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, IJtfcfe Sams , „ 1Juvenile Com Growers 
;._.- BY WALDON rAWCETT 

HE United States govern
ment is now at work 
upon one of the most am
bitious and, by the by, 
one of the most interest- , 
ing projects- itr has .«v»r'"•"•**•-
undertaken. It is noth
ing short of a scheme for 
moving the "corn belt." 
Or perhaps it would be 
more accurate to call it 
a crusade for extending 

belt," for there is no de the "corn 
sire to interfere with the growing of 
our greatest agricultural staple in 
that broad section of the country 
where corn has long been the princi
pal standby of the farmer. The new 
plan of the department of agricul
ture—for of course that is the branch 
of our government machinery that has 
charge of this new activity—is simply 
in effect to make two blades of grass 
grow where only one grew before. 

Although all the world has been 
gasping in astonishment these many 
years past at the bumper crops of 
corn this country turns out each year, 
the experts of the government some 
time since came to the conclusion 
that great as was the national corn 
yield ft was not as big as it ought to 
be. Furthermore, they thought they 
foresaw a time when, with our rapidly 
growing population, the corn crop 
would not be any too big for our own 
American appetite and, of course, if 
that came to pass, we would lose more 
or less of our foreign trade, for a vast 
quantity of Yankee corn products now 
find their way to dinner tables over
seas. 

On the theory of a stitch in time 
the agricultural sharps proceeded to 
get busy over this impending prob
lem. First they set about increasing 
the yield of corn per acre and latterly 
they have entered upon the even more 
significant mission of extending the 
corn growing area. As our readers 
are aware most of the corn crop has 
been grown heretofore in the middle 

The World's Wonders 
JL STRANGE THINGS FOUND IN VARIOUS _v 
* PORTIONS OF THE EARTH J ^ 

EARLY LIFE-SAVING STATION 

On the south shore of Long Island, 
N. Y., near the present Napeague life-
saving station, half hidden from view 
by the sand dunes that have been 
built up about it by the gales that 
have swept the coast during the past 
half-hundred -'•ears, stands an aban
doned life-saving station, the only one 
of its type in existence, and the first 
that was erected by the national gov
ernment. 

In 1845 the Humane Society of Mas
sachusetts, which may be considered 
the parent of the United States life-
saving service, had 18 stations on the 
Massachusetts coast equipped with 
boats and mortars for throwing lines 
to stranded vessels, in addition to nu
merous huts or houses of refuge at ex-
l?oscd points. 

Congress finally was awakened to 
action and a bill appropriating $500 
ior life-saving purposes was passed 
March 3, 1847. In 1848 a second ap
propriation of $10,000 was made. 

Again in 1849 the sum of $20,000 
was appropriated and eight stations 
were built on the coast of Long 
Island, N. Y., that at Napeague being 
one of the number and the only one 
of the original sixteen, so called, now 
in existence. 

The stations were plain houses 42 
feet long, 18 feet wide, of two stories 
and four rooms. One lower room was 
used by the crew, which later manned 
each station, as a mess room.. The 
other contained the life boat and addi
tional apparatus used at shipwrecks. 
One of the upper rooms was used as 
a chamber, the other as a storeroom. 

The old station that still stands 
near Napeague was one of the first 
to be manned by a crew of regular 
surfmen. It is in a fairly good state 
oi preservation because it was used 
until a comparatively short time ago 
as the home of the coast guards. 

Visitors to the Napeague life-saving 
station take great pleasure in visiting 
the old station which is now used as 
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west—in states such as Illinois, Indiana, Iowa 
and Nebraska. But the government experts 
scouting around soon came to the conclusion 
that as good or better corn than America had 
ever known could be raised in prolific quantity 
in the south if only the people south of Mason 
and Dixon's line could be aroused to the pos
sibilities lying dormant at their doors. 

Waking up these southern farmers to their 
neglected opportunities is the present work of 
one of the most efficient organizations in Uncle 
Sam's agricultural corps. It was nothing short 
of an Inspiration that the experts hit upon the 
plan of proving that their corn "fairy tales" 
could come true through the medium of the 
farmer boys of the south. The lads were enlisted 
in this country wide "demonstration work" and 
46,000 of them have lately been giving their fa
thers object lessons right at home. What is more, 
many of the fathers have taken the lessons to 
heart and after seeing with their own eyes what 
phenomenal yields can be made if corn be cul
tivated as the "book chaps" at the agricultural 
department prescribe they have become converts 
to the new ideas and have announced that hence
forth they will cultivate corn the way their sons 
have been doing these past few months. It will 
mean only a fraction more time and work and it 
means production doubled or trebled or quad
rupled. 

Of course the government gave instructions 
to these lads as to how to till the soil in the most 
advantageous manner, but the enthusiasm which 
resulted in corn harvests that have made the 
whole world sit up and take notice was inspired 
by competitive contests for the winners in which 
all sorts of prizes were offered—township prizes, 
village prizes, county prizes, state prizes, and 
goodness knows what, all in the way of trophies 
culminating in each state in a "grand prize" in 
the form of a sightseeing trip to Washington, all 
expenses paid, for one boy. Of course, the gov
ernment did not offer these prizes. Uncle Sam 
has no money available for such purposes, but 
the department of agriculture engineered the 
"Whole scheme and got the public-spirited citizens 
of more than a dozen states so interested that 
they put up the prizes mentioned. Individuals 
fcucb> as bankers and merchants and organiza
tions such as boards of trade, county superin
tendents of education, chambers of commerce, 
etc., contributed to the list of prizes which in the 
Igrand total footed up to more than $40,000 

This whole movement, alike to otner similar 
"educational crusades, has been under the direc
tion of the division of farmers' co-operative dem
onstration work of the department of agriculture 
•and the field ofticers of this institution have 
'brought about systematic effort on the part of 
the youthful corn growers by organizing what 

are known as corn 
clubs. T h e r e a r e 
great numbers of 
township clubs all 
over the land—the 
township being the 

standard unit of organization—and there are 
county clubs in about 600 different counties. 
Circulars of instruction, prepared by Dr. S. A. 
Knapp, the government expert, who is the Sol
omon of this movement, are prepared and 
sent several times during the year to each in
dividual boy who is enrolled in this work. 

Seed selection and the preparation of the 
soil arc taken up first in these courses of in
struction by mail (supplemented by the advice 
of the field workers of the department who 
are continually traveling about to supervise 
and give practical instruction.) All the boys 
who won the biggest prizes paid very careful 
attention to the instructions on this score and 

plowed their acres from eight to sixteen inches 
deep and thoroughly pulverized their seed beds. 
Even more careful advice is given the boys on 
the very vital subject of fertilization and one rea
son why so many of these lads have at the first 
go off gotten better corn crops than their fathers 
have ever been able to produce with all their ex
perience back of them is that the youngsters 
have none of the contempt of the old fogies for 
new-fangled ideas and have been not only willing 
but eager to master a general knowledge of nitro
gen, potash, phosphorus, etc., as agricultural aids 
and the effect of leaves, wood mold, barnyard 
manure, etc. 

The whole plan of computing and comparing 
yields in this country-wide corn-growing competi
tion is done in the most systematic and business
like manner. With swarms of keenly interested 
boys watching each other's crops like hawks 
there is not much opportunity for deception of 
any kind, but in addition to this insurance of pub
licity of methods and yields the department of 
agriculture has its own officers in the field all 
the while and they rigidly Investigate any sus
picious reports just as the field workers of the 
United States census have been probing into the 
enumeration in any town or city that seemed to 
show an undue increase in population since the 
last census. Be it said to the credit of the boy 
corn growers that almost none of them have 
fallen under suspicion on any score. 

In making up the records of the young corn 
growers and awarding the prizes that are offered 
the government officials take into consideration 
other things than the mere crop yield, regardless 
of cost of cultivation and every other factor. 
Indeed, in making awards there are considered 
in addition to yield, the cost per bushel, the best 
ten ears of corn raised and the written history 
of the crop prepared by the boy who raised it. 
Not all the boys who won the big prizes and were 
personally congratulated by President Taft in the 
White House at Washington made the largest 
yields in their states. The economical side was 
ayways taken into consideration in giving out 
the prizes and in apportioning the diplomas of 
merit which Secretary Wilson personally pre
sented to the boys who called on him at Wash
ington. 

The boys who have won rank as Uncle Sam's 
champion corn growers in every instance "made 
good" by exhibiting their prize products at their 
respective county fairs where their neighbors 
could see with their own eyes what they accom
plished by the new method of tilling the soil. In 
many counties the distribution of the county 
prizes for corn growing was made a red-letter 
event this past autumn and as many as 1,000 to 
1,500 persons have assembled at a county seat 

to see prizes awarded to lads who are pointing 
the way to increased averages of corn produc
tion in the south, and incidentally to a partial 
solution of the increased cost of living. And no 
old-time farmer can sneer that the showings 
made in this twentieth-century corn growing are 
spurts of no practical significance. On the con
trary the government officials have applied mod
ern bookkeeping methods to the business side of 
the proposition and the reported costs of produc
tion can be accepted as fair actual costs. 

The yields made during the past season by 
these .young corn growers have been truly aston
ishing and some of them are almost past the 
belief of farmers who have been getting an aver
age of, say, 32 to 40 bushels of corn per acre 
in choice corn country in the middle west. In 
one Mississippi county 48 boys averaged 92 
bushels per acre. In one South Carolina county 
20 boys produced 1,700 bushels of corn on 20 
acres. In another county in that same state 142 
boys averaged 62 bushels per acre. One lad 
made $1,000 from a single acre of corn. Jerry 
Moore of Winonp, S. C, the champion corn 
grower of the world, got the amazing yield of 
228 bushels to the acre. Steve Henry of Louisi
ana carried off the highest honors for economical 
farming, producing on his acre nearly 140 bushels 
at a cost of only 13 cents per bushel. Joe Stone 
of Georgia, youngest and smallest of the national 
prize winners, is only eleven years of age, but 
he produced 102 bushels to the acre at a cost of 
29 cents per bushel. Next season the scope 
of the corn-growing competition is to be greatly 
extended and tha government may also strive 
to get the country girls of the United States 
into a similar competition, only, of course, it will 
not be corn growing but vegetable gardening with 
canning and preserving as a "side line." 

Those Church Suppers! 
Church sales, dinners, teas and the like are 

not only means for promoting social enjoyment 
and incidentally of replenishing the treasuries 
of the organizations which provide them. These 
functions serve a real and valuable economic 
purpose, as is indicated by the lady whom Edna 
K. Wooley quotes in the Toledo Blade. This 
lady, weary of the work of providing three meals 
a day for her family, consisting of herself, her 
husband and her daughter, finds a new joy in 
living at this time of year, and explains why: 
"Last night we went to a roast beef dinner. To
night we are going to a Methodist progressive 
supper. My husband hates those progressive 
suppers, because we start with soup at the 
church, you know, then go to some house for the 
meat course and finish up at some other house 
for the dessert. He says when he sits down to a 
meal he likes to nnish the job on the spot in
stead of getting up every little while, putting on 
his hat and coat and galloping out into the cold 
and cruel world to resume his eats at some other 
stand. But I think it's fun. It's a "blessed change. 
Tomorrow night we go to a Presbyterian church 
supper. That's only 25 cents, too, and I 'don ' t 
see how they do it for the money. The next one 
after that is an Episcopal turkey supper, and the 
next is also a turkey supper at the Unitarian 
•church. Then come the Disciple and Congrega
tion church suppers, and by that time you'll see 
my cheeks sticking out with rich living. What 
would we poor home cooks do if it wasn't for the 
church suppers? They give us a rest from the 
eternal routine of planning and cooking tiie daily 
meals. Nobody that hasn't tried that three-meal-
a-day business knows what a grind it gets to be. 

>I don't believe there's a man on earth would 
stand for i t * 

One of Burma's Great Shrines 

Of the hundreds of temples in Burma, that of Thapinyu is the second in 
size and one of the finest shrines in the country. It dates from about the year 
1100, ia a square pyramidal building of great beauty, rather severe in its 
Jines, and is two hundred feet in height and perfect in its proportions. The 
Thapinyu has but one shrine, in which a huge glided Buddha sits In con
ventional attitude. This temple is built of burnt brick covered with stucco, 
no stone being used, and in its solid construction and tasteful design contrasts 
strongly with the flimsy atrocities erected there in the present day. 

a storehouse. The whirling sands that 
are driven against it by the furious 
gales that sweep the coast of Long 
Island have worn the shingles down 
to a thickness not much greater than 
paper, but the oak timbers are sound. 

The building seems destined to last 
for many years, a relic of the first 
days of the United States life-saving 
service. 

FRENCHMAN SOLVES PROBLEM 

The problem of synchronizing the 
cinematograph with the phonograph, 
which has been for a long time before 
the inventors of two hemispheres, and 
which Thomas A. Edison has been 
working over without success, so far 
as the public knows, for the last 15 
years, has been solved, it is claimed, 
by M. Gaumont, a Frenchman and a 
member of the Academy of Sciences. 

At a session of the Academy M. 
Gaumont presented his apparatus, 
which he calls "the talking cinemato
graph " The machine in the darken
ed hall of the academy delivered a lec
ture by M. d*Arsonval. On the screen 
the noted author was shown delivering 
his lecture, while the phonograph ac
companied accurately with the spoken 
part. M. d'Arsonval himself sat in 
the audience, amazed at the Illusion. 
The correspondence between the 
phonograph and the movement and 
gesture of the pictures was exact. 

The cinematograph talking machine 
has many times been promised, and 

many times the announcement has 
been made that it had been perfected 
The problem, however, of keeping the 
phonograph from running ahead of or 
behind the moving pictures has until 
now proved an insurmountable one 
And this concordance of the dual work 
of the instrument was not the only 
nor even the greatest difficulty . 

After it was found that the phono
graph and cinematograph could be 
made to synchronize it was discover
ed that there were two other prob
lems. One was that when a picture 
subject with its sound accompaniment 
was being recorded the phonograph 
could not receive the sound clearly at 
the distance from it at which it was 
necessary to set the picture machine 
in order to take the views. The other 
puzzle has been to produce the neces
sary increase in the volume of sound 
to be given out by the phonograph, as 
that instrument, until the appearance 
of M. Gaumont's invention, has not 
had sufficient carrying power to make 
it satisfactory and completely intel
ligible in a large auditorium. 

CHICKS HATCHED IN POCKET 

It is not every day that chickens 
are hatched in the train and In a 
lady's pocket. This novel experience 
has befallen a Kirkcaldy (Scotland) 
lady. She had arranged to go with a 
friend to Edinburgh and after dress
ing herself and finding she had still 
a few minutes to spare before train 
time, she decided to have a look at 
two eggs which ought to have hatched 
out the day before. Proceeding to the 
garden she found the eggs still un-
hatched, and thinking they were un
fertile, she took out the eggs and put 
one in each packet of her ulster, with 
a view of taking them to the house. 
On reaching the door she found her 
neighbor waiting f!or her with the in
formation that it would take them 
all their time to catch the train. The 
lady accordingly ran into the house 
for her umbrella, and, forgetting all 
about the eggs, proceeded with all 
haste to the station. On approaching 
the ticket office she put h.er hand in 
her pocket to get her purse when 
she was shocked to find that she had 
omitted to leave the eggs behind. Be
ing afraid that they might get broken 
and spoil her dress, she thoroughout 
the journey sat with a hand in each 
pocket holding the eggs. The heat of 

her hands seemed to provide all that 
was necessary to complete the hatch
ing, and before her arrival at Edin
burgh she had a healthy-looking chick
en in each pocket. 

MAGPIES OF SENEGAMBIA 

A common feature in the villages of 
Senegambia is the crowd of black 
magpies which frequent the neighbor
hood of the huts and subsist largely 
on the parasites which infest the 
sheep. The latter are often irritated 
into flight by their too persistent at
tentions, for the birds sit on their 
backs, and though no doubt in search 
of ticks and other creatures, they are 
not above a peck at any open sore 
which the unfortunate sheep is most 
liable to have. It is interesting to 
watch these birds mounted on the 
sheep's backs, several at a time, re
sisting all attempts to dislodge them. 
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In the great sequoia forests of the west the work of the wood-cutters is 
not without its perils, and they must take precautions to see that the immense 
redwoods that are felled tumble In the right direction. For this purpose there 
has been designed the simple apparatus for "sighting" that is shown In the 
Illustration. 
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HURT DOG CALLS ON DOCTOR 

Exceptional sagacity on the part of 
a dog was shown recently by a bull 
terrier named Tobe, owned by Henry 
Hotchkiss of Topeka, Kan. Tobe loves 
a fight, and has had to be treated sev
eral times by the veterinary surgeon 
as a result of his fondness for a scrap. 
The other week he was again in trou
ble, and retired from the battle with 
a broken leg. Instead of running 
home, Tobe limped straight to the es
tablishment of the dog physician, who 
recognized him as an old patient/ and 
at once attended to the wounded limb. 
As a result the intelligent animal is 
now making good progress^ with its 
leg in splints. 

STOPPED HIS OWN FUNERAL 

An eerie and extraordinary affair 
occurred recently at Yacualpam, Mex
ico, during the course of the nurial 
services of a miner named Reginlo 
Campo, who had been injured in an 
accident in one of the mines, and pro
nounced dead. To the horror and con
sternation of the mourners the "dead" 
man sat up suddenly in his coffin as a 
priest was about to read the prayers 
for the dead. He protested loudly, 
stopped the funeral ceremony, and re
fused to be buried. 

CHILD'S STRANGE ADVENTURE 

A child, aged two and a half years, 
was found by two boys one day recent
ly in the middle of one of the main 
thoroughfares in Market Drayton, Eng. 
It was afterwards ascertained that the 
child had fallen from a trap without 
the knowledge of the parents, named 
Shaw, who were returning home. 
They had traveled six miles before 
they discovered that the Infant ^as-
missing. The child was well wrapped 
up and had not received any injury. 
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