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10RK0FTHES0IMS 
•« 'Ralph" Writes a Pithy Legislative 

Letter in Which He Reviews 

flatters of Importance. 

Governor's Message Dissected—Pre

siding Officers Given Credit for 

Efforts to Expedite Work. 

St. Paul , Jan . 11.—I wish to say 
first, by way of preface, that I have 
undertaken, at the request of R. C. 
Dunn, to furnish the U n i o n during 
she session a letter in which the pro
ceedings of the legislature shall be 
reviewed. My instructions are in 
brief, to supply the readers of the 
U n i o n with as fair and full an ab
stract of the doings of our lawmakers 
a s the space at my disposal will per
mit without prejudice to any interest, 
party or faction. Mr. Dunn tells me 
he Will not attempt to dictate to me 
she views I shall express herein, nor 
even, as in the case of the present 
communication, ask to see my ietter 
before I malt it to the office. Under 
these circumstances it would be mani
festly unfair to hold him responsible 
for either the statements I may make 
or the opinions I may express. On 
my part I shall make this pledge to 
the readers of the U n i o n , that these 
setters shall be written in gooa faith 
with a view to furnishing them with 
reliable information concerning the 
doings of their representatives at 
the state capitol. If 1 go wrong I 
feope it will be attributed rather to my 
failure to fully inform myself, or to 
my poor judgment, than to any wan
ton attempt to deceive those who have 
grown accustomed to look to the 
¥ n I o n for reliable news. 

© © © 
Two things are a constant source of 

surprise to those who have been famil
iar with the opening proceedings of 
Minnesota state legislatures in recent 
years. One is the interest which is 
almost universally taken in what the 
governor will have to say in his 
inaugural message to the legislature, 
and the other the promptness with 
which the public proceeds to forget 
and the legislature to ignore his 
recommendations. There is no ex
ception to this rule this year. At all 
events the bills so far introduced and 
the matters which are the subject of 
general discussion among the mem
bers of the legislature are not gener
ally those on which the governor laid 
much stress. The greater part of the 
message was given up to the discus
sion of an elaborate plan for the re
organization of the executive depart
ments of the state government. There 
is no indication thus far that in this 
matter the governor's recommenda
tions have been taken seriously or 
that any attempt will be made to pro
vide for the numerous bureaus and 
departments he seems to consider 
necessary to insure the orderly con
duct of public business. 

© © © 
Nevertheless, it must not be sup

posed that the governor's message 
was without merit. Indeed, many of 
iiis recommendations deserve great 
consideration, but because their sub
ject matter has long been under con
sideration and the people have be
come awake to the need of legislation 
in regard to them, rather than because 
the governor has called attention to 
such matters as reapportionment, 
good roads and consolidated schools, 
these reforms are likely to receive 
early and earnest consideration. 
Nevertheless, if one is to judge from 
the bills so far introduced, other 
matters than those which the governor 
has in his message made most promi
nent the members of both house and 
senate have first in mind. For in
stance, within the first few days of the 
session at least -four bills had been 
introduced providing that a constitu
tional amendment be submitted look
ing to the adoption of the initiative 
and referendum and the recall, and 
other bills most In evidence were 
those providing for changes of the 
primary law, the adoption of a state 
wide primary, the election of the 
United States senator by a popular 
vote, the adoption of the Oregon plan 
for the people to declare their pref
erence for United States senator, and 
radical and organic reforms of like 
character designed to bring the people 
3n closer touch with the machinery of 
government. 

© © © 
Our executives are no doubt more 

to blame themselves than anyone else 
if their recommendations are not at 
©nee taken up and methodically con
sidered. They have got so much in 
the habit of overloading their mes
sages with irrelevant and immaterial 

matter that few, except those whose 
business compels them to, will take 
the trouble to read them. Instead of 
a message they write a treatise. The 
meat of Governor Eberhart 's recom
mendations, for instance, could have 
been readily compressed within the 
space of a newspaper column. As 
elaborated by him twenty columns 
would not contain them. It is too 
much trouble to peel off the mountain 
of husk to get at the kernel. That 
governor will make a tenstrike who 
inaugurates the needed reform of 
paring down his message to such 
limits that it will be gladly accepted 
and printed by every paper in the 
state, and thus become the familiar 
possession of the people. They will 
see that the recommendations of merit 
such a message contains will be 
enacted into law. 

© © © 
In both houses the presiding officers 

show this year a commendable in
clination to expedite the public busi
ness. The committees of both house 
and senate are evidently framed with 
this design in view. Lieutenant 
Governor Gordon has noticeably had 
the further purpose in the assignments 
he has made of rendering- it impos
sible to charge him, as it has been 
charged to some of his predecessors, 
that senate committees have been 
packed with a view to defeating or 
forwarding legislation at the behest 
of what are known as " the interests ." 
Senators supposed to be in the conB-
dence of these interests have been 
patently discriminated against and 
senators who have aligned themselves 
with the progressive movement have 
been shown special favor. Mr. 
Gordon has played up to the people 
and it is plain that he was more con
cerned in securing their commendation 
than that he should make smooth his 
own way. It is generally thought 
that in so emphatically turning down 
the old senatorial combine he has 
courted trouble for himself. The men 
who composed it are shrewd and re
sourceful and adept in all political 
arts. Without openly antagonizing 
the lieutenant governor they may be 
depended upon covertly to set 
stumbling blocks in his way and to 
attempt to hamper the success of his 
administration. 

© © © 
There was talk indeed of open re

volt. Democratic co-operation was 
relied upon to bring the lieutenant 
governor to his senses. But that has 
simmered away. The fact is that in 
general throughout the state the 
character of the committees appointed 
by Mr. Gordon have met with out
spoken, even enthusiastic, approval. 
If he has done wrong at all it is in 
being too progressive. For instance, 
it was not necessary, it is said, in 
order to make the railroad committee 
a fair one to put a railroad baiter 
at the head of it. The displacement 
of General Wilson as head of the 
judiciary committee is generally de
plored. Mr. Gordon's defense is that 
he could not give Hennepin county 
two leading chairmanships. He had 
decided that it was entitled to that of 
the committee on taxes and tax laws 
awarded Carl Wallace. The chair
manship of the committee on ju
diciary simply had to go elsewhere. 
Mauy think that if a change had to be 
made Senator Gunderson should have 
been selected. At all events I have 
failed to find anyone enthusiastic 
about Senator Putnam's appointment 
to what, so far as expediting public 
business is concerned, is the most im
portant of the senatorial committees. 

© © © 
There has in some quarters been 

criticism of the temperance committee 
appointed by Lieutenant Governor 
Gordon on the ground that it is not 
representative of temperance senti
ment in the senate. All but two of 
its members are said to favor the pas
sage of a county option law, while it 
is well known that a majority of the 
senate are against the passage of such 
a measure. The charge is that the 
committee is stacked. 

© © © 
This charge might have weight were 

it not for the exceptional circum
stances of Mr. Gordon's election. He 
owes his place not to the senate but to 
the people, and is responsible only to 
them. He was pledged to the people 
that he would appoint just such a tem
perance committee as he has 
appointed. As Mr. Gordon says, he is 
a plain man accustomed to contem
plate keeping any promises he makes. 
He could not disregard this pledge 
repeatedly given to the people and 
maintain his self respect. If he had 
done other than he had he would not 
have the face to meet them again. 

© © © 
There is one thing that specially im-

(Contlnued on Page 4») 

BRYSON RE-ELECTED 
At Its Annual Meeting the Fair Asso

ciation Again Confers Presi

dency on Mr. Bryson. 

5 . Briggs Resigns the Treasurer-

ship and C. A. Jack is Elected 

to Fill the Position. 

On Tuesday afternoon, at the office covering, as it does, the entire county, 
of M. S. Rutherford & Co., was held 
the annual meeting of the Mille Lacs ' n e proceedings of the county board 
County Agricultural association and 
the following members were elected to ° f t n e taw governing such matters is 
constitute a board of directors for the 
year 1911: 

Andrew Bryson, president; Frank 
Goulding, vice president; C. A. Jack, 
treasurer; I ra G. Stanley, secretary; 
S. S. Petterson, J . J . Skahen, G. A. 
Eaton. 

The association showed its good 
sense in re-electing Andrew Bryson official county paper 
president. To Mr. Bryson is due the 
fact that the fair grounds were so well 
arranged last year—he personally 
supei intended and assisted in the im- gram will be rendered by the choir 
provements that were then made. As 
further improvements on a larger 
scale are contemplated for this year it of the organization of the choir, which 
is well that Mr. Bryson was re- at this time is one of the best in the 
elected, for the association can depend northwest, consisting of 35 members. 
upon him to see that the work is 
properly executed. 

L. S. Briggs resigned as treasurer 
of the society in consequence of not 
being able to devote time to the duties 
required. He has, however, been re
placed by another good man, C. A. 
Jack. The re-election of Ira G. Stan
ley as secretary will meet with the 
approval of every one. I ra attends 
strictly to the duties of his office and 
no better man could be found for the 
position. 

The financial statement of the as
sociation was presented by Treasurer 
Biiggs and accepted. It gwes the re
ceipts and expenditure of the associa
tion from the date of its organization 
to January 10, 1911, and shows a cash 
balance in the tteasury of $94.08. 
The report follows: 
1910 RECEIPTS 
July 8, from old association 
Sept 15 from s ta te 
Sepr 16, from sale of privileges . . 
Sept 16, from 1492 t ickets sold 
Sep t 17, from 1604 t icke ts sold 
Sept 17 from sale of privileges 
Sept 17, entrance fees, hor^e races 
Oct 4, money borrowed 
Dec 1, donated 

$ 479 12 
450 25 
40 00 

373 00 
401 00 
34 00 
99 50 

a?o 00 
138 00 

Total receipts . $2364 87 
1910 DISBURSEMENTS 
July 8 to Nov 19, paid orders No 1 to 

62 inclusive $1734 29 
Sept 21 to Dec 61, premiums paid as 

awarded 476 50 

Total disbursements 

Cash balance, J a n 10, 1911 

32270 79 

$ 94 08 

Obtaining Money Under False Pretenses. 
Will Farwell, whose home was for

merly at Spencer Brook, was brought 
before Justice Dickey on Saturday 
morning charged with obtaining 
money under false pretenses and, upon 
promise to make good, the case was 
remanded until Monday. At that time 
Farwell, failing to keep his promise, 
was bound over to the grand jury. 
The history of the case is as follows: 

Last April Farwell borrowed $27.50 
from J. J . Skahen, giving as security 
a mortgage on two horses and two 
head of cattle. When the note became 
due Mr. Skahen sought to collect it 
and then discovered that Farwell had 
lefc Spencer Brook for parts un
known. He also received information 
that Farwell was not possessed either 
of the horses or cattle at the time he 
borrowed the money—in fact that he 
owned no property. 

Princeton on Saturday. Yesterday 
morning Farwell was taken to the 

Continuous Electric Service 
At its last meting the village council 

decided to inaugurate on February 1 
a day electric service in addition to 
the night service and has ordered a 
number of motors, flat irons and fans 
for the convenience of patrons. An 
electric motor is a very useful piece of 
mechanism—you touch a button and 
the power is at your command. Elec
tric flat irons, and fans in the torrid 
season, will also be welcomed. Many 
towns the size of, or smaller than 
Princeton have had day electric ser
vice for years. 

of Superintendent Randall from $100 
per month to $125. Mr. Randall is a 
first-class electrician and is fully de
serving of the advance in salary. 

Union the Offllclal Paper. 
On Friday the county commission

ers opened and considered the bids 
for publishing the proceedings of the 
board, the financial statement, delin-

j quent tax list and other legal notices 

for 1911 and, by a unanimous vote, 
awarded the contract to the Princeton 
U n i o n . The U n i o n ' s bid tyas 50 
per cent of legal rates. Last year 
the U n i o n received full legal rates, 
but its bid included the furnishing of 
supplements to the Milaca Times, 
Onamia Lake Breeze and Wahkon 
Enterprise. This year no supple
ments will be furnished to any paper, 
so that the amount of compensation 
will be practically the same as in 1910. 
The U n i o n ' s extensive circulation, 

will, however, give broad publicity to 

as contemplated by law. The sense 

that a reliable paper with the lar
gest bona fide circulation should be 
selected in which to publish the pro
ceedings of the board and other coun
ty notices. Hence it cannot be said 
that the commissioners did not act for 
the benefit of the greatest number in 
their selection of the U n i o n as the 

$ Special Choral Program. 
At the Methodist church next Sun* 

day evening a special musical pro-

under the direction of Mrs. C. A. 
Caley. This will be the anniversary 

And it has been brought to its pres
ent state of excellence by the untiring 
efforts of Mrs. C. A. Caley. During 
the past year the choir paid its own 
expenses and has contributed $50 to
ward the maintenance of the church 
for the year 1911. Everyone is cor
dially invited to attend the choral ser
vice at the church on Sunday evening 
next. The musical program is here
under gi?en: 
Hymn— All Hail the Power of Jesus' 

Name' Congregation 
Anthem Choir 
Solo Claud Briggs 
Mixed Quartet Verna Townsend E\a 

Ross Charles Harmon Claud Briggs 
Piano Solo Miss Addie Iiundquist 
Solo and Chorus Miss Eva Koss 
Anthem Choir 
Hymn Caledonia 

Mrs Ewing and Miss Addie Lundquist 
Accompanisis 

Mrs C A Caley, Director 

House Committees Appointed. 
The house committees were an

nounced on Tuesday morjbing by 
Speaker H. H. Dunn and the assign-
m f̂csf show that the. members, from the 
northern part of the state have re-
Ifeei.ed fair treatment. There is no 
doubt that Mr. Dunn has performd 
his difficult task in an able manner 
and that he has organized the house 
effectively for constructive work. 
The chairmen of the leading com
mittees appointed by Speaker Dunn 
are as follows: Appropriations, L. 
C. Spooner of Morris; elections, L. 
D. Brown of Little Falls; forestry, 
T. U. Ferguson of Barker; judiciary, 
Thomas Kneeland of Minneapolis; 
public lands, C. H. Warner of Aitkin; 
reapportionment., C. A. Congdon 
of Duluth; roads and bridges, C. W. 
Bouck of Royal ton: taxes and tax 
laws, K. C. Dunn of Princeton; tem
perance, F. L. Palmer of Minne
apolis. ^ 

Slater-Moore 
Miss Clarabelle Moore, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Moore of Prince
ton, and Ray Slater of Carlyle, 
Mont., were quietly married at Miles 
City, Mont., on January 5. Miss 
Moore went to Montana two years ago 
and filed on a claim. She had a 
shanty built on the claim and lived 
there. The land is said to be as good 
as any in the state of Montana. Mr. 
Slater is a son of Chas. Slater, and 
he also has a good claim in Montana. 

Sheriff Sbockley was thereupon put Both young people were raised in 
Princeton, where they have many 

___ „ _ « „ . *.„^ friends who wish them happiness. 
sheriff pounced upon him near Lake They are also great favorites with the 
City last week and brought him to young people of Carlyle. 

Dorcas Society Sapper. 
The ladies of the Dorcas society of 

Hennepin county jail for safe keeping the Congregational church will give a 
until court convenes on January 23. 25-cent supper from 5:30 to 8 p. m., at 

the home of W. H. Ferrell, on Thurs
day evening, January 19 The ladies 
hope for a liberal patronage, as there 
will be plenty of food. Every one 
come to supper. 

Later in the evening, at the same 
place, will be held the annual busi
ness meeting of the church. All the 
members and congregation are 
asked to be present. 

Flue Young Horses. 
I have some fine horses at my barn 

—sound, young animals suitable for 
farm or general purpose work. You 

„ will probably never again be able to 
The council has raised the salary obtain horses of this sort at so low a 
r e j_i. ^- .^,- . , .. . price as these are being offered for. 

Call at the barn and size them up. 
3-tfc Aulger Rines. 

Hall Bros. Bay Milaca Bank 
Last week Hall Bros, of Foley pur

chased the Milaca State bank, which 
has a capital stock of $30,000." This 
makes three banks now owned by the 
Halls, the other two being the First 
National bank of Foley and 
Foreston State bank. 

THE m m DEATHS 
Adon E. Whitney Passes Away at 

Seattle Following an Opera

tion for Appendicitis. 

f i rs . John Orton of Elk River and the 

Aged Father of John Dalchow 

Called to the Beyond. 

Adon E. Whitney died at Seattle on 
Saturday morning, January 7, fol
lowing an operation for appendicitis. 
He had apparently recovered from the 
effects of the operation when he 
suffered a relapse from which he 
failed to rally. On October 31 he left 
Princeton for Seattle, thinking that 
a change of climate might improve his 
health. At that time he had been 
suffering for over a year with 
Brlght 's disease and was also suffer
ing from chronic appendicitis, and 
Dr. Cooney stated a while before he 
left that he could not possibly live 
over six months whether he made a 
change of climate or not. 

Adon E. Whitney was the oldest 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Whitney. 
He was born in Foreston on January 
23, 1885, and attended the public 
schools in Princeton. He was em
ployed as deputy county auditor of 
Mille Lacs county under his father for 
several years and upon his father's 
resignation from office was appointed 
auditor to fill the unexpired term. 
Sickness, however, compelled him to 
resign his position before the term ex
pired. He was married on January 
20, 1909, to Miss Lenertz, who, with 
one child, survives him. He also 
leaves his father, mother, and a 
brother and sister, Leon and Edna. 
Adon had many friends in Princeton 
who will be sorry to learn of his 
demise. 

John Dalchow, Sr 
County Commissioner John Dalchow 

returned on Monday from Silver 
Lake, McLeod county, where he at
tended the funeral of his father, who 
had reached the ripe old age of 85 
years. Mr. Dalchow is survived by 
his wife, three sons—John and Henry 
of Bogus Brook and* Albert of Water-
town—and two daughters. He had 
neVer~6een sickfin'&is life ufitil taken 
to his bed a day or so before his 
death. He served in the First Minne
sota regiment during the civil war 
and participated in many battles. 
He had lived on the homestead where 
he died for 57 years. Mr. Dalchow 
was one of the sturdy German 
pioneers who contributed his share 
toward the upbuilding of this great 
state of Minnesota and who voluntari-
ily enlisted in the army when his 
adopted country was in peril. 

Mrs. John Orton 
Mrs. John Orton died at the home 

of her daughter in St. Cloud on Fri
day night, January 6, from pneu
monia. She had been on a visit to 
Park Rapids and on her return trip 
stopped over in St. Cloud. She was 
63 years of age and leaves a hus
band, five sons and two daughters. 
Mrs. Orton was at one time a resident 
of Princeton, leaving here over 30 
years ago. S. M. Orton, Mr. and 
Mrs. N. G. Orton and Walter Brown 
and daughter, Mrs. John Fryhling, 
were in attendance at the funeral, 
which was held on Monday afternoon 
from the family residence at Elk 
River. 

Mrs Russell, Philanthropist. Dead. 
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Russell died at 

her home in Minneapolis on Monday 
morning, aged 78 years. She descend
ed from New England stock and par
ticipants in the revolution on both 
sides. Her youth was passed at Ash-
burnham, Mass., where she taught in 
the public schools. She was a nurse 
in the civil war, where she adminis
tered to the wants of the union 
soldiers until hostilities ceased. She 
established the Russell coffee house 
in Minneapolis and one of her notable 
acts was the furnishing of a coffee 
wagon and sending it to fires, es
pecially in the winter time, so that 
the firemen might have something 
warm to drink. She was a successful 
business woman who expended much 
of her money in charitable work. It 
is estimated that she gave away dur
ing her lifetime not less than $50,000. 
Her purse and time were always at 
the disposal of worthy causes. 

A Fire and a Fire Scare. 
Fire, resulting supposedly from a 

defective chimney, destroyed the 
dwelling house owned and occupied 
by Henry Marshall in north Prince
ton on Thursday afternoon of last 
week. The fire laddies did good work 
but the building, being of wood, 
burned rapidly and their efforts to 
save the structure proved futile. With 
the help of neighbors, Mr. Marshall 
succeeded in saving his furniture. An 

insurance of $300 was carried on 
the building in one of the companies 
represented by Guy Ewing. "* -

On Friday morning at 9 o'clock 
Claude Briggs was thawing out the 
cylinder in the family well by means 
of kerosene, rags and a match. He 
touched off the kerosene-soaked r ag 
which was wrapped around the 
cylinder and the flames shot upward 
higher than he anticipated. A pail of 
water would have extinguished the 
"conflagration," but Claude became 
excited and turned in an alarm. Be
fore the department arrived at the 
house the fire had been put out. The 
damage was estimated at 10 cents. 

Mrs. E. M Sinclair Surprised. 
While Mrs. Sinclair was engaged 

in her usual daily dusting of the 
household furniture on Friday she 
was summoned to the front door by 
the ringing of the bell. And there a 
great surprise awaited her—18 ladies 
were clamoring for admittance. They 
were all old friends of hers, of course, 
and, carrying packages of various 
shapes and sizes, they rushed into the 
house and took possession thereof. 
Mrs. Sinclair had almost forgotten 
that it was her 70th birthday anni
versary but her friends had not, and 
they proposed that the event should 
be appropriately celebrated. They 
unpacked their parcels and produced 
all sorts of good things to eat—ice 
cream, cake, etc.—and proceeded to 
set the table and make coffee. A most 
pleasant time followed and during 
the afternoon cards were played and 
Mrs. Sinclair was presented with 
many pretty remembrances of her 
birthday anniversary. 

In all there were 18 ladies present 
including four from Milaca, Mes-
dames Tufty, Davis, Van Rhee and 
Norcross. 

Mrs. Sinclair tells the U n i o n that 
it was one of the most enjoyable 
events of her life—that it was a sur
prise in the true sense of the word. 
She had no idea, whatsoever, that the 
ladies had planned such a treat for 
her. 

A Scientific Match 
Fred Hass and Ben Pavelka, cham

pion Bohemian wrestler of America, 
entered the arena at the armory on 
Tuesday night for a finish match—best 
two out oiJbhr.ee Jai ls* All_wJho wit
nessed tbe contest agree that it was 
the most skillful match ever pulled 
off in Princeton. Both men were in 
the pink of condition, and both are 
giants so far as muscular develop
ment is concerned, but Pavelka is the 
heaviest of the two, and to this is 
attributed his victory. Hass, how
ever, gave him one of the liveliest 
tussles he had ever been up against. 
The contestants were as sinuous as 
eels and had been tussling with one 
another for more than 29 minutes 
when Favelka obtained his first fall. 
As fresh as ever, apparently, they went 
at it again and Pavelka succeeded in 
gecting another fall in 19 minutes. 
This ended the match. Mr. Pavelka 
is a gentlemanly young fellow and 
put up a good, clean contest. He 
gives Fred Hass much credit, saying 
he is one of the most formidable op
ponents he ever tackled. 

A couple of preliminary bouts were 
pulled off, one between Lewis King 
and Young Briggs, in which the 
former won, and another between two 
boys—Trunk and Wylie—which proved 
a draw. 

Throws Two in One Night. 
Fred Hass went to Bird Island last 

week to wrestle Ed Kromet. I t took 
Fred but a short time to throw him 
and after that Kromet weakened—at 
any rate he refused to tackle Fred for 
the second bout. Fred was conse-

tbe winner. Then 
Waubay, S. D., 

- challenged 
was posted, 
of this man 
twice in 

would be 
some of the 

quently declared 
a wrestler from 
—Chas. Keillor -
and $20 a side 
made short work 
throwing him 
succession. Fred 

to meet 

Hass 
Fred 
also, 
rapid 
much, 
more 

strenuous wrestlers which congregate 
at Bird Island—the last two proved a 
snap for him. 

Harry Prat t of Zimmerman refereed 
the matches and J . H. Heffner of 
the same place was also present. 

Frinceton Hotel Gutted. 
Shortly after 12 o'clock on Monday 

night an alarm of fire was turned in 
from the Princeton hotel, owned and. 
occupied by Chas. A. Grow. The de
partment put forth its best efforts to 
save the building but it was complete
ly gutted before the flames could be -*-
subdued. A few articles were re
moved from the house but most of the 
furniture was ruined. The fire is 
supposed to have originated from a 
defective or overheated chimney. An 
insurance of $1,200 was carried on the 
building and $1,000 on the furniture-
in one of the companies represented 
by J . J . Skahen. The building was 
probably worth $3,000. 
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