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better that the few si ould be to the many,
than the many to the few.

-- What then is to be done, if neither the
majority nor the minority, the greater nor
less part, can be safely trusted with the ex-
clusive control? What but to vest the
powers of the Govornment in the whole
the entire people to make it in truth and
reality the Government of the people, in-

stead of the Government of a dominant over
a subject part, be it greater or less of the
w hole peou'e nnl if thi 17. - ..
should prove impossible in practice, then to sand eight hundrtd, as large as is the num-mak- e

the nearest approach toit,bv reqnir-- ; ler were regarded as still too few, and six
ing'he concurrence in the action of the gov- - thousand one hundred too many r.n.ve
eminent, of the greatest posoiid. timoi-- r i

1,11 o ifs for "it1 Wrc litter tuing
consistent with the srreat ends for v hit h ,,nl to ew lo plundered, and the former
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vote or order, requiring the consent ofth.two houses, so as to render it impossible toelude it by any conceivable device. Thi
t itself was an adequate motive for th

provision, and ere there no other, ought trbe a sufficient reason for the reiection ofthiiresolution. Without it, thedivMon of noW.er between the legislative and Executive
departments, would have been merely nomi-
nal.

But it is not the only motive. There
is another and deeper, to which the division
itse.fofthe Government into department
is subordinate: lo enlarge the popular basis,by increasing the nu.nber of v.wno ,- .no.

to its action. Assary numerous as are the
voices required to ohtain the assent of the
people through the Senate and he Houe
to an act, it was not thought by the frame rs
of the Constitution sufficient for the tictioa

' cf the Government in nil cases. Nine tho:r.

J nni to large to divide the spoils
among. Till the increase of numbers on

! one side and the decrease on the other reach--
es that poitit, there is no security for t io
weaker against the stronger, especially in so
extensive a country as ours. .Acting in the
spirit of these remarks, the author of the
Constitution, although they dee the con-curren- ce

of the Senate and the H u;e as
sufficient, with the approval of the President,
to the enactment of laws in rdin.iry rases,
vet, w hen he dissented, they deem it a suffi-

cient presumption against the measure to re-

quire a still greater enlargement o the pop-
ular basis for its enactment, , Willi this vi w,
the assent of two-third- s of both House
were required to overrule his veto, that is
eighteen Slates in the Senate, and a constit-
uency of ten millions six hundred thousand
in the other House.

But it may be said that nothing is gained
towards enlarging the popular has. a of the
government by tne veto power; because the
number necessary to elect a majority to
the two Houses, whithout which the act
could not pass, would be sufficient to elect
him. That is true. But he may have been
elected by a different portion of the people,
or if not, great changes may take place du-

ring his four years, both in the Senate and
the House, whi h may change the majority
that brought him into power, and with it the
measures and policy to be pursued. In eith-
er case he might find it necessary to inter
pose his veto to maintain his views of the
Constitution, or the policy of the party of
which he is the head, and which elevated
him to power.

But a still stronger consideration for vesting
him with the power may bo found in the differ-
ence of the manner of his election, compared
with that of the m?tnbers of ei'her House. The
Senators are elected bv the vote of the Leuisla-tureso- f

the resctive States, and the mem. era
oiiho House oylIiepeopfe, who, in atmou all
the States, elect by districts. In neither is
there the least responsibility of the members of
anyone State, to the Legislatuie or peoplo of
any other State They n re, as fur as their res-
ponsibility may be concerned, fololy and exclu-
sively under the influence of tiie Siatesj and eo-pl- e,

who respectively elect them N o th
President. The vote? of the wliol- - arecojnted
in his election, which makes him more or les
responsible t every part to thoe who voted
against him, as well as those to whom he oes
his election, which he mast feel sensiblv. If
he shoul 1 be an aspirant for a he will
desira to g;iin the favorable opinion of States
that opposed him. aj well as to retain that of
those which V"td for him. Even it he should
not be a candidate for re-- e ection, the desire of
having a favorite elected, or maintaining the a
cendencj of his party, may have, to a consiJer-abl- e

extent, the samj influence over him. The
effect, in either case, would be to m ike him
Iook more to the interest of the who'e to soften
sectional feelings and asperity to be more of a
patriot, than the partisan of any particjlar in-

terest; and through the influence of these causes
to give a more general character to the politic
of the county, and thereby render the collision
between sectional interests less fierce than it
would be if legislation depended solely on tho
members the two Houses, who owe no responsi-
bility but to those who elected them. Thesams
inflaence acts even on the aspirants for the Pres-
idency, and is followed to a very considerable
extent by the same softening and generalizing
effects. In the case of the President, it may
lead to the interposing of his veto against op-
pressive and dangerous sectional measures, even
when supported by those to whom he owes his
election. But, be the c tuse of interpo.iiiir his
veto what it may, its effect in all cases is to re-

quire a greater lody of constituency, thrugh
the legis'ative organs, to put the Guvern.neut in
action against it to require another key t be
struck and to bring out a more fab an irfect
response from the voice of the peeple.

There still is another impediment, if not
to the enactment of a law, to its executi-m- ,

to be found in the Judiciary department. I
refer to the right of the courts in all cases
coming lefore them in law or equity, where
an act of Congress comes inqu- - stion, to de-

cide on its unconstitutionc lity, which, if de-

cided against the law in the Supreme couit,
is in effect a permanent veto. But here a
difference must be made between a decis-
ion against the constitutionality of a law of
Congress and that of the States. The for-

mer acts as a restriction on the powers of
this Goernment,but the latter as an enlarge-
ment.

Such are the various processes of taking"
the sense of the people through the divisions
and oiganization of the different departments
of the Government, all of which acting
through their appropriate organs, are inten-
ded to widen ts basis and render it mare
pop ilar, instead of less, by increasing the
number necessary to put it into action, and
having for their object to prevent one por-
tion of the community from aggrandizing or
enriching itself at the expense of the other,
and to restrict the whole of the sphere inten-
ded by the framers of the Constitution. Has
it effected these objects? Has it prevented
oppression and usurpation on tho part of the
Government? Has it accomplished the ob-

jects lor which the Government was ordain-
ed, as enumerated in the preamble of the
Constitution? Much, very much, certainly
has been done, but not all. Many instances
might be enumerated, in the. history of th
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the mode of ratification, which is the materi
al point, is the same, and requires, the con-
curring assent of three-fourth- s of the Stales,
regardless of population, to ratify an amend-
ment. L"t us now pause for a moment to
trace the effects of this provision.

There are now twenty-si- x States, and the
concurring assent, of comse, of twenty
States, is sufficient to ratify an amendment.
It then results that twenty of the smaller
States, of which Kentucky would be the lar
gest, a-- e suffic.ent for that purpose, with a
population in federal numbers of only 7,652,
097, I ess by several bundled thou;inl than
the numerical majority of the whole, against
the unbed voice of the other six,wi h a pop
ulation of S,216,279, exceeding thj former
by more than half a million.

And jet this minority, under the amending
power, may change, altar modify or destroy
every part of the Constitution, "except that
which provides for an equality of represen-
tation of the States in the Senate, while, as
it in mockery and derision of the Senator's
theory, nineteen of ihz larges States, with a
population, in federal numbers, of 15,526,073
cannot, even if united to a man, alter a let
ter in the Constitution, aiininst the seven
others with a population of only 1,382,303:
and this too, under the existing Constitution,
which is supposed to form the people of the-- e

into a nation, finally. Delewarp. with
population of little more than 77,000, can
pui her veto on all the other States, on a
proposition to destroy the etmalitv of the
States in the Senate. Can lacts more clear
ly illustrate the total disregard of the nu
merical majority, as well in the process of a- -

mending, as in that ol forming and adopting
the Constitution?

All this must appear anomalous, strange
and unaccountable, on the theory of the Sen
ator, but harmonious and easily explained
on the opposite; that ours is an union, not of
individuals, united by what is called a social
compact, for that would make it a nation;
nor of Governments, tor th at would have
formed a mere Confederacy, like the one
superseded by the present Constitution; but
an union of States, founded on a written.
positive compact, forming a Federal Repub-
lic, with the same equality t;f rights among
the States composing the Union, as among
the citizens composing the States themselves!
Instead of a nation, we are in reality an as
semblage of nations, or peoples, (it the plu
ral noun may be used whore the Janfrua"--
affords none,) tmtil in their sovereign chai
acter immediately and directly by their own
act, but without loosing their separate and
independent existence.

It results from all that has been stated, tha1
either the theory of the Senator is wrong, or
that our political system is throughout a pro
found and radical error. If tha latter be the
case, then that complex system of ours, consis-
ting of s i many parts, but blended, as was sup- -

post a, into one harmonious and sublime whole.
raising Us front on high and challenging he ad
miration of the world, is but a misshapen and
disproportionate siructuie that ou;rht to be de-
molished t' the ground, with the single exception
of the apartment allotted to the House of
llepresentatives. Is the Senator prepared to
commence the work of de nolition? Does
he believe that all other parts 'of this com-
plex structure are irregular and deformed
appendages; and that ii Ihey were
taken down, and the Government erected
exclusively on the will of the numerical ma
jority, would effect as well, or better, the
great objects lor which it was instituted: "lo
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquili
ty, provide for tne common defence; pro
mote the general welfaie; and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos
terity." VY ill the senator will any one
can any one venture to assert that? And if
not, why not? There is the question, on the
proper solution of which hangs not only the
explanation of the veto, but that of he real
n-ti- ire and character of our complex, but
beautilul and harmonious system of dovern- -

ment. losivealull and systematic solu
tion, it would be necessary to descend to the
elements of political science, and discuss prin
ciples little suited to a discussion in delibera
tive assembly. I waive the attempt, and
shall content myself with civimr a much
more matter of fact solution.

It is sufficient, for that purpose, to point to
the actual operation of the Government.
through all the stages of its existence, and
the many and important measures which
iave agitated it from the beginning; the suc
cess
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of which one portion of the people re- -
.

garden as essential to tneir piosperity and
tappiness, while other portions have viewed
them as destructive of both. What does
this imply, but a deep conflict of interests,
real or supposed, between the different por-
tions of the comrnun'tv, on subjects of the
first magnitude the carrency, tae finances.
including taxation and disbursements: the
Bank, the protective tariff, distribution, and
many others; on all of which the mostjoppo
site and conflicting views have prevailed?
And what wouid be the efiect of placing the
powers oi the (jovernment under the exclu
sive control of the numerical majority of
8,000,000 over 7,900,000; of six stated over
all the rest but to give the dominant inter
est, or'combmation ofinterests, an unlimited
and despotic control over all others? What,
but to vest it with the power to administer
the Government for its exclusix benefit, re-

gardless of all others, and indifferent to their
oppression and wretchedness? And what.
in a country of such vast extent, and diver-
sity ot condition, institutions, industry, and
productions, would that be, but to subject the
rest to the most grinding despotism and op-
pression? But what is the remedy? It would
be but to increase the evil, to transfer the
power to a minority, to abolish the House
of Representatives, and place the control
exclusively in the hands of the Senate in
that of the four millions, instead of the eight
If one must be sacrificed to the other, it is

ROBERT JOSSELYN, Editor.

POLITICAL
VETO POWER.

SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUX,
OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

In Senate, February 2S, 1S42 On the
eto Power.

Mr. CALHOUN said: The Senator from
Kentucky, in support of his amendment,
maintained that the people of these States
constitute a nation; that the nation has a wiP
of its own; that the numerical majority of
me wnoie was me appropriate organ of its
vo ce; and thnt whatever derogated from it,
to that extent departe 1 forom the genius of
the Government and set tip the w of the
minority against the majority. We have
thu presented st the very threshold of the

(discussion, a question of the deepest import,
it regards the subject under con

sideration, but the nature and character ol
our Government; and that question is, are
these propositions ol the benator true? If
they be, then he admitted the argument

the veto w ould be conclusive; not, how-
ever, for the reason assigned by him, hat it
would make the voice of a single functiona-
ry of the Government, (the President,) equiv-
alent to that of some six Senators and forty
numbers of the other House; but, for the far
more decisive reason, according to his theo-
ry, that the President is not chosen bv the
voice ol the numerical majority, and "does
not, therefore, aecorciin to his principle, re- -
present truly ;ne win oi the nation

It is a great mistake Jo suppose that he is
elected simply on the principle of numbers.
'1 hey constitute, it is true, the print iple ele-
ments in his election; but not the conclusive.
Each State is, indeed, entitled to as many
votes in his election, as it is to representa-
tives in the other House; that is, to its Fed-
eral population: but to these, two others are
added, having no regard to numbers for their
representation in the Senate, w hichgreatly in-

creases the relative influence of the small
States, compared to the large, in the Presi-
dential election: What effect this latter ele-

ment may have on the numbers necessary
to elect a President, may be made apparent
by u very short and simple calculation.

The population of the United States, in
Federal numbers, by the late census, is 15,-908,3-

Assuming that MXty-eig- hl thou-
sand, the number reported by the committee
of the other House, will be fixed on for the
ratio of representation there.it will give, jic-cordi-

to the calculation of the committee,
two hundred and twenty-fou- r members to
the other House. Add forty-tw- o, the num-
ber of the Senator, and the electoral college
will be found lo consist of two hundred and
seventy-six- , ol which one hundred and thirty--

nine is a majority. If nineteen of the smal-
ler States, excluding Maryland, be taken, be-

ginning with Delaware and ending with
Kentucky inclusive, they will be found to be
entitled to one-hundre- and forty votes, one
more than a majority, with a federal popula-
tion of only 7.227 ,Su"9; while the seven ether
States, with a population o! S 680,507, would
be entitled to but one hundred and thirty-si- x

votes, three less than a majority, with a pop-
ulation of almost a million and a half greater
than the others. Of the one hundred and
foity electoral votes of the smaller States,
thirtv-eig- ht wou'd be on account of the ad-dit- on

of two to end: Slate lor their represen-
tation in this body, while of the larger there
would be but lourtren on that account; ma-

king a difference of twentv-fou- r votes on that
account, being two more than the entire
electoral votes of Ohio, the third State in
point of numbers in the Union.

The Senator from Kentucky, with these
facts, but acts in strict conformity to his the-

ory of the Government, in proposing the
limitation he has on the veto power; but as
much cannot be said in favor of the substi-

tute he ha? offered. The argument is as con-

clusive against the one, as the other, or any
other modification of the veto that could pos-

sibly be devised. It goes farther, and is con-

clusive against the Executive department
itself, as elected; for there can be no good
reason ollered why the will of the nation, if
there be one, should not be as fully and per-

fectly represented in that depaitment as in
the Legislative

But it does not stop there. It would be
still more conclusive, if possible, against this
branch of the Government In constituting
the Senate, numbers are totally disregarded.
The smallest State stands on a perfect equal-

ity w ith the largest; Delaware, with her sev-

enty-seven thousand, with New York with
her two millions and a half. Here a major-
ity of States control, without regard to pop-

ulation; and fourteen of the smallest States,
with a federal population of but 4,864,457,
little less that a fourth of the whole, can, ii

rhey unite, ovenule the twelve others, with
a population of 11,S34,919. Nay, more;
they culd virtually destroy the Government
and put a veto on the whole system, by re
fusing to elect Senators; and yet this equali-

ty among States, without regard to numbers,
including the branch where it prevails, woul i

seem to be the favorite with the Constitu-

tion. It is its provision that cannot be alter-

ed without the consent of every .State, and
this branch of the Government where it pre-

vails, is the only one that pai ticipates in the

Mr. Clay here interrupted Mr. Calhoun,
and said that he meant a m jority according
to the forms of the Constitution.

Mr. Calhoun, in return, said he had taken
down the words of the Senator at the time,
and would vouch for the correctness of his

statement. The Senator not only laid down
the propositions as stated, but he drew con-elusio- ns

from them against the President's
veto, which could only be sustained on the
principal of the numerical majority. In fact,
.his course at the extra session, and the grounds
assumed both by him and his colleague in
this discussion, had their origin in the doc-

trines embraced in that proposition.

SONG.
BY KOSEUT JOSSr.LTN.

Away, ft way with care.
A ar wiihsihs and tears,

We should It aru like men to bear
Whatever in life ajpears.

'Tis a changeful world at best,
'I here is nothing certain here,

Tis fj!! to hope to be blest,
It is weakness to falter or liar,

lis idle lo strive f r a true.
Oui j')yi tiWe a phantom fi,

Mere bubbles are i uunc ami frae,
We are born but fo suffer aud die.

'1 tun fca, &.c.

The friends, who Sa'ter y,

To-iti'.frt'-W v i 1 1 fnwn in your lace.
Or t'irii wi.h a ei ruful air away

And j jit) in the laugh of disgrace
ho lii'Z a jour iu n Dright,

So Ion,; thev smile and deceive,
" ' Bi't with the flrst thill and shadow of night,

':' How soon will thry all take leave!
1'ben waj,cic.

!j 'Hii-c- h love niav ffa-- in the eye,
In 'he hands vt prcsf.ite

Be fAi in itu-- ki-- s and heard in the sih,
A; d seen cn ;he bli:hiu ( heck;

.., fait-.-- , it is LIe, beware!
Ltke :he rainbow tints 'twill fade.

And leave but the dark cloud there,
U Seek nut i's (reach) reus aid.

Hut aaj, aay with care,
A nay with sighs and tears,

We should learn like men to bear,
ha lever iu life appears.

HotLT Spiuxgs, Mi.

rS'0.,
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! ADVICE TO THE PLANTERS.
I We repaid vou ns occupying t he first and

mr'st honorable position in society- - If vir--I

lue, i.oncr and honesty are to be found any
I where in these days of general vice and
3 corruption, they are to be found among

you. Breathing the pure air of t he country,
cultivating your own soil, without the temp- -

tations which enticend ensnare thedwel- -

Icrs in towns, you may well he considered
the ground work and mainstay oi the com- -

munity. But to mairvkiin your proper inde-

pendence and exalted character, it is nece-
ssary for you to te watchful prudent and

firm. To be independent you must be free
I from debt. No man, who is liable and sub-

jected to daily duns from his importunate
creditors, can act with that bold spirit which
should ever characterize the Freeman. Live
then within your means. Purchase nothing

Iwhic'i you do not absolutely require for

Vour heulth and comfort, vn)c33 your "stay
circumstances will justify it. Pay prompt-

ly, if possible, for what you buy, and con-

tract no debts without seeing a reasonable

prospect of your ability to discharge them

at the time yeu promise. Above all things,
iivoid Bank credit. Thousands have been

ruined by yielding to the temptation which

the Banks have held out to the sanguine
and, unsuspecting of realizing a large fortune
in a short period. You should have noth

ing to do with banks. They were
never intended for your benefit. Thank
Heaven, their power to effect mischief is

almost over. Trust to slow and sure profits, and

do net permit yourselves to be lead on" from your
proper sphere of action, the cultivation and im-

provement of your farms, by the fallacious hope
.of suddenly amassing wealth by other means.

I A competency in the country, with books and
, friends, an affectionate wife and dutiful children,
is the highth of human happiness. Encourage
good schools, with competent and faithful teach-

ers. ao neighboi hood should be without one.
1 he education of your children is of the first
importance. You owe it to yourselves, to them,
to vrur coun'ry and to liberty. Intf lligence
enj freedom should go hand in hand. They are
tw in sisters and should live as they will die to-

gether. With the cultivation of your fields, neg.
lect no: the culture cf the social feelings and re-

lations. Be neighbourly and kind to each other,
rendering assistance when it is needed, if not
asked. You will add to ycur own stock of hap-

piness, by increasing that cf others. A good
3ian never feels so happy as when he has, unso-yeite-d,

from the promptings of his heart alone,
performed a generous and noble action. When
3;'dererjces and difficulties arise among you, set-'J- e

them amicably, if possible, without recourse
to the law. Temperance and industry will en-

sure you health and subsistence, and prevent
wyers and Doctors Bills. Finally, if you are

pt already, become imm&iiittlu subscribers to
k Guard, and pay in adrance, and .you shall
Car more from its editor soon.

Fort-Pickeri.n- g. Thursday 24th.
i tCTThe Ri ver is believed to beon astand;

rnear the great flood mark of 1S2S.
,

e Me country below is inundated, and
e actress it must cause to the poor, in the
Jlrocion of their little effects, stock, &c,
Rentable. W e expect soon to hear thate whole Louisiana coast is submerged.

Uti ngtand destruction, and delay of
o 'Q Crons mncl Via rrreat."1

SedU Ia,'ket continues abundantly
r cash

wln every thing. And bargains
tie pa10 hat 'nca'culaby 'ow wiln a
'Vanli 0ur PrJuce market is verv
corn V, lre is no !s than 50,000 bushels

we L ? laQding. Hard as the times
be th p starye. if we want to. Bless-"rtca- n.

p h,,for her gat fruitfullncss!

powers of all the others. As a part of the
Legislative Department, it has full participa-
tion with the other, in all matters of lesisla
tion, except originating monev bills, while it
participates with the Executive in twoofit
highest functions, that of aDDointino-- to offiPf- -

and making treaties, and in that of the Judi
ciary, in being the high court before which
an impeachments are tried.

But we have not yet cot to the end of the
consequences. The argument would be as
conclusive against the Judiciary as against
me senate, or me Lxecutive and his veto.
The judges receive their appointments from
the Exteutive and the Senate; the one nom-
inating, and the other consenting to and jd- -
viing me appointment; neither of w hich

as has been shown, is chosen bv
Uie numerical majority. In addition, thev
hold their office during cood behavior, and
can only be turned out by impeachment, and
yet they have the power", in all cases in law
and equity brought before them, in which
an act of Congress is involved, to decide on
its constitutionality that is, in effect, to pro
nounce an absolute veto.

If, then, the Senator's theory be correct.
its clear and certa'n result, if carried out in
practice, would be to sweep away, not only
the veto, but the executive, the Senate, anil
the Judiciary, as now constituted, and to
leave nothing standing in th midst of the
runs but the House of Representatives,
where only, in the whole range of the Gov-emmen- t.

numbers exclusively prevail. But
as desolating as would be its sweep, in pas-
sing over the Government, it would be far
more destructive in its whirl over the Consti-
tution. There it would not leave a fragment
standing amidst the ruin in its rear.

In approaching this topic, let me premise
what all will readily admit, that if the voice
of the people may be sought for any where
with confidence, it may be in the Constitu-
tion, which is conceded by all to be the fun-
damental and paramount law of law of the
land. It, then, the people of these States
do really constitute a nation, as the Senator
supposes; if the nation has a will of its own,
and if the numerical majority of the whole" is
the only apppropriate and true organ of that
willwe may fairly expect to find that will, pro-
nounced through the absolute majority, per-
vading every part of that instrument, and
stamping its authority on the whote. Is such
the fact? Tne very reverse. Throughout
the whole from first to last from bein-nin- g

to the end in its formation, adoption,
and amendment, there is not the slightest
evidence, trace, cr vestige of the existence
of the facts on which 'he Senator's theory
rests, neither of ilu nation, nor its will, nor
of the numerical majority of the whole, as
its organ, as I shall next proceed to show.

The convention which formed it was call
ed by a portion of the States; its members
were all appointed by the States; received
their authority from their separate States;
agreed to it, when formed, by States; trans-
mitted it to Congress to be submitted to the
States for their ratification; it was ratified
by the people of each State in convention,
each ratfying by itself, for itself, and bound
exclusively by its own ratification, and - by
express piovision it was not to go into opera
tion, unless nine out of the twlve States
should ratify, and then to be binding only le-twee- n

the States ratifying. It was thus put
in the power of any four States, large or
small, without regard to numbers, to defeat
its adoption, which might have been done
bv a very small proportion of the whole, a
will appear by reference to the first census.
That census was taken very shortly after the
adoption of the Constituton, at which time
the Federal population of the then twelve
States was 3,462,279, of which the four smal-
lest, Delaware, Rhode Lland, Georgia, and
New Hampshire, with a population of only
2 11,490, something more than the fourteenth
part of the whole, could have defeated the
ratification. Such was the total disregard oi
population in the adoption and formation of
the Constitution.

It may, however, be said, it is true, that
the Constitution is the work of the States,
and that there was no nation prior to its

but that its adoption fused the peo-

ple of the States into one, so as to make a
nation of what before constituted separate
and independent sovereignties. Such an
assertion would be directly in the teeth of
the Constitution, which says that, when d,

"iL should be binding, (not over the
States ratifying, for that would imply that it

was imposed by some higher authority, nor
between the individuals composing the States,
for that would imply that they were all
merged in one,) but between the States rati- -

fying the same;" and thus by the strongest!
implication, recognising them as the parties!
to the instrument, and" as maintaining their;
separate and independent existence as States,
after its ad ..ption. But let that pass. I
need it not o rebut the Senator's theory
to test the truth of the assertion, that the
Constitution has formed a nation of the peo-

ple ot these States. I back to the grounds
already taken, that if such be the fact if
they really form a nation, since the adoption
of the Constitution, and the nation has a
will and the numerical majority is its oniy
proper organ, in that case, the mode pres-

cribed foAhe amendment of the Constitution
would furnish abundance aud conclusive evi-

dence of the fact. But here again, as in its
formation and adoption, that is not the slight
est trace of evidence, that such is the fact;

on the contrary, most conclusive to sustain
the very opposite opinion.

There are two modes in which amend-

ments to the Constitution may be proposed.
The one, such as that now proposed, by a
resolution to be passed by two-thir- d of both
Houses; and the other by a call of a conven-

tion, by Congress, to propose amendments,
on the application of two-thir- ds of the States;
neither of which give the lost countenance
to the theory of the Senator In both cases

Government was institute) jusice and se
uritv within and without. Bti how is that

to be effected? Not certainly bv consider -

ing the whole community as one, gid ta- -

its sense as a whole by a single process.
which, instead of giving the voice of all, can
can but give that of a part. There is but
one way by which it can possibly be accom-
plished; and that is by a judicious and wise
divisioii and organization of the Government
and community, with reference to its differ-
ent and conflicting interests, and by taking
the sense of each part separately, and the
concurrence of ail as tire voice of the whole.
Each may be imperfect of itself, but if the
construction be good and all the keys skilful-
ly touched, thtre will be given out in one
blended and harmonious whole, the true and
perfect voice of the people.

But on whal principle is such a division
and organization to be made to effect this
great object, without which it is impossible
to preserve free and popular institutions?
To this no general answer can be given. It
is the work of the wise and experienced,
having full and perfect knowledge of the
country and the people in every particular
for whom the Government is intended. I

must be made to fit, and when it does, is

will fit no other, and will be incapable o!
being imitated or borrowed. .Without, then,
attempting to do what cannot be done, I
propose to point out, how that which I have
stated has been accomplished in our system
of Government, and the agency the veto is
intended to have in effecting it.

I begin with the House of Representativs.
There e tch State has a Representative according
to its federal numbers, and when met, a major-
ity of the whole numbers controls its proceed-
ings; thu giving to the numerical majority the
exclusive control throughout. The effect is to
place its proceedings in the power of eight mil-lions- rf

people over all th rust, and six of the
largpst States, ii uni . over the other twenty;
and the consequence, if the House wastheexclu-siv- i

organ of the voice of the people, would pe
the domination of the stronger over the weaker
interests of the community, and the establish-
ment of an intolerable and oppressive despotism.

To find the remedy against what would be so
great an evil, we must turn to this body. Here
an emm-l- y different process is adopted to take
the sense of the community Popnlation is en-

tirely disregarded, and States, without reference
to the number of people, are made the basis of
representaiion, the effect of which is to place
the conUol here in a majority ot the States,
which, had thej the exclusive power, would ex-

ercise it a aud oppressively as
would the ff'iue of hepri'seutatives.

Regarded, then, .sejiaiateiy, neither truly
represents the sense ot the community, and
each is imperfect of ilsell; but when united,
and the concurring voice of each is made
necessary to enact laws, the one corrects
of the other; and, instead r f the less popu-
lar derogating from the more popular, as is
supposed by the Senator, the two together
give a more full and perfect utterance to the
voice of the people than either could sepa-
rately. Taken separately, six States might
control the House, and a little upwards of
four mi'lions mighi control the Senate, by
a combination of the fourteen smaller States;
but by requireing the concurrent votes of
the two, the six largest States must add eight
others to have the control in both bodies.
Suppose, for illustration, they should unite
with the eight smallest, which would give
the least number by which an act could pass
both Houses, it will be found, by adding the
pooulation in federal numbers of the six lar-
gest to the eight smallest States, that the
least number by which an act can pass both
Houses, if the members should be true to
those they represent, would be 9,7S:570 a- -

gninst a minority ot o,uy.y, instead ot
8.000.000 against 7,000,000, if the assent of
the most popular branch alone was requir-
ed.

This more full and perfect expression of
the voices of the. people by the concurrence
of the two, compared to either separately, i

a great advance towards a full and perfect
expression of their voice; but great as it is, it
falls far short, and the framers of theConsti
union were accordingly not satisfied with it.
To render it still more perfect, their next
step was to require the assent of the Presi-
dent, before an act of Congress could become
a law, and; if he disapproved, to require two-thir- ds

of both Houses to overrule his veto.
We are thus brought to the point immedi-
ately under discussion, and which, on that
account claims a full and careful examina-
tion.

One of the leading motives for vesting the
President with this high power, was, un-

doubtedly, to give him the means of protec-
ting the portion of the powers allotted t
him hy the Constitution, against the encroa-
chment of Congress. To make a division of
power effectual, a veto in one form or an-

other is indispensable, The right of each
to judge for itself of the extent of the power
allotted to its share, and lo protect itself in
its exercise, is what in reality is meant by a
division of power. Without it, the allot-
ment of each department would be a mere
partitition, and no division at all. Acting
under this impression, the framcr3 of the
Constitution have carefully provided that his
approval should be necessary, not only to


