. 

A. W. MARTIN 
Agent for Singer 

" Sewing Machines 
Office in Prescot t Building 

At Office Every Sa turday 

4» 
PETER MOEGER 

Merchant Tailor 
The new fall and winter pa t te rns have 

arrived Call and inspect them 

F i t guaranteed and prices right 

Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing 

Main Street , Princeton 
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Q.G.SHAKER 
Resident Photographer 

The Highest Grade Work 
Guaranteed 

Studio Opposite Dr. Coon-
ey's Office 

OpenEveryDay 

The Rural 
Telephone Co. 

THE PEOPLE'S FAVORITE. 

Lines to Oalbo, Cambridge, Sant i 
ago. Freer and Olendorado. 

I * " Good Service in Princeton and to all 
adjoining points We connect with th'. 
Northwestern Long Distance Telephone 

Patronize a Home Concern. 
Service Day and Night. 

T. J. KALIHER, Proprietor, 
Princeton, Minn. 

Single and Double Rigs 
at a r ioments ' Notice. 

Commercial Travelers ' Trade aSpec ' a l t y 

• • • •M«* • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • »••• 

. JOHN BARRY 
Expert Accountant, 

Over 30 Yea r s E x p e r i e n c e . 
1011 F i r s t Ave North, 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN 

exclusive agency for The Free Sewing M a c h i n e - t h e only 
insured sewing machine, and the machine you have read] so 
much about in magazine advertisements—there has 'been a 
ripple of discussion among the good women of our city. 

This Interest Waxed Into Enthusiasm 
'when they learned The Free was not only insured but that 
i t also possessed 

Established 1867 

SHIP YOUR 

HIDES 
FURS etc. 

D.BER6MAN&C0. 
S T . P A U L , MIINN. ,. 

Deal direct with the largest and oldest house 
in the West. Highest prices and immediate 
ca&h returns. Write for price list, tao^ and 
full information, 

fANNED&r 
Hone and Cow Hides tanned and t i n 

made up into a finished Coat for $ 1 1 

° B A ^ . . ^ ! ! >8 to $10 
Send for Circulars and Shipping T a g s . 

TAUBERT'S TANNERY 
MINNEAPOLIS, M I N N . 

The "Rotosc l l lo" movement (the mos t wonderful s ewing machine 
machine Invention in 5 o years.) The automatic shutt le ejector 
The automatic tens ion release. The automatic locking drawers 
The eight s e t s of ball-bearings. The beautiful French leg design' 
which does not s h o w dust . The rotary spool pin. The needle which 
can t b e put in wrong and a score of other unique improvements 

§E The Free is Insured For Five Years 3 
S £ against accident, breakage, wear, fire, tornado, l ightning 3 
• £ and water. This means that if from any of these causes ^ S 
m- you break any part, (aneedle, belt, attachment, etc.), or all ^ 
2 E ™ ^ h l n e i s destroyed, it will be replaced free to you. = 3 
5 = „. „ J o m P a n y is the only company which dares to 3 
g : insure their machine in addition to g iv ing it the regular ^ S 
^ life warranty against imperfection. Come to my store and 3 
g see - T H E FREE." "The Free" attachments do very 3 

J. C. HERDLISKA 
_ _ " a n d Optician Princeton. _ . _ £ T Jeweler and Optician 

Princeton, f l inn. ZZZ 

First National Bank 
of Princeton, Minnesota. 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 

A General- Banking Busi
ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on 
Security. 

Approved 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank \ 
Capital $20,000 $ 

Banking Business \ Does G « z & « z - a l 

Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 
Farm Mortgages, 
Insurance, Collections. 

J. SKAHEN, 
Cashier. 
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M. S. RUTHERFORD E. L . MeMII^AN X 

W e M a k e % 
A S p e c i a l t y 0 / | 

Farm Loans} 
M. S. R U T H E R F O R D ®. CO. J 

T o w n s e n d B u i l d i n g , j * 

Princeton, Minn. ? 
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Cold Weather 
Foot Comfort 

You are wearing extra clothing these days for com
fort and protection, but do you recognize that the feet are 
the gateway through which many colds enter? 

If you are wise you will wear extra foot covering, and 
naturally you will expect this store to be prepared for you. 

In this you will^never be disappointed. 

Al l our heavier l ine for fall and winter are now on 
the shelves. 

Al l our rubbers and overshoesare are now unpacked 
and awaiting your inspection. 

There's nothing you can need, there's nothing that 
cold, wet, slush or snow can demand, that you wil l not find 
Jiere, and at the lowest cost to y o u / 

Solomon Long 

Ads in The Union Bring Results 
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