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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1921. 

JIM CROW LEADERS. 

We present in this issue a sympo
sium of views of colored editors in 
various parts of the country on the 
speeches of President Harding in Bir
mingham, Ala., and Atlanta, Ga. 

One of the strongest of these is an 
editorial from the Richmond (Va.) 
Planet, by that fearless journalist, 
John Mitchell, J r . Referring to the 
desire of President Harding" to have 
more "negro" leaders developed, The 
Plaret says: 

THE SOUTH IS FULL OF THIS 
KIND OF LEADERS. DR. BOOK
ER T. WASHINGTON DID HIS 
PART IN DEVELOPING THIS 
KIND OF LEADERSHIP. IN LAT
ER YEARS HE REALIZED .THAT 
HE HAD GONE TOO FAR, TO THE 
EXTENT OF ELIMINATING THE 
PRINCIPLES OF M A N H O O D , 
WITHOUT WHICH NO RACE CAN 
RISE TO THE FULL HEIGHT OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP}, 

This is a stiong statement yet it is 
absolutely true. No single thing in 
the history of the colored people in 
the United States has done so much 
to prevent the full attainment of citi
zenship as that speech of Booker 
Washington delivered in Atlanta, Ga., 
in 1895. 

Since then the descent to hell has 
been swift and sure and the depths 
were sounded when the other day, 
Warren G. Harding, President of the 
United States, stood by the side of 
the Grady monument in Atlanta, pro
nounced a eulogy oh Henry W. 
Grady, the most bitter, dangerous and 
insidious enemy of the colored people 
that the country has produced, de
clared that the race question must be 
settled by the segregation of Ameri
can citizens. 

Lured on by the enthusiastic recep
tion by the South of the B. Washing
ton speech and the white man's 
"good negro" pat on the shoulder, the 
jimcrow leaders' tribe has increased 
so enormously that it is now a men
ace to be reckoned with in every com
munity in which there are a hundred 
colored men. ' 

Before he died Booker Washington 
repented in bitterness what he had 
done and longed foT life to wash out 
his unwise course but it was too late. 
Although it may be news to many, it 
is a fact tha t after his death an ar
ticle, written by him, was printed in 
a leading magazine, in which he*re-
pudiated segregation which he had so 
long championed. 

No greater calamity could befall 
the colored people than the harvest
ing of a new crop of "jimcrow negro 
leaders." * ^"' 

THE SIN OF SILENCE 

To sin by silence when we should 
protest makes cowards out of men. 
The human race has cl imbed on pro
tes t . Had no voice been raised against 
in just ice, ignorance and lust , the in
quisi t ion yet would serve the law, and 
gui l lot ines decide our least disputes. 
The few who dare must speak and 
speak again to r ight the wrongs of 
many.—-Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 

>̂ Mfe tt p i f 

T H E PRESIDENT IN T H E SOUTH. 

President Harding recently made 
two speeches in the South, one at 
Birmingham, Ala., the other at At
lanta, Ga., on the race question, in 
which he displayed a remarkable lack 
of information on the subject evi
dently due to the fact that he had 
studied only one side of the question. 

Of course Mr. Harding is Vight, 
when he says that the colored man 
should have political, educational and 
economic rights, but he is wrong 
when he says that he is not entitled 
to every right to which every other 
group of Americans is entitled. The 
president has no right to say that 
one-eighth of the population of the 
United States must be differentiated 
in any way from the other seven-
eighths. • 

In his special message to the Con
gress which met March 4, Mr. Hard
ing said that he looked with favor on 
the idea of the appointment of an in
ter-racial commission to study racial 
conditions in the United States. 
There* was no need for* haste in an
nouncing his view on a question which 
could not have been studied properly 
in the short time since he, in June, 
1921, announced his intention to do, 
owing to his many and pressing offi
cial duties, and it seems that the 
President has taken advantage of an 
opportunity and thrust his views upon 
the public ear, for the purpose of cre
ating a sentiment in favor of his ideas 
on the subject, which were evidently 
obtained from individuals and books 
favorable to the South but inimical to 
the real interests of the colored peo
ple. 

The President erroneously con
founds "social equality" with amalga
mation. He says that amalgamation 
cannot be, but it exists, it has always 
existed and always will exist. The 
combined efforts of the law and pub
lic opinion have failed to prevent the 
mixing of the races. Throughout the 
ages there has been so much racial 
mixing that today the scientists and 
ethnologists agree that there is no 
such thing as a pure race. In no 
other country on the globe has there 
been more racial mixing than in the 
United States which is the melting 
pot of the world, The majority of 

men, America will not fail you." 
These assurances caused THE AP
PEAL to give candidate Harding 
enthusiastic support. Our support, 
probably, had little to do with the 
victory, but is mentioned to show that 
this paper was not prejudiced against 
him. 

Soon after the President assumed 
his duties it was noticed that he 
seemed to forget his promises. Se
gregation in the departments at 
Washington was continued, three or 
four jimcrow colored, men were ap
pointed to jimcrow government posi
tions. Colored youth were segregated 
in the army training camps and col
ored men were not allowed to enlist 
in the navy. In every way the Hard
ing administratfon has stood for the 
segregation of colored citizens and it 
is sad to relate that some jimcrow 
men accept this jimcrow settlement 
of matters. 

THE APPEAL does not believe, as 
Mr. Harding puts it, that there is a 
"fundamental, eternal and unescap-
able difference between the races." 
To do so would be to challenge God 
and Christianity. It is a distinct de
parture from the ideals of the found
ers of the Republic who declared that 
"all men are created, equal and en
dowed by their Creator with certain 
inalienable rights, ambng them life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 

After his argument in favor of a 
distinct place for the black and col
ored people, Mr. Harding tells us that 
the "one thing we must most sedu
lously avoid is the development t>f 
group and class organizations in this 
country." He argued against the very 
thing which he has previously argued 
for. There are just as many differ
ences between the individuals of any 
one race as their are between the peo
ple of any number of races. The 
idea of race differentiation in any 
form in the law, in the functions of 
the government, and in public asso
ciation is contrary to a just concept 
of a democracy in which all men are 
presumed to be equal, and is repug
nant to the highest ideals of the 
Christian's God, who is declared to 
have made of one blood all nations 
of men. If Mr. Harding is right, 
God is wrong. ^ *, 

If Mr. Harding had had the time 
the people of the United States are . . . ., .. „ , , , .. 
n i ; v + 1 i r a „ « „„„;„, j j.-, to study the question artd he had 
mixtures of various races and the a 4 . „ A - A •<. -., . , , , , 
«.w>0<-Q~ «„„+ * 4.1,- • -i. • studied it with an open mmd he would 
greater part of this majority is com- • 
posed of people with more or less 
Negro blood. The racial mixing in 
the South is almost wholly illegitimate _„ + 1 i T • 7 . , u " e »Kin a n a t n e Sjame 
as the laws make marriage between! , n , , A 

<-!,„ „„„~„ - • l a n o- Central America 
the races a crime 

have found that in France, Spain and 
Portugal, there have never been any 
racial hatreds founded on the color of 
the skin and the Suame is true of South 

In these coun
t r i e s , unhampered by class and color 

Now as to social equality, t h a t ex- J distinctions colored men have risen to 
ists in some part of the United the highest places in every branch of 
States and it is only in those par t s ,human endeavor. There are more 
of the country which have more or full-blooded Negroes in Brazil than 
less of social equality tb.at the colored ( in the United States; and, counting 
people have any rights which the the mixed-blood population of black, 
white people respect. The very words, (Indian and white, and the pure whites, 
"social* equality" imply that all rights the population totals over 30,000,000 
are secure. In the South there is j who live together in perfect harmony, 
neither equality nor respect for rights, without any public differentiation of 
The contempt for the colored man is j race. There are no social barriers 
largely due to his inferior social whatever in Brazil and it is a corn-
status, which extends through all hu- plete refutation of the idea that there 
man relationships in that benighted must vbe social bars between ' the men 
section of the eountry. Even a t the ' and women who are citizens of a 
speech of the President the colored, country. 
people were segregated and the dis-j Color differentiation means the as-
patches say, "In the white section j cendency of one caste and the degra-
there was a sileence which was abso- j dation of the other. Social equality 
lute and stony, only one light flutter does not necessarily mean amalgama

tion. That should be* a matter for 
individuals to determine. During the 
coming disarmament parley, the Japa 

of applause came when the President 
said, "The Negro should-he encour
aged to be the best possible Negro : „ r Jt w ^^.^^ 
and not the best possible imitation of. nese will be treated with the greatest 
the white man." This seemed to social consideration. They will be 

Sylgsiiun on President's Southern S p e l l s 
Great Danger In Things Said. 

(James Weldon Johnson in New York 
Age.) • 

If the things which Mr. Harding, 
demanded for the colored man can be 
achieved in the South and in the 
United States, while a t the same 
time the race, either voluntarily or 
involuntarily, is solidified into a com
pletely separate and distinct element 
in the nation, an element considered 
either too different or too inferior for 
common human association with the 
rest, i t will entail the working of a 
miracle. Such a thing has not come 
to pass in the whole history of the 
h_man race. 

It seems that in developing his 
speech* President Harding inadver
tently betrays the illogic of such a 
supposition. Following the very par
agraph in which he stresses the per
manent and eternal difference be
tween the races, which must be fos
tered rather than diminished, he 
makes the following statement: 

"The one thing we must sedulously 
avoid is the development of group 
and class organizations in this coun
try. There has been a time when we 
heard too much about the labor vote, 
the business vote, the Irish vote, the 
Scandinavian vote, the Italian vote, 
and so on. But the demagogues who 
would array class against class and 
group against group have fortunately 
found little to reward their efforts. 
That is because, despite the dema
gogues, the idea of our oneness as 
Americans has risen superior to every 
appeal to mere class and group/ 

We hope the net result of the Pres
ident's speech will be good, but 
THERE IS GREAT DANGER IN 
SOME THINGS HE SAID. 

doct i n t L a h i S t T ' 7 ^ C l e T ° m assertion that our colored Americans 
™ w ? ^ 1 ° ^ is . better t h a n l m a y n ever. aspire to this terrible 
no loaf a t all. Yet there are some]thing. To this point we shall recur 
black men, some real men left, thank at length next week- Todav 1 ™l 

l l b e V t T e a t h t ^ / h e T ^ l ° 1 y £ f * J £ % * $ * & S s 
March" hlv/l^t' „JPh *** *A ?>ot * ? t h o u e h t the problem through. 
March have come and havoc indeed'But that he has dared to stand up for has been wrought. 
"Ides of March 

Beware of the 

please a few of the whites who evi
dently visioned a "good Negro" of 
slavery days, who hat in hand bowed 
low when "ole massa" approached. 

The South has a queer idea of so
cial equality. In the North "social 
equality" in its narrow sense, inti
mate social mingling in private house 
parties, dances, pink teas, etc. In 
the South the idea is distorted so that 
it includes civic rights, hence the jim
crow car, the jimcrow school* the 
jimcrow library, the jimcrow park, the 
jimcrow telephone booth and so on ad 
nauseam. " , \ 

When Harding was a candidate for 
President, THE APPEAL doubted 
that he would give colored people a 
square deal and was^not disposed to 
support him but we were reassured 
by letters signed by Chairman Hays 
and Secretary Miller and many lead
ing Republicans, as^well as the jim
crow campaign bureau that he would 
be just to his allies. Also Editor Wil
liam Monroe Trotter said that he had 
had a personal interview with the 

wined and dined and received at every 
social function, meeting people who in 
their hearts hold hatred toward them, 
and in spite of all the social mingling 
it is safe to say that not a single 
marriage will result. 

In a democracy like ours, all men, 
whether they are black or white, red, 
yellow or brown, should meet in all 
human relationships without racial 
differentiations—simply as AMERI
CANS. 

^ B U N K ! 

Under the heading "Gamaliel Emu
lates Gililean," the Republican Pub
licity Association is sending out to 
Republican newspapers a lot of dope 
comparing President Harding to Jesus 
Christ, but the resemblances are not 
many. Christ did not teach that there 
were "fundamental, eternal and un-
escapable differences" between hu
man beings. Rich and poor, bond and 
free, black and white all looked alike 
to the Galilean. «- <-> _, 

T» - J X J I - 1 - J - J . L . J There is nothing so apt to make a 
President and he had promised to aid m ^ economize as the lack of money 
in eliminating segregation. ^ T h e n j —« £ £ 
came a speech to a number of colored Y o u can't very well dodge tn%~toll 
delegations from the Harding front 4 a t e s %^e r o a d *» Success, ^ ^, 
porch, which began with, " F e l l o w ^ P r i d e " l ^ i o 7 ^ r ^ e ^ e r l ^ a n d 
Americans'^ and ended with, -^Colored throws a great many down. -

Ii 

"Fa i th Falters, Hope Falters." 

(From the Chicago Whip.) 
Intelligence stands aghast, Patriot

ism trembles, Faith totters, Hope 
falters, and the finer sensibilities of 
the black men are shocked and 
stunned for the "Ides of March" have 
come. From the lips of Warren G. 
Harding, Republican President of the 
United States, words have fallen 
whose effect are as destructive and 
deadly as the poisonous germs which 
flew from Pandora's ill-fated box. 
President Harding has brought the 
"Ides of March" upon us and accord
ing to his expressed dictum we are 
doomed eternally to be a race of 
slaves and scullions. 

The speech of Mr. Harding's upon 
the race issues * delivered in Birming
ham, Ala., during the late days of 
October nineteen hundred and twenty-
one sealed and stamped a policy which 
relegates the black people of America 
to conditions which are abhorrent, re
pugnant and disgusting to any soul 
which yearns and burns for liberty, 
absolute and unqualified. Out of a 
great jargon of words %and a scram
bled melee of incoherent thought a 
few ideas can be culled and gar
nered. These ideas taken collectively 
institute an insidious and dangerous 
propaganda which leaves the black 
man in a precarious condition indeed. 

He said that it is "a question of 
recognizing fundamental, eternal and 
inescapable differences." He has en-
couched himself in infinite egotism 
and has even soared into the realms 
of eternity. The black man is eter
nally and everlastingly different from 
all other people, no culture can make, 
exalt him, no deeds of valour can ele
vate him, no stroke of evolution can 
raise him; according to Mr. Harding, 
neither time nor eternity nor even 
God Almighty in all His Majestic 
Power can wipe out the color line. 
What the eternal differences are we 
cannot understand. Mr. Harding 
knows no more of what the future 
holds than we. It strikes us, how
ever, that he has not formed his opin
ions upon scientific knowledge but 
upon prejudices. 

Racial amalgamation there cannot 
be—this is another one of the Presi
dent's astounding assertions. Franz 
Boaz, one of the greatest anthropolo
gists in the world, has declared that a 
few centuries hence a swarthy race 
will be in America in place of the 
whites and blacks. The amalgama
tion of races has gone on through 
the ages and the powers and petty 
prejudices of mere man have been 
unable to check it, but alas—it must 
not be—Harding says us mustn't. 

Give the black people economic and 
political equality but social equality 
never, quoth the President. Thunder
ous applause followed, black people 
flew into hysterical ecstacies. The 
black people being enveloped in a 
pathetic pall of ignorance could not 
appreciate the sinister and insidious 
meaning of what the President had 
just said. Whatever social equality 
neans it is allowed to all other peo

ple; it should not be denied to us. If 
the denial of social equality means the 
denial t)f inter-marriage of whites 
and blacks, it means that white men 
can seduce our daughters and sisters 
and we cannot compel the scoundrels 
to marry them because these thieves 
of virtue are placed upon a higher so
cial plane than the wretched, helpless 
women whom they have defiled and 

I ruined. If social equality means in
termingling of races and indiscrimi
nate association, and that as Mr. 
Harding says vis impossible, we can 
expect no equality in politics and 
economics. 

From various sources petitions have 
been sent to the President begging 
that no black people be appointed into 
political positions which puts white 
people under their control; and no 
appointments have been made as yet 
which prove recognition on the basis 
of voting strength. Political equality 
is thus denied because of the ines
capable social connection. Imagine a 
black man as governor of a state or 
a member of the President's cabinet. 
This cannot be as long as America 
stamps the sign of social leprosy upon 
the backs of all black men. Po
litical equality without social equality 
is a joke and means nothing. 

How can we expect to- receive eco
nomic equality and x>pportunity when 
social equality is denied? Nobody 
wants to work side by side with his 
inferior. The white man will not al
low his black brother to advance be
cause of his intrinsic value as long as 
he is regarded as a social inferior. 
How can we expect to become officials 
in large concerns when the social in
tolerance of America and men like 
Harding prevent i t ? 

I t is regretted that Mr.-Harding 
pronounced such a terrible sentence 
upon us. I t is more regretted that 
the poor, ignorant black people saw 
but darkly through what it would 
mean. Ignorance is indeed a curse, 
but cowardice and weakness is the 
great curse of the black people. Some 
have been heard to say that President 
Harding ^aid more than some others. 

A Complete Surrender. 
(From the Atlanta Independent.) 
The Harding administration has 

made a complete surrender of the 
doctrines and principles of the Re
publican party as taught and prac-, 
ticed by its founders—Lincoln, Grant, 
Stevens, Sumner, Garfield, Harrison, 
McKinley and Roosevelt. These men 
not only preached the doctrine of civil 
and politf J\ equality of all men irre
spective of race, color or creed, but 
reduced 4t to a practice in their ad
ministrations. 

During the administration of Grant, 
colored men were accorded every 
right and privilege due to every other 
group of American citizens. Their 
voices could be heard in Congress, in 
the legislatures and in all the coun
cils of the party. They held high po
sitions of honor and trust, and the 
same was true under Garfield, Harri
son, McKinley and Roosevelt. 

President Harding and the Colored 
American. 

(From the Boston Guardian.) 
In regard to President Harding's 

speech at Birmingham, Ala., on 
Wednesday of this week, October 26, 
1921, we would say to this Republi
can President that persons of color 
born in the United States of America, 
most of whose parents and grandpar
ents and great-grandparents were 
born in the U. S. A. see no reason 
why they should be expected to be 
willing to be simply black people and 
not fully and wholly Americans, any 
more than Jews born here are expect
ed to be willing to be simply Jews, 
Irish simply Irish, Italians simpljr 
Italians, and so on with the many 
race varieties here. 

We demand that there be no dis
tinction put upon us for race or color 
in public matters that is not put on 
every other race in this, our common 
country. We know as the white 
Americans know that there is no es
sential difference between human be
ings, and just as much superficial dif
ference except in color or feature be
tween white races here as between 
Americans of color and those called 
white. Nature has amply proven this 
before the eyes of all Americans with 
the aid of the white man's imposi
tions upon colored women. We ob
ject to being made the only everlast
ing aliens in our own land by any en
forced separation in the public life of 
the country. It must come over our 
everlasting protest. ' 

The crux of the matter is this: 
Why does not President Harding ask 
us to be good and true and efficient 
American ? Why did he not ask white 
and black to be alike one uniform ele
ment of patriotic Americans, none 
trying to be good as white folks, none 
to be good as black folks, but all one 
common American citizenry? 

a republic with only one kind of citi
zenship, we are profoundly thankful. 

* > 

Colored Man American, That's All. 
(From the Portland ^Ore.) Times.) 
The President's logic is poor and 

his own words destroy his speech and 
lead him into a vicious circle. 

To work out 

racially means jimcrow cars, jimcrow 
schools and segregated cities. Expe
rience has taught us that jimcrow 
schools mean poorly equipped and in 
efficient schools and segregated dis
tricts are always undesirable and neg
lected districts. How could the idea 
of our oneness'as American citizens 
prevail if we insist on complete di
vergence socially and racially? 

In reference to the right of fraa-
«hise the President says, "Let the 
.black man vote when he is fit to vote, 
prohibit the white man voting when 
he is unfit to vote." Who is to be 
the judge of the black man's fitness 
to vote? In nearly every Southern rha Qrt»+v, M - i g r e a t e r success in «„ ,^^, AI1 llcaLiy e v e r y oouxnem 

the bouth, blacks and whites must state they have been judging or pre-
» £ ? ? • d,1VGr%ence i n t ^ g s social judging the colored manfs fitness to 
and racial" and relegate to the trashT-
pile the bugaboo as eternal and un-
escapable difference. There can be 
no two brands of civilization in this 
country. 

Three hundred years of contact 
with the white man has made the 
colored man in this country what he 

vote and that is the reason for his 
disfranchisement today. 

And finally, the President admon
ished us not to imitate the American 
white man. We quite agree that the 
colored man should not imitate the 
American white man in his lynchings, 
and burnings a t the stake and his 

is. h e has nothting he can claim by other notorious practices. But we do 
h w % r v ! g h t ^ t h l S C , ° l 0 ^ ? e h a s i m - believe that if there is any good in 
bibed the white man's blood, religion, the American white man, the Jap, the 
m a n n e r s , nnst-nms snH v,ac ^A^^^A T?>,~I;„T TT> J._ . _. ' i . -.' manners, customs, and has adapted 
himself to the requirements of a white 
civilization and is an absolute coun
terpart. So long as the colored man 
lives under American customs, he 
cannot be anything but American. 

President's Southern Speech. 
(-From the Wilmington (Del.) 

Advocate.) 
This matter of social equality is a 

vague, unreal and evanescent thing. 
Who is to define what it is? If such 
a thing really exists it is regulated 
by the individual. Is it social equal
ity to want to ride in first-class man
ner when a colored person pays a 
first-class fare? Is it social equality 

,when being in a strange city, or home 
city, a colored person desires to get a 
bite to eat, having the price to pay 

fj1** g o e s t 0 a p I a c e w h e r e food is 
sold to buy i t? Is is social equality 
for a colored person to desire to hear 
good music, see an uplifting drama 
and buy a seat where his means will 
permit? Is it social equality for a 
colored person to patronize the public 
libraries and the institutes of fine ar t 
for the cultural benefits to be derived 
from them? How much of social 
equality is there in colored children 
attending mixed schools and having 
that healthful contact, that beneficial 
understanding that is so easily ob
tained in the formative years of life 
between the races? If these things 
mean social equality then the colored 
people want them, and if thdse United 
btates form a real democracy they 
are entitled to them, or this country 
is not the land of the free, and the 
Constitution of the United States is a 
misnomer and the Declaration of In
dependence is a dead letter. 

The President in Alabama. 
(From the Richmond Planet.) 

From the way our distinguished 
President is handling the situation, 
we were just as well off under Presi
dent Grover Cleveland and President 
Woodrow Wilson as we expect to be 
under President Warren G. Harding, 
whose praises we have sung from one 
section of this country to the other 
and whose success we had prayed for 
from the time he was nominated up 
to the time that he was elected. He 
has not exactly gone back on us as 
his supoprters, but he is giving voice 
to some Strang utterances, which 
sound strangely like those of the 
Democratic leaders, whom we have 
been opposing. 

President Harding says that there 
must be such education among the 
colored people as will enable them to 
develop their own leaders, capable of 
understanding and sympathizing with 
such differentiation between the races 
as he has suggested—leaders who will 
inspire the race with proper ideals of 
race pride, of national pride, of an 
honorable destiny, an important par
ticipation in the universal effort for 
advancement of humanity as a whole. 
This kind of education has been in 
operation for nearly half a century. 
We are dumbfounded to learn that 
the President of the United States did 
not know it. The Southland is full 
of this kind of leaders. Dr. Booker 
T. Washington did his part m devel
oping this kind of leadership. In 
later years he realized that he had 
gone too far to the extent of elimi
nating the principles of manhood, 
without which no race can rise to the 
full height of American citizen. 

He declared that the race problem 
was one noticeable in Africa, in South 
America, in the South Seas and of 
the world. Just how it can be a prob
lem in Africa, the home of the Black 
Man is an amusing situation and a 
most interesting one 

if the colored man does not aspire 
for social equality he must accept and 

T.P +u i-T i t b e satisfied with social inequality. 
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Englishman, Hindu, or what not, we 
should imitate that good. Civiliza
tion has only progressed in that way. 
We should therefore not strive tolbe, 
as the President suggests, the best 
possible black man or the best pos
sible white man, but we should strive 
to be the best possible MAN. 

The President Has Spoken. 

(From the Denver Star.) 
' The first utterance by the Presi
dent on the status of the Negro in 
America comes a t a time when si
lence is no longer endured and upon a 
subject wholly uncalled for. 'Twere 
better that he remained in Washing
ton and kept silent than to advocate 
any form of un-Americanism. The 
colored man has suffered enough from 
the so-called friends of the Republi
can Party ( ? ) . Whey does the Presi
dent of the United States advocate 
social equality as a cause to the black 
man, when 8 millions of the white 
man's amalgamated sons and daugh
ters make up one-eighth the popula
tion of this country? If the colored 
woman was good enough to give birth 
to their children she ought to be good 
enough to marry them. 
„ Why did the Supreme Court uphold 
jimcrow laws of the South? Was 
that social equality? Why do depart
ments at Washington discriminate 
and segregate the colored employees? 
Is that social equality? Why dodge 
the issue? Why do the lily-white Re
publicans bar colored men and women 
from voting? Is that social equality? 
Why doesn't President Harding em
ploy colored men to positions they 
have held since 1865? Is that social 
equality ? 

Thousands of our sons lay asleep 
upon the torn bosom of France who 
died for this country of justice that 
you portray as a barrier to the so
cial life of our race. 

We will stand ready to defend our 
race m the sunshine of whose society 
we are ever happy. We want equal
ity that is given every other citizen 
under the Constitution. We will ac
cept nothing less. 

The President has spoken. Let the 
historians write: "Failed." 

President Harding Runs True to Form. 

(From the Philadelphia American.) 
President Harding, in his address a t 

the semi-centennial in Birmingham, 
Ala., on Wednesday last, nobly sus
tained his unenviable reputation as a 
discreet follower of sectional senti
ment. When he addressed an audi
ence in Ohio some time ago, he in
sisted that the colored citizen should 
be given the equal protection of the 
law in the exercise of his rights as 
such. In Alabama, he claimed that 
there could and should be no such 
thing as social equality between the 
races. Not one word is he reported 
as uttering in favor of equal protec
tion of the law, the enforcement of 
the Federal Consttiution, nor against 
lynching or the roasting of human be
ings at the stake. He did not even 
ask the moral support of his audi
tors for the passage of the anti-
lynchmg bill now before Congress. 
About all of these important things, 
he was absolutely silenl:—and why? 
The President knew that such matters 
as enforcing the law against murder, 
mob violence, peonage and the right 
of suffrage wer^ unnooular subjects 
to discuss in the South; hence, he 
journeyed all the way to Birmingham, 
Ala., to tell the folks down there that 
social equality between the races were 
impossible. Good news and glad tid
ings, we fancy, peace on earth and 
good will to all white men in the 
South. The President's mental ba
rometer is unerring in pussyfooting 
on the race question. We do not 
agree with the President that our 
ideal should be the best possible black 
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An Appeal to Race Prejudice. 

(From the St. Louis Argus.) 
A close study of the President's 

speech as to its effect upon the col
ored people of this country, The 
Argus sees danger, grave danger in 
the President's stand on what he 
calls "social equality." In the first 
place we believe it ill-advised that he 
as President of the United States 
should have attempted to discuss a 
subject which he himself admits does 
not exist. 

The question of political, economical 
and educational equality is impossi
ble so long as the white people of the 
South, yes, of the North or elsewhere 
are being warned of the question of 
social equality. It is an appeal to 
race prejudice and it finds its way into 
very economic and civil phase of 
America's life. 

We want to be men, free men, en
joying every right that others enjoy, 
limited only by our ability. We want 
to breathe the sunlight of God's love 
in the "Land of the free and the 
home of the brave," and be anything 
we are big enough to be. 

No Sharp Line Between Polit ics and 
Social Life. 

(From the New Republic, New York.) 
The South knows, as President 

Harding ought to know, that you 
can't draw a sharp line between pol
itics and social life. The offices of .a 
state are in most parts of America 
positions of social leadership. With 
complete political equality the state 
of Mississippi might easily elect a 
Negro as governor. Would such a 
result be accepted by Mississippeans 
as devoid of social significance? The 
race problem unfortunately is not one 
that admits of easy general solutions. 

"Cannot Have Polit ical Equality i f 
Social Inferiors." 

(From the Chicago Enterprise.) 
In the first place the President says 

that the colored man should not as 
pire for social equality 

Ethiopian But then this is raising 
another question. It seems to us that 
President Harding might have cited 
quotations from that Holy Bible upon 
which he took his oath of office and 
he would have found therein funda
mental principles, the observance of 

beneath him. If the former were 
true, the white man would aspire to 
be on the same plane with the colored 
man, so it follows that when Hard
ing says that the colored man should 
not aspire for social equality, he 
means that the colored man occupies 

which will settle all problems, racial | and should continue to occupy an in 
and otherwise. 

The foregoing is an excerpt from* a 
three-column editorial in the Planet, 
Richmond, Va., edited by Hon. John 
Mitchell, Jr., which is too long to 
print in full. 

"Most Dangerous Doctrines Ever 
J Uttered." 

(Dr. W. A. Sinclair in Guardian.) 
The speech delivered by President 

Harding" in Birmingham, Ala., is 
fraught with the most dangerous, per
nicious, destructive and hell-born doc
trines that have ever been uttered in 
fifty years of our development not 
only by a President of the United 
States but by any responsible cabi
net minister. 

The colored race cannot afford to 
ignore these utterances; unquestion
ably great harm has already been 
done and incalculable injury to our 
race will certainly follow. 

* * * * * 
It 's shameful exploitation. Pity! 

The White House has lowered its 
prestige and dignity. ^ '-% f i 

Has* Not Thought Problem Through. 
(From The Nation, New York.)^ 

The fault in Mr. Harding's utter
ance was his reference to social equal
ity ,which he did riot define, and his 

I f ^ c 

ferior social position. We wish fur
ther to suggest that while the Presi
dent says that the colored man should 
have political and economic equality, 
it would be impossible to have either 
if he were regarded as a social in
ferior. 

Again the President says, "Racial 
amalgamation there cannot be." Evi
dently Mr. Harding did not have on 
his glasses when this statement was 
made, because he could have seen 
plenty of it in his audience. And it 
might not be too harsh to say that the 
white man has been enjoying the so
cial equality a t night which he objects 
to us having during the day. In fact, 
during the Presidential campaign, it 
was rumored that Mr. Harding him
self was a product of a racial amal
gamation. 

Quoting another passage, of the 
President's discourse: "The one thing 
we must sedulously avoid, is the de
velopment of group organizations in 
this country. We have heard too 
much about the Irish vote, the Scan
dinavian vote, the Italian vote, and so 
on. The idea of our oneness as 
Americans should rise superior to 
every appeal." 

But why, when it comes to the col
ored man does the President say, "We 
must have complete divergence so-

' dal ly and racially?" 
Complete divergence %jocialry «nd 

qualifications. If the President had 
discussed the race question from the 
standpoint of equality before the law, 
the equal protection of the law, equal 
C1V j a j d P o l i t i e a l rights and one 
standard of citizenship to be support
ed and maintained by the law 
throughout the nation, he would have 
delivered a message to the people of 
the country and those of Alabama in 
particular, that would have been well 
worth the effort. 

Mr. Harding Down South. 
To the Editor: 

The colored man, according to Mr. 
Harding m his Birmingham speech, 

should seek to be the best possible 
black man, and not the best possible 
imitation of the white man." This i s 
the Harding standard for the race. 
We admit that in many respects the 
white man is a poor model for imi
tation, as in lynching, discriminatory 
practices-agamst his friends and his 
arrogant assertion of superiority by 
birth and color, but why does not Mr. 
Harding advise us to become the best 
possible men, and forget distinctions 
on both sides apart from merit? Of 
course, we know how hard it is to be 
logical and a t the same time avoid 
offending the South while a recipient 
of its hospitality, but it does seem 
amusing, as well as pathetic, tha t in 
the same speech he says: "The one 
thing wc must sedulously avoid is the 
deevlopment of group or class organ-

is hard to straddle! 
s«£ J . MILTON SAMPSON, 

Dicertor of Research and Reeor-
Chicago Urban League. J*£*-

Chicago. ^ \f? 
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