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'Silencing" of Captain Longan 
First Outbreak of future 

Army Leaders Since Haz
ing Expulsions In 

Sutton Case. 

Roosevelt's Clemency Said to 
Have Created Havoc In Dis

cipline at West Point. 
So Taf t Steels His 

Heart to Pleas. 
< > • • ' - » • - - » - • . - • » uQoO **r\. . . . - • - i • • t . t 

By JAMES A . JEDGERTON. 

TH E West Point cadets are in 
trouble again. This time it is 
for "silencing" the officer of the 
day. The last time it was for 

hazing a "plebe" sentinel and some 
others. Seven of the boys were then 
dismissed, and they, or, rather, their 
friends, vainly bombarded congress for 
reinstatement. This occurred under 
President Taf t. 

During the previous administration 
several cadets were also dismissed for 
hazing, but Roosevelt relented and let 
them go back. That act of mercy is 
said to have created havoc with dis
cipline at the Military academy, so 
there is not likely to be another exhi
bition of softness. A royal old row 
broke out over the Roosevelt episode, 
including some new admissions to 
membership in the Ananias club. 

Inflicting "the silence" on an officer 
i s an immemorial custom at "West 
Point. Yet it has not been resorted to 
in ten years or so, it is claimed. The 
officer singled out for the indignity in 
this instance was Captain Rufus E. 
Longan of the Eleventh infantry, a 
new man at West Point. As officer 
of the day it was Captain Longan's 

called as witnesses, the confinement to 
rooms or barracks of the entire cadet 
body being continued. 

There have been various stories of 
the cause of the unpleasantness. Cap
tain Longan ascribed it to the fact that 
during the punishment tours he had 
refused to permit the culprits to walk 
out their sentences under cover during 
a drizzle of rain. It is the custom in 
the academy for the men to do the 
punishment tours out of doors in fair 
weather, but to march up and down 
the galleries in doors if the weather 
is inclement. 

In other words, they are supposed 
to have enough sense to go in when 
it rains. Captain Longan did not con
sider the drizzle of sufficient impor
tance to call off the game because of 
wet grounds, however; hence the 
boys concluded to take it out on the 
umpire. 

There are other whispers, however. 
The cadets naturally are not in a po
sition to do much talking, but stray 
scraps of conversation have leaked out 
to the effect that Longan has proved 
himself a needlessly strict disciplina
rian, that he ordered one boy out of 
hospital because he had not reported 

Photo by American Press Association. 

MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS H. BARRY, SOME OF HIS REBELLIOUS 
WEST POINT CADET CORPS AND T H E LIBRARY BUILDING. 

duty to be present in the cadets' din
ing room at meals. The moment he 
entered the door every cadet ceased 
conversation jind eating. This is called 
4,the silence." 

"Silenced" One Is Game. 
One can imagine the scene—an im

mense dining room containing forty 
tables with ten men at each table, all 
dumb and motionless by a common im
pulse. Slightly disconcerting for a 
young officer who realized that it was 
all meant for him. 

"I knew in a flash what was happen
ing," Captain Longan said later, and 
he grinned broadly as he spoke, "for 1 
helped to do the same thing to an offi
cer while I was in the academy. Seri
ously, however, they were just putting 
me to the test: I was new. and they 
wanted to find out what sort I was." 

They found out, for Captain Longan 
instantly called them to attention and 
dismissed them. Then he reported the 
matter to headquarters. As a result 
'every mother's son of the cadet corps 
was placed under virtual arrest, bar
ring a few in the hospital, and a "hop" 
scheduled for the evening was called 
off. The young ladies of the communi
ty were left with a hopeless and "hop-
less" season in prospect. The football 
practice was perforce abandoned, al
though a game was scheduled in the 
near future. The shoe w a s on the 
other foot. The officers were putting 
something more than a "silence" on 
the cadets. 
I The next morning Captain Longan 
w a s again greeted by a cessation of 
talk and eating, but only three tables 
participated in this "silence." The in
stant call of attention and dismissal 
followed, and double quick was or
dered, much to the discomfiture of a 
number of cadets who by this time 
rwere "some hungry" and had con
cealed a liberal supply of toast and 
plums in their blouses. Double quick 
i s a rather jigglety kind of march, and 
after i t was over there was a fine as
sortment of toast and plums strewn 
along the way. 

Inquiry Is Prompt. 
At the evening meal Captain Longan 

•was no longer officer of the day, and 
the boys could get a "square" meal 
once more. Perhaps never in the his
tory of the world were 400 as vora
cious appetites gathered together in 
one room. 

It was the second "silence" that pre 
•cipitated the court of inquiry. Th-
thirty caclcts participating in it WI>:I 

on his return from furlough and gen
erally that the new captain had a 
"swelled head," which it was neces 
sary to reduce. 

Certainly there must have been some 
unusual cause to make 400 hungry 
young Americans go without three 
meals, to say nothing of facing a sea
son without dances and football and 
daring the possibility of expulsion for 
some of their number. 

Booz Case I s Famous. 
This is not exactly a parallel case 

to the various hazing escapades that 
have made West Point famous and 
on a few occasions have narrowly 
escaped making it infamous. Perhaps 
the most celebrated of these was the 
affair of Cadet Booz, who died after 
being made the victim of a rather bru
tal hazing episode, and his friends 
charged that bis death was the direct 
result of the injuries then received. 
From the testimony given in the in
quiry which followed it appeared that 
Booz had been compelled to partici
pate in a prizefight, after a round 
or two of which he laid down and 
cried, and that he had been forced to 
eat tabasco sauce and other pleasant 
condiments, from the effects of which, 
it w a s charged, he contracted tuber
culosis of the throat. 

Another pathetic case was that of 
Cadet Broatch of Nebraska. Broatch 
objected to the hazing system, and life 
was made so miserable for him that he 
left the academy, but not until he had 
carried his complaints to the superin
tendent and even higher. During the 
Spanish-American war Broatch be
came a volunteer officer and made a 
lecord as a brave soldier. When he 
was stationed in Cuba, however, he 
w a s surrounded by West Point offi
cers, who ostracized him to such a de
gree that he committed suicide. 

The most recent hazing case at West 
Point was that in which Cadet Sutton, 
brother of the principal in the famous 
Sutton case at Annapolis, w a s at
tacked by a gang of the cadets while 
he w a s on sentinel duty. The revelers, 
clad in the robes of night, were halted 
by Sutton, and they proceeded to have 
fun with him. Among their other 
playful pranks they went after him 
With two tent poles and left him In a 
condition that sent him to the hospital 
for twenty-one days. 

Expul s ion of Seven Recal led. 

The upshot of this escapade w a s that 
seven cadets were expelled from the 
academy. Secretary Dickinson and 
President Taft approved the sentence 

of the court martial and congress "ret 
fused to reverse It. It was a pathetic 
scene when the seven took their "lasfe. 
supper" in Grant hall. Although dis^ 
graced, they were among the most 
popular cadets In the institution. Now, 
for one act of boyish folly they were 
to go forth under a cloud, denied their 
chosen career and perhaps handi
capped for life. 

No demonstration occurred at the 
tables or after. Handclasps and low 
spoken words alone marked the last 
act of the tragedy—for it was a trag
edy to the whole student body, Sutton 
included. To be expelled from West 
Point is as much of a blow to the ca
det as stripping off his epaulets and 
breaking his sword is to an officer. 

Rather a high price to pay for a mid
night frolic! Yet an army without 
discipline would be like a government 
without laws. It would fall apart like 
a rope of sand. 

In the old days—and the old days 
were not as good as the present ones, 
whatever sentimentalists, fossils and 
pessimists may say to the contrary— 
in the old days hazing was much more 
prevalent at West Point than now. 
For a "plebe," more fondly and fre
quently called a "beast," his first year 
answered literally to General Sher
man's definition of war. The upper 
class men went on the theory that it 
was necessary to knock off the new
comer's rough edges, and they did It 
with a thoroughness that w a s positive
ly raw. 

Torturing Schemes Numerous . 
Among the most ordinary forms of 

hazing was "eagling," which consisted 
in standing on one's toes, extending 
the arms like wings and by bending 
the knees and hips squatting succes
sively—oh, say, a hundred times. 

Another favorite form was the 
"wooden willie," consisting of an in
finite number of difficult evolutions 
with a gun, such as holding it out 
straight at arms' length and doing 
other fearful and wonderful stunts 
which would make one's muscles ache 
even to think about. This was kept 
up until the upper class men were sat
isfied or the victim fell exhausted. 

Among the more unusual methods 
of torment was that of gathering ants, 
say 100, accounting for all of them, 
then placing them in the victim's lock
er. Usually the plebe's cap was the 
first receptacle of the ants, and, while 
it was not stipulated that the cap 
must be worn, cadets are not suppos
ed to go about the parade grounds, at 
West Point bareheaded. This little 
item of ant gathering was brought out 
in an inquiry in 1908 when eight haz-
ers were dismissed from the academy, 
only to be reinstated later by President 
Roosevelt. 

There are two sides to the story, 
however, as is usually the case with 
things human. Many good men fa
miliar with army life and with the 
Military academy have defended haz
ing at West Point on the theory that 
it made men out of the new students. 
Among the stunts imposed by the up
per class men were various forms of 
bracing and exercising which were 
really beneficial, giving the "beast" a 
more erect carriage, hardening his 
muscles, teaching him to obey orders 
and generally licking him into shape. 

Good For Swelled Craniums. 
Another good effect of the hazing 

system was to reduce any bump of 
conceit that might have developed in 
the "beast's" head. For example, if 
he were "his father's son," being the 
offspring of a senator, a general, a 
governor or a somebody, he might 
have imbibed an undue idea of his 
own importance from the parental 
greatness. Just about two weeks of 
West Point takes that out of the high
est born. If at the end of the period 
the plebe does not look upon himself 
as a worm it is not the fault of the 
upper class men. 

A member of the West Point class 
of 1870 now an officer of high rank in 
active service tells this story about 
the first day in plebe camp of Freder
ick Dent Grant, son of Ulysses. 

An upper classman bent on nothing 
else than having some fun with the 
son of the famous general asked him 
on his advent into camp, while he w a s 
still wearing the clothes of civil life, 
"Which do you think is the greater 
man. General George Washington or 
General Ulysses S. Grant?" 

Fred's answer, blunt and quick, was, 
"Washington may have been the great
er man, but my father w a s the greater 
soldier." 

Grant Was Game. 
"Mr. Grant." said the upper class

man, "to compare your father to 
George Washington in any sense i s 
like unto the comparing of a plucked 
hen to the American eagle." 

Then there followed a fight, but it 
was stopped almost lnstanter by some 
first classmen because the place was 
too public. 

Other stories in kind are told of the 
son of Phil Sheridan and many more. 

One of the harmless forms of hazing 
Is In making the "beasts" look ridic
ulous. Here is a sample: 

"Who are you?" asks a first year 
man of a plebe. 

"Mr. Smith, sir." 
"Who are you?" Is repeated. 
"Mr. Smith, sir." 
"Who are you?" a third t imd 
"Nothing, sir." 
"Right Who does a plebe rank?" 
"A hell cat (meaning the fife and 

drum man that wakes 'em up In the 
morning), a waiter and a waiter's dog." 

That course of treatment would cer
tainly reduce any swelled head that 
w a s not made of solid ivory-

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 
«? AND SANITARIUM. 

(ESTABLISHED 1900) 

A private institution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home. Modern in every respect. No 
insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received. Rates are as low as the most effi
cient treatment and the best trained nursing 
will permit. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
riedical Director, 

MISS ANNA R. JOHNSON. Superintendent. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO 

Rev. Wm. Brown will not remain 
on the Princeton circuit another year. 
He has been appointed to a circuit in 
the southern part of the state. 

People who make a practice of re
ferring to their rich relatives on each 
and every occasion, in and out offsea
son, disgust bhe listeners who despise 
shoddyites. 

Greenbush Correspondence — Al
ready quite a number of the boys have 
started into the woods for Henry 
Webster. G. W. McParland intends 
to take charge of Webster's camp. 

Editorial—Referring to the sus
pension of the Glenwood Messenger 
an exchange s a y s : " N o t a single 
second venture in northern Minnesota 
in the newspaper field has succeeded 
in cutting the business of its r i v a l . " 

Marsh Hal l of Wyanett i s very un
fortunate with his l ive stock. The 
other night one of h is horses, valued 
at $175, dropped dead in his stable. 
During the past five or six years 
Marsh has lost $1,500 worth of l ive 
stock. 

Mrs. J. C. Borden and son, Charlie, 
went east last Tuesday and will reside 
in Phi ladelphia until next spring and 
perhaps longer. Mr. Borden remains 
behind for a few days to straighten 
up several business matters and then 
he will join his wife. 

The St. Francis correspondent of 
the Anoka Herald pays the fol lowing 
compliment to Miss Bel le Severance: 

We learn that school district N o . 18 
has employed a teacher from Spencer 
Brook who is said to be a number 
one teacher. That is what we n e e d . " 

Miss Maggie Scanlan of Wyanett, 
who has been attending school in this 
vi l lage since the commencement of the 
fall term, returned home on Sunday. 
She intends to teach a country school 
in the neighborhood of Rock Creek, 
on the St. Paul and Duluth road, this 
winter. 

Will Townsend and Art Woodcock 
came in from Dakota on Saturday. 
Will has been out there al l summer, 
but now that cold weather is ap
proaching he is glad to seek the hos
pitable shelter of the Mille Lacs 
woods. Mr. Woodcock reports the 
lumber business a s picking up a little 
at Prior, where he has a yard. 

We find the following in the St . 
Cloud Journal Press under the head
ing of "Normal Notes : The Star of 
Hope Literary society has reorganized 
with the following list of officers: 
President, Miss Mattie Huntsman; 
secretary, Miss Sadie Chadbourne; 
treasurer, Miss Hattie Pierce. It will 
be observed that woman's rights to 
hold al l the offices carried the day. 

Siberia Goal of Emigrants. 
Russian emigration during 1909 

reached the highest figures In the his
tory of the country, the great major
ity leaving for Siberia, where, It is be
lieved, 500,000 settle annually. 

State News. 
The farmers of Todd county, in 

spite of drought and a large decrease 
in food for cattle, made through their 
farmers'creameries alone last month, 
$68,0OG. 

On Monday morning the first train 
left Duluth over what i s known a s the 
Minnesota divis ion of the S o o rai l 
road for Brooten. Heretofore trains 
have run only from Superior to 
Brooten on this line. 

After accepting the report of the 
special invest igating committee, 
which pictured Chief James R. Canter
bury a s a trusted officer who had 
practiced deception, the oity council 
of Minneapolis , instead of dismissing 
him, unanimously accepted h i s resig
nation, thus g iv ing him, by law, a 
pension of $40 monthly for the rest of 
his life. 

The damage suit of Mrs. Mathilda 
Akerberg against F. A. Mayo, a 
Bemidji druggist, which was on trial 
in the district court at Bemidji several 
days, resulted in a verdict for the 
plaintiff for $3,000., She alleged a 
clerk in the employ of the defendant 
put strychnine into a physician's pre
scription for her son, causing the 
latter's death, when the prescription 
did not call for that drug. The case 
had been in the courts for three years . 

First National Bank I 
of Princeton, Minnesota. I 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 

A General Banking Busi
ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on Approved 
Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres . 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank 
Capital $20,000 

D O M a G « n « r a l Banking Business 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages , 
Insurance, Collections. 

J . J . SKAHEN, 
Cashier. 

Security State Bank 
Princeton, Minnesota 

Capital $32,000 Surplus $4,000 

JOHN W. GOULDING, President G. A. EATON, Cashier 

L. C. HUMMEL 
D*al*s> i n 

Fresh and Salt Meats, Lard, 
Poultry, Fish and Game in Season. 

Both Telephones. 

Main Street , (Opposite Starch Factory.) Princeton, Minn. 

G. H. GOTTWERTH, 
Dealer In 

Prime Meats of Every Variety, 
Poultry, Fish, Etc. 

Highest market prices paid for Cattle ami Hogs. 

Main Street, - - Princeton. 

I Have a Good Floor! 
I i 
g It costs no more to have a smooth floor 3 
g : than it does to be bothered with a cheap ~5 
g~ splintery affair that needs repairing all 3 
E the time. It will pay you to examine our =3 
§E jg 
H Clear Birch, No. i Hard Maple and Quarters 
£E Sawed Western Fir Flooring for Porches 3 
S= and Outside Cellar Doors. 3 

B 
£ 
£ 
£ 

We have a large and select stock on 
hand. Our prices are reasonable and 
our service prompt. We also carry a 
correctly graded stock of everything 
else in lumber 

| PRINCETON LUMBER CO. I 
£ 

GEO. A. COATES, manager 
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Violin Lessons 
Terms Reasonable 

DONALD MARSHALL 
Inquire at Ewing's Music Store or at 

Supt. Marshall's Residence 
111! 1 1 H l H 1 1 

• • A A f t Y S ^ S ^ M E N . WANTED 
l W • • • • £ T ONCE to learn TELEGRAPHY 
MWfM • • • • Greatest demand in years for 
• • • • • • telegraph operators. Salaries 
W W mm $55 to $135. Positions assur-
r^*> " ^ ed. Practice on R. R. wires. 
Can earn board while learning. Catalogue 
FREE. For particulars address 

BARRY'S TELEGRAPH INSTITUTE 
29 16 South 5th St., Minneapolis. 
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PETER MOEGER 

Merchant Tailor 
New fall and winter patterns have 4* 

arrived. Call and inspect them. «fr 

'f Pit guaranteed and prices right T 
* * 
* Repairing - Cleaning - Pressing $ 
* 4» 

* f 
t Main Street, Princeton T 
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