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Convocation of Canterbury 
Has Undertaken to Ab

breviate Them 

THE religious world is awaiting 
in suspense the fate of a rev
olutionary proposal to blue pen
cil the Ten Commandments on 

the ground that they are too gar
rulous, which will be considered at the 
convocation of Canterbury by the 
chiefs of the Chuich of England. To 
the great body of Christian communi
cants of all sects the Ten Command
ments were written by the finger of 
God, were the foundation of a cove
nant between him and his people and 
were placed in the ark as the testi
mony or revelation of his will. 

Some bitterness was provoked at the 
last session of the convocation by the 
offer of a motion to abbreviate the 
Decalogue. In the end the Very Rev. 
"William Mordaunt Furneaux, dean of 
Winchester, was appointed to prepare 
an abridgment to be submitted to his 
colleagues. 

One of the first among the dignita
ries of the Protestant Episcopal church 
of the United States to express an 
opinion on the proposal was Bishop 
Charles D. Williams of Detroit. He 
not only approved taking a short cut 
with the commandments, as suggest
ed, but recommended in addition that 
the fourth commandment be brought 
up to date so as to make it conform 
with modern geological theories. 

"I don't believe there is any person 
nowadays," Bishop Williams is quot
ed as saying, "who believes the Lord 
created the heavens and earth in six 
days, and that is my reason for favor
ing an abridgment of the fourth com
mandment " 

Some Opinions. 
The modern Christians have as much 

right to revise the Bible as had St. 
Faul, St. John and the general coun
cils of the church is the opinion ascrib 
ed to the Right Rev. William M. 
Brown of the Episcopal diocese of Lit
tle Rock, Ark 

The Right Rev. Charles Palmerston 
Anderson, bishop of the Episcopal dio
cese of Chicago, suggests that Christ's 
summary of the Decalogue, to be 
found in the Book of Common Prayer, 
should bo substituted for the full Ten 
Commandments in churches in which 
the holy communion is administered 
at U\o services in a single day. 

The Right Rev. Boyd Vincent, bish
op of the diocese of southern Ohio, 
fa\ois the idea of simplifying the Dec
alogue to shorten the church service. 

Piofessor Blodgett of the General 
Seminary of the Episcopal Church 
thinks the suggestion of abbreviating 
the Ten Commandments to shorten the 
church service is in line with the more 
scholarly \iews of the original Deca
logue 

But there are leaders within and 
without the Episcopal church who bit
terly oppose any attempt to lop off 
even a word of the Ten Command
ments The very suggestion raised a 
storm of protest from these. 

Not since the fifteenth century, when 
Martin Luther, "the founder of Prot
estant en llizatlon," nailed his ninety-
five theses to the door of Wittenberg 
church, has there been such a tempest 
of religious disputation Luther hurl
ed his theses against "the senseless 
gabble" of those who would change 
the forms of the church. Editors and 
preachers are inveighing now against 
what thev call the "senseless gabble" 
of those who would change the com
mands written by the very finger of 
God 

Plan Denounced. 
Prom cleigymon everywhere came 

indignant denunciations of the plan to 
abridge the Decalogue The columns 
of the religious press flamed forth viv
id protests One said that the bishops 
had proposed to "blue pencil the Ten 
Commandments" The Signs of the 
Times, a icligions paper published in 
California, printed a whole page of 
•protest headed, "Revising the Law of 
the Most nigh," with a cartoon pictur
ing a bishop holding the Bible at arm's 
length and with a pair of scissors la-

Clergy of This Country Pro» 
test Strongly Against 

Abridgment 
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beled "unbelief" cutting the leaves 
from the holy book, which lie strewn 
upon the floor like the leaves from a 
tree in autumn. 

Another religious editor hurled this 
at the bishops in America and Eng
land, "Preach the Ten Commandments 
instead of revising them." 

Again, the editor of a religious pa
per wrote waggishly, paraphrasing 
Kipling, "These bishops would better 
go somewhere east of Suez, where 
there ain't no Ten Commandments." 

The Christian Evangelist said: "It is 
a difficult thing to edit an ancient 
code. Obeying the spirit of the Deca
logue is just as easy now as it would 
be in an abbreviated form. Better let 
it stand." 

The Congregationalist and Christian 
World said, "The proposal to shorten 
the text of some of the Ten Com
mandments as given in the twentieth 
chapter of Exodus for liturgical uses 
in the Anglican church has occasioned 
alarm." 

The Right Rev. Daniel S. Turtle of 
St. Louis, bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal church in Missouri, declared 
that there was no need for any change 
in the Decalogue. "It has been in use 
in its present form in our church for 
the last 300 years, and I would oppose 
any move to abridge it," he said. 

Bishop David H. Greer of the Epis
copal diocese of New York said, "Such 
a change as proposed in the Ten Com
mandments is not desired here." 

The Signs of the Times denounced 
Bishop Williams and the other bishops 
who would shorten the Decalogue as 
"emissaries of the devil." 

The Proposed Changes. 
The proposal of the convocation of 

Canterbury and of certain bishops in 
America is to abridge the first, second, 
third, fourth and tenth command
ments. The fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth and ninth would be left un
changed. 

The first commandment would be 
shortened to, "Thou shalt not have 
any other gods before me." In the 
original it reads: 

"I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me." 

The second commandment would be 
shortened to the nine words, "Thou 
shalt not make to thyself any graven 
image." 

In the original this commandment is 
composed of three verses, as follows: 

"Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. 

"Thou sbalt not bow down thyself to 
them nor foerve them, for I, the Lord 
thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the chil
dren unto the third and fourth genera
tions of them that hate me. 

"And showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me and keep my 
commandments." 

The fourth commandment would be 
shortened to, "Remember that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath day." 

In the original it has four verses, as 
follows 

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. 

"Six days shalt thou labor and do all 
thy work. 

"But the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 
the stranger that is within thy gates. 

"For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day, 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab
bath day and hallowed i t " 

The tenth commandment would 
read, "Thou shalt not covet." In the 
original it is one long verse: 

"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
house; thou shalt not covet thy neigh
bor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor anything that is thy neighbor's." 

WOULD TAX SPINSTERS. 

Dr. Downing Would Also Penalize 
Wives Who Are Childless. 

Mrs. Charlotte Smith of Boston want
ed to tax bachelors, but the Massa
chusetts legislature didn't see it that 
way. Now Dr. Bertha C. Downing 
of Worcester calls for a tax on un
married women and childless wives. 

Mrs. Smith's argument was that the 
men are selfish and will not assume 
matrimonial cares. Dr. Downing be
lieves that Women should wed, also 
that they should have children, espe
cially women whose husbands are well 
able to support a family. 

"The increase in luxury," she said, 
"pre\ ents many from marrying at all." 

Dr. Downing also blames the tend
ency to intellectuality among women 
for the lack of marriages. Her tax, 
she says, v.ould make a girl hesitate 
before she decided to reject an eligible 
suitor for the sake of her books and 
single blessedness. 

SHAW ON THE GOOD MAN. 

Says He Is Rarely Recognized and 
Generally Crucified. 

Discussing the future of the human 
race and its artificial improvement, 
George Bernard Shaw said: 

"But what sort of men and women 
do you want? You have not the slight
est idea. If you say you want a good 
man you don't know what a good man 
is. We rarely recognize him when he 
does come in our midst. He is gener
ally crucified. In current society the 
man of the future would be a wicked 
man. The woman of the future would 
certainly be wicked." 

Chinese Parliament Building. 
Work has begun on the building of 

the palace of the future Chinese par
liament at Peking. The structures are 
modeled after those of the Belgian par
liament. The toal cost -will be $1,300,-
000. Mr. Klein, a German, ia the ar
chitect. 

Bleeding Mexico. 
Age long injustice, the might of the 

aiighty over the poverty of the poor, is 
responsible for the deplorable condi
tions in bleeding Mexico. The vast 
majority of the population of the re
public immediately south of us belong 
to the peon class, the day laborers, the 
agricultural workers, whose wage pit
tance is so small that they are little 
better off—perhaps worse off in some 
respects—than the serf of the middle 
ages, who belonged to the land, went 
with the land when it was transferred 
from one baron to another and stayed 
with it till he died, when he was bur
ied in i t There is a sort of civiliza
tion in Mexico, but it belongs to the 
upper ten. The lower hundred is far 
below the so called lower classes of 
the United States in intelligence, edu
cation and opportunity. 

The Maderists, the men who are 
fighting with Francisco Madero, whom 
Senor Limantour dubs a "dreamer," 
are in the struggle with the hope that 
it may culminate in the establishment 
of the principle of the greatest good to 
the greatest number. In other words, 
they are fighting for the democracy as 
opposed to the aristocracy. While Por-
flrio Diaz, formerly the apparently per
petual president, has done many good 
things for his country, his rule has 
been that of the mail clad fist, not of 
the velvet glove. He has ruled Mexico 
for the upper class, for the privileges 
of property, giving comparatively little 
heed to the rights of the submerged 
seven-tenths. 

The revolutionists do not appear to 
have made any unusual demands. The 
affair in Mexico has been more of a 
strike than a war. The leaders seem 
to be imbued with the American idea 
of democracy, of justice, and with an 
earnest desire to establish on Mexican 
soil a real republic modeled actually 
and not merely apparently after the 
United States. If the average Mexican 
had not been downtrodden and kept in 
subjection for years, so that he is ig
norant and careless of his rights, the 
rebel armies would have hundreds of 
thousands of men instead of only hun
dreds. On the other hand, President 
Diaz would have soldiers enough to 
make a dignified and formidable fight 
against the insurrectos if the lower 
classes had not been kept down so low. 

ROBERTUS LOVE. 

"The Only Genuine Cromwell Head" 
Is the caption in an English paper. 
How many heads did Oliver have, by 
the way? 

In the spring a young man's fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of—baseball. 

Millionaires Slow Pay. 
Colonel E. H. R. Green, son of Hetty, 

Is authority for the statement that 
poor persons or those of modest means 
pay their bills more promptly than do 
the rich. He says he never worries 
about getting rent from tenants of or
dinary means, but that the poorest 
tenant of the Green estate, from one 
point of view, is a millionaire. He is a 
poor tenant because he cannot be in
duced to pay his rent promptly. Re
cently Colonel Green made a trip to 
St. Louis to collect rents from tenants 
in a house belonging to his mother 
who had had no bills presented for six 
months, and he found them not only 
willing but anxious to pay. But there 
were no millionaires in the building. 

I t Is a fact well known to merchants 
and other business men at summer re
sorts that many of the wealthy people 
who sojourn there temporarily have a 
habit of going away without paying 
their bills. They do not try to "beat" 
the tradesmen. They intend to p a y -
when they get ready—and as a rule 
they do pay, but frequently they let 
their bills run along until the next 
year. They are not dishonest They 
are merely inconsiderate. Having plen
ty of money themselves, they fail to 
consider the fact that other persons 
may be in need of money. If they 
could only practice the "put yourself 
In his place" theory a little they might 
pay up more promptly. 

Then, again, there are rich persons 
who are constantly hard up for cash in 
hand. Their investments tie up their 
money, and they are "poor" for months 
at a time. This sometimes Is the rea
son the rich let their bills run. 

If Lo, the poor Indian, had been an 
astute real estate man he might own 
the earth by this time, but Lo lacked 
the paleface business ability. Up to 
three centuries ago every American 
Indian owned the whole country, but 
it never occurred to one of them to 
claim a particular part of it for him
self. 

Congressman Victor Berger of Mil
waukee mentions the constitution of 
the United States as "a venerable and 
outworn document." The constitution 
Is venerable, no doubt, but It can 
stand a good deal more of wear and 
tear before it becomes outworn. 

Edwin Markham says that for twelve 
years he has lived chiefly from the 
sales of his poetry and that he is not 
in debt Evidently poetry does pay in 
bis case, but maybe he's an economical 
sun . 

NORTHWESTERN HOSPITAL 
AND SANITARIUM. 

(ESTABLISHED 1900) 

A private institution which combines all the 
advantages of a perfectly equipped hospital 
with the quiet and comfort of a refined and 
elegant home Modern in every respect No 
Insane, contagious or other objectionable cases 
received Rates are as low as the most effi
cient treatment and the best trained nursing 
will permit. 

H. C. COONEY, M. D., 
riedical Director, 

FLORENCE H JOHNSTON. Superintendent 
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1 Violin Lessons i 
Terms Reasonable 

DONALD MARSHALL! 
Inquire at Ewing's Music Store or at T 

Supt Marshall's Residence T 
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The Pet i t ion Was Granted. 
Twenty years ago in Alabama 

divorced persons could not marry 
again without separately obtaining 
the leave of the court. This petition 
prayed that Judge H. A. Sharpe 
would grant the privilege of remar
riage to an old negro, whose wife had 
tired of his company and had secured 
a divorce. In the divorce decree 
Judge Sharpe had granted that privi
lege to the complaining wife, but not 
to the respondent. The old negro, 
whose name was Samuel Rice, secured 
the services of Jabez B. Parker of 
Mobile, then one of the most eminent 
lawyers in the state. He drew up 
Rice's petition to the court in the 
following form: 

"Ex parte, Samuel Rice. To the 
Honourable H. A. Sharpe, judge of 
the city court of Birmingham, in 
equity: Your petitioner, Samuel 
Rice, of Mobile, Ala., would deferen
tially represent that on the 10th day 
of January, in the year of grace 1891, 
your honour dissolved the connubial 
ties theretofore existing between peti
tioner and his consort, Annie Rice, 
granting: her divorce a vinculo matri
monii, with the beatific privilege 
thereto annexed of marrying again, a 
privilege, it goes without saying, she 
availed herself of with an alacrity of 
spirit and a fastidious levity dis
daining pursuit. On this vital point, 
your honour extended to petitioner, 
however, only the charity of your 
silence. Petitioner has found in his 
own experience a trustful exemplifica
tion of Holy Scripture that it is not 
well for man to be alone, and, seeing 
an inviting opportunity to superbly 
ameliorate his forlorn condition by a 
second nuptial venture, he finds him
self circumvallated by an Oss-Pelion 
obstacle which your honour alone has 
power to remove. His way of life 
rapidly verging on the sere and yel
low leaf; the fruits and flowers of love 
all going; the worm, the canker, and 
the grief in sight, with none to love 
and none to caress him, petitioner 
feels an indescribable yearning to 
plunge his adventurous prow once 
more into the bevexed waters of the 
sea of connubiality. Wherefore, 
other refuge having none, and wholly 
trusting to the tender benignity and 
sovereign discretion of your honour, 
petitioner humbly prays that in view 
of the accompanying flats of a great 
crowd of reputable citizens giving him 
a phenomenally good name and fair 
name, you will have compassion on 
him and relieve him of the mortifying 
hymenal disability under which his 
existence has become a burden, by 
awarding him the like privilege of 
marrying again, thus granting him a 
happy issue out of the Red Sea trou
ble, into which pitiless fate has 
whelmed him. For comforting as is 
the velvety touch of an angel's palm 
to the fever-racked brow, and sooth
ing as the strains of an -32olian harp 
when swept by the fingers of the night 
wind; and, dear as are those ruddy 
drops which visit these sad hearts of 
ours, and swept as sacramental wine 
to dying lips, more comforting and 
soothing, dearer and sweeter still it 
is, when life's fitful fever is ebbing 
to its close, to pillow one's aching 
head on some fond wifely bosom and 
breathe one's life out gently there. 
And, as in duty bound to attain the 
possibility of compassing such a 
measureless benediction, petitioner 
will pray without ceasing, in accents 
loud and earnest as ever issued from 
celibatarian lips. Samuel Rice, peti
t ioner." 

It scarcely need be added that the 
court granted the petition without de
lay. 

Farm Loans. 
If your farm is for sale at reason

able price list it with Robt. H. King 
and he will find a buyer. 

First National Bank j 
of Princeton, Minnesota. X 

Paid up Capital, $30,000 % 

A General Banking Busi
ness Transacted. 

Loans Made on Approved 
Security. 

Interest Paid on Time De
posits. 

Foreign and Domestic Ex
change. 

S. S. PETTERSON, President. 
T. H. CALEY, Vice Pres. 
J. F. PETTERSON, Cashier. 

M. M. Stroeter will conduct farm auctions either on commission 
or by the day. 

Princeton State Bank j 
Capital $20,000 

D o e s a G«n*rav i-Banking Business 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 

Farm Mortgages, 
Insurance, Collections. 

J . J . SKAHEN, 
Cashier. 
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Security State Bank 
Princeton, Minnesota 

Capital $32,000 Surplus $4,000 

JOHN W. GOULDING, President G. A. EATON, Cashier 
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t Farm Loans Farm Lands i 

ricMHlan & Stanley 
Successors to 

II. S. RUTHERFORD & CO. 
Princeton, Minnesota 

We Handle the Great Northern Railway Co. Lands 

I Have a Good Floorf 
g: It costs no more to have a smooth floor 3 
£: than it does to be bothered with a cheap 3 
5~ splintery affair that needs repairing all 3 
£ the time. It will pay you to examine our 3 

E Clear Birch, No. 1 Hard Maple and Quarter =3 

H Sawed Western Fir Flooring for Porches 3 

E and Outside Cellar Doors. =1 

We have a large and select stock on 
hand. Our prices are reasonable and 
our service prompt. We also carry a 
correctly graded stock of everything 
else in lumber 

I PRINCETON LUMBER CO. | 
Ej GEO. A. COATES, Hanager 3 
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The Shoe Bill is Big Enough 
V^T'HEN the money is as wisely spent as 

it possibly could be it takes enough 
money, goodness knows, to shoe the house
hold without wasting any experimenting, be
cause you are experimenting unless you are 
dealing in certainties. Yes, there are such 
things as shoe certainties. "We can show 
them to you any day. You are wise if you 
deal in shoe certainties, and to do that you 
have but to make a practice of coming here 
for all your needs in footwear. 

Yours truly, 

Solomon Long 
The Princeton Boot and Shoe Man 


