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RAINBOW TINTS LEGEND QUIETS FEAR 

RFFI FPTFD I IRHT Vo,canic Activities Fail to Dis-
IIV.I LLUI LU LlUn I turb older Hawaiians. 

Cornell Professor Explains What 
Causes Vivid Colors of 

Peacock Feathers. 

Remember Ancient Legendary Agree* 
ment in Which Pele, Goddess of 

the Volcano, Promised to 
Withhold the Lava. 

Hilo, Island of Hawaii, T. H.—Re-

SAME TINTS IN OIL PUDDLE 3 ? ? s * ° a « l v ' * to the
rt r

l e D t 
w pits of Makopuhl, Hanau and Napau, 

which have been "dead" since 1840, 
drained much of the lava that had 
made Haiemaumau, the vast inner cra
ter of the Jkihiuea volcano, so spec-
'faCular, an<fct^ped much fear that the 

1 lava would Mow toward the sea and 

TEXAS CITY ONCE 
'WORLD CAPITAL' 

Austin Was Seat of Government 
of One-Time Independent 

Republic of Texas. 

HAD ENVOYS AND EVERYTHIN6 
Colors Are Due to Interference of 

Light Reflected From Upper and 
Lower Surfaces of J£Nnw, , *_, 

of Oil. 

Pittsburgh.—A film of oil dropped on j Inundate the little vniages of Kala-
the pavement by an errant automo- p a n a« P a n a u a n d Pua&-
bile contains the same color values as I T h e o l d e r generation of Hawaiians, 
the highly decorative tail feathers of h o w e v e r . entertained no such fear, for 
the peacock, said Dr. Wilder D. Ban- j t n e y remembered an ancient legendary 
croft of Cornell university, speaking j ^ r! e m e_n

1
t
J
 t h a t }a* b e e n m a d e } * 

at the general meeting of the Ameri ™~ ~ 
can Chemical society. 

"Everybody has noticed the brilli
antly colored patches on the pave
ments where automobiles have spilled 
oil," said Doctor Bancroft. "The col
ors range from red to gold to blue and 
are very vivid or metallic. They 
change with the angle at which one 
sees them and they are not due to 
pigments, since we have a thin film 
of a nearly colorless oil. 

"These colors are due to the inter
ference of light reflected from the up
per and lower surfaces of the film an'd 
they depend on the thickness of the 
film, which averages about one fifty-
thousandth of an inch. They are more 
vivid when oil is spilled on an asphalt 
pavement than when on a dirt road 
because there is less disturbing light 
reflected from the black background. 

Feathers Are Iridescent. 

"The brilliant colors of the tail 
feathers of the peacock and the ap-1 

patently self-luminous reds in the-
throat feathers of the humming bird! 
are not due to pigments. When one 
looks through a peacock's feathers one' 
sees only a brown due to the so-called 
melanin pigment which is equivalent j 
to the asphalt pavement. In all the 
Iridescent feathers the barbules are 
flattened plates of brown which there- j 
fore give the colors of thin films. The 

Pele, goddess of the volcano, with 
Kama Puaa, the Hawaiian pig god, by 
which Pele promised her lava would 
never flow through Hilo or Puna to 
the sea. 

Pele and Kana Puaa had an argu
ment and Kama Puaa went to Haie
maumau, Pele's home, to fight it out. 
The god and goddess fought until Pele 
was overcome, and she pleaded for 
peace, according to tne legend. 

"We shall have peace if you prom
ise never to allow your lava to flow 
through Puna or Hilo to the sea," 
Kama Puaa said. Pele assented, and 
she has never broken the promise, 
fearing a return of the hated Kama 
Puaa, ,the legend said. 

In 1880, when a lava flow was pro
ceeding toward Hilo and threatened to 
destroy the city, the Princess Ruth 
came from Honolulu here and, standing 
near the flow, reminded Pele of her 
promise and her danger from Kama 
Puaa if she broke the agreement. The 
flow stopped immediately, according to 
the older Hawaiians. 

On several other occasions Pele has 
sent her red-hot rivers in the direction 
of Puna and Hilo, but they have never 
reached the two places. 

The last activity, resulting from an 
underground flow from Haiemaumau 
that broke out at Makaopuhi, 11 miles 
down the great southeast rift that 
leads from Kilauea, has changed he 

structure is so marked that an expert appearance of Kilauea, Hawaii's gr#at-
A o n T\ly»ly svue> *>Vhn. (wlilAMAAMi ^AA^UA«u» _ _ . _ _ • . . . — ^£\i can pick out the iridescent feathers 
in the dark by the feel. 

"It is possible to duplicate the color 
effects of the peacock and the hum
ming bird by putting a very thin coat 
of varnish over any dark, feather; but 
we cannot regulate the thickness with 
such accuracy as to produce the pat
terns of the peacock. When one con
siders that variations in thickness of 
a hundred-thousandth of an inch may 
change the color completely, it seems 
marvelous that all the tail feathers 
of all the peacocks can be so nearly 
alike. 

Peacock Not an Albino. 
"The neck feathers of the white 

pigeon show practically no iridescence 
because the dark background is lack
ing. If they are dyed brown, the iri
descence appears in full force. On 
the other hand the white peacock is 
not an albino in the sense ox merely 
having no dark pigment. The whole 
structure of the feathers has.changed. 
The barbules are not flat plates and 
consequently no brilliant colors can 
be developed by dyeing the feather 
brown or painting the back with India 
ink." 

LAY MORE BRICKS WITH MUSIC 

Southerner Proves His Theory When 
He Installs Phonograph 

at His Plant* 

Quitman, Miss.—Bricklayers work 
like fiends when jazz music from a 
phonograph is played, it was shown 
in a test made here by A. B. Morse, 
general manager of a lumber plant 

The phonograph was Installed at 
the plant, being built after a fire, to 
relieve the monotony experienced by 
men working at night. Ail the rec
ords, about forty, were of Jazz, and a 
boy was employed with no other duty 
than to keep the machine running all 
night. 

When Morse made Inventory he dis
covered that 15,000 more bricks had 
been laid over the number laid in a 
similar period when there was no 
phonograph jazz. 

More than that, the night men did 
more than those of the day shift. 

Work of rebuilding the plant was 
completed in twenty days. 

BABY ISLE HAS VEGETATION 

Birds Believed to Have Carried 8eeds 
to Island Cast Up In Bering 

Sea in 190b. 

Unalaska, Alaska.—One of the red-
hot baby islands raised from the bot
tom of Bering sea in 1906 is now said 
to be covered with sparse vegetation 
and some seedling tree growth. 

The crew of a codflshing vessel, land
ing here for fresh water, told of 
steaming close to the Bogoslof group 
of recently made volcanic islands and 
discovering the change. 

When this- submarine eruption oc
curred a vast quantity of rock was 
thrown up and later this appeared to 
be covered with slimy lava suds. The 
loosely piled broken rock formed 
headlands of many acres around the 
edges of the steaming island. The 
cooling of the loose lava by wind, rain 
and snow made new soli. It is be-
lie\ed birds flying from the mainland 
and roosting on these headlands de
posited seeds of grasses, trees and 
shrubs which have taken root. 
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est scenic attraction, tremendously, 
according to persons now at the crater. 

It is now possible during favorable 
wind shifts to approach close to the 
pit-rim in what .was known as Pele's 
oven. 

Although the pit of Kilauea shows 
no activity, volcano observers say that 
"she is not dead, only sleeping." 

TO RID CHICAGO OF RATS 

J. L. Nichols, who has started work 
to reduce the rat population of Chi
cago by three million. Mr. Nichols is 
just fresh from cleaning up the East, 
and when he finishes his campaign in 
Chicago, figures he will save the city 
$8,000,000 a year. 

SEEK GOLD IN OFFICE SMOKE 

United States to Filter Clouds From 
Wall Street Assay Building 

for Saving. 

New York.—Thousands of dollars' 
worth of gold and silver which now 
goes up in smoke each year through 
the stack of the United States assay 
office in Wall street is going to be 
saved by the government. A dispatch 
stated that work has been, started on 
the installation of the Cottrell elec
trical precipitation equipment. Through 
this equipment there will be recov
ered suspended particles of precious 
metal from the gases arising from 
smelting and refining operations. 

The gases which will be treated will 
pass up flues, provided for the pur
pose, to the precipitation plant. Su
perintendent Isaac H. Smith, who has 
been conducting tests, believes tfcat 
there will be a saving in the,recovery 
of gold and silver of from $8 to $9,000 
a year net. 

White Squirrel. 
Kansas City, Mo.—A white squirrel 

is a rarity. Last week, in Shannon 
county, a man saw a white squirrel go 
into his hole in a big oak tree. The 
next day he took some incredulous 
neighbors, determined to- capture the 
little animal. It was necessary to 
chop down four trees before this was 
accomplished. And, sure enough, the 
squirrel was all white with pink eyes. 
It now lives In a cage in Birch Tree. 
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When Washington Was Little More 
j Than Village of Mud Streets Be-
*•*"— twWh 1B36-T84« Austin Was ~ 
| Similar "World Capital." 

| Washington, D. C.—"Austin, third 
Texas city to be imperiled by the 

, forces of nature in little more than a 
t week, has played an important, but not 
| generally known, part in American his

tory," says a bulletin from the Wash
ington, D. C, headquarters of the Na
tional Geographic society, in regard 
to the capital of Texas, the outskirts 
of which were struck by a cyclone. 

"When Washington, capital of the 
United States, was little more than a 
village of mud streets between 1836 
and 1846," says the bulletin, "Austin 
was a similar 'world capital/ the seat 
of government of the independent Re
public of Texas, which for ten years 
existed as the fellow nation of the 
United States. Ministers and special 
envoys were accredited to the re
public by the United States and half 
a dozen or more of the leading nations 
of Europe; and the forms and ameni
ties of world diplomacy were carried 
out punctiliously in the little capital. 

"Most of the legations have been 
torn down now to make way fd£ xjlpd-
ern buildings, but traditions stM .lin
ger of the efforts of the French and 
British ministers to gain the greater 
influence with the young republic, and 
of the watchfulness of the representa
tive of the United States to see that 
no loopholes were created to facili
tate an attack on the Monroe doctrine. 
Descendants of some of the families 
of the diplomats are residents of the 
city today. 

Selected Like District of Columbia. 
"Like the District of Columbia, Aus

tin was located by special commis
sioners charged to select a creditable 
site for the future seat of the re
public's government. This was im
mediately after independence had been 
won from Mexico. They chose a tract 
on the^Colorado river among gently 
rolling hills just below where the 
stream breaks from a range of low 
mountains. So the modern city, set on 
its series of heights, has for a back
ground a great sweep of purple hills 
that adds greatly to its scenic attrac
tiveness. 

"But these hills have a more utili
tarian aspect than that of a pictur
esque setting for the capital of Texas. 
In past geologic times a tremendous 
cataclysm occurred which formed a 500-
foot cliff for 500 miles across Texas 
along the line of the eastern edge of 
these now rounded hills. This is the 
Balcones escarpment, fast becoming a 
commonplace term in financial dis
tricts ; for along its line have been dis
covered nearly all of the great Texas 
oil fields that have spouted and are 
spouting their millions of barrels of 
petroleum. 

"Austin preserves a memory of the 
only republic to enter the United 
States in the name of its principal 
street: Congress avenue. Along this 
thoroughfare were situated the con
gressional halls of the nation. At the 
head of this avenue, on the crest of 
a commanding hill, is the present state 
capitol. Its architecture, like that of 
many other state capitols, is largely 
borrowed from the capitol at Washing
ton, and it is almost as extensive, be
ing the largest of the 48 state houses. 

"Texas, being a sovereign nation, 
was the only one of the states to re
serve for itself its public domain. One 
of the important state functions, there
fore, has been the maintenance of a 
land office like that of the federal gov
ernment'. The state capitol is a monu
ment of this unique condition, for the 
state was able to obtain its huge gov
ernment building without the expendi
ture of a cent of money by 'bartering' 
to a construction syndicate a tract of 
3,000,000 acres. This was a negligible 
portion of the public domain, though 
it covered an area more than twice 
the size of Delaware. It was kept in
tact for years by its private owners 
and constituted the most extensive 
cattle ranch in existence. 

Has Huge Dam. 
"The present-day Austin is credited 

with a resident population of 35,000, 
but the presence of 5,000 students of 
the State university and the inmates 
of more than half a dozen state insti
tutions carries the total during the 
greater part of the year close to the 
50,000 mark. 

"Across the gorge of the Colorado 
river just west of Austin is one of the 
largest of American dams, which 
forms in the mountain-rimmed can
yon a lake 30 miles long. It was con
structed by the municipality as a 
source of water and power, but with 
the numerous mountain streams empty
ing Into it, it constitutes a popular 
playground as well. The breaking of 
the dam a decade and a half ago is 
the only other natural calamity that 
has befallen the city. The losses were 
confined to the river bottoms. Since 
then the structure has been replaced 
and heightened." 

Lived Eight Years With Broken Back. 
Warren, Mass.—After living eight 

years with a broken back, Charles B. 
O'Nell, twenty-nine, Is dead. He suf
fered the injury when he fell from an 
electric car. 
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Maniac, Alone'on Ship, 
Come* From "Nowhere" 

New Bedford, Mass.—A 30-
foot schooner, battered and" 
mastless, was discovered ashore 
on West island, in the outer har
bor here recently. On board 
the hulk was Osmund Erickson, 
who said his address was the 
sea. When found he was eat
ing a handful of grass. 

Erickson, who was suffering 
from starvation, was unable to 
tell where the vessel came from. 
According,to police his memory 
was impaired by the privations 
he Lad undergone. •-

—The-schooaer|? the name of 
which could not be determined, 
carried a crudely: arranged mast 
to replace two that had appar
ently been carrited away by a 
storm. This masj: was about six 
feet high and ^pieces of old 
clothing had been used for sails. 
The hull had been mended in 
several places with bits of zinc 
and tin. 5 

KING LOPS OFF 
$50,000 A YEAR 

George of Great Britain Forced 
to Effect Economies in Ex

pense of Household. 

FIND NEW ANIMAL FOSSILS 

Specimens Discovered in Arizona 
Throw Light on American Life 

in Pliocene Age. 

Washington.—Animal fossils throw
ing a new light 04 the little-known 
animal life of America in the Pliocene 
age, have heen added to the collection 
of the Smithsonian' institution by the 
field explorations conducted In Arizona 
in the past year, and described in a 
report by the institution. Among the 
most Interesting specimens discovered, 
the report, said, are a new species of 
mastodon, a large and small species 
of camel and two or three species of 
horses. J. W. Gidley, member of the 
Smithsonian staff, who conducted the 
explorations, says the collection of fos
sils "represents practically a new fauna 
of the Pliocene age, containing about 
60 vertebrate species." . 

Dealing with the astrophysical field 
work of the institution, the report said 
the observations of. the sun now being 
made at its station'on Mount Monte
zuma, Chile, are being telegraphed dai
ly to Buenos Aires and "employed reg
ularly by the Argentine weather bu
reau for weather forecasting purposes." 

"While the Smithsonian institution," 
the report said, "hymt yet In a posi
tion to champion "ffifr usV^of stSHstlcs 
of solar variation for weather fore
casts, the great Interest which its 
studies of solar variability have 
aroused here and abroad seems clearly 
to warrant the continued maintenance 
of its two stations until a satisfactory 
basis for a test of the solar variability 
as a weather forecasting element has 
been laid." 

KERENSKY TO TELL SECRETS 
Memoirs Say He Sought to Save the 

Czar, but Was Frustrated by 
Great Britain. 

London, England.—Startling revela
tions respecting the dethronement and 
death of former Emperor Nicholas are 
promised by Alexander Kerensk.,, one
time head of the Russian republic, 
who has been quietly writing his 
memoirs in a London fiat. Kerensky's 
plan was to spirit the emperor out of 
Russia to a neutral European country 
or to the United States, but this, he 
contends, was frustrated by Great 
Britain. 

The book of the former Russian dic
tator will begin with the inception of 
the war and cover the final collapse 
of the empire. It will explain not 
only the cause of the Romanov over
throw, but the failure of Kerensky's 
own government. 

The writer declares that if the al
lies had been willing to let Russia re* 
main passive for a period they could 
have kept her as a valuable ally. The 
book will point out that the entente 
insisted on Russia's displaying energy 
on the front while in the throes of a 
revolution at home. 

His own overthrow Kerensky attrib
utes to simultaneous pressure from 
the two extreme parties, the royalists 
on the right and the Bolshevik! on 
the left, in addition to the hostility 
of the army. 

BATTLE IN RUMANIAN TRAINS 

Crowds, Jamming Coaches, Often 
Comet to Blows; Serious 

Accidents Frequent. 

Galatz, Rumania. — Some railroad 
trains in Rumania .are so jammed that 
conductors are powerless to collect 
fares. Hence th£ impression is con
veyed that one may travel for nothing, 
which serves only-to bring larger num
bers to the already overcrowded 
coaches. 

Like most other war-affected coun
tries, Rumania has not enough pas
senger coaches to take care of the 
throngs who want, to travel. The Ger
mans and Austriuss confiscated most 
of the rolling stock. Passengers today 
are forced to ride, on the roofs, bump
ers, running boards, and even on the 
undertrucks of the coaches. Fist 
fights, to say nothing of accidents, 
fatal and otherwise, are of frequent 
occurrence. \ 

Woman Chief of Police. 
Martlnsburg, W, Va.—The new city 

council has appointed a woman chief 
of police or city sergeant, as the office 
Is officialy designated here. She is 
Miss Hattie Zepp, Republican, and 
well known business woman. She suc
ceeds Oscar B. Miller. 

GUTS DOWN HIS RAGING STUD 
In Spite of Rise in Cost of Living, the 

King Has Resolutely Declined to 
Ask Nation for Any In

crease in Grant. 

London.—King George has set yet 
another example which may advan
tageously be followed by thousands of 
his subjects. As a result of recent 
economies in the king's household an 
annual saving of something like $50,-
000 is being made. This is the re
sult of the special investigation the 
king ordered some months ago, when, 
in order to achieve economies in ac
cordance with the spirit of the time, 
he directed that the whole organiza
tion of the royal household should be 
overhauled. The work of reorganiza
tion at Buckingham palace, Windsor 
castle and other royal residences has 
been in progress ever since. Its com
pletion, with the saving mentioned, is 
naturally a matter of satisfaction to 
the king, whose financial resources are 
probably much overestimated in the 
public mind. Moreover, the economy 
has been secured without the efficient 
and effective administration of the 
royal household being impaired in the 
slightest. It has to be borne in mind 
that the amount of money granted by 
the house of commons annually for the 
maintenance of the crown and the 
royal household remains at the same 
figure as in 1914. 

Refuses to Ask Increase. 
In spite of the general rise in the 

cost of living and of all commodi
ties, the king has resolutely declined 
to apply to the nation for any in
crease. This has meant, inevitably, 
that he has had to draw heavily upon 
his private resources during the past 
eight years—to an extent that w uld 
cause considerable surprise-could the 
figures be published. In his task of 
reducing expenses the king has been 
fortunate in having the assistance of 
scr experienced and astute a financier 
as the veteran Viscount Farquhar, lord 
steward of the household. This is 
not the first instance in which Lord 
Farquhar has been called upon to 
act in this capacity. He served King 
Edward in similar fashion after he 
came to the throne, when it was found 
that the entire royal household re
quired to be remodeled, and the many 
sinecures that had grown up during 
the later years of the reign of Queen 
Victoria rigorously abolished. 

Early in the present year Lord Far
quhar was able to submit a balance 
sheet showing how the money was 
being expended In the royal house
hold and where reductions might 
profitably be made without any loss 
of efficiency. This the king consid
ered for some days with very particu
lar care, and in the end gave It his 
hearty approval, and this work of re
organization at his various residences 
went forward. In the meantime his 
majesty decided it was necessary for 
him to retrench his personal expenses 
in every manner possible. Therefore 
he gave directions that his racing stud 
be cut down to a minimum and that 
no unnecessary expense was to be In
curred In connection with his stables. 
He decided, as a farther economy, 
that his famous old racing cutter Brit
annia should not be put Into commis
sion this year. This, however, had an 
effect upon which the king had not cal
culated. 

Britannia to Race Again. 
The withdrawal of the yacht from 

the races in which it was customary 
for it to take part in the past led to 
other owners of big yachts deciding 
to lay their boats up. An unfortunate 
blow was thus hit at the sport, and 
not a little unemployment was caused 
among those . who had been accus
tomed to man these large racing 
craft. This aspect of the matter was 
brought to the notice of the king 
when he was staying at Cowes re
cently. Any development causing un
employment at once receives the sym
pathetic attention of the king, who de
cided to Inspect the Britannia, now 
laid up in the Medina river in the Isle 
of Wight, in order to see what re
pairs and renovations would be re
quired to render it seaworthy for the 
opening of the yachting season next 
year. As a result the Britannia will 
hoist her pennant again next year. 
This is a fact which will cause the 
greatest satisfaction in yachting cir
cles throughout the kingdom. It is 
also now probable that when the au
tumn sales of bloodstock open at Don-
caster, Newmarket and elsewhere, the 
king will order new horses to be ob
tained with a view to bringing his 
racing stud into line with what it used 
to be in the days of King Edward. 

BIRD TRAVELS 3,000 MILES 

United States Biological Survey 
Traces Blue-Winged Teal From 

Canada to Trinidad. 

Washington.—How far will a migra
tory bird travel in its fall and spring 
flights? The biological survey has de
termined that they make flights of at 
least 3,000 miles. 

An investigation has been conduct
ed for several years by the survey by 
trapping ducks and other strong-
winged fowl in northern sections and 
marking them with light numbered 
bands. The numbers on the fowl are 
recorded and from time to time, hunt
ers bagging some of those marked, re
port where and when the bird was 
brought down. 

More than 200 such birds were 
loosed with the bands from Lake 
Scugog, in Ontario. So far the rec
ord flight is that of a blue-winged teal, 
banded September 24, 1020, and killed 
two months and seven days later In a 
swamp near Port of Spain, on the Is
land of Trinidad. The shortest pos
sible flight the bird could have taken 
to reach this point, which is off the 
coast of Venezuela, is 3,000 miles. 

In tracing their routes it seemed 
apparent that the mallards and black 
duck traveled together and their 
course from Lake Scugog was south
ward along the shores of Lake Erie 
by way of the St. Clair flats. Here 
the route divided, the majority con
tinuing southwest, crossing the Ohio, 
and then to the Mississippi valley, 
where the majority wintered. 

The others took a southeasterly 
course, crossing the Alleghenies and 
reaching the Atlantic coast by way of 
Chesapeake and Delaware bays. 

SCIENCE WANTS TUNNEL 

Dr, A. A. Michelson, professor of 
physics at the University of Chicago, 
spent two months at the Mt. Wilson 
observatory near Pasadena, Cal., in an 
attempt to measure the philosophy of 
light. Dr. Michelson wants to prove 
or disprove the Einstein theory, but 
found the air currents of Mt. Wilson 
unsuited to his purpose. He is now 
looking about for a stake. to build a 
steel tunnel two miles long as an aid 
in demonstrating whether Einstein 
was right or. wrong. 

DIG UP PREHISTORIC BONE 

Father Wanted a Girl. 
Cloversdale, Cal.—-Dr. J. W. Swisher 

of Healdsburg answered a call to 
Cloverdale, where the stork was ex
pected at the home of Ray Latton. 
Latton made it clear he hoped the new 
arrival would be a daughter, and of
fered to double the fee if his hope was 
realized if Dr. Swisher would agree to 
waive charges if the baby was a boy. 
It was agreed. A few hours later twin 
daughters were born to Mrs. Latton. 
'.atton wonders what Dr. Swisher's bill 
wffl be. - • 

Bchinodermante Probably Roamed In 
Region Thousands of Years Ago, 

When It Was Marsh. 

Boonville, Mo.—Workmen excavat
ing for pier No. 2 for the new high
way bridge across the Missouri river 
at Boonville ran aejross what has been 
declared to be part of the vertebra of 
the echinodermante, an animal that 
was in existence thousands of years 
ago. 

This echinodermante, no doubt, 
roamed the fields about what is now 
Boonville at a time when it was a 
marsh. His genus is now extinct and 
It took a long time to find someone 
who could give the prehistoric bone 
Its proper classification. 

W. R. Crlswell, carpenter foreman 
on the bridge, has had the bone pol
ished and varnished and will keep it 
as a souvenir.. 

Raise Deer and Elk for Profit 
Olympia, Wash.—Deer, elk and even 

moose are so easily domesticated in 
the Far Northwest that a movement 
has been started by several owners of 
large logged-off areas to attempt rais
ing them for profit. 
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"Dead" Opossum Revives 
and Car Runs Into Ditch 

When a "deud" opossum came 
to life and peered over the shoul
der of the man who was driving 
a car in which the animal was 
being given a ride, an automo
bile ran into a ditch near Vin-
cennes, Ind., andv was wrecked. 
The driver was not injured. 

William W. Cassell was driv
ing the car which„ Ait the opos
sum. Thinking that the animal 
was playing dead, Cassell struck 
it several times with a wrench 
and threw it into the back of 
his car. The animal's head ap
pearing later over his shoulder 
caused the man to lose control 
of the machine. ,l' '"-
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FOREIGN PUPILS 
ROIL GERMANY 

"Outsiders" May Be Restricted 
Because of Crowded Condi

tion of Schools. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY IN LEAD 

Law Also Attracts Greater Numbers 
Than Before, While Medicine and 

the "Kultur" Studies Suffer 
Declining Attraction. 

Berlin, Germany.—Accommodations 
at most of Germany's universities and 
technical high schools have been so se
verely cramped since the war by in
creasing enrollments that steps are 
being suggested for stemming the 
rising percentage of foreigners. Stu
dents from abroad are estimated to 
constitute 25 per cent of the registra
tion. 

A leading professor in the move
ment to restrict the foreign influx 
states that in his lecture room he has 
Doted from 50 to 100 non-Germans. He 
declares the preparatory training as 
well as the conduct of these "out
siders" frequently leaves much to be 
desired. While emphasizing the need 
of curtailment of foreigners he ob
serves that caution should be exer
cised to avoid political or diplomatic 
embarrassment. 

Technical High Schools Double. 
Enrollment in German universities 

as a whole has shown an Increase of 
30 per cent since the war, and that of 
the technical high schools has more 
than doubled. Just before the war 
there were 60,000 university student? 
in Germany. At the armistice the ag
gregate jumped to 90,000. There has 
since been a slight falling off. Tech
nical high schools were handling 
12,000 before the war. In the au
tumn of 1920 their students numbered 
22,976, and last winter 25,556. 

While the knowledge that the war 
resulted in a greater eagerness for 
learning in the younger generation has 
proved gratifying to the Germans, 
there is a disturbing factor in that 
"kultur" studies have suffered declin
ing fascination. Compared with 1914 
the present statistics for the univer
sities show decreases in the enroll
ment for theology, philosophy and 
philology. Medicine, the most popu
lar in 1914, also has proved less at
tractive, although dentistry students 
have more than doubled and there has 
been a slight increase in chemistry. 
The would-be physicians now number 
15,110, whereas in 1914 there were 
16,048. 

Big Increase in Law Students. 
Political economy heads the list In 

the numbers of university students en
rolled, and in percentage of gain over 
1914. This branch has 17,714 at 
work, as compared with 3,836 In the 
last prewar year. The study of law 
comes next, with a registration of 
16,834, as compared with 9,840. Math
ematics and physical science have at
tracted 9,257, an increase of 1,125. 
j In the technical schools the great
est number have flocked to mechani
cal engineering, which 8,306 now are 
'studying, as compared with 3,118 in 
1914. Electrical science has 5,129 en
rolled, against 1,307 before the war. 
Mining and smelting have registered a 
gain. Architecture, alone in the tech
nical schools, has shown a decline. 
! Of 23 universities only four have 
shown a smaller enrollment than in 
,1914. The list Includes Frankfurt, 
founded In 1914, now having 4,367 stu
dents, and the Universities of Co
logne and Hamburg, both founded in 

11919, which have enrollments of 4,107 
and 3,660, respectively. The largest 
registration is In the University of Ber
lin, with 12,724, as compared with 
8,538 In 1914. 

BERLIN SIGNS IN ROMAN TYPE 

Germanic Lettering for Names 
Streets Will Be Dropped by 

Official Edict 

of 

Berlin, Germany.—Street signposts 
throughout the city of Berlin will 
henceforth be done uniformly in 
Roman lettering, under a recent offi
cial {decision. The action was taken 
despite representations by a number of 
artist deputations, which held that 
the German letters were more legible 
and characteristic. The Roman let
tering had already been adopted in a 
number of districts, and the question 
of uniformity had long been con
troversial between proponents of the 
two scripts. _ v 
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Prisoner Slipped From 
Court to Get a Drink 

John Banks, waiting in a 
court in Brooklyn, N. T„ to be 
tried on a charge of disorderly 
conduct, became nervous and 
slipped out in quest of some
thing to sustain him through the 
ordeal. When, the bailiff called 
his name, Mrs. Banks informed 
the court, that he had just 
stepped oat to get a drink. 

Police officers who went to 
hunt Banks found he had gotten 
the drink. Judge Martin dis
missed the disorderly conduct 
charge, preferred by a neighbor, 
but sent Barks to tall for SO 
days for inti-zication.' 
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