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On Christmas day President Taft 
held a conference with three ex-
presidents of the Panama republic. 
A condolence conference, perhaps. 

A daily says tha t Mr >Koose\elt 
will address a " jo in t " gathering in 
Boston. Ye gods! Has the leader 
of the moose herd descended to this? 

A fellow who writes dreamy stuff 
for the Agricultural magazine would 
like to see narrower roadways in 
Minnesota. I t is pretty safe to con
clude tha t he doesn't own an auto
mobile. 

The steel t rus t is not such a soul
less corporation as is generally be
lieved after all. I t has decided tfo 
voluntarily increase the wages of 
30,000 of i ts workmen. 

On Christmas day British subjects 
in all parts of the world were much 
cast down—cablegrams and bulletins 
announced t h a t King George had 
contracted a slight cold and was un
able to eat dinner? 

In the January number of "The 
World's Work" Woodrow Wilson has 
an article entit led "The New Free
d o m " in which he handles the eco
nomic system in a most commonsense 
manner. I t is an article well worth 
reading. 

The Minneapolis Journal says t h a t 
the Congressional Record will have 
pretty serious competition if Colonel 
Br} an moves his Commoner to Wash
ington. Yes, i t will mean war to 
the knife between two of the great
est comic journals extant. 

The manner in which the great 
railroad companies are ordering 
equipment does not'look as if they 
fear the election of Wilson will bring 
national disaster. In itself the 
Northern Pacific road has placed 
orders for ten million dollars' worth 
of rolling stock. 

Notwithstanding the inconsistency 
of the merabeis of the legislature, 
who two years ago clamored so 
vociferously foi a committee on com
mittees, the Union is in favor of 
giving Lieutenant Governor Burn
quist and the speaker of the house a 
free lein in the selection of their 
committees. 

One ot the recommendations which 
Governor Eberhart will make in his 
annual message is the passage of a 
so-called "blue sky" law—a law 
framed to pievent the sale of stocks 
and securities of companies which 
have no financial backing. Such a 
law, s tnct ly enforced, should prove 
ot some public benefit. 

Congress -will probablj be called 
into extraordinaiy session foi the 
especial purpose of tinkering with 
the tariff shortly after Wilson's 
inauguration. There is actually no 
crying need for this extra session 
and, if we mistake not, congress will 
find before it gets through tha t tariff 
revision is, figuratively speaking, a 
particularly dangerous explosive. 

Fellows who make i t a practice to 
spend a great portion of theii t ime 
riding around in automobiles had 
bet ter call a halt. An eminent 
specialist tells us tha t a dreadful 
disease, which has been named the 
automobile foot, has made i ts ap
pearance and t ha t too much riding 
is the cause of i t . In this disease 
the feet become weak and wabbly 
and eventually useless. So qui t your 
motoring before i t ' s too late. 

Not content with smashing win
dows, turning in false fire alarms 
and pouring acid into the mail boxes, 
the venomous London suffragettes 
are now tampering with train signals 
and switches, their aim, of course, 
being to bring about wrecks and de 
stroy the lives of the traveling pub
lic. Such infernal rascality is with
out precedent, and hanging would 
be none too great a punishment for 
the she-devils engaged in the nefari
ous work. 

Suit has been brought against the 
Bat t le Creek breakfast food t rus t 
for violation of the Sherman law. 
Couldn't the combine also be prose
cuted under another law—the pure 
food? Does the stuff i t manufac
tures come up to the analytical re
quirements of the s ta tute . 

Mexico's war department has is
sued "devastat ion" orders to Colonel 
Landa, who is operating in the 
northern part of the republic. These 
orders mean t ha t the colonel is 
authorized and instructed to raze all 
rebel towns and strongholds and to 
execute all prisoners. If the fighting 
qualities of the rebels have not here
tofore been overestimated the col
onel and his regiment of cavalry 
have a difficult proposition on their 
hands. 

Mose Clapp will endeavor to have 
the campaign fund investigation 
extended to cover the presidential 
fight of 1912. If any benefit resulted 
from the 1904 and 1908 presidential 
campaign fund investigation no one 
has been able to detect it , bu t Clapp 
is chairman of the committee and 
doubtless has his reasons for desir
ing to reopen the inquiry. Alto
gether too much t ime is dawdled 
away by congressional committees 
in so-called investigations from 
which nothing is gained. 

There is every indication t ha t Nor
way will have to look around for 
another king. Haakon and his wife 
have both tired of the country to 
such an extent t ha t they spend the 
greater portion of their t ime in Lon
don. They say they would rather 
live as private citizens in England 
than wear crowns in the land of the 
lutefisk. Norway should either select 
some robust son of a viking who will 
stay on the job to rule i ts destinies 
or adopt a republican form of govern
ment. 

Before Woodrow Wilson was elected 
president of the United States he 
was wont to go wheresoever he 
pleased and return when he liked. 
Now i t has been found necessary, 
before he goes forth on a journey, 
for a physician to examine him and 
determine whether his nervous sys
tem is equivalent to the s t ra in; if 
not he is ordered to stay at home, 
and he stays. Again, secret service 
men now follow him about to pro
tect him from anarchists of whom 
he has no fear. Such is greatness 

The declaration of Lyndon A. 
Smith, as quoted m a daily news
paper, tha t hereaftei he intends to 
be attorney general in actuality—that 
he does not propose to permit his 
assistants to send forth opinions un
til he has revised and approved the 
same—should have the effect of put
t ing a stop to the inconsistent 
" rul ings" which his hired men have 
from time to time handed down. A 
number of instances have occurred 
where Mr. Smith has been called 
upon to reveise the findings of his 
assistants. 

Associates of Uncle Joe Cannon in 
the national house ot repiesenta-
tives intend presenting him with 
either an oil portrait of himself or 
a marble bust, the cost of which will 
be $2,000. I t pleases us to note tha t 
Mr. Cannon is to be so honored. 
While he is an odd pill in some ways, 
he possesses some admirable qualifi
cations and characteristics which 
even his enemies have to admit. As 
speaker of the house he performed 
his duties as his conscience dictated 
despite the threats of the opposition. 
Joe Cannon was more sinned against 
than sinning. 

Br. Bell of the North Dakota agri
cultural college has issued a bulletin 
urging better protection of bird life 
and setting forth the great benefit 
which birds are to farmers in de
stroying insects which prey upon the 
crops. Of all the varieties of bird 

Cipriano Castro, deposed president 
of Venezuela and one of the greatest 
blackguards who ever lived, has had 
the audacity to seek entrance to the 
United States. Upon his arrival in 
New York harbor, however, he was 
removed to Ellis Island, there to 
await the decision of the s ta te au
thorit ies as to his disposition. He 
should be unceremoniously kicked 
out of the country. 

An idea is entertained by some of 
the attorneys in the dynamite con
spiracy trial t ha t Ortie McManigal, 
the hired destroyer ot property and 
life, will be given his freedom for 
the valuable assistance which he 
rendered the government. The 
country a t large should object to 
such action. McManigal is a das
tardly villain whom i t is unsafe to 
permit to roam a t large. Life im
prisonment should be his portion. 

Friends of Jas . J . Hill throughout 
the country would be much gratified 
could they see him in the cabinet as 
secretary of agriculture, but i t is 
not likely he would accept the posi
tion if tendered him. Mr. Hill would 
make a splendid man for the place 
—he would revolutionize the ant i
quated methods of J im Wilson and 
show the people t h a t he knows as 
much about agriculture as he does 
about railroading. And tha t ' s a 
great deal. 

The first case tried in Minnesota 
under the new corrupt practices act 
resulted in James Mcintosh, elected 
treasurer of Mahnomen county, be
ing declared ineligible to hold office. 
I t seems t ha t Mcintosh gave away 
cigars and treated men to liquor, 
and a t the same t ime asked for sup
port a t the polls. The asking for 
votes while treating was where he 
made a mistake. He could have 
bought cigars or drinks for his 
friends without violating the s ta tute 
bad he not, in conjunction there
with, solicited their support. 

A hundred and twenty-five thous
and male and female garment work
ers went out on strike in New York 
city on Mondav and, as a conse-

f 
quence, 4,000 factories are tied up. 
The employes demand higher wages 
and better working conditions, and 
they are certainly entitled to both. 
Clothing manufactureis arfe a grind
ing, grasping lot of skinfjints—men 
who have accumulated i enormous 
wealth by paying their employes a 
meie pittance tor their labor, and 
who compel them to work in shops 
unfit even foi the habitation of 
hogs. 

Charles M. Babcock's term as a 
member ot the State Highway com
mission expires this week, and i t is 
to be hoped tha t Governor Eberhart 
will see fit to rcapppomt him. Mr. 
Babcock is a business man and not a 
politician. He has given of his t ime 
freely to the arduous duties devolv
ing upon him as a member of the 
most important of all the state 
boards, and his heart and soul is 
enlisted in the cause of bettering the 
public highways. He has proved a 
very efficient member of the board 
and the experience he has gained 
during the three years in which he 
has served will enable him to still 
more efficiently discharge the duties 
of the position. If the wishes of 
the most ardent friends of good 
roads in the state are consulted Mr. 
Babcock will be reappointed. 

INCOlfSISTEST DEMAGOGUES. 

The reactionaries in the state 
senate are organizing to take the 
organization of the senate away from 
Lieut. Gov. Burnquist.—Long Prai
rie Leader. 

Two years ago Mr. Burnquist, who 
was then a member of the house and 
a candidate for speaker, after the 
republican caucus had declared in 
favor of H. H. Dunn for speaker, 
supported a resolution to take the 

and selecting the non-elective 
officers. 

The so-called "progressives" in 
the Minnesota legislature are just as 
consistent as their great leader, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and he is a mass 
of inconsistencies. 

Two years ago we believed tha t 
the speaker should be permitted to 
choose the committees of the house, 
and we are of the same opinion still. 
This may not be progressive but i t 
is consistency. The lat ter word, how
ever, has no place in the vocabulary 
of ranting demagogues. Expediency 
is their shibboleth. 

I Scientist Has 
To Shift Gulf Stream! 

life outside of game birds Dr. Bell organization away from his success-
says tha t only the English sparrow, ful rival. The mover of the resolu-
blackbird, crow, skarp-skinned hawk tion was the high priest ot?-progres-
and great horned owl should be de- siveness," W. I . Nolan. This year 
stroyed. The bulletin is a valuable Mr. Burnquist, Mr. Nolan and all 
l i t t le work and could be read to the other champions of alleged pro-
advantage not only by boys who go gressive ideas have changed front 
forth with catapults and guns to and are great sticklers for the old 
ruthlessly destroy the little songsters established precedent of the presid-
but by farmers and the public in ing officers of both branches of the 
general. , legislature naming the committees 

TBE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION. 

Among the boards t ha t should be 
"done away w i t h " the Roseau 
Region includes the State Highway 
commission. The Region is edited 
by Hon. G. H. Mattson and we are 
surprised tha t he should advocate 
the abolition or consolidation of the 
State Highway commission. Many 
of the state boards could be abolished 
or consolidated—some ot them have 
no excuse for existing—but not so 
with the Highway Commission. If 
the department of highways is not 
already, i t soon will be, the most 
important of all the state depart
ments and, if kept free from politics 
and rightly conducted, can be of in
calculable benefit to the people of the 
state. 

The highway department must 
be kept free of all entanglements, 
and especially must i t be kept free 
from politics. I t is a business de
partment pure and simple, and if i ts 
usefulness is to be maintained i t 
must be conducted on business prin
ciples. Fitness should be the only 
requirement for any position in the 
State Highway department. 
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Would Build Jetty to Divert 
Its Meeting With Lab

rador Current. 
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CHIEF JU8TICK START. 

The retirement of Chief Justice 
Star t from the supreme bench is a 
loss to the people of the entire state. 
He was honest, hard-working, patri
otic and fearless in the discharge of m„„+„„«„ *u *. ^ . 

Fantastic though this may appear, 
his duties, and a more conscientious it has received the closest interest 

F we may credit a deep sea scien
tist it will cost less than $190, 
000.000 to make Siberia a sum
mer resort, start ice famines in 

Labrador, give Scotland an all day 
summer, with a temperature like Ja
pan's, change the climate of the At
lantic coast to one like that of south 
era California, melt all the ice on and 
around toe north pole and open it to 
truck gardening To do so will be 
cheaper, much easier and twice as 
quu-kly done as to build the Panama 
canal 

All that is necessary to accomplish 
these results, some of which wpuld re 
suit from tipping the old earth side
ways, is to build a riprap jetty about 
200 miles long across the shoals ex
tending eastward from Newfoundland, 
near Cape Race That would stop the 
Labrador current, whose cold is capa 
ble of making 2.000,000 tons of ice 
every second, from running right into 
the gulf stream, whose heat is equal 
to the burning of 2,000.000 tons of 
coal every minute. They meet now 
on the Grand banks, where the water 
is only about 250 feet deep The gulf 
stream is split up and spreads out over 
millions of square leagues of the At
lantic. 

If such a .jetty were built the Lab 
rador current coming down from the 
arctic would be turned eastward and 
would be sunk so far when the gulf 
stream met it that the latter warm 
blue river of the ocean would pass 
over the great cold river from the 
north pole The warm gulf stream 
would continue in almost undiminish 
ed volume to the northward, and the 
Labrador current would run a mile 
deep through the great depths of the 
Atlantic, making the torrid zone about 
the equator cooler, while the gulf 
stream would require only three 
months to melt every inch of ice 
around the pole. 

Scientific Men Interested. 

T 

J * 

^ 

from the foremost men of practical 
science in America and other coun
tries Every detail of the astounding 
enterprise has been worked out by 
Carroll Livingston Biker of New York 
who built in 1874 the first mechanical 

, , . , refrigerating warehouse ever con-
had i t not been for t ha t refuge of structed and devised and constructed 
mediocrity—our costly and bungling the refrigerating plant on board the 

judge than Charles M. Star t never 
graced a tribunal in th is or any 
other s tate. The state might have 
had the benefit of his wisdom, ability 
and experience for six years more 

primary election law. 

Good Razors Possible. 
Theie is a very common feeling that 

there is a certain e'ement of chance in 
the purchase of a razor It is some 
times expressed that "whatever price 
you pay you try your luck" Occa
sionally one hears of a remarkable ra
zor which holds its edge as if by magic, 
giving pleasuie to its owner every day 
for half a lifetime, so that he would 
not part with it for guineas. So long 
as it is possible for one razor to be se 
lected as a particularly good one it is 
evident that the hardening as carried 
out fails to impart the maximum effi
ciency to the majority The author 
believes that it is possible to harden 
every razor in a gross so that each one 
shall be truly a duplicate of the best 
Whether it would pay to do so is a 
question which is outside his province 
—Shipley N Brayshaw in Engineering 
Magazine 

The Gobi Desert. 
The great desert of Gobi which is 

partly in China, partly in Manchuria, 
partly m Mongolia and partly m Sibe
ria, is traversed by the oldest transpor 
tation lines in existence. It has a cara 
van route over which tea and silk laden 
camels have traveled toward Europe 
for 3,000 years, and yet from the time 
when Kublai Khan macadamized the 
road until the time when the Russian 
railroad paralyzed it by the competition 
ef steam no one of the merchants who 
traveled over it turned either to the 
right or to the left to tell Europe and 
the Occident of the wonders or the ter
rors of that unknown land. 

steamship Celtic, which carried to Liv 
erpool the first cargo of American 
dressed meats ever landed there 

He designed and constructed the 
first ice and cold air refrigerating ma 
chine ever constructed He was called 
visionary when he proposed each of 
these, which have proved pioneers in 
the great industrial equipment of the 
world. 

When the federal government decid
ed to make Washington, the national 
capital, sanitary by dredging the Po 
tomac Mr Riker designed and built 
the largest and most powerful pump 
ing dredge ever constructed up to that 
time It pumped up a solid block ot 
granite weighing 1,300 pounds as if it 
were a pebble, lifting it thirty feet 
above the water, and snatched a big 
steel safe from the river ooze with the 
same ease Then he built wharfs and 
jetties from Bar Harbor to the Mag 
dalena river and salved the steam 
ships St Paul. Otranto and A A 
Shaw when they went on the beaches 
in famous wrecks He was one of the 
American government experts who ex 
amined the dredging for the Gatun 
dam. at Panama He surveyed Ha 
vana harbor for the Spanish go\ern 
ment and prepared the system for dis 
posal of Havana sewage 

His record is that of a visionary, and 
************************** 

HIGH PRICES 
Letter 3,400 

IN BABYLON. 
Tells About 

Hard to Please. 
Mr. Snaggs was accosted on the 

street the other day by a beggar who 
was covered with a very remarkable 
mass of patched and ragged garments 
and who said: 

"Mister, haven't you some old clothes 
yon could give a fellow?" 

Snaggs surveyed the beggar from 
head to foot and then asked: 

"Are not the clothes you have on 
old enough for you?" 

A Little Short of Funds. 
Mr. Tyte-l'hist— More money? What 

have you done with that dollar 1 gave 
you last week? Mrs. Tyte-Phist— 
That's in the savings bank, but 1 can't 
draw the interest on it till next Jan 
nary i want another dollar to run 
the house on in the meantime.—Chica
go Tribune 

Years Old 
I Them. 
I Letters written from 1500 to 400 

B. C. in cuneiform on bricks have been 
translated by Dr F. C. Eislen of the 

| Chicago university, professor of Old 
i Testament interpretations. A youth of 

Babylon in 1500 B. C. kicked on his 
boarding house fare He took a lump 
of clay and carefully inscribed the foi 
lowing- "To my father, from Zimn 
Eramma—May the gods Shamasn and 
Marduk keep thee alive forever. May 
all go well with thee. I am stationed 
in Dur-Sin on the canal Bitmiskirim 
The house where I live there is no 
food which I am able to ea t Here is 
the third part of speakel which I have 
sealed up and forward to thee. Send 
me for this money fresh fish and other 
food. The cost here is high." 

This love letter has date 400 B. C : 
"To Bibeya from Gimil-Marduk—May 
Shamasn and Marduk grant thee, for 
my sake, to live forever I write this 
to inquire after thy health I am now 
settled in Babylon, hut I am m great 
anxiety because I have not seen thee 
Send news when thou wilt come " 

rt 

Advantages That Would Ac- I 
crue—$190,000,000 Cost J 

of the Project. L | 

the respectful interest accorded him 
by his worldwide correspondents on 
the Great bank jetty project indicates 
that he is known to the scientific world 
In no undignified aspect 

Details of the Scheme. } 
I 

In a book, "Power and Control of 
the Gulf Stream," Mr. Riker discusses 
the problem of preserving to the uni
verse the benevolent warmth of the 
gulf stream for the destruction of the 
sterilizing cold of the arctic. He goes 
into details to prove that the*Great 
Bank jetty will do what he claims for 
it by preventing the destructive meet
ing of the great frigid and warm ocean 
streams. He shows that the material 
for the jetty is ready at hand, that the 
Labrador current will itself build up 
with its sand scoured from its arctic 
course the barrier to its conflict with, 
the gulf stream, and he has exacT fig
ures and other data for all the-'amaz
ing results he declares must irfevitably 
follow the construction of that ocean-
dam. i 

Ocean currents, he recites, control 
the distribution of tropical solar heat, 
the waters heated about the equator 
bearing away toward the poles the 
heat there absorbed and modifying 
lands near which they run The great 
warm flood of the gulf stream, forty 
miles in width and 1.200 feet deep, 
with a temperature above 73 degrees 
P., is like hot water pipe warming 
the Atlantic coast and adjoining re
gions as it flows northward -̂  ^ 

The Labrador current, 250 miles wide 
and 200 feet deep, sweeps down from 
the arctic with a temperatnre'below 32 
degrees, or freezing It meets, and 
robs the gulf stream of its heat £ir the 
meeting on the Grand bank The shoal 
on the Great bank where the co^d and 
warm world arteries meet is a princi
pal cause of their neutralization of 
each other's effects. 

Je t ty Would Divert Meeting. 

Mr. Riker declares that the jetty 
would divert this meeting Jat great 
depths to the eastward of the G^and 
bank and by the time the Labrador 
current was running there it would be 
taking a course with its *heavy saline •> 
cold a mile below the sur'fetee. permit- z?0*&' 
ting the warmer, lighter and less sa-/_^ 
line gulf stream to sweep above it, par
rying a message of warmth and sun
light and fertility to the snowbound. , 
ice clad acres of the polar circles-

Even after its destructive conflict on 
the Grand bank with the Labrador cur 
rent the gulf stream now survives andr 
rolls onward, giving to the British Isles 
and northern Europe the warmth with ' 
out which Scandinavia would be unin
habitable and England as sterile as 
Labrador 

No moi*e icebercrs in the steamship 
lanes, no more of such fogs as novr pre
vail about the meetinsr of the cold and 
warm currents storms reduced to a 
minimum, and the whole of eastern 
North America a garden of paradise 
with no great cold or heat are some of 
the results Mr Riker foresees- from 
building the iettv Cape Hatteras. he 
believes, would disappear through the 
increased speed of the gulf Stream, 
which he estimates would flow closer 
to the Jersey coast and incidentally re-
deposit along the coast about 0.000.000-
acres of land ' *" ^ 

The melting of the arctic ice cap. he-
estimates, would shift the equalizing 
balance of the globe, and the then pre
ponderating weight of the antarctic ice
cap wou'd make what is now :the north 
pole point shift toward northern ] Eu
rope, with the result of producing a-
nighties'' summer in the area of Scot-^ 
land without a dayless winter T 
• » * * * * * * * & * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FOREIGN NAMES FOR .FORTS^ 
Two at Panama Called After Oe Les-

seps and Amador. , 
A request has been received by the iMg%H 

war department that the fortifications USEP&L-^ 
to defend the Panama canal be named 
after distinguished Latin Americans-
as a sign of the interest the Latin •mi -• t 
American countries as well as^- the 
United States have in the new^'high- ,„ ^ , 
way. t u-. /» c .v5%J >*?* 

While the question of naming t h e - ^ 
forts has not been definitely disposed "J^ 
of and most of them will probably be P | | 
named after American generals^ two-} ^ 
of them already have been named ' 
after foreigners, one of these a Latin 
American, Dr. Amador, the first presi
dent of the Panama republic. The 
other will be named Fort De Lesseps. 
after the French engineer who plan
ned the canal and superintended! ex
cavations under the original French 
company. s? 

A->te 
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• All Settled. 
Severe Father—Ratberine. what is 

the meaning of the diamond ring on 
your finger? Willful Daughter—It 
means, papa, that Jack has something 
to ask yon that it will do no good to 
refuse-Boston Transcript , 

Pin Jackets For Suffragettes. 
London suffragette demonstrators 

are experimenting with quilted jack
ets in which thousands of pins are im
bedded, points outward They afford 
considerable protection and make the 
wearers dangero is to handle. 

Windows Made of Maps. ^ 
Celebrated old maps of the world, 

reproduced as glass transparencies in 
the windows of the American Geo
graphical society building. New York, 
are now being used by the society for 
permanent window decorations! For
ty-two maps selected to represetit the-
development of maptnaking'frbm the 
first to the seventeenth century^ are-
shown In the windows of 'tai* tflrstr 
floor. j "^W jt -
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