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AERIAL APRONS 
GUARD LONDON 

Defense System Against Hun Air 
Raids Is Now Dis

closed. 

$2.00 PIE THE 

PROTECTIONALMOSTPERFECT 

ANOTHER WAR HERO 

How the Gothas Were Kept Away 
From London Forms Tense Chap

ter in British Mastery Over 
German Air Raiders. 

London.—London's aerial.aprons, o r 
how the Gothas were kept away, 
might form one tense chapter in a 
book about how the British baffled the 
Hun air raiders. The last six months-
of the war there was not a single air 
raid on London, due, in part, to the 
fact that the city's defenses were such 
that they filled enemy flyers with ter
ror. Any aviator that escaped the 
death traps—and the chances were 
about one in three he would not—gen
erally was of little value thereafter for 
flying, because his nerves were shat
tered. A British aviator who by acci
dent was caught in the aerial barrage, 
but managed to land safely near Lon
don, tossed on a bed, verging on in
sanity for weeks, so horrible was the 
•experience. 

Roughly, there were three chief 
weapons for dealing with Hun air 
raiders; the aerial barrage, aided by 
(Searchlights; fast, fighting scout planes 
that attacked the invaders, and aerial 
aprons. The Germans, it may be noted, 
were never able to perfect any scheme 
to prevent British aviators from 
bombing Rhine towns even in the day
time. 

Aerial Aprons Queer Things. 
The aerial aprons were queer 

things. They reminded one of rope 
portieres. Upon signal, captive bal
loons were sent aloft from the out
skirts of the city, the balloons being 
in pairs. These buoyed up a curtain 
of dangling ropes, a half-mile or so 
long. These aerial aprons served two 
purposes: First, they forced the raid
ers to fly high, and when they flew 
high they could not drop bombs ef
fectively; second, any machine dart
ing into the ropes courted destruction. 
When flying high they were met by the 
British fighting scouts. These aerial 
aprons were shifted daily as to height 
so enemy airmen could not be fore
warned. 

London always had the protection 
*>f four score airplanes during the 
last year of war. These machines 
could mount to 20,000 feet. The avi
ators were picked night flyers. At 
such heights it is difficult to see an
other airplane at 100 yards. But at 
A given signal these birdmen took to 
the skies, jealously guarding the ap-
proaches to London. These brave fel
lows often chased a hostile machine 
into the barrage and a few British 
birdmen were killed by their own 
shells. But whether it was a Zeppelin 
or a Gotha that was bent on baby kill
ing the British scouts would swoop at 
their foes like hawks.* 

The barrage was almost like drum
fire. There were two outer barrages 
and one inner. Scores of guns, many 
of them six-inch rifles, were employed 
in this work. They generally worked 
in batteries of four, each unit of the 
battery, perhaps, being a mile or two 
from the other units. The four guns 
would endeavor to get a hostile plane 
in the center of their box fire, and then 
gradually close in their fire so the 
enemy could not escape, the "aerial 
box" gradually being narrowed. 

The entire process depended largely 
upon listening devices which could de
tect the approach of a humming air
plane miles away. 

Efficient Defense System. 
The defense system was so effi

cient that 75 per cent of the raiding 
machines were kept out of London. 
And those machines that got past the 
barrages had great difficulty in escap
ing. To the terror of bursting shrap-

" ^ nel was added the confusion of Verey 
lights, some red, some blue, others 
green, white, yellow and orange, and 
these flashing lights, intermingled 
with the terrific din of the exploding 
shell, so confused aviators that they 
lost all sense of direction and space 
and many of their machines got out of 
control, becoming an easy prey. In 
such cases British birdmen would ap
proach, firing on the enemy machine, 
anti-aircraft guns would halt, and the 
hostile plane would be brought down 
by a burst from the British plane. But 

" often there were fierce duels, marked 
by spitfire from the machine guns of 
the contending flyers. 

The course which the raiders took 
-was traced out, minute by minute, by 
the "stethoscope" operators, and di
rections* given to searchlight crews, 
anti-aircraft gunners and flashed to 
airdromes by aerial defense headquar
ters, which conducted the battle much 
in the same way as a general in the 
field. v 

Scarcely a Gotha got through the 
outer London barrage unscathed. The 
faint hearts who couldn't penetrate 
the barrage often turned back, only to 
find they were outnumbered four to 
one by faster British machines. 

Cow Has Quadruplets. 
Adele, Ga.—A cow belonging to Al

bert Wood, near here, has just land
ed a sledge-hammer blow at the high 
cost of beef by giving birth to four 
well-developed calves, which give 
every sign of arriving a t - t h e beef
steak period in a year or gg». 
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CHAUMOHT LIVELY 
AS ARMY CENTER 

Little City, Picked for Pershing's 
Headquarters, Is Now 

Americanized. 

HOTELS ALWAYS CROWDED 

Hurrying Officers Everywhere While 
War Was on—Pershing Lived in 

Castle—Founded on Place of 
Strategic Value. 

Col. Oscar J. Charles, one of the 
best known young officers in the army, 
was wounded September 29 by a shell 
fragment which drove his water can
teen into his leg below the knee. He 
refused medical attention, removed 
the canteen himself, had it refilled, 
and served wounded men near him 
with water from it and kept command 
of his regiment until the battle was 
over. Colonel Charles was at one time 
adjutant at West Point, served 
through the Spanish war with distinc
tion, was in the Moro campaign, and 
was one of the first officers to ask 
transfer to line service in the recent 
conflict. He commanded the Three 
Hundred and Sixteenth infantry in 
the Seventy-ninth division. 

TRAVEL J N _ A I R SAFE 
Passengers Will Be as Secure as 

on Ground. 

British Government Is Looking For
ward to Weekly Mail Service 

to India. 

London.—Some of the wonders 
achieved in aerial navigation and oth
er wonders contemplated were spoken 
of by Maj. Gen. Sir F. H. Sykes, chief 
of the air staff, in an address before 
the chamber of commerce. 

It was asserted by General Sykes 
that in four months, between July and 
October, 20 trips were made across the 
English channel. The mileage tra
versed was 8,085 and 1,843 passengers 
were carried, although flying was pos
sible only on 7i days. 

As for the future, the government 
was looking forward to a weekly mail 
service to India, for which 25 machine;? 
would be required and the charge for 
sending mail a few shillings an ounce. 
Another route contemplated was from 
Cape Colony to Cairo, for which air
planes and flying boats would be used. 

Suggesting that airships might be 
adopted for long distance flights, Gen
eral Sykes said a German Zeppelin 
flew from Bulgaria to German East 
Africa, carrying twelve tons of ammu
nition. When the Zeppelin reached 
Africa and the commander heard that 
the force for which it was taking the 
ammunition had surrendered the diri
gible made the return journey, reach
ing home safely after'having been in 
the air without landing for four days. 

SOME KICK TO THIS MIXTURE 

Hospital Patients Adulterate Alcohol 
With Formaldehyde, Then Pro

ceed to Wreck Hospital. 

San Francisco.—As real "fire wa
ter," nothing exceeds alcohol adul
terated with formaldehyde. 

This was demonstrated here by 
Grace Wilson and Georgie Clark, two 
vagrants under treatment a t the- iso
lation hospital. 

The two awoke several days ago 
with an awful thirst, and no other bev
erage, except water, being available 
at the moment, they proceeded when 
the nurse was not looking to imbibe 
freely of alcohol, a bottle of which 

%was standing nearby. Then they de
cided to adulterate the alcohol with 
formaldehyde. The effect was very 
similar to that of casting a match into 
a barrel of gasoline. Before the ex
plosions were entirely over, the furni
ture in the room was nearly all 
wrecked, while two policemen, who 
had been sent to quiet them, had been 
locked up in a closet. The two women 
were then locked in a cell and charged 
with disturbing the peace. 

1 Veteran of Civil War 
Finally Gets Pension 

gj Pottsville, Pa. —Thomas J. 
:|:j Rose, a Civil war veteran, has 
:•:• finally been given a pension 
:$• after a clerical error in Wash-
:£ ington kept it from him for 50 
:•:• years. The back pension will 
1$: amount to . several thousands 
j§ of dollars. Seven congressmen 
j-ji t r ied to get Rose 's record 
•:•: straightened out, but this was 
•:•: not accomplished until the pres-
•:•: ent war led to the discovery 
•:•: of additional records. 
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Chaumont^Prance.—This little city 
of the Haute Marne is the home of 
the general headquarters of the Amer
ican expeditionary forces. 

Here lives the commander in chief, 
and in the buildings of the French gar
rison are housed the officers of the 
general staff and all the auxiliary or
ganizations that go with it—the nerve 
center of the army. A city of normally 
about 15,000 inhabitants Chaumont lies 
on the Eastern railway lines, 163 miles 
east of Paris. It was formerly the 
capital of Bassigny, and is now the 
capital of the department of the 
Haute Marne. 

Like most of the older cities of 
France, Chaumont seems to have been 
founded on a site of strategic value. It 
crowns a high plateau between the 
Marne and the Suize, and from the 
walls and towers of the old city is a 
wonderful view of the valley of the 
Marne, the river here being hardly as 
wide as the Marne canal that flows be
side it between its poplar-bordered 
banks. Northward over the narrow 
vale of the Suize the view takes in a 
wide sweep of rolling, forest-crowned 
hills. 

Removed From Paris. 
General headquarters was removed 

from Paris here in September of last 
year, Chaumont being selected after a 
careful search of available locations. 
It lies in the center of what was the 
American training area, every camp, 
as well as the Toul sector, in which 
the American forces first saw battle, 
and all the lines from Toul eastward, 
where we were located, being within 
reach by motor. 

The French post occupied as head
quarter offices is typical of French 
garrisons. Three long, four-story red 
tile-roofed barracks form three sides 
of a great quadrangle facing a wide 
avenue. A group of lesser buildings 
and the customary iron fence and or
namental gates in the remaining boun
dary. On both gate posts fly the Tri
color and the Stars and Stripes. 

Sentries pace their posts on every 
hand, the quadrangle is filled with hur
rying officers and orderlies and clerks, 
hands flash in salute, bugles give their 
almost hourly calls for the various mil
itary events and periods of the day, 
staff cars and motorcycles roll in and 
out and now and then the sentry at 
the gate stiffens even more rigidly and 
brings his piece up with more snap 
when a great olive drab car, shining 
like a yacht slides in, the scarlet tab 
on the windshield with four white 
stars signifying the commander in 
chief. 

Car Often Unheralded. 
Frequently the general's car ap

proaches unheralded and so swiftly 
that the sentry's cry of "Turn out the 
guard" is too late and the commander 
in chief is gone before the guard can 
tumble from the guardhouse,. 

Until last spring General Pershing 
made his residence in a large villa 
near headquarters. He soon found, 
however, that so near the workshop of 
the army he could not have the quiet 
and lack of intrusion necessary to his 
growing responsibilities, and he moved 
in May last to a beautiful chateau 
about five miles from the town. Here, 
in a great rambling castle, situated in 
the Marne valley among groves and 
wide sunlit lawns, he lived with his 
personal staff. Connected by tele
phone with every divisional corps and 
army headquarters, his own offices in 
Chaumont, and with Paris, he did his 
work there when not with the army. 

Chaumont* itself has become almost 
Americanized by the presence of the 
headquarters. Its little hotels are al
ways crowded with officers. I t has 
been very hospitable to the American 
occupation. Nearly every home with, 
a spare room is thrown open as a bil
let for officers and many of the finest 
residences have been taken over en
tirely by the hundreds of messes. In 
many of them the officers have install
ed electricity and bathrooms, and in 
some cases central heating plants, and 
with French servants, live comforta
bly, almost luxuriously as measured in 
military terms. Hundreds less fortu
nate or lacking in rank take their 
chances on whatever billet may be 
found in the crowded town, where a 
bed is always at a premium. 

FUNERAL PLANS IN WILL 

Connecticut Woman Left Specific Di
rections for Obsequies and Amount 

to Be Paid. 

Hartford, Conn.—In her will filed 
for probate here Catherine Guinan had 
specific provisions that a certain un
dertaker should have charge of her fu
neral and that the casket should not 
cost more than $100. She stipulated 
that there should be no more than five 
carriages in the funeral cortege. She 
also made specific provisions concern
ing the embalming,of her body and 
provided in detail for the funeral 
services* 

K v 
>•< Manchester, N. H.—How a V 
• • < bird on a battlefield of France ••< 
• • < indirectly saved the life of Pri- >•< 
W va te Edward Lassonde of the ^ 
A TTni+n/1 C«n«n>< t.s.0.**. „„J-.'11„ kJ 

IC GUNS BROKE 
GERMANS'HEART 

Capture of Great Fortress of 
Laon Due to Yank Navy 

Cannon. 

BIG SURPRISE FOR HUNS 

••< from h is seat and ran after ^ 
>•< the bird. J u s t then a German • $ 
••< shell s t ruck the caisson and it $ 
$g went?*»p wi t f r^S l JsSh ty explo- •$> 
£< sion. The Manchester boy's & 
A C h a s e o f H I P hirr l finvorl h i m Kf ••< chase of the bird saved him fi 
•<•« from injury or death. 9 
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ACTIVE TO THE LAST 
Marines Fight on Until Armistice 

Is Declared. 

Devil Dogs End Their Glorious Cam
paign by Capture of the 

Meuse. > 

Washington.—That marines were ac
t ive in the world war up to the mo
ment tha t the armistice went into ef
fect is evidenced in a division order 
signed by Major General John A. Le-
jeune, U. S. marine corps, command
ing the Second division in France, a 
copy of which has jus t been received 
in Washington. 

According to the order the Devil 
Dogs' las t act in the universal drama 
was a final and definite ^conquest of 
the Meuse river, where l^ie after l ine 
of marines crossed on bridges hasti ly 
thrown across the. stream; by the Sec
ond engineers. ~ ) 

The Fifth and Sixth regiments of 
marines, which received | | h e i r bap
tism of fire a t Chateau-Thierry, head
ed the Second American .'division un
der General Lejeune. On November 10 
they had reached the Meuse, where 
t h e ' Germans had throwii up strong 
intrenchments on the east bank. 

Bridging the river was a hazardous 
feat, but it was accomplished by the 
American engineers under heavy ar
tillery fire. Crossing the s t ream on 
bridges but two feet in width was n 
still more hazardous business. But 
apparent ly the marines consider 
nothing too hazardous to a t least at
tempt. 

With the enemy's arti l lery arid ma
chine guns pouring an incessant fire 
upon these slender s t raws of passage, 
the marines advanced. Time after 
t ime an enfilade of fire swept rows of 
them into the swirling Meuse—but 
they advanced. 

The crossing finally effected, they 
pressed on with undaunted courage 
and stormed the Huns ' stronghold on 
the east bank. The Germans gave way 
before the impetus of tha t furious 
charge and the marines again found 
themselves victors in their last grea t 
bat t le of the war. 

FINDS DIAMOND IN TURKEY 

Bird's Unusual Voice Is Accounted for 
When Policeman Kills Him for 

Yuletide Feast. 

Philadelphia.—The proverbial goose 
that laid the golden egg is a back num
ber to the turkey Policeman John 
Burke tendered his family at 
Yuletide. The priceless bird was de
scribed recently by Burke to his fellow 
coppers at the Thirty-nfnth and Lan
caster avenue police station. 

"This year I decided I must have a 
turkey," said Burke. "I priced one 
and when told it was 49 cents a pound 
I threw up my hands in holy horror." 

" 'But this is an unusual bird,' urged 
the dealer. 

"So I bought it. Now it so hap
pened that this bird also possessed an 
unusual voice, a chirp of which it 
must have been proud. It was a voice 
I later found was nurtured on a spe
cial diet. I killed that bird with an 
ax to make the holiday feast, and then 
alas I found my mistake. Under its 
voice box my wife found a pure, un
set blue diamond. The bird had an 
appetite for precious stones. If it 
only had been allowed to grow to 
maturity what a treasure box it would 
have been." 

WEAK IN AIR AT THE START 

Only Five of the Monster Guns Were 
in Action, but Enemy "Heard 

Thirty"—Would Have Blasted 
Frontier to Pieces. 

New York.—That the capture of 
the great fortress of Laon was 
flue to American naval guns mount
ed on flat cars and manned by 
naval gunners and that the navy 
men would have blasted the Ger
man frontier to pieces if the war had 
continued, was the assertion of naval 
railway battery men who arrived here 
recently on the transport Henderson. 

The appearance of the big naval 
guns of the 14-inch type on the west 
front was one of the most unpleasant 
surprises the Germans got throughout 
the whole war, they declared. There 
were only five of them.in action, but 
they were handled with such rapidity 
that the bewildered Teutons believed 
there were 30 of them in France. 

Mangin Gives U. S. Credit. 
General Mangin, the famous French 

commander in that sector, himself 
credits Rear Admiral Plunkett and his 
naval gunners with the taking of Laon. 
The big 14-inch guns pounded the for
tress to pieces and hurled giant shells 
on railroad lines communicating with 
the city. When the guns got into ac
tion they were fired every thi|pe min
utes, a speed which the Germans con
sidered impossible in handling such 
monsters. It was this which gave rise 
to the belief of the Germans that there 
were 30 instead of five of the guns in 
action. 

There were six more of the giant 
cannon on the way to France when 
the fighting ended. They were of the 
same bore, but were far more mobile, 
as the five in action could only be 
used from a pit when they had to be 
fired at an angle of more than 15 de
grees. 

"Gee, if the war hadn't quit we 
would have shown those Germans 
something about handling big guns," 
sighed John Mason of 1034 Mason ave
nue, Chicago, "but we showed them 
plenty as it was." 

Three of the five guns, the naval 
gunners said, were in the American 
sector in the Argonne and the other 
two were with the French. One was 
at Soissons. They had a range slightly 
in excess of 35 miles. Each shell fired 
weighed 1,400 pounds and it took 470 
pounds of T. N. T. to send it on its 
path ^of destruction back of the Ger
man lines. When the shell hit and ex
ploded it opened a crater in the earth 
in which a large-sized American rail
way box car could be comfortably in
terred. 

Amazed the Poilu. 
On the American sector the three 

big guns were mounted within 200 
yards of one another and were always 
fired in rapid succession. The concus
sion was terrific. 

The gunners told a story of a French 
soldier who happened to be standing 
too near the giant cannon when they 
were fired. When the first one was 
fired the concussion hurled him vio
lently to the earth. He staggered to 
his feet just as the second one let go, 
and down he went again. Up he 
climbed again, only to be dashed to the 
ground for the third time as the third 
gun roared. 

He got up, pale but excited, crying 
in French what in American would 
mean: 

"This will end the war. This will 
finish the Germans." 

The last shell fired by the navy men 
left the American lines at exactly 
10:28 o'clock on the morning of No
vember 11. It was so timed that it 
would explode back of the German 
lines at exactly 11 o'clock, or on the 
second that the armistice went into 
effect. 

GOOD PRICE FOR CRADLE 

Great Britain Had but Four Squad
rons of Airplanes, but Made 

Rapid Strides. 

-London.—The declaration of war by 
Great Britain at midnight, August 5, 
1914, found the Royal Flying corps 
with only four squadrons in_ being— 
representing well under 100 airplanes. 
Three of these squadrons went instant
ly to France. A new squadron fol
lowed these pioneers in about ten days' 
time, while a fifth squadron mobilized 
and set out in 24 hours, reaching the 
fighting zone about the middle of Sep
tember. 

In those early days of the war ma
chines were used simply for strategical 
reconnaissance. I t was not until after 
the battle of the Aisne, when settled 
lines of warfare were established, that 
artillery fire control from the air and 
the cruder forms of co-operation with 
the infantry were practiced and de-
yeloped.' 

The Family Relic Brings $100 for th© 
Red Cross Fund in 

Kansas. 

Cottonwood Falls, Kan.—It is not 
every man who has the satisfaction of 
seeing the old-fashioned cradle in 
which he was lulled to sleep more than 
forty years ago sell at an auction sale 
for the Red Cross for $100 cash by 
way of finishing up its days of useful
ness. 

This, however, was the experience 
of E. G. and A. T. Crocker of this 
county, extensive cattle men and large 
land owners, the latter state senator 
of this district. r 

At the public auction of A. T. Fent, 
a Matfield farmer, the much-used and 
old-fashioned cradle, which had done 
service for the Crocker brothers, was 
offered for sale. It was bid in many 
times and was finally sold and retained 
by N. Gosler, cashier of the Matfield 
Green State bank, after it had brought 
to receipts totaling $100. 

Eats Twelve Pounds of Pickles. 
Springfield, 111.—Martin McKee, a 

coal miner, may well be termed the 
champion pickle eater of the world. 

On a wager he devoured 25 of the 
appetizers in one sitting and won 
They were of the large-sizea variety 
and in all weighed 12% pounds. 

HERO IS DECORATED 

A photograph of General Edwards, 
commanding the Northeastern depart
ment, pinning the congressional medal 
of honor on Lt. Col. Charles Whittle
sey for bravery in the battle of Ar
gonne forest, where Colonel Whittle
sey and his command were surround
ed by the Germans and held out for 
five days without food or ammunition, 
refusing to surrender to the Hunsrun-
til they had lost 75 per cent of their 
men, when they were rescued by 
American troops who cut through the 
German lines. 

SMUGGLING BY AIR 
Powerful Airplanes Being Used on 

Mexican Border. 

Authorities Say That Contraband 
Traffic Is Carried Across 

Rio Grande. 

Laredo, Tex.—It is the firm convic
tion of Mexican customs officials on 
the lower Rio Grande border that 
systematic smuggling by means of 
powerful airplanes is being conducted 
between that country and the United 
States. The American authorities on 
this side of the international boun
dary are not yet convinced that con
traband goods are being carried in 
this manner from one country to the 
other, although they freely admit that 
it is possible if not very probable that 
this is being done. 

If evasion of the export and import 
duties by this means is not already 
being carried on it is only a question 
of time when the airplane will be 
bi'ought into service for that purpose, 
it is predicted by custom officials here 
and at other places on the Mexican 
border. -

It is with considerable circumstan
tial detail that the story is told of 
the aerial traffic by professional 
smugglers. Jose Longoria, a Mexican 
river guard stationed at San Ignacio, 
«bout sixty miles below Laredo, made 
a report to his superior officer about 
three weeks ago that while on duty 
late at night he saw moving lights 
pass high above him and heard the 
whirr of a motor. The object was 
headed north and came from some 
point to the south in Mexico. Similar 
reports were made by other Mexicans 
who asserted that they saw the 
strange aerial machine go back and 
forward across the Rio Grande on sev
eral different nights. Up to this time 
no corroboration of the stories told by 
the Mexicans have come from Ameri
can river guards. 

It is recommended by the custom 
authorities of both Mexico and the 
United States who are on duty along 
the Rio Grande that airplane control 
service be established on ooth sides 
of the river at the earliest possible 
time. 

SOME BARGAIN, THIS COW 

Returns Purchase Price Every 18 Days 
to Lucky Kansas Farmer Who 

Bought Her. y 

Great Bend, Kan.—Charley Donner, 
a prominent farmer here, bought a lit
t le red cow three years ago for $35. 
Now every 18 days the li t t le red cow 
produces enough milk to pay her orig
inal purchase price, according to Mr. 
Donner. Mr. Donner has kept an ac
curate account of the milk produced 
by the cow. For the last 14 months 
she has produced milk to the value of 
$874.80. 

• « $ is wearing a Victoria Cross. H e Kfi 
H obtained this coveted award by • • < 
• $ rushing ahead of his company ^ 
^ into a trench occupied by Ger- i$ 
• * < mans . H e bayonetted two and W 
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YANKS PERFORM 
AMAZING FEAT 

"Greatest Naval Offensive of the 
War," Say Naval Author

ities. 

MINE NORTH SEA ENTRANCE 

It was America's Solution of Subma
rine rrooicm and Was So Effec

tive It Rendered Hun U-Boats 
Almost Impotent. 

Fort Monroe, Va.—Lying at anchor 
in Hampton roads off Old Point Com
fort is the United States mining cruis
er squadron whose commanders and 
crews performed what is now termed 
by naval authorities the world over 
as the "greatest naval offensive of the 
war." 

The feat which- these men achieved 
was the mining of the entrance to the 
North sea from Scotland to the coast 
of Norway, a distance of 240 miles. I t 
was an undertaking unprecedented in 
naval history. 

It was America's solution of the 
German submarine problem, a solu
tion so thorough and effective that it 
rendered the German submarines al
most impotent. 

The British previously had mined 
the English channel, but the enemy 
submarines came out from the bases 
at Ostend and Zeebrugge and into the 
North sea, there to work their havoc. 

Invite Yankee Aid. 
The British naval authorities, realiz

ing late in 1917 that the North sea 
would have to be blocked,-invited the 
American naval authorities to attempt 
to lay the barrier. The American 
navy, having just at that time com
pleted with success experiments on 
mining apparatus far more dangerous, 
delicate, and powerful than any here
tofore used, took up the task. 

For that purpose the mining cruiser 
squadron was organized in December, 
1917. This squadron is made up of ten 
vessels and is under the command of 
Capt. R. R. Belknap, U. S. N. One of 
the officers told a graphic but brief 
story of the desperately dangerous job 
to which he and his squadron mates 
werg assigned. 

"Navy men now call it the greatest 
offensive of the war," he said. "It 
solved the submarine problem and it 
might have been the agency for the 
destruction of the German navy soon
er or later had not the war ended 
when it did. We mined almost direct
ly across from Bergen on the coast of 
Norway to the coast of Scotland. The 
length of the mine field was 240 miles, 
and we made it 25 miles wide. I t 
was so complete that no ship could 
pass either over or under it without 
absolute destruction. 

"We have a record of about twenty 
submarines that we know were de
stroyed, and often in running parallel 
with the field we came upon the bodies 
of dead German sailors, so probably 
many more than we actually figured 
on were destroyed. 

"Our men, in fact the entire fleet, 
faced a constant danger of being 
blown off the face of the seas, for we 
carried on the ships 2,000,000 pounds 
of T. N. T., which is the most power
ful explosive known. 

Exposed to Germans. 
"Despite all this, we kept at the 

task, and at the end of about five 
months had completed it. We stayed 
constantly on the inside of the field, 
that is, on the side nearest Germany. 
We left only a narrow passageway 
near Pentland Firth between the Ork
ney islands and Scotland for our own 
passage out. 

"Our most dangerous task strange
ly was not the laying of the mines, as 
dangerous as that was. The most 
dangerous one came after the mine 
field had been completed. It was an 
attempt to draw the German fleet out 
into the North sea where we were to 
engage it, so that the British fleet 
could get in behind the enemy to de
stroy it by gunfire or drive it into the 
mine field. 

"On October 28 last the British gov
ernment made it known to the German 
naval authorities through its agents 
in Germany that we were engaged in 
mining operations. We were ordered 
to lay about as though busy at the 
task, to act as a decoy for the Ger
man fleet. We did it, but in doing it 
we faced positive destruction our
selves. 

"I want to hand it to those new 
navy lads. There were about 4,500 of 
them and 250 officers on the ships, and 
while we waited through that fearful 
day which we never expected for a 
moment to see the end of alive, they 
went about their duties, laughed, sang, 
and stood to their guns as only Amer
ican lads can do such things. 

"Well, all that day we worked 
along calmly, watching and waiting 
for the sight of th*e Germans that 
meant certain death. 

"The Germans never came out after 
us, and so here I am." 

Says He Has Leprosy. 
Kansas City, Mo.—Shahin Krakar-

lan, thirty, an Armenian, is being 
held at the German hospital here 
pending the outcome of an examina
tion by physicians as to his condition. 
He claims to have leprosy. He is em
ployed by the Union Pacific railroad. 

Krakarlan came to America seven 
years ago, he claimed. Several Kan
sas City physicians refused t» t reat 
him. hA «—*-" 
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