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STATE LEGISLATURE 
Babcock's Good Roads Bin Passes 

Both House and Senate Oppos

ed Only by Towrileyites. 

Warner-Hompe Bill Goes Back t® 

House With Favorable Report 

From Elections Committee. 

By the overwhelming vote of 58 to 
3 the senate late last Thursday passed 
the good roads bill providing for the 
adoption by the state of a trunk high
way system as outlined by C. M. Bab-
cock, highway commissioner. On 
Friday the house passed the bill by a 
vote of 110 to 7. In both the senate 
and house those who voted against the 
measure were nonpartisan league 
members, namely, Senators Lee, Loon-
,n and Naphn, and Representatives 

Burdoff, Flahaven, Skaiem, Torkelson, 
Urness and Gislason. As a number of 
amendments were made in the house it 
was necessary for the bill to go to 
a conference and be resubmitted to the 
upper body where it was repassed on 
Tuesday. 

The measure's adoption as a part of 
the state constitution will enable the 
state to issue bonds, not to exceed in 
amount $10,000,000 a year, for the con
struction and maintenance of a trunk 
highway system in the state. Such 
bonds, the bill provides, shall be re
tired by the proceeds of a tax to be lev
ied on all motor vehicles used in the 
state. Only in case the proceeds of 
this tax should be insufficient to retire 
the bonds, a remote possibility, are 
the resources of the state placed be
hind the bonds. 

The Wilkinson bill authorizing the 
state railroad and warehouse commis
sion to take samples of grain, and 

""eliminating sampling by representa
tives of commission houses has been 
reported back to the house by the com-

v mittee on grain and warehouses, with 
• recommendation to pass. Alleged 

abuses of the privilege granted by con
sent of taking grain samples by com
mission houses to assist in making 
sales led to the introduction of the 
bill, it was said. 

Representatives Warner and Cullum 
have introduced a bill exempting den
tists from jury duty. A bill has also 
been introduced by Mr. Warner to es
tablish county boards of health of five 
members and to authorize county 
boards to appoint a county physician 
and county dentist, and to appropriate 
money for same and to levy taxes for 
the support thereof. 

Senator Orr has introduced a bill re
quiring persons owning motor vehicles 
to carry identification cards and to 
register when stopping at any public 
garage. Also providing penalty. 

Amended to include supreme court 
judges as party nominees, the Warner-
Hompe primary election bill has gone 
back to the house with a favorable re
port from the elections committee. The 
bill provides for nomination of all can
didates for state office in conventions, 
cielegates to which are to be chosen by 
direct vote at the primary election, by 
counties and senatorial districts. The 
bill was amended in committee to re
duce the size of the conventions, mak
ing one delegate for each 400 votes 
cast for governor, instead of one for 
each 250 votes. The committee also re
ported favorably the Corning bill tak
ing the word "nonpartisan" off the 
ballot as a designation for county and 
legislative candidates. Instead the 
label will read "having no party des
ignation,1' so as to avoid confusion 
with the nonpartisan league. a 

Co-operative associations are care
fully regulated in a measure introduc
ed in the house on Monday by Repre
sentatives Elias Nordgren, C. F . Ser-
line and Theodore Christianson. I t 
follows mainly the Wisconsin co-oper
ative law. The bill regulates capital
ization and provides that all stock 
must be issued at par, and no stock
holder is to own more than $1,000 

• £ ^ o r t h , par value, or have more than 
c>ne vote. Each asociation is allowed 
to purchase stock in other associations, 
issuing its own stock in payment. The 

r association is given the first privilege 
of purchasing and retiring any stock 
offered for sale. 

In committee of the whole the sen-
'a te has advanced to the calendar F . L. 
Cliff's bill requiring every legal news
paper to be printed in the English 
language. This is a good measure and 
should pass. No paper printed in a 
foreign language should ever be per
mitted to obtain a legal status in this 
country. In fact such papers should 
be eliminated. 

1 *Ck Governor Bumquist has signed the 
bill giving soldiers of the recent war 

^preference in public employment the 
< same as veterans of the civil war and 
^ t h e Spanish-American war, 
r4 The lifting of the lid as a result of 
^ the withdrawal by the state safety 

commission of its orders covering the 
liquor traffic has had the effect of re
plenishing a number of cellars in the 
dry sections of the state. One legis
lator said that he had a number of 
orders from constituents in anticipa
tion of the withdrawal, but that he 
would have to consult the legal depart
ment before he took action. The attor
ney general has since ruled that local 
laws only govern and that there is no 
legal restrictions as to railroads ac
cepting liquor for shipment. 

A bill to establish the Minnesota 
•Land and Lake Attractions board was 
presented on Tuesday by Representa
tive F . J. McPartin of International 
Falls. The board is to consist of five 
members appointed by the governor. 
They will serve without pay and will 
have charge of a special program for 
advertising Minnesota's attractions as 
a summer resort. The bill, which is 
the outcome of the movement started 
by the Minnesota Ten Thousand Lakes 
association last summer to advertise 
Minnesota as a summer playground, 
carries an appropriation of $50,000 a 
year for two years. Such a board would 
constitute an expensive and unneces
sary department of state and would 
offer many opportunities for graft. 
Let the Thousand Lakes and other as
sociations pay for their own advertis
ing—the people of the state are al
ready overburdened with taxes for 
the maintenance of bureaus and boards 
from which no benefits are derived. 

The office of state land sales man
ager in the state auditor's office will 
be abolished if a bill introduced by 
Representative C. H. Warner of Ait
kin becomes a law. The bill was 
drawn in the office of the state au
ditor. Land sales may be conducted 
by the state auditor, his deputies or 
any bonded employes of his office un
der the provisions of the bill. The of
fice is a sinecure, paying $2,500-a 
year, which should be abolished as un
necessary. 

The house committee on commerce 
will ho]d a hearing next Wednesday on 
the Welch bill to double the license 
fee on oleomargarine. Grocers from 
all parts of the state will be heard. 

TAXRATEEXPLAINED 
Figures Showing Reason for Increases 

of Taxes in Princeton Over 

Those of Last Year. • 

Also How Each Dollar in Taxes You 

Pay Into the Mille Lacs County 

Treasury is Divided. 

The tax_rate for the village of Prin 
ceton for current taxes is 128.4 mills 

obeyed by the county auditor, the 
taxes went through as levied. We in 
no way blame the present council for 
this t they knew nothing of the loan 
coming due- this year, and when they 
did discover it there was nothing with
in reason they could do to head it off. 
I t was just naturally due and had to 
be paid—-that's all. Incidentally, this 
village paid out practically $8,000 in 
interest on this loan, an amount almost 
equal to the principal. By paying the 
loan in full this year we save $360 in 
interest annually. Refunding would 
only have put the day of reckoning off 

PROMOTERS SEIZED 
Accused of Loading Chain of Banks 

With Worthless Securities— 

One Prisoner Released. 

Farmers State Bank of Long Siding 

One of Institutions Affected 

by the Machinations. 

Naturally, each taxpayer wants to temporarily and left us the Interest to 
know, "why is i t ? " The object of this 
article is to give the desired informa
tion. The total taxable valuation for 
the village is $454,037 (last year's val
uation was $383,562), the new valua
tion thus showing an increase of $70,-
475 over the old. There's an old tax 
axiom which is, "the lower the valua
tion, the higher the rate," but as we 
have a larger valuation than we had 
the previous year, we must look to the 
actual taxes voted in order to find the 
difference between the new 128.4 mill 
rate for this year and the comparative
ly low rate of 84.2 mills last year. 

Carrying the comparison a step fur
ther we find the following: 

Last yr. This yr Difference 

State tax late 
•County tax rate 
Village tax rate 
School tax rate 

Mills 
5.08 

12 12 
33 2 
33 8 

Mills 
3.5 

16 7 
55 4 
52 8 

Mills 
1.58 lower 
4 58 higher 

22 2 higher 
19 higher 

Total Cost of War. 
Exclusive of expenditures by Bel 

gium, Portugal, Rumania, Austria-
Hungary and Bulgaria, the total cost 
of the European war was fixed at 
$179,000,000,000, in an official esti
mate made public this week. 

Total expenditures of the allies and 
the United States were fixed at $119,-
581,000,000, exclusive of loans among 
themselves, which totaled $18,375,000,-
000. 

The individual expenditures of the 
nations were given as follows: Great 
Britain, $37,100,000,000; France, $27,-
000,000,000; United States, $18,481, 
000,000; Russia, $18,000,000,000; Italy, 
$10,000,000,000; Serbia, $8,000,000,000; 
Japan and Greece, $1,000,000,000. 

The loans made by these powers and 
included in the individual expenditures, 
although not added to the total as a 
separate item, were as follows: Great 
Britain, $8,500,000,000; France, $2,-
000,000,000; United States, $7,875,000,-
000. % 

The total expenditures of Germany 
were given as $36,500,000,000 and of 
Turkey, $23,000,000,000, making an ag
gregate of $59,500,000,000 for these 
two members of the German alliance. 

Slowness of Federal Roads Project. 
Although congress has appropriated 

$48,500,000 to assist the states in road 
building and the government has ap
proved 760 projects embracing a total 
of 7,869 miles, less than forty-five 
miles of highway have been construct
ed under the federal aid plan. 

These figures were made public by 
the department of labor as part of 
its campaign-to stimulate revival 'of 
public works construction as art offset 
to unemployment. ^ 

Although federal aid for state roads 
has been available since 1917, only 
eight states report road projects in
volving federal aid, the department's 
statement said. 

Admitting that road materials and 
labor costs are high, the department 
asserted that the expense of road 
building to the states will not be pro
hibitive because the federal appropria
tions will cover one-half. 

The Townlcy Appeal Cases. 
Disloyalty cases against A. C. 

Townley, president of the nonpartisan 
league, and Joseph Gilbert, former 
league organizer, will be argued 
March 11 on their appeals to the state 
supreme court. Hearings on forty ap 
peals make up the March calendar of 
the supreme court. The court will re 
sume hearings March 10 after the 
usual February recess. 

Signs New Armistice Terms. 
A Copenhagen dispatch says that 

the German government has accepted 
the allies? terms for the extension of 
the armistice. 

Totals 84 2 128 4 412 higher 
Thus we find an increase of 44.2 

mills over last year's rate. We cannot 
blame the state or legislature, as we 
find our state rate lower by 1.58 mills. 

The county shows up with an in
crease of 4.58 mills. The county dads 
have this alibi to offer to explain this 
substantial raise in the county ra te : 
The 1917 session laws give a county 
board authority to make a special levy 
of not to exceed five mills in all coun
ties where federal aid road projects 
are under construction. The county 
is now in the throes of one of these 
complicated contracts and found it ab
solutely necessary to levy this addi
tional tax in order to make the Scenic 
highway a success. Naturally, in a 
job of this size, covering as it does, 
some 40 odd miles of partially built 
road, including also several miles of 
new road, and numerous bridges and 
culverts, it was impossible to foresee 
all the contingencies that have arisen 
since the work was started. In road 
contracts extra work means extra pay, 
therefore the extra 5-mill levy by 
the county board. However, 2% miles 
of this Scenic highway are in the cor
porate limits of this village, and this 
extra 5-mill tax means that the vil
lage will actually pay into the county 
treasury $2,270.14, or in other words, 
we pay that amount for 2V2 miles of 
Scenic highway in the village. 

The village rate shows an increase 
of 22.2 mills. This increase is more 
than accounted for by the 33 mills that 
was ordered levied by the state au
ditor to pay state loans due from the 
village on July 1, 1919. The following 
comprise these state loans: 

1st.—A loan of $10,000 made from 
the state June 6, 1893, interest a t 4 
per cent, payable annually, ten bonds 
of $1,000 each, all payable July 1,1919. 
One of these bonds was paid up by the 
village in 1910, when W. H. Ferrell 
was president of the council, leaving a 
balance of $9,000 due this year. 

2nd.—Another loan of $10,000 made 
from the state August 9,1911, interest 
at 4 per cent, payable annually, five 
bonds of $2,000 each, payable July 1, 
1917-18-19-20 and 21. Two of these 
bonds are already paid and number 3 
will be paid this year, and the loan 
entirely paid up in 1921. 

3rd—The armory loan of $2,000, 
made from the state September 12, 
1912, interest a t 4, per cent, payable 
annually, whole amount due in 1924. 

The total amount ordered levied by 
the state auditor to cover these bonds 
and interest due amounts to $14,982.90, 
as, under the law, the state auditor 
must order1 the county auditor to levy 
the amount actually due, plus 50 per 
cent to cover all delinquencies, the un
used balance eventually reverting back 
to the village treasury. 

Now, it was extremely unfortunate 
that this first loan was so arranged 
that it came due all a t once, instead of 
spreading it over a period of five or 10 
years, where the payment would have 
been so gradual and easy that it would 
not have caused a ripple in tax mat
ters. I t was made 20 years ago, we 
know not the whys or wherefores, all 
we know is, that it is due and must be 
paid July 1, 1919. An eleventh 
hour attempt was made by the council 
to make arrangements with the state 
auditor for refunding bonds to take 
up this loan and tide it over until a 
more opportune time, but as the coun
ty auditor had already compiled his 
rates and extended the taxes, and as 
the state auditor submitted nothing in 
writing to change his original order 
to levy, which is official and must be 

pay just the same. 
The school .taxes jumped up 19 mills. 

However, when we stop to consider 
the regular annual running ex
penses, the purchase of an ad
ditional half block for a school 
site,; the building of a new 
school house and, coupled with all 
this, the unfortunate loss of the old 
building by fire, with the additional 
costs and expenses of conducting the 
public schools in almost every vacant 
building in town, we can in no way 
blame the school board for the increase 
in rate—no taxpayer could have done 
otherwise under like circumstances. 

The following table shows exactly 
how each dollar of taxes you pay into 
the county treasury is divided and 
where it goes to. 
State 
County 

Village 
Village revenue 
Public librarv 
Water and light 
State loan 
Street improvement 

School. 
Local 1 mill 
Special 
State loan 
School site and building 

09 
01 

.03 
.26 
.04 

$ .03 
.13 

43 

01 
.33 
.01 
.06 .41 

Total $100 

From the foregoing you may draw 
your own conclusions and rest assur
ed that the tax rate for next year will 
be substantially lower. At least, we 
sincerely hope so. 

Americanizing the Schools. 
A public hearing will soon be held 

for discussion of a bill now pending 
in the Minnesota senate, making Eng
lish the only language/to be used in 
a.ny primary school, whether public, 
private or parochial, within the state. 
The bill has been denounced by a sen
ator who represents a strongly Ger
man district as "rank jingoism." But 
it looks more like sane Americanism. 

One of the facts correctly stated by 
the ex-kaiser regarding the establish
ment of the German language in 
America was, "Whoever speaks Ger
man, is German," and also, "Wherever 
German is spoken, that is Germany." 
He had authority for this statement 
from one of his own poets, Ernst 
Montz Arndt, who in his classic rhyme, 
"Das Deutchen Vaterland," says: 

Where is that German Fatherland' 
'Tis where lesounds the Geiman tongue. 
Where every Frenchman's called a foe, 
Where every German's called a friend. 
The effect of persistently speaking 

one's own tongue in a foreign country 
is set forth logically and historically 
by this poet. The German who per
sists in speaking German m a foreign 
land still thinks in German. He car
ries his German hates and loves along 
with him, as a part of his necessary 
luggage. After this war, more than 
before, the American as well as the 
Frenchman will be "called a foe" by 
the persistent German. In fact, the 
whole world must now be hated by 
Germany, because Germany offended 
the whole world. Germans coming to 
America will tend to group together 
more than ever before, and cling to 
their un-American institutions. By 
such action they will make their Amer
ican-born posterity worse pro-German 
than themselves. This has been the 
unvarying history of Prussianism in 
America. I t is the confusion of 
tongues in America that has permitted 
Germanism to thrive insolently among 
us and to remain a stubborn, vital 
germ in the American social body. 

No other tongue but German is so 
hostile to American institutions and 
American ideals. But* no foreign 
tongue, however friendly, should be 
the thinking tongue of American chil
dren. In voting on this bill let each 
legislator ask himself: "Which would 

'please the German enemies of America 
more, to pass this bill, or to kill i t ? " 
Is i t safe to vote with the" gang of 
world-raiders which we have just man
aged to defeat ?—Minneapolis Journal. 

Accused of loading up a chain of 
13 small banks with notes of doubtful 
value aggregating. $500,000, Wm. H. 
Schaefer, well-known promoter, and 
Chas. F . Wyant, president of the Min
neapolis Mortgage Security company, 
were arrested in their homes on Tues
day and lodged in the Hennepin county 
jail. These arrests followed the clos
ing, by order of the state superinten
dent, of 13 banks following an inves
tigation of their affairs. County At
torney Nash and State Superintendent 
Pearson said the two men are accused 
of manipulating the affairs of the 
Mortgage Security company and a 
chain of 13 banks controlled by the 
company through majority stock own
ership in such a manner that hundreds 
of doubtful notes, unsecured and in 
many instances signed without consid
eration by financially irresponsible 
persons, were bought from the com
pany by the banks. The banks involv
ed are: 

St. Louis Park State bank, St. Louis 
Park. 

Waconia State bank, Waconia. 
Farmers State bank of New Prairie. 
Chanhassen State bank, Chanhas-

sen.* 
Peoples State bank, St. Bonifacius. 
Augusta State bank, Augusta. 
Merchants and Mine State bank, 

Tower. 
Farmers State bank, Skyberg. 
Marine Mills State bank, Marine 

Mills. 
Farmers State bank, Cologne. 
Farmers State bank, Frontenac. 
Hamel State bank, Hamel. 
Farmers State bank, Long Siding. 
Later the Farmers and Merchants 

State bank of Watertown was ordered 
closed, making a total of 14. 

I t is possible the depositors of the 
closed banks will lose nothing, Super
intendent Pearson said, the closing be
ing made necessary because of capital 
impairment. In many cases stock
holders doubtless will furnish the 
money to take up the doubtful paper 
and the banks will reopen. 

Schaef er, the meteoric young promo
ter, who until a few days ago was 
dealing in sums of hundreds of thou
sands of dollars, yesterday remained 
locked in a cell in jail because of his 
inability to raise the comparative 
paltry $25,000 demanded as bail by 
the municipal court. His attorney, 
John F. Dahl, said it might be two or 
three days before the necessary bail 
could be obtained. County Attorney 
Nash expected to have Schaefer ar
raigned on a first degree larceny 
charge today. 

Charles F . Wyant, president of the 
Mortgage Security company, arrested 
with Schaefer, was at liberty yester
day, having been released by the coun
ty attorney after explaining the $500,-
000 note transactions. All remaining 
assets and the books of the company 
were taken in charge by the state 
superintendent of banks, who is the 
complaining witness against Schaefer. 

special ruling tha t applies only to ob
jectors. 

The men, upon buying railroad tick
ets for their homes, were not forced 
to pay more than the soldier who 
served at the front, Mr. Baker's or
der making it possible for them to> 
ride at the two cents a mile rate. 

Although the conscientious objectors 
were "honorably restored to duty" by 
Secretary Baker's order, their dis
charge papers are neither "honorable" 
nor "dishonorable" discharges. The 
usual honorable discharge is on white 
paper, the dishonorable discharge on; 
yellow paper. The discharge papers 
of the conscientious objectors were 
blue and bore this legend: 

"This man is a conscientious ob
jector. He has done no military ser
vice. He has refused to wear the un
iform." 

Feeling ran high against the ob-
jecors among the men in the 49th in
fantry, returned to Fort Leavenworth 
recently from France, officers said. 
As one veteran explained: 

"There isn't an enlisted man in the 
army who has saved $400 from his 
pay. And here are these fellows, re
leased prisoners, walking away with 
what seems to the soldiers a small for
tune." 

A Jolly Sleighride Party; 
A party of young folks consisting of 

Misses Marie and Myrtle Wilcox, Ma
bel Rogers, Josie Anderson, Katie 
Abrahamson, Yvonne Godbout, Anna 
Peterson, Miriam Fox, Helena and 
Ella Noeske, Henry Prahl, Bobbie 
Sausser, John Bornhold^t, Lloyd Saxon 
and Gordon Robideau went for a 
sleighride on Friday night to the Ken-
ely home in Greenbush. The evening 
was spent in playing interesting1 

games, and good music was furnished 
by Kenneth Kenely with his violin and 
Mabel Rogers as organ accompanist. 
A lunch was served a t midnight, soon 
after which all departed for home say
ing they had a most enjoyable time. 
Although all were fairly chilled by 
the time home was reached, it is doubt
ed whether any of them will hesitate 
when it comes to going again. 

Truce Renewal Terms Signed. 
The armistice renewal terms have 

been signed and, among other things, 
they are said to call for the destruc
tion of the Kiel and Helgpland forts, 
and the cessation of Hun activities on 
the Polish frontier. Either side, ac
cording to the truce terms, may, up
on three days' notice, resume hostil
ities. The drastic terms imposed upon 
the Huns in this new Foch armistice 
are causing them to grovel like the 
whipped curs that they are and grate 
their teeth in silence. ^ 
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An Outrageous Truth. , 
One hundred and nine religious con

scientious objectors, after being "hon
orably discharged to duty" upon or
ders from the war department, were 
released at the United States disciplin
ary barracks at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Two of the total of 113 ob
jectors held here had refused dis
charges, as such would not be "for the 
glory of God," and two were too ill to 
go through the process. 

The good fortune which has accom
panied the men who refused to wear 
the country's uniform because of 
scruples against war continued until 
they left the protection of the gov
ernment. Piled high upon a desk in 
the barracks where discharges were 
given was $33,600 in cash, back pay 
and allotments for the objectors, each 
of whom drew from $400 to $600. Be
cause a prisoner in the disciplinary 
barracks is supposed to forfeit pay, 
none of the objectors had received pay 
or his family allotments until the or
der of Secretary Baker restoring the 
men honorably to duty was made. That 
released $45 a month for each man 
for the time he had spent in prison. 

Soldiers sentenced to the disciplin
ary barracks for breaches of army 
laws receive no back pay, as the ob
jectors did, unless the judge advocate 
who reviews their case's rules they 
have been sentenced unjustly and 
should not have been imprisoned. The 
objectors get their $45 a month on a 
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Burnquist Denounces Rednaggers. 
The bolshevik element in the west 

received little encouragement from 
Governor Burnquist, who was the Lin
coln day orator at Seattle. In a speech 
full of praise for the martyred Lin
coln, and bristling with invectives 
against the red element that is now 
attempting to gain control in the Unit
ed States, he stirred his hearers t a 
a high pitch of enthusiasm and was 
accorded an ovation a t the close. The 
infliction of class he held had no place 
in American affairs, and in this con
nection he paid his respects without 
stint to the I. W. W. and the nonpar
tisan league who have been operating 
extensively in the northwest-

Former Major Admits Peculations. 
John W. Edwards, former major in 

the office of Adjutant General Rhinow, 
admitted that he embezzled $2,170 
by forging and cashing soldier's vouch
ers. Edwards, in his confession, laid 
his downfall to gambling, but that is 
no excuse under the law. The total 
loss, it, seems, will fall upon the Ex
change National bank, where Ed
wards cashed the vouchers. General 
Rhinow said that he had been ad
vised several weeks ago that Edwards 
was gambling and going a t a rapid 
pace, so he discharged him from the 
service. 

Safety Commission Makes Report. 
An accounting of its activities dur

ing the war and of its financial expen
ditures was made by the state public 
safety commission to the^ legislature 
on Saturday. The report shows the 
commission investigated 1,408 reports 
of sedition, interference with "liberty 
loan work, and violations of orders of 
the body, and expended $756,065.77'in 
carrying on its work. On January 1, 
the report shows, there was a balance 
of $252,018.23 of the $1,000,000 fund, 
appropriated for the commission:. 

Extra Session Predicted. 
The sixty-fifth congress entered u p 

on the final fortnight of its existence* 
with the hope of passing all of the ali-
most unprecedented mass of pending-
legislation virtually abandoned by 
most leaders. Night sessions of the 
senate and house until March 4 have 
been ordered, but the belief is growing 
that an early extra session of the new-
congress will be necessary for the 
enactment of some of the annual ap*-
propriation measures. 

Mr. Burleson's Speed Limit. 
Postmaster General Burleson has" 

asked congress to provide him with a 
horse-drawn vehicle for personal use, 
in preference to a motor car. Mr. Bur
leson's sense of proportion will not al
low him to travel any faster than his 

•official department 
City Star.^ " ' *** 

- — 

K A* 


