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Big Special Easter Sale of Ready-Made Dressii 

9 SATURDAY 
to We Will Place on Sale the Finest Line of Ladies' 
V Ready-Made Dresses. 

to The Finest Dresses Ever Shown Here 

to Special Display Saturday at 
to Special Prices 
Jj- The Largest Line of the Finest Styles of Ladies' Spring 
to Coats Ever Shown Here. 
to , 

•{• Specials During This Week 
to 

• i j ^ e s s a ^ n e Silks, all colors, per yard "JQC 

\f/ Ladies' Parasols, splendid values g j c 

*jf 100 Pieces Fancy Ribbon, per yard | g c 

*I* Mennen's Talcum Powder, per box J5c 
( | / 100 Yards of Black Taffeta Silk, per yard 7 0 c 

"jf Toile du Nord Ginghams, per yard J2c 
• I • • ~ •— — .— 

to Coffee 
W ICor your Easter dinner try our special brand, "Home Brand 
W Coffee." The very best. 

to 

{{• Fancy Groceries 
ylj For fancy groceries, our exclusive brands: 

jfa "Home Brand" "Hiawatha Brand" 
tJS "Bengal Brand" "Wampum Brand" 

to _ _ _ _ 

to For Fine Groceries Call at the 

to Home Brand Store 
to 

to 

to 

i 

selection 
of exquisite dresses 
For parties, graduation, confirm
ation, afternoon and evening wear 

W e a re now showing a complete line of S u m m e r 

dresses in all colors of t h e most fashionable fabrics— 

serge, linen, net , all-over embroidery, pique, voile and 

marquiset te—beaut i ful ly t r immed in satin, lace, fringe 

and Grecian border effects—at really remarkable values. 

These a re all fresh from Bischof and have been repro

duced from elaborate Parisian styles a t a b o u t one- ten th 

t h e cost of t h e original models, 

All sizes .No two dresses alike 

to T h e S t o r e T H a t A l w a y s S e r v e s Y o u B e s t 
A. E. A L L E N & CO. 
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AN EXPERTS ADVICE 
Engineer Armstrong Gives Practical 

Suggestions Regarding Roads 

and Their riaintenance. 

We Appeal to Town Supervisors and 

Road Overseers to Read the 

Article Very Carefully. 

The following article is by Mr. S. 
C. Armstrong of Freeborn county, one 
of the best and most practical engi
neers in the employ of the state. The 
ad vice he gives is excellent and should 
be heeded by the road authorities of 
every town in the state; 

"The people in this section of the 
country are 3ust beginning to see the 
need of better roads, and very few of 
us realize the saving to the farmer in 
hauling his produce to market over 
good roads as compared with the cost 
of hauling over our common dirt 
roads. 

"On our common dirt roads it costs 
the farmer from 25c to 30c per ton per 
mile to market his produce, when on 
a well graded road this same hauling 
can be done at a cost of from 10 to 12 
cents per ton per mile. 

"To the average farmer this would 
mean quite a saving in money each 
j ear, besides the convenience and 
pleasure of having a road that he can 
travel with comfort at all times of the 
year. One thing very essential in the 
building of good roads is to have the 
proper drainage, which up to the 
present time has been impossible in a 
great maDy places, but the public 

ditches we now have and others that 
will be established, will afford an 
ample outlet for all of our roads and 
lessen the expense of maintenance 

"Under the state aid plan which we 
now have in this state we can soon 
have good roads connecting the most 
important towns in the county and 
throughout the state, but it is only a 
small per cent of our roads that can 
be improved under the state aid plan, 
for some time to come at least. 

" S o we must turn our attention 
mainly to the keeping of such roads 
as we now have in better condition 
for the present. 

"Maintenance of our roads after 
they are built is the part that is most 
neglected. Too many of us get the 
idea that when a road is graded and 
rounded up so the water can run off, 
that it should need no more attention, 
but this is a great mistake. Even the 
best pavements and macadam roads 
need more or less attention and re
pair. Many think that a well built 
gravel road with sufficient drainage 
should be a permanent improvement, 
but we will find that it will require 
constant attention to keep them in 
good repair, but if the repairs are 
made at the proper time by filling the 
little depressions that will hold water 
after a rain, with gravel when they 
first appear, the expense will be very 
light and the road will always be in 
good condition. 

"Repairs should always be made 
with the same material that the road 
is constructed of, that is if it is an 
earth road it should be repaired with 
earth; if a gravel road it should be 
repaired with gravel, etc., so that the 
place repaired will wear evenly with 

the other parts of the road. 
"The less work in the way of put

ting loose dirt on a road after it is 
once graded up the better, unless ib is 
absolutely necessary to fill up some 
hole or low place where the water 
cannot be drained, and when it is 
necessary to make such a fill it should 
be graded up high enough so it will 
not be necessary to fill it again for 
years to come. Ten or twelve inches 
on top of the fill should be made with 
earth or clay from some hill if it can 
be obtained within reasonable dis
tance, for this dirt or clay will make 
better road surface than dirt from a 
slough or low wet ground. 

" A s long as we are putting a little 
fresh loose dirt on our roads here and 
there every year we will never have 
good roads, for it always takes two 
or three years of travel on a new road 
before it becomes well enough packed 
so that it will not get very soft after 
every rain. 

" I n graveling a new road I think it 
is best to travel it a few months be
fore putting the gravel on, for if the 
gravel is put on a new road before it 
becomes packed, the first time we have 
continued rain, or in the spring of the 
year when the frost goes out, the earth 
being loose beneath the grave), it be
comes so soft that the gravel will be 
mostly tramped out of sight. Of 
course it will make a good foundation 
but will require another coat of 
gravel to put the surface in good 
shape. 

" I t is the custom in this section of 
the country to hitch three or four 
teams on a road grader and get out 
on the road some time during the 
summer and plow a strip of sod each 

side of the road and roll it up in a 
heap or ridge in the center of the 
track and leave it to be beaten down 
by the travel, which makes the road 
almost impassable for some time. I 
consider money expended for work of 
this kind as good as thrown away in 
most cases. 

"Vegetable matter of any kind, such 
as sod, roots, grass, etc., do not 
make a good road surface for it ab
sorbs and retains the moisture which 
causes the road surface to become soft 
after every rain. For a good road 
surface we want a material that is 
free from perishable matter of any 
kind, that will not absorb and hold 
the moisture. 

"On old grades the edges often be
come higher than the traveled track; 
it is caused by the continued washing 
by the rains and the wind carrying 
the dust from the track which lodges 
in the grass and weeds along the 
sides of the road, and it becomes 
necessary to remove these ridges so 
the water can run off. The road 
grader is just the thing for this 
work, but the blade should be set so 
as to push the sod away from the 
track, and if by doing so it will ob
struct the side ditches, the sod can be 
hauled and used for making a fill in 
some low place, widening a narrow 

'jhigh grade, or it can be wasted; this 
leaves the track smooth and solid, 
allows the water to run off and, by 
going over it with a split log or King 
drag at the proper time after each 
rain, the road can always be kept in 
good condition. 

" 1 think there should be some pro
visions made for the proper main
tenance of our earth'roads and would 

like to make a suggestion to town
ship supervisors and road overseers. 
My plan would be to appoint a farmer 
for each two or three miles of road, 
or as much as he could conveniently 
look after, furnish him with a split 
log drag and have it understood that 
he is to go over this piece of road at 
the proper time after each rain, or as 
often as might be necessary. Let him 
keep track of his time and pay him 
reasonable wages for the time he puts 
in at such work. If it is in a district 
where the road tax is paid in labor, 
give him credit on his taxes for what 
work he does in this way, or if his 
work amounts to more than his taxes, 
pay him the difference in cash. With 
this plan we could keep all our earth 
roads in good condition the greater 
part of the year and with very small 
expense. 

" I n many cities and villages the 
business men are taking hold in vari
ous ways and aiding the farmers in 
building good graveled roads leading 
into towns. Good roads are some
thing that the business men as well as 
the farmers should be interested in, 
for whatever benefits the farmers 
benefits the man in town as well, and I 
hope the time is not far distant when 
we will see a material change for the 
better in the methods of improvement 
and maintenance of our public 
roads . " , * *\ 

A. 

Be Careful. 
The state fire marshal advises 

people to use the utmost care when 
they burn the rubbish from the spring 
cleaning process, as many fires result 
from carelessness at this season of the 
year. 
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T y p h o i d F e v e r p r e v a i l s 

in m a n y local it ies . 
A f e w dol lars inves ted in a 

NOXALL 
g e r m proof f i l ter wfll gave 

^ many adoctor's bill besides 
m a k i n g y o u r w a t e r m o r e 
sparkl ing a n d p a l a t a b l e . 

\ W h y *f k e a n y c h a n c e s ? 
C a n b e c l e a n e d by a. 

chi ld i n a m i n u t e . 
Put in on 10 days' 

free trial. 

CaleyHwd. Co. 
For Sa l e -Po l and China thorough

bred short-nose brood sow, also a 
baby buggy as good as new, cheap. 
Mrs. Martin Anderson, Princeton, l tp 
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