
Military Authorities Denounce False 

Stories Circulated as to the 

Situation in Camp. 

Statement by Lieutenant Colonel J. M. 

Coffin, Medical Officer of the 

34th Army Division. 

Princeton Union: 
Camp Cody, Feb. 1.—Delightful 

weather the past few days has made 
camp life very agreeable. A little 
snow and rain settled the dust and 
there has been scarcely any wind. The 
weather, too, has been balmy and 
springlike. 

The military authorities are decided
ly weary, of the malignant stories that 
are being circulated in communities 
where relatives of soldiers make their 
iiomes regarding camp conditions. 
Major General Blocksom last week de
nounced those responsible for the 
spread of the unfounded stories 
as directly aiding in the dis
semination of spy propaganda, 
and it is predicted that such state
ments will be investigated by the in
telligence section of the army. 

Everything is proceeding as usual 
here, and the latest rumor is that the 
125th will go on a 10-day hike in the 
near future. If true it promises to be 
interesting. 

Lieutenant Kalkman left this week 
for Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to receive in
structions. Lieutenant Cutter depart
ed for the same place some time ago. 
Both are fitting themselves to become 
aerial observers, and those who know 
them feel certain that they will aquit 
Sjiemselves with credit. Lieutenant 
Morton will not be connected with that 
branch of the service and expects to 
be assigned to a battery in the near 
future. He will make good wherever 
placed. 

Nels Olson of Battery A and Tony 
Prescott of the Supply company are 
afflicted with ear trouble, but their 
comrades hope they will be on deck 
soon. Wallace Brown is rapidly re
covering from an attack of rheuma
tism. 

The supply company received 30 new 
mules today and, as we will have about 
700 cords of wood to move this month, 
we will have plenty to do to keep us 
busy. 

Am enclosing a statement by Lieut. 
Col. J. M. Coffm of the 34th division 
which would indicate that camp condi
tions are satisfactory: 

No civil community m the world can 
boast of a mortality rate or sick rate 
so low, in men of the same age period, 
as that of an army encampment in 
America today. The figures are open 
'tfithe public that they may know this 
statement to be a fact. 

In six months at Camp Cody there 
has occurred eighty-three deaths, none 
of them from preventable disease. The 
early period of training, which totally 
changed methods of living, has gone 
by, as have the most severe climatic 
conditions. The death rate for the 
six months has been 6.3 to 1,000 men 
for a period of one year; with the se
vere test of early training and the 
most unfavorable climatic conditions 
past, the death rate for the entire 
year, it is estimated, will be 2.8 merf 
to the thousand. 

The death rate in the civil communi
ty of the same size as that of the 34th 
division, with persons of the same age 
period, as estimated by insurance as
sociations, is 8.424 to 1,000. In other 
words, the soldiers' chances of living 
are from twice to three times as good 
as they were in civil life. 

The risk rate is> correspondingly 
low, the records show. Meningitis, ty
phoid, scarlet fever, smallpox and 
diphtheria are practically unknown. 
Meningitis, hitherto the scourge of 

^armies in camp, has caused only two 
deaths in the division. Not a single 
case of typhoid has developed. 

The largest percentage of sickness 
may be classed under the heading of 
minor ailments, such as measles and 
tonsilitis, and they have never reached 
a stage where they have interfered 
with the work of training. 

JULE. 
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County War Finance Committee. 
In response to a request from the 

Minnesota Commission of Public Safe
ty a convention was called at McMil
lan & Stanley's offices on the after
noon of January 31 for the purpose of 
organizing a permanent county war 
finance committee to have charge and 
management of all drives for the sale 
of Liberty bonds, Red Cross, Y. M. C. 
A., K. C , and all other war subscrip
tions. 

The reason given for this proceed-
, ing is that the solicitation of funds for 

patriotic purposes has increased to 
> such an extent that it demands official 

supervision to prevent wastefulness, 
duplication or fraud. 

v~„£*The following committee was elected 
"* by the convention: E. L. McMillan, 

chairman, Princeton; Fred R. Burrell, 
-'i Omnia ; J. A. Allen and Rolleff 

Vaaler, Milaca; C. E. Gilbert, Fores-
ton; S. S. Petterson, Princeton; W. H. 

Smith, Princeton. 
A thorough and systematic organ

ization of the county is vitally essen
tial, and this should be completed with
out delay. I t will probably be along 
the lines of a chairman for each town
ship, who will likely divide his 
township into quarters, placing each 
township in charge of a responsible 
man in order that the entire county 
may be thoroughly covered. 

A meeting of the permanent county 
committee is being held this afternoon 
at the offices of McMillan & Stanley 
ifor the purpose of perfecting the or
ganization. 

Military Roads. 
Secretary Houston of the depart

ment of agriculture has set forth the 
policy which he thinks should be fol
lowed in highway construction during 
the war: 

"So far as is practicable to do so, 
this department will urge the mainte-
mance of the highways already con
structed; the construction and comple
tion of those highways which are 
vitally important because of their 
bearing upon the war situation or for 
the movement of commodities; the 
postponement of all highway construc
tion relatively less essential and not 
based upon important military or eco
nomic needs. The department is pre
paring to suggest to the state highway 
departments the preparation of a 
schedule of work for the federal aid 
projects for 1918 in line with this 
policy." 

Road construction and maintenance 
in the United States involve an an
nual expenditure of about $300,000,-
000. 

Takes Well-Earned Vacation. 
Mrs. Mary Rines left on Saturday 

for St. John, New Brunswick, her 
childhood home, to visit an older sister, 
whom she has not seen for a number 
of years. Mrs. Rines has surely 
earned a rest, as from the time of the 
organization of the Red Cross chapter 
here in our county in the first week in 
August she was supervisor of the 
workroom. During this time she and 
her able assistant, Mrs. J. C. Herd-
liska, put in practically all of their 
time and energy inaugurating the 
work and getting it in smooth running 
order. This work entails a great deal 
•of responsibility as well as drudgery, 
and is entirely without remuneration— 
as are all the county offices of the Red 
Cross—which seems a surprise to 
many. 

Upon Mrs. Rines' resignation Mrs. 
Herdliska was appointed supervisor, 
and, fortunately for the good of the 
cause, she consented to continue the 
work. 

Mrs. Rines expects to be absent in 
the east for at least two months. 

A Brave Young Fellow. 
Howard Corey, a patriotic and 

bright Elk River boy, died at Jeffer
son barracks, near St. Louis, on the 
28th ult., of scarlet fever. The re
mains were interred in the family 
burying ground at Elk River last 
Thursday. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. N. Corey and only 18 years of 
age. He was below the draft age, 
but, like all patriotic young Americans 
with red blood in their veins, he 
deemed it his duty to offer his ser
vices to his country, and his equally 
patriotic parents gave their consent. 
Brave young fellow! Noble, self-
sacrificing parents! 

Geo. Moore Leaves for Camp Dodge. 
George Moore, son of C. O. Moore, 

departed on Thursday of last week for 
Camp Dodge, Iowa, to go into training 
for the army. On Monday Edwin T. 
Johnson and Vernon Zumvinkel left 
for the same place. Although an alien 
at the time of registration, Johnson 
claimed no exemption, and came here 
twice from the northern part of the 
state at his own expense in order to 
join the army. At this time he has his 
first papers. Much praise is due this 
young man. 

The Red Cross Workroom. 
The Red Cross workroom has been 

moved across the hall in the armory 
into what was the locker room. This 
room is much larger and can accom
modate more workers. With the added 
space more sewing machines could be 
used and anyone who will loan a ma
chine—if only for a short time—will 
be greatly assisting the cause. The 
room is open regularly on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays of every week 
from 2 to 6 in the afternoon. 

Rebekahs Clear $25 for Armenians. 
The card party given last night by 

the Rebekahs for the benefit of the 
Armenians was a very enjoyable event 
and a large number participated. 
Prizes were won by Miss Gwendolyn 
Kalkman and E. C. Earley. About $25 
was cleared for the Armenian-Syrian 

relief toii^Jgggg^ ^ 

4 TEAMS IN CONFLICT 
Fats Outgeneral Leans in a Stirring, 

% Peppery Game Which Beg-

gars All Description. ^ 

Princeton Highs Down Mora Students 

and Show the Up-Country 

Boys a Trick or Two. 

Two awkward but good-natured 
squads of have-been basketball cham
pions put up a fight for superiority at 
the armory on the evening of January 
31. They were attired in an assort
ment of uniforms of various patterns 
—built on ancient and modern plans— 
and the aggregation was, to say the 
least, picturesque. As an instance of 
the oddity of things, Jake Hoffman 
wore a pair of cut-off pants which he 
borrowed from Andrew Sjoblom while 
Calvin Olson sported two pair of 
trousers belonging to Don Evans—one 
pair backend to—which were fastened 
(together on the sides with safety pins. 
And, during the tussle, the pins broke 
loose. 

Throughout the contest the fats 
puffed and fumed and the leans, who 
seemed to smell defeat from afar, 
didn't seem to be able to get the stiff
ness out of their legs or arms, al
though they managed to make an oc
casional point by changing players 
every now and then. As the fats only 
had five men they were compelled to 
hold out till the end of the game, and 
then they were a disheveled, sweaty-
looking bunch. 

The game was a most remarkable 
one from the point of unscientific 
playing, but it was, perhaps, enjoyed 
by the spectators more than any other 
contest this season. Its outcome was a 
score of 9 to 4 in favor of the fat boys, 
and the nine points were scored by 
Heine Plaas. Following is a list of 
those who engaged in the conflict: 

Fats—Heine Plaas, Calvin Olson, 
O. B. Randall, Art. Larson and W. Cox. 

Leans—J. H. Hoffman, Odin Ode-
gard, Jim Johnson, A. B. Gramer, EarJ 
Henschel, Ed. Funke and Ralph Raiche. 

A dance and supper followed the 
game and about $100 was cleared for 
the Red Cross fund. 

Superintendent Wasenius presided. 
Over 50 teachirs from the rural 
schools, students from the Princeton 
and Milaca teachers' training depart
ments, and 20 school board members 
were in attendance. A very interest
ing and instructive program was car
ried out. A t i* 

f Miss Annie E. Shelland, state rural 
school supervisor, delivered the princi
pal address. Her talk on health con
ditions and health work in our rural 
schools were especially well received. 
She also gave a general outline of 
patriotic and industrial work which 
must be carried on in connection with 
the regular school work. Her address 
iWas replete with many helpful ideas 
for every teacher. 

Program. 
Song Star Spangled Banner . Audience 
Piano Duet and Encore 

Misses Schmidt and Stark 
Address Health Conditions and Health 

Work in Our Rurat Schools 
. . Annie £ . Shelland 

Report on Red Cross Junior Work in the 
Milaca Schools Miss Bryan 

Vocal Solo and Encore . H. A. Garrison 
Address, Patriotic Work in Connection 

With the Teachers' League Miss Shetland 
War Savings Stamps H. A . Garrison. 
Report on Industrial and Red Cross 

Junior Work in District 5 .Mrs. Wikman 
Closing Remarks . County Superintendent 

America Audience 

— < ~ l 

Princeton Defeats Mora. 
On Monday afternoon, February 4, 

in the armory, the Princeton high 
school basket ball team defeated Mora 
by a score of 29 to 14. 

Princeton's superiority was in evi
dence from the first minute of playing, 
and almost immediately the coach be
gan to substitute second team men in 
order to save the first team men for 
the hard game to be played at Milaca 
on Friday night. 

The game was fast in the first half, 
being featured by the ability of Herd
liska to pick the holes. The half end
ed 22 to 5. In the second half, with all 
second team men m, some of whom 
were entirely inexperienced and play
ing their first game, the Mora boys 
kept the ball in Princeton territory 
most of the time. The aim and the 
justification for so much substitution 
outside of saving the boys for the 
Milaca game was to give as many as 
possible experience this year, so that 
next year there will be more than just 
two or three men in school who have 
ever been in a basketball game. 

The scrubs played hard in the sec
ond half and showed that there is 
much promising material among them, 
especially when you consider that at 
one time there were four men who had 
never had a basketball in their hands 
until this year. 

The game ended 29 to 14. Mr. Gar
rison refereed to the satisfaction of 
all concerned. 

Tomorrow night the local high 
school team will go to Milaca and, while 
they do not expect a victory, they ex
pect to make a good fight. Milaca, 
with five senior veterans, seems to 
have the district championship cinched. 

Princeton Leads the State. 
The United States* department of 

Agriculture has issued a statement 
showing the number of carload ship
ments of potatoes from Minnesota 
stations from the commencement of 
the shipping season in August to 
December 31. Princeton, of course, 
leads all the towns in the state, with 
511 cars, and there will be at leas* 
500 more cars before the close of the 
season. The shipments from the 
neighboring points are as follows: 
Anoka 74, Braham 107, Cambridge 31, 
m River 273, Foley 125, Isanti 71, 
Milaca 35, Mora 135, Oak Park 36, 
Ogilvie 42,Ronneby33. ^ ^ 

^An Instructive Teachers* Meeting. 
..: A joint meeting of the southern and 

central Mille Lacs County Teachers' 
Patriotic league was held at the arm
ory on Friday afternoon. County 

Song 

German Alien Registration. 
There are not many German aliens 

in Princeton and vicinity, but they are 
responding readily to the call and 
registering at the postoffice. Some of 
them who appeared did not have their 
photographs ready, as provided by 
law, and promised to be on hand Sat
urday with the necessary pictures. 

Up to to the time of the Union's 
going to press two had registered. x 

,TJ»e following is important at this 
time: The mere fact that a man is 
registered as an alien enemy should 
not be taken as a reason for discrimi
nation against him by his employer or 
by the community in which he lives. 
The president of the United States in 
his proclamation of April 6, (1917, 
proclaiming war with Germany, ex
pressly stated as to the conduct of 
citizens toward alien enemies and the 
conduct of alien enemies themselves, 
that so long as alien enemies "shall 
conduct themselves in accordance with 
law^ they shall be undisturbed in the 
peaceful pursuit of their lives and oc
cupations and be accorded the consid
eration due to all peaceful and law-
abiding persons, except so far 
as restrictions may be necessary 
for their own protection and for the 
jsafety of the United States; and to
ward such alien enemies as conduct 
themselves m accordance with law 
all citizens of the United States are en
joined to preserve the peace and to 
'treat them with all such friendliness as 
may be compatible with loyalty and 
allegiance to the United States." 

The alien enemy laws and regula
tions will be rigidly and aggressively 
enforced and the penalties prescribed 
for their violation imposed without ex
ception. 

The Income Tax Drive. 
There was a gathering of business 

men and farmers at the village hall on 
Tuesday evening to hear J. P. Devine, 
deputy collector of internal revenue, 
explain the requirements of the income 
tax law. He gave a general outline 
of the instructions set forth on the in
come tax blank and answered all ques
tions propounded. 

He said that in view of apparent 
misunderstanding he wished to empha
size the fact that it is absolutely neces
sary for persons who need assistance 
in filling out their blanks to bring 
figures with them—otherwise it will be 
impossible to accurately make out the 
returns. 

Blanks furnished by the internal rev
enue department, which give full in
structions, may be obtained for the 
asking either at McMillan & Stanley's 
office or from the banks. 

Mr. Devine will leave tomorrow for 
Elk River and Ira G. Stanley will then 
act in the capacity of agent to assist 
persons in filling in their blanks. 
These blanks must be in the hands of 
the department in St. Paul by March 1. 

Next week i t is expected that the 
income tax blanks for corporations 
will be ready for distribution. v 

A ready response was made to the 
income tax call in Princeton and Mr. 
Devine is well pleased with the out
come. There appears to have been no 
attempt to evade the law. 

Mrs. J. O. Erickson. 
Mrs. J. O. Erickson died at Cam

bridge on Sunday morning. She was 
83#seaxs of age. Three sons and one 
daughter survive her. They are Ole 
Erickson, St. Paul; A. W. Erickson, 
Cambridge; Henry Erickson, Prince
ton; and-Mrs. E. D. Claggett, Bloom
ing Prairie. Henry Erickson left on 
Monday morning to attend the funeral. 

PRICES CO LOW 
Potato Quotations for Most Varieties 

in Local Market From 15 
to 25 Cents Lower. 

if 
Buyers Attribute Decline to Inability 

to Secure Cars for Move

ment of the Stock. 

" With the exception of Ohios and 
Rose every other variety of potatoes 
has declined in price. Triumphs have 
dropped 25 cents per cwt., Burbanks 
and Russets 20 cents, Kings 15 cents, 
and Cobblers 25 cents. 

This decline in prices is attributed 
by buyers to the shortage of care—it 
is an impossibility for them to ship 
either seed or eating stock, and the 
seed orders for the southern states is 
largely overdue. Under the private 
operation of railroads no such shipping 
trouble was ever experienced by local 
buyers as at present prevails, when the 
railroads are operated by the govern
ment. <** 

Warehousemen in Princeton have 
many cars of seed potatoes, which, un
der contract, they have promised to 
furnish southern growers before a 
certain date. But how can they ful
fill these contracts when the govern
ment does not furnish cars? 

When the government took over the 
railroads it was anticipated that it 
would mean a greater supply of cars 
for shippers, but it appears to be the 
contrary. Yet the government ad
vises a quick movement. 

Quota of Smileage Books Sold. 
Mille Lacs county's quota of Smile-

age books, 225, were sold last Satur
day evening, and a check for $225 was 
mailed to R. W. Hargadine, St. Paul, 
by R. C. Dunn on Monday. The books 
are in possession of the boys by this 
time. The people at home are loyal 
to their soldier boys. 

Fifty of the books were sold through 
Mr. J. A. Allen of Milaca, and 10 
through Fred Burrell at Onamia, the 
remainder were disposed of in Prince
ton, largely through the efforts of 
Clifton Cravens and Ralph Whitney. 

Mr. C. H. Nelson, one of Princeton's 
merchants took 25 books, S. S. Petter 
son 10, J. F. Petterson, E. L. McMillan, 
Ed. Evens, Princeton State bank and 
Scot Bruce—the latter a patriotic 
Princeton farmer—took five each, 
while R. C. Dunn accounted for sev
eral more. Quite a number bought two 
or more books. 

A Drastic Order. 
Under a recent order of the State 

Public Safety commission 55 counties, 
including Mille Lacs, will, if the order 
is enforced, be bone dry hereafter. 
Manufacturers and dealers are pro
hibited from delivering to carriers 
liquor for transportation into the dry 
counties, and the railroads are pro
hibited from carrying shipments of 
liquor into such counties. The order 
is drastic, and if upheld and enforced 
will give the people of the counties 
that have adopted county option bone 
dry prohibition. 

At an adjourned meeting held at the 
state capitol on Tuesday the commis
sion refused to grant the request of 
those who had petitioned for the is 
suance of an order making the entire 
state dry. The commission evidently 
thought it best to let the voters de
termine that question at the polls next 
November. 

If any further action is to be taken 
it must be by the federal authorities. 

"As matters now stand," the com
mission says? "the general closing of 
saloons in this state and nation is a 
war measure upon which the federal 
government has already acted. Con
gress and the commander-in-chief of 
our forces have considered the revenue 
situation, the waste incident to the 
business, the readjustment of labor 
conditions that would be necessitated 
by immediate prohibition, together 
with the effect on the morale of the 
people." 

Must Secure Licenses. 
The following order is reprinted 

from a government official bulletin:' 
Manufacturers of and dealers m 

commercial feeds for livestock, cattle, 
and hogs must secure licenses under the 
food administration before February 
15. This covers baled hay, shelled and 
ear corn and many other commodities 
intended for use as, feeds or as ingre
dients in mixed feeds. The only excep
tions are for millers manufacturing 
bran and dealers in coarse grains, who 
have already been placed under food 
administration licenses. 

Applications for license should be 
addressed to the License Division, 
Food Administration, Washington, D. 
C , specifying the nature of the busi
ness to be licensed. 

Send the Boys the Home Paper. 
Lord Northcliffe, publisher of the 

London Times, The London Daily Mail 
and scores of other papers and maga
zines, says it is not the big dailies that 
the boys in uniform want. What they 
want, he declares, is the home paper, 
the local, "which tells who was at the 
church social, who has been married, 
and which team won the game." 

Send the home paper to the boy at 
the front. All news is new until it is 
read. What matter if the paper is old 
when it reaches him? He will enjoy 
it just the same. 

senate az the sessions of 1891-93, 
when tfie^Mmrict was composed of the 
counties of Tood, Crow Wing, Mor
rison and Mille Lacs, and at that time 
he was a resident of Morrison county. 
Senator Geissel was considerable of a 
windbag but as a legislator he was 
not a howling success. 

Col. J. J. Skahen Writes. 
Our good friend, Col. J. J. Skahen, 

writes from Petersburg, Fla., and, in 
renewing his subscription says, among 
other things, that this is the twenty-
second year he has been on the Union's 
list. Mr. Skahen states that he ap
preciates the Union for many reasons 
and that he misses it when it does not 
arrive on schedule time* as occurred 
two or three weeks in consequence of 
snowdrifts. Mr. and Mrs. Skahen ar© 
enjoying life on the coast and send re
gards to their Princeton friends. 

Government Warns Profiteers. 
Warning against unwarranted in

crease in-the price of wheat flour sub
stitutes has been issued by the United 
States food administration. This ac
tion followed the receipt of numerous 
complaints that dealers in the various 
ingredients used in place of wheat 
flour are taking advantage of the new 
wheat conservation program to raise 
prices. 

Village Council. 
A regular session of the village 

council met last evening, but there 
was virtually no business transacted. 

F. C. Cater appeared before the 
council and stated that the width of 
the federal road, or Scenic, highway, 
through the village would be 16 feet 
and'submitted the proposition for ac
ceptance. The matter was laid over 
for further consideration. • i 

A few bills were audited and the 
body adjourned. ^ _ „ 

' A Disloyal Old Windbag. ^ 
From the Milaca Times we learn 

that one Geo. Geissel was arrested for 

there and was receiving a pension of 
$50 per month from the United States. 
He is the same Geissel whorepresented 
the old 46th legislative district in the 

Woodsmen and Mechanics Wanted. 
Six thousand lumberjacks are need

ed by the government for service" 
abroad. We have now a regiment of 
these woodsmen in France getting out 
(timber for various purposes. In ad
dition to these lumberjacks the war de
partment needs 250,000 shipbuilders 
and numerous other skilled mechanics, 

i 

Thirty-nine Are Examined.' 
Out of 45 notified 29 registrants ap

peared at the court house last Friday 
and Saturday for physical examination 
and all but one passed. Those who 
failed to appear sent letters or tele
grams giving reasonable excuses of 
sickness, transfer, etc. 

, Farmers in the Lead. 
Provost Marshal General Crowder 

reports that 12 in every 100 agricul
tural registrants under the selective 
iservice act filed claims for exemption 
while but two in every 100 
culturists called sought to 
empted. 

n 

Heatless Mondays to Continue. ^S 
Next Monday will be heatless, as 

will possibly several Mondays there
after. There are seven more Monday* 
holidays on the administration coal 
program. 

W. G. McAdoo, director general of., 
railroads, and Fuel Administrator H. 
A. Garfield have decided that it is 
impossible now to terminate the heat
less Mondays. 

They say that the cold weather of 
the last few days has impeded railroad 
operation so that coal movements, 
particularly east of the Mississippi 
river, have been further retarded, 
threatening famine. 
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disloyalty at San Francisco, and A a t y Minnesota is required to furnish 
he is an inmate of the soldiers' home 8.600 men for the new draft, in tho. 8,600 men for the new draft in the 

five days beginning Fib. 23. Mille 
Lacs county's quota is 28, Isanti coun
ty 127, Sherburne county 39, Benton 
county 86, Kanabec county 59. 


