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Let it be remembered that the tem
porary presiding officer of the repub
lican state convention will appoint 
the committee on platform and resolu
tions. 

Halley's comet, says the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean, is the Roosevelt of the 
heavens. If the Inter-Ocean's com
parison refers to brilliancy it is a 
direct slam at Roosevelt. 

This is the time of year when the 
graduate goes forth to instruct the 
world how to do things. Later on the 
world will pub some pretty tough pro
positions up to the graduate. 

One of the St. Paul papers advo
cates a chair of good roads in the 
state university. A pound of example 
is worth a ton of theorizing. What 
is needed is competent, practical men 
in the field to teach and superintend 
scientific road-making. 

Why all this hullabaloo over the 
bar of St. Louis county endorsing 
Homer B. Dibell for a place on the 
supreme bench? There is no abler 
and no cleaner judge in the broad 
state of Minnesota than Homer B. 
Dibell of the Eleventh ]udicial 
district. 

A writer in a farm journal says that 
the sands of New Jersey are infested 
with myriads of fleas. With the 
millions of mosquitoes which also 
abound in that God-forsaken state the 
person must necessarily be a mighty 
good dodger who avoids being bitten 
on both ends at the same time. 

It is charged by the employing 
printers of Minneapolis that the state 
of Minnesota is putting a premium on 
dishqnesty by its manner of letting its 
eontracts for printing. Even at the 
"maximums" fixed by the state print
ing commission, it is declared, no 
printer can fail to lose money unless 
he makes it up in some underhanded 
way, padding, for instance. The 
remedy for this evil would be for 
every printer to refuse to bid until 
maximums are raised. 

We learn from the Chaska Valley 
Herald that P. W. Morrison of Nor
wood has filed as a candidate for re-
nomination for judge of the Eighth 
judicial district. " P a t , " as he is 
familiarly known to his friends, has 
made good—so good, indeed, that the 
democrats will place no one in nomi
nation against him—and we take it 
that our old friend, Uncle Fred 
DuToit of the Valley Herald, will 
support him. He could not support a 
more able jurist or a better man. 

"What do you think about Con
gressman Stevens' course?" queries 
the editor of the St. Paul News. The 
query is of general application, and 
it is our deliberate judgment that Mr. 
Stevens'course in congress is dictated 
by the highest and most patriotic mo
tives. He may not be always r i g h t -
no man is infallible—but those who 
know Mr. Stevens best will scorn the 
imputation that his vote on measures 
of public importance is ever influenced 
by unworthy motives. This state has 
sent no abler or more conscientious 
representative to the national legis
lature than Frederick C. Stevens. 

The fact that a print paper mill with 
a daily capacity of 255 tons has com
menced operations at International 
Falls is no indication that prices of 
the product will be reduced. ,It 
merely means a strengthening of the 
great combine which by devious 
means doth seek to rob the publisher. 

J . Adam Bede has announced his 
willingness to represent in part the 
32nd district in the next legislature, 
but he does not propose to enter into 
an unseemly scramble for the place. 
If the voters of that district take Mr. 
Bede at his word northern Minnesota 
will have at least one able champion 
in the house next winter. 

Chas. R. Heike, secretary of the 
American Sugar Refining company, 
has been found guilty of conspiracy 
to defraud the government of customs 
duties on sugar and now faces a 
possible sentence of two years in the 
federal penitentiary and a fine of 
$10,000. No mercy should be shown 
the thiff—he should get the limit. 

Theodore Roosevelt, in his trip 
across the Atlantic, is doing some 
good work in lecturing to and advis
ing all sorts and conditions of people. 
Especially in the steerage, among the 
poorer class of immigrants, has he 
been busy., He has given them valu
able lessons' in American citizenship 
and especially exhorted them to pro
tect the rights of women. He has, in 
a measure, prepared them to meet the 
requirements of the country of which 
they seek to become citizens and, in 
after years, those who succeed in life 
will doubtless bless the man who in
stilled into their minds the elementary 
principles of American citizenship. 

Have you noticed among your 
friends who run automobiles a pro
nounced crook in the neck—a ten
dency of the head to bend forward? 
It is the "automobile neck"—caused 
by humping up the shoulders and 
stretching the head forward while 
manipulating the steering wheel. It 
would be well for chauffeurs to take 
note of this and apply a preventative 
—for instance, a steel collar—before 
their necks become bent into a semi
circle and their noses come into con
tact with their vest buttons. Beware 
the automobile neck! 

While that man Peary was buzzing 
about Berlin blowing of his wonderful 
discoveries he was served with papers 
in a suit brought by Rudolph Francke 
to recover $10,000. Francke charges 
that when Peary found him sick at 
Etah he took advantage of his posi
tion to secure his collection of furs 
and walrus and narwhale teeth as the 
price for transporting him homeward. 
He valued the collection at $10,000. 
From what we have read of Peary we 
are inclined to the opinion that he is 
just the sort of fellow who would take 
advantage of a brother in^ distress. 

A member of the aristocratic 
Guggenheim family—no less a person
age than Senator Guggenheim's son— 
was greatly humiliated last week when 
he was dragged off to the Tombs, 
where he had been sentenced to serve 
35 minutes in durance vile for auto
mobile scorching, but the jailer 
kindly permitted him to sit in the 
waiting room for the full term of his 
imprisonment. Guggy didn 't like the 
sentence a bit, but the austere judge 
refused to commute it as he had fined 
the offender upon two occasions and 
it failed to have the desired effect— 
Guggy kept on scorching. Had we 
been trying the case not less £han 35 
days would have been meted out to 
the young scalawag. 

Fourth Assistant Postmaster De-
Graw is a strong advocate of a parcels 
post for rural routes, the maximum 
weight of any package to be 11 
pounds. The rural carriers have all 
they can do to cover their routes as 
it is at certain times of the year and, 
with the addition of hundreds of 
pounds of merchandise, which the 
parcels post would mean, their lot 
would be a particularly hard one. 

It is all arranged: Herbert P. 
Keller, mayor of St. Paul, is to be 
temporary chairman of the republican 
state convention, and Hon. A. J . 
Rockne, speaker of the house o£ repre
sentatives, is to be the permanent pre
siding officer. They are both good 
men. But it would look better if the 
delegates were permitted to select 
the officers of the convention without 
dictation from the self-constituted 
bosses of the party. - ^ j 

Raymond Phillips of London has 
invented a machine which he calls ail 
"aer ia l destroyer." It is in the 
shape of a balloon which can be oper
ated by wireless communication and 
so manipulated that explosives may 
be dropped upon any city or ship at 
will. No one is needed on board of 
the airship. That it is considered of 
value in warfare is shown by the fact 
that the British government is putting 
it through a series of tests. An in
ternational law should be passed pro 
hibiting the use of such infernal en 
gines of war. «, , ' " 

Attorney General Wickersham has 
informed Samuel Gompers, president 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
that an investigation of the legality of 
the steel trust, which the federation 
charges with being a monopoly 
operating in restraint of trade, will 
nob be undertaken, if at all, until the 
government cases against the 
Standard Oil and American Tobacco 
company have been decided by the 
supreme court. A sensible con
clusion. Finish up the work in hand 
first. The people are tiring of read
ing about this, that and the other 
combine being investigated without 
any abolition of the evils resulting. 

The bleached flour case is still in 
progress at Kansas City and many 
experts on foods have been called to 
give their opinions as well as millers 
and bakers. One baker, John W. 
Freeman of Kalamazoo, Mich., testi
fied that bread made from unbleached 
flour had a better flavor than that 
made from bleached, and that when 
bleached flour was used a larger pro
portion was necessary to obtain a 
given volume of bread than when un
bleached was utilized. A man doesn't 
have to be an expert to know that 
poisonous nitrous acid sprays must 
necessarily prove injurious to any 
food (product which comes ' into con
tact with them. 

Every other issue dwindles into 
insignificance when compared with 
that of bettering our public highways. 
It is the great overshadowing issue. 
The Minneapolis Journal voices in
telligent public" sentiment when it 
says: "Good roads for Minnesota is 
the paramount state problem of the 
day. I t ought to be pushed to the 
front as a question Ion which every 
candidate for the legislature is Jo be 
tested and made to commit himself 
with great definiteness. On the next 
legislature will depend the solution of 
the problem, and if a wise solution is 
to be arrived at, we must have [in the 
legislature good roads enthusiasts, 
whose enthusiasm is tempered by 

Many men of many minds. The 
political editor of the Minneapolis 
Journal opines that the county 
optionists may block reapportion
ment in the next legislature, because 
a rearrangement of the legislative 
districts on the basis of population 
would mean increased representation 
for the large cities, and as a general 
rule city members are opposed to 
sumptuary legislation. The U n i o n , 
however, is inclined to believe that 
the reapportionment bill will meet its 
Waterloo in the senate and not at the 
hands of the county optionists either. 
If Mr. Hamm succeeds in electing a 
senate to his liking he will want the 
senators to retain their seats for the 
full term of four years. 

WELZ8' PLATFORM. 

Hon. Robert J . Wells of Brecken-
ridge, who is a candidate for the re
publican nomination for state audi
tor, announces his platform as fol
lows: 

" I am opposed to the creation of 
any new boards or commissions in 
the state unless the creations are 
found absolutely necessary and then 
the members to serve without sal
aries. I take this stand for the 
reason that I am convinced that the 
state already has a sufficient number 
of officers and employes to carry on 
all the business of the state at the 
present time and for years to come. 

" I favor a change in the land 
policy of the state—such a change as 
will develop the northern section. 
This should be done so a s not to in 
any manner injure the state's landed 
financial interests, but rather to place 
the lands on the market, settle them, 
and by so doing to add materially 
and rapidly to the entire wealth of 
Minnesota and to the various funds 
under the control of the treasurer, 
which should be most jealously 
guarded. 

" I realize the necessity for good 
roads in every section of Minnesota 
and that they should be constructed 
under proper supervision by men 
trained in the work of road making, 
and hence I favor a liberal appropri
ation for this purpose. I further 
favor a liberal appropriation for ad
vertising the state's natural resources. 

" I believe that the funds of the state 
should be loaned to the people of the 
state, through their various govern
mental organizations on ample se
curity before they are loaned to out
siders, thereby saving our people 
large sums of excess interest in loans 
made through private sources." 

An indictment has been returned by 
the federal grand jury at Washing
ton against the Western Union Tele
graph company charging it with 
forty-two violations of the bucket-
shop law by furnishing wires and 
tickers to a syndicate of swindlers. 
It is hardly reasonable to believe that 
the Western Union was ignorant of 
the purpose for which the apparatus 
which it furnished was being used, 
and it should be made to pay the 
penalty along with the rest of the 
swindlers. 

A word to the framers of the plat
form to be presented to the republican 
state convention: It must contain a 
plank declaring unequivocally for a 
redistricbing of the congressional, 
senatorial and representative dis
tricts, and apportioning anew the 
senators and representatives in strict 
conformity with the provisions of sec
tion 2 article 4 of the state constitu
tion. There must be no ambiguous 
words employed in the construction of 
this plank. There must also be a 
clean-cut declaration in favor of good 
roads—a constitutional amendment 
providing for a one-mill state road 
tax, the levying of one-quarter of a 
mill state road tax by the next legis
lature, and a liberal appropriation 
for the state highway commission to 
the end that a corps of competent 
road-instructors may be employed. 

A pension system has been adopted 
by the directors of the Soo line which 
provides that all employes who have 
been with the company fifteen con
secutive years, and have reached the 
age of 65, will be eligible for retire
ment on July 1 with an allowance for 
life which will be equal to one per 
cent a month of the average monthly 
salary drawn for ten years prior to 
retirement, multiplied by the number 
of years of service. The minimum 
was fixed at $15 per month. The Soo 
is entitled to a word of praise for the 
step taken to reward faithful service. 

Those two self-constituted apostles 
of conservation, Gifford Pinchot and 
James A. Garfield, talked a great 
deal and did nob say much that was 
of practical value at the Roosevelt 
club banquet in St. Paul last Satur
day evening. Were it not for the fact 
that Mr. Pinchot is regarded as the 
close friend of Theodore Roosevelt, 
and that James A. Garfield is the son 
of his father, their utterances with 
reference to conservation would 
attract no more attention than one of 
Frank Stacy's namby-pamby disser
tations on the same subject rehashed 
by Governor Eberhart. 

among other things, strongly advised 
against flocking to the great cities. 
He warned parents against the 
dangers of the fetid atmosphere of the 
great centers, where few rose to emi
nence but where many struggled for a 
mere existence of the most miserable 
character, and where some were not 
sufficiently strong to withstand the 
temptations which on every hand 
abound. He urged parents to place 
their children on farms and to make 
the farm homes more comfortable and 
attractive. He wanted farm homes 
provided with every comfort and 
attraction—good libraries, lawns, 
groves and substantial buildings. He 
wanted pianos in the homes and 
everything which provided pure and 
uplifting entertainment. Parents 
would do well to heed the advice of 
the archbishop. 

A Minneapolis republican of the 
vintage of 1856, and who first saw the 
light of day 'way down in Maine, 
writes the U n i o n: " I t does my soul 
good to know that three such able and 
influential independent republican 
newspapers as the Fergus Falls 
Journal, Northfield News and Prince
ton U n i o n fa?or the nomination of 
Thomas D. O'Brien for associate 
justice of the supreme court by the re
publican state convention. Undoubt
edly Mr. O'Brien is eminently quali
fied for the position. But, for two 
reasons he will not be nominated: 
The interests do not want him to re
main on the supreme bench; besides 
his name will damn him beyond re
demption." Sorrowfully we are 
forced to admit the correctness of the 
political diagnosis of our venerable 
Minneapolis friend. O'Brien is a bad 
name to conjure with in a Minnesota 
republican state convention. 

Seek t o R e g a i n P o t a t o P r e s t i g e . 

That the Minnesota potato that once 
led the world in quality and carried 
the reputation of the state abroad, 
may be brought back to its high 
estate, and that the crop, which has 
mounted close to 20,000,000 bushels 
in recent seasons, may be made valu 
able, the Minnesota Potato Growers' 
and Shippers' association * has been 

/ - sound, pracMc»1^4agment.'i-

This from the ably-edited and influ
ential Albert Lea Times-Enterprise 
rings true: „* f 

" I n a state like Minnesota there 
ought to be no strained feeling be
tween any two portions of the state. 
What is best for one portion of the 
state and will cause it to thrive and 
prosper, will ^either directly or in
directly cause the remainder of the 
state to prosper. There is nothing to 
be gained by having one portion of a 
great state arrayed against another 
portion. There can be no just de
fense of the failure of the legislature 
to reapportion the legislative repre
sentation of the state. The constitu
tion provides for it, and in failing to 
carry out the mandate of the consti
tution in the past the legislature has 
simply set aside the provision of 'the 
constitution for that purpose, and 
there would seem to be no excuse for 
it, other than it might cut out some of 
the members of that body, who hoped 
to hang on so long as they can stave 
<>ff-to them'thi 

Theodore Roosevelt will arrive in 
New York on Saturday and Governor 
Eberhart has appointed a delegation 
of dignitaries to welcome him on be
half of Minnesota, or rather to survey 
him through their lorgnettes, which 
will probably be as close as they will 
come in touch with him. The 
governor, in appointing delegates, 
made one great mistake—he omitted 
to include Commander-in-Chief Sam
uel R. Van Sant. He would have 
braved the throng as he did -the rebel 
hosts in the -civil war, and could 
have been depended upon to be the 
first to grasp the hand of Roosevelt 
as he crossed the gangplank and to 
have introduced himself as a repre
sentative from the great "bread and 
butter" state! Too bad that 
Governor Eberhart should have over
looked this dignified gentleman! 

Archbishop Ireland's address at 
Crookston upon the occasion of the 
installation of Bishop Corbett con
tained much sterling advice—it was a 
speech: that cannot fail to bring forth 
good fruits. The learned divine, 

organized in Minneapolis. Princeton, 
North Branch, Rush City and Rock 
Creek, Minn.; Portage, Wis., and 
Chicago, besides Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, are represented in the member
ship, and it is expceted that there will 
be a large addition of names as soon 
as the purposes of the organization 
are better known. 

J . R. Beggs, St. Paul, was elected 
president at the meeting at the Min
neapolis Commercial club last week, 
at which the association took form; 
J. C. Famechon, Minneapolis, vice 
president, and R. E. Sevey, Minne
apolis, secretary and treasurer. 

It was once the case that Minnesota 
potatoes were preferred to the product 
of other states, and the cooking quali
ty still remains unsurpassed. 
Farmers have not shown sufficient 
care, the organizers of the association 
say, in sorting their product, with the 
result that the presence in lots of 
high-grade stock of a proportion of 
inferior quality potatoes, has affected 
the grading and has lost Minnesota 
her position. 

Texas and other southern states are 
big buyers of Minnesota potatoes, 
particularly the seed varieties. Of 
late, complaint has been heard of the 
number of potatoes of inferior quality 
in shipments from Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. It is primarily to remedy 
this and prevent the loss to Minnesota 
of a valuable trade that the associa
tion has been organized, but it will 
work also for the general improve
ment of the crop, and it will aim to 
co-operate with the state agricultural 
school. It is intended, when the 
association gets into working form, to 
engage the services of a member of the 
staff of the state school or other com
petent person to travel through the 
state and preach good potato crops to 
the farmers. 

The first rule of the new organiza
tion will be insistence upon proper 
grading and agreement that from 
September I to July 1 in each year no 
potatoes will be bought that have not 
been sorted over a screen as follows: 
Burbanks, Rose, and other long 
potatoes, over a 1% inch screen, and 
round potatoes over a two-inch 
screen. There will be an exception 
made in the case of Triumph potatoes 
for, seed. 

The association will adopt a stamp 
emblem for stationery of members and 
a tag that , may , be used on sacks. 
Every effort will be made to induce 
the farmers to use good seed. .; < • 

Tuesday was Flag day, but it was 
not observed to any great extent in 
Princeton—very few Old Glories were 
flung to the breeze. People, gener
ally, do not attach due significance to 
this day—the anniversary of the birth 
of the flag of this land of the brave 
and home of theiree.- *c* "^.« ^ ,& 
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| OPINIONS OF EDITORS l 
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H a s No Love f o r S m i t h 
Minnesota has a lieutenant govern

or named Smith. N a one will care 
particularly so long as the president 
of the senate does not bear that name 
next winter.—Madison Press. 

• •$• «5« 
H e W o u l d be Sa t i s fac to ry t o t h e I n t e r e s t s . 

After all the playing with the re
publican nomination for lieutenant 
governor, we expect to see the present 
lieutenant governor, Hon. E. E. Smith 
of Hennepin, keep the nomination 
himself.—Fergus Falls Journal. 

• • * 
Up t o JS o r t h e r u Minnesota 

Now, the resolutions having been 
adopted and the course charted to the 
ultimate goal, it 's up to the citizens of 
northern Minnesota to see to ib that 
the Crooksbon meeting does not go 
down in history as a very interesting 
conservation congress.—Duluth Her
ald. 

• • •§• 
Sufficient Canse fo r Expuls ion . 

Republicans are not alone in being 
read out of their party for indepen
dent convictions; the St. Cloud Times 
thinks Bryan is no longer a demo-
crab because he believes in prohibi
tion. Of course, that would elimi
nate anybody from the democratic 
party.—Elk River Star-News. 

• •$• V 
Col B r o w n for M a n a g e r . 

The pendulum is beginning to swing 
towards Col. A D. Brown again for 
chairman of the republican state cen
tral committee. The Journal has 
been a consistent; advocate of Col. 
Brown's leadership and with 
Governor Eberhart the nominee, his 
is the only name that ought to be con
sidered for the position of chairman. 
—Fergus Falls Journal. 

•J* •!• *i* 
N o r t h e r n Minneso t a ' s W e a l t h 

Northern Minnesota long has prided 
itself on its wealth, without even 
realizing the existence of its greatest 
source of wealth—the soil. The-
mines will be exhausted and the 
forests will disappear, but the soil 
will remain, and will continue to yield 
wealth, primary wealth that builds up 
states and communities, long after the 
mines and lumber camps have parsed 
into history. 

"The mines will be exhausted, " s a i d 
Archbishop Ireland at Crookston, 
"but the soil never will be exhausted 
if it is properly used." 

The mines and the forests are profit
ing a few for a little while; the farms 
that are taking their places will profit 
everybody for all time to come.— 
Duluth Herald. 

• • •$• 
L e t Cs F o r g e t . 

The Sons of Veterans at St. Paul 
have sent a petition to Washington 
protesting against the Lee statue in 
the national capitol. This would 
seem to be an ill-advised and un
generous movement. In the first 
place the sovereign state of Virginia 
has the right to choose its represen
tatives for the hall of fame. General 
Robert E. Lee was a high type of 
American citizenship. True, he was-
a confederate general, but the 
northern people are not disposed at 
this distance from that unhappy 
period to question the motive that 
moved the southern heart or to re
kindle the flames of sectional strife. 
Rather would we forget the wounds of 
war and do our part in securing 
closer bonds of sympathy and union-
—Red Lake Falls Gazette. 

•$• • • 
No B l a m e A t t a c h e s t o W e l c h . 

No doubt the reason why so many 
immigrants pass through Minnesota, 
leaving scarcely a pleasant smile, is 
because the great state of Minnesota 
refuses to advertise so that the people 
who are desirous of securing new 
homes may see or hear of it. Our-
Canadian brothers and sisbers are 
alive to the situation and every day 
are sending out literature or enter
taining their visitors. And does that 
count? We should say yes. The im
migration commission of Minnesota is 
seriously handicapped inasmuch as it 
only has about enough funds to 
employ a limited force of clerks and 
pay a little postage. The agent is 
George Welch, said to be an excellent 
representative, but he hasn' t the price 
to show up the attractions of Minne
sota. Wouldn't this be a good sub
ject for the coming legislature to take 
hold of in blood earnest?—Stillwater 
Gazette. 

» F o u r t h of J u l y Ce l eb ra t i on . 

A celebration will be held at Sandy 
Lake park on July 4. Included in the-
program will be a ragamuffin parade, 
ball games, foot races, dancing after
noon and evening and a fireworks 
display at night. Booth privileges 
may be obtained upon application to 
J . F . Wheeler. 24-3tp 

N o t i c e t o F a r m e r s . 
The St. Anthony and Dakota eleva

tor will close for the season on or 
about June 20. If you have any grain 
to market please bring it in before 
that time. _ 

24-2tc P . J. Wikeen, Manager. 
Monuments . '" 

Monuments made to order on short 
notice. We also carry a small line in 
stock. * Ask to see samples and de
signs. 23-tfc ', > O. E. Stark, 
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