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The New YorkState canals open May 7,

a later date than has been usual for seve-

ral years.

Tin; May anniversaries are at hand.

May 20th the fifty-ninth anniversary of
the American Sunday school union is to
be held at Hartford Conn.

Is the Pennsylvania senate an anti-
treating bill camo within one vets of
being passed. The chap that killeditwas
doubtless a free-lunch fiend.

Ex-Tbeasubeb Gilfillan says the secret
\u25a0of his Boceess in Washington was that he
"never allowed himself to get the big
head.'' which kills off iaany a man at the
national capital.

Theec is lying in the United State 3
treasury more than ten millions of dollars

\u25a0of unclaimed money— interest end prin-

cipal of public debt, some of which dates
back to 183".

Intwo weeks the sum of 5U.030 francs
was subscribed fer the National monu-

ment in France to<Jambetta. The Ameri-
can minister at Paris subscribed one
thousand francs.

The weather yesterday eveniqg was half
winter and half spring, and rounded up
withthe discharge of a belated enow storm
whichcoated the ground for a few mo-
ments aod then disappeared under the ac-
tion ofa furiously driven rain.

The Loadon Standard is so complimen-
tary as to say that the Americans are

away ahead of Englishmen inmatters of
eloquence, and speaks of James Russell
Lowell as a model orator

—
a compliment

that is rare from such a quarter, however
merited.

Secbetabt foLGEB denied, tks petition
of a delegation of colored men who wait-
ed upon him asking enlarged political
power for members of their race. The
denial was accompanied with the state-
ment that more than a fair percentage
of positions had already been given.

The New York Tribune thinks that the
letter of Sunset Cox to the Irish conven-
tion at Philadelphia has made him a
formidable candidate for speaker of the
next House. Itis not often letter writing
is of value to a candidate, but Mr.Cox
may possibly hf>ve the art of ne-ver saying
a foolish thing, in which case he may
sometime do a wise one.

Jcdce FoBiKER, of Cincinnati, has sig-
nified his willingness to become the vic-
tim of the Ohio Republicans as their
candidate for governor, if they choose to
use him. He will not, however, reeign
from the bench until he is elected. Ifhe
can retain his judicial tenure until such
time he willremain upon the bench for an
indefinite period.

g.TiiK election of Frederick Nelson as As.
sociate Justice of the Municipal oourt by
a majority of 1940 in a vote of less than
3400 is an endorsement very flattering. Mr.
Nelson was tne onlyman the Republicans
antagonized. Tho idea that a Scandina-
vian sli >viibe a democrat, was something
agaicst which the Republicans mind re-
belk".,and hencn a nomination was made
against him.

Amechanic of Nashville, Tenii., has in-
vented a spring motor for running sewing
machines, which does away with the foot
movement. As itis thought the invention
is a practical one, it will naturally come
into genera! use. Useful and universal as is
ihe sewing machine, the foot movement is
quite injurious to the health of many who
operate it,and some easily applied power
which obviates this will be hailed as a
blessing by hundreds of thousands, who
need and use sowing machines.

Sehatob Logan, if the reports bo true,

has broken with the administration. The
collector at Chicago discharged a subordi-
nate, who is a friend of Logan's. The
senatorial dignity was so much aggrieved
that the President was asked to remove
the collector. This opportunity to make
a new appointment was declined with
thanks. Secretary Lincoln, who was Lo-
gan's contribution to the Garfield cabinet,
sustained the President against Logan.
For this the senior senator from Illinois
will antagonize the administration, and
the war willbe sharp and it may be deci-
sive. The administration can get along
better without Logan than can the senator
without the administration. It is to be
feared that Logan has rashly cooked his
Presidential goose.

When ladies exercise their privilege of
voting for members of the school board
they must expect billingsgate showered
npon them by the indecent person who
edits the Pioneer Press. The ladies of the
Second precinct of the Third Ward very
properly came out, and a sufficient number
voted for Harvey Officer to ensure his elec-
tion after the male vote had defeated him.
The P. P., after noting a few votes by
ladies about noon, says:

"This vaiiguard was followed duriog the af-
ternoon by a large number of ladies going ingroups of two of three to the polls, and their
husbands or other male relation withthem, ex-
cept for which the u-rctches wouldprobably notliavegonnHt all."

Just why a lady should be styled a•wro; • oause she votes for school in-
speotor is something the gentlemen {V.) of
the P.P. may be able to explain. No de-
oent person wo j ) ittemp >c task.

Gov. But-e i:ns br u,.i, ,iown the Mas-
sachusetts state board of health, lunacy
and eharitj !:ko a coon from a gum tree,
and t. have to mind the law and take
charge of the Tewksbury almshouse. The
Adams Transcript, published by Hon.

James T. Rftbinson, a Republican judge of
probate, says the discharge of the Marsh
family and the assuming of charge by the
board;

"The people willrrjnice to see the Marshes go.
They ought tohave gone some yeans ago. Enough
hns boon proved to show that. Itis charged that
the governor is trying to prevent tho introduc-
tion of evidence in defense, but he cannot do
this ifthe committee do their duty. Lot thfdt>-
Eense go on and let the probe go deep and let all
the Eactstome out."

The effect 'oC this tearing out of the
Tewksbury rottenness by Gov. Batler is

leading other states to look into the man-
agement of their poor houses, ami thus far
reports indicate much "grinding of the
unfortunate paupers" throughout this
ooentry.

7> a 'DOSAiiD ava ilahlj:;

The Republican party journals kindly
devote inach space to speculation and giv-
ing advice in regard to the Democratic
norninoo for President in 1884. This is
significant of the expectation that the
Democrats willelect, and that the Repub-
licans esteem itvery doubtful if they carry
two-tlurds of the states that contributed
to elect Gariield and Arthur. Quite a num-
ber of these papers are just now devoting
their able talents to commending the nom-
ina'ion of Hon. Joseph E. McDonald, of
Indiana, and are saying many kind things
of him,which in the case of his nomination
would be forgotten and recalled. Expres-
sions of admiration for Mr.McDonald are
general by Republican papers. Itis re-
freshing to note that one Republican jour-
nal is moved to say a few frank things
that Democrats may read and ponder with
profit. The Albany Evening Journal, from
which we quote, speaks withan honestness
of counsel that is rarely found in tho inia-
leading platitudes of Republican politi-
cians. T'ik is what itsays:

Inheaven's name, what in there about HcDon
aid that he should be singled out of Ihe group as
a blossoming presidential quantity} The able
editor and the deep politician willtellyou in an-
swer that McDonald is a man that lfendricks,
and Vootbees, and Old Hunks English, and all
the rcet-of the Indiana Democrats car. unite on.
Whatetue? Nothing else; for tho Democratic
mind that is enough. There is no requirement
of statesmanship; there is no thought of the
necessity fora trained hand, or ahroad mind,
or a strong, well-grounded cliaracter. There is
nothing learned from the past

—
from the experi-

ment in expediency of Hancock and English.
The chronic itch for office of the .politicalad-
venturers of Indiana would prompt the accept-
ance of McDonald as the candidate of the state,
and tiimt.would make him available

—
and availa-

bility is still the watchword of the hungering
Democ racy. The people made a wise and sober
choico three years ago between the political
availability of the untried Hancock and the
proved ability of the long-teeted Garfield. Have
Lhe Democrats forgotten wlmt tliat.choice wasr

Daily Hotel Reporter.

The St. lyn\}l.Daily Reporter, under the
management of W. M.Tiloston, hat> grown to be
one of the institutions of tho city. Ithas lately
b:<ea greatly improved, among other things
donning a new head wliich is decidedly unique.
The head gives a bird's eye view of the city,
showing many of the loading buildings and is at
once abeauty and a novelty.

The Bummers and Lunk-Head Fired.
A gang of drunken bummers and vaga-

bonds who are employed at tba Pioneer
Pre*s office, with a lunk-head reporter
from that establishment, who is chiefly
famous for being an idiot, undertook to
conduct the election at the second precinct
ofthe First ward. As none »f the vaga-
bonds lived in the precinct they were
promptly bounced by the crowd. The
lunk-head accordingly falls to abus-
ing the police at that pre-
cinct for being partisans. The police did
nothing but their duty, and itwas because
they did their duty that the P. P. vaga-
bonds, including the lunk-head, were not
handled in the style they deserved.

11USTED JiAItNS.

The Alley Hounded by F«rr, Third, Oak
and Chestnut Streets a Scene ofConHagra-
gratioriand Commotion last Night.

'
Shortly after 10 o'clock last night, Officer

Stigers turned in the alarm from box No
13, caused by the appearance of fire in the
frame barn, abutting on an alley included
in the square bounded ky Third, Fort,
Chestnut and Oak streets, th» premises be-
ing owned and occupied by JJohn Brugge-
mann as a store-house for baled hay. The
wind was blowing briskly at the time, and
from the inflammable character of the ma-
terial burning, the impression obtained
almost universally that a disastrous con-
flagration was impending. The flames shot
upinto the air in huge volume*, frescoiug
the horizon &for a considerable dis-
tance, and great sparks borne by
the wind in the direction of
Oak and the adjacent streets, promised
an extension of ruin that lor a brief
period seemed momentarily to be realized.
As a result, the alarm not only summoned
the department to the rescue, but lilted the
streets withmen, women and children who
went slashing about in the mud and snow
withan entire disregard ofappearances or
consequences. The boys got to work with
the least possible delay, but not before the
building in which the fire originated had
reached a hopeless condition, and their ef-
forts were largely directed to saving the
surrounding premises, all of which were
of frame. Ivthis they were partially suc-
cessful, as sparks had ignited a large two-
story frame occupied by the People's Ice
company for stabling horses and storing
feed, also premises of smaller dimensions
and appropriated to similar uses by Louis
Arbogast, a butcher on Fort street, and
for a brief period it seemed as if both
tenements were rapidly tending in the
direction of the Bruggemann barn. Hard
work, however, confined the flames to the
three buildings mentioned, and limited
the destruction to the first named. Itwas
of frame, two stories high, 100x75 feet in
dimensions, and contained thirty-four
tons of hay and straw, valued at $500.
Mr. Brnggeinann's loss will reach nearly
double that amount, which is partially
covered by insurance in companies, the
names of which ho was unable to recall.

The barn of the People's Ice company
is two and one-half stories high, and con-
trolled by Messrs. Dafield &Hardy. Its
contents consisted of twenty-two horses,
all of which were removed, and
hay and grain of the estimated
value of $450. Damage to the building
about $300; insured for $800, in the
Equitable. The barn of Arbogast con-
tained stock and feed, and escaped with
the wrecking of the roof. Damage about
$200; insurance not ascertained..

The cause of the fire is unknown. Brug-
gemann stated that he visited the premi-
ses about half past 6 o'clock when there
was no appearance of anything wrong;
he then retired to his house, and knew
nothing of what subsequently occurred un-
til aroused by the alarm of fire. Itis sup
posed to have resulted from a spark let
drop from a cigar some one was smoking
about the building, but this is mere speou-
lation as also is the rumor that itwas the
work ofan icoindiary.

A fine Billiard Table, Phalen & Calender's
make, complete, with rack, etc., will be in-
cluded in the sale of handsome Household Fur-
niture to-morrow. Friday, May 4, at the resi-dence ofDr. A. YVharton, No. 187 East Ninthstreet, A. H. Nicolay. auctioneer. For fullpi- ulars read advertisement in auction wantcolumn.

Scientific skating by O. V. Paulson. Music
by the (iiea L Western band, at the Market haU
Roller Rink to night. J

ABIGBANK.
riie German- American Transformed Into
its Two Million Successor— Only Ten
Banks of Equal Proportion in This
Country, •

Early in the beginning of the year the
3lobe announced the formation of a
nammoth banking association in this
sity, which was to absorb the German
American bank, with a capital of 5500,000,
uid to be added to by other capitalists
>oth in this country and in Europe, creat-
,ng a bank of $2,000,000 .capital. Atthe
;ime the announcement was made, few out-
side of the city of St. Paul believed that
such a mammoth banking house could be
formed. Yet to-day it is an ac-
complished and the National
[ierman-American bank is now only
awaiting the more formal routine to be
sjone through with at Washington when
it willtake its place among the few lead-
ing financial institutions of America, with
a capital which reaches into the millions.

The regular annual meeting of the
stockholders of the German-American
bank was held on the 10th of{January last,
at which meeting President Willius stated
that at the meeting of the stockholders on
January Ist, 1882, ithad been decided to
iHcrease the capital stock from $800,000 to
£500,000. Itwas then expected that dur-
the year 1883 a further increase would
be necessary to meet the requirements of
the bank. Atthe annual meeting of the
board of directors on the 10th of January
last, itwas recommended that on the 2d
of next May the capital be increased to
$2,000,000, and that prior to that time the
bank obtain a charter as a National bank,
and that the name be changed from the
German American bank to the National
German- American bank. With a view to
accomplish this object other capitalists
were induced to embark in the new
enterprise.

All the preliminaries for the establish-
ment of such a grand banking insti-
tution have been gone through with,
and yesterday over a million or over
one half of the proposed capital
of $2,000,000 was paid in, and the re-
quired affidavit of the fact was forwarded
to Washington, and itwill require but a
few days before the new bank will take
the place of the old one.

On the 13th of April the corporators
met and selected the following board of
directors of the new institution, viz.: Con-
rad Gotzian, Wm. Lindeke, F. Williue,
Alex.Sternberg, Gen. AlfredH. Terry,J. B.
Sauborn, F. Knauft, Alex. M.Drake, H. M.
Knox, Adolphus Paar, P. R. L.Harden-
bargh, Charming Seabury, Jas. H. Weed,
Joseph Lockey, B. C. Howes, Gustave Wil-
lius, Walter Mann, Dr. F. R. Smith and W.
S. Culbertson.

This board of directors met on the 16th
•f Aprillast and elected the following
named officers:

President
—

Walter Mann.
Vice President— B. C. Howes.
Cashier

—
Gustav flWillims.

Assistant Cashier —Joseph Lockey.
On yesterday (May 2d) the now stock-

holders met at the German- American bank
and paid in the 50 per cent, required, or
over a million of dollars and thus met all
the requirements to change the old bank
into a National bank, and the proper
papers were forwarded to Washington.

Holders of German-American stock
were given the privilege of changing their
stock into that of the new bank at 150 or
fiftyper cent, premium, or receiving cash
therefor. Every stockholder, with the ex-
ception of one small one who is purchas-
ing"vhome, took the new stock, and thu
bank was thronged during business hours
yesterday by the takers of the new stock.

Ab soon as the formalities are gone
through with the old bank willhave ceased
to exist and St. Paul willhave one of the
ten banks in the United States with a cap-
ital of $2,000,000.

The new bank will have over 250 stock-
holders (the largest of any bank in the
United States,) comprising among the
number many of the leading capitalists
not only inthis city bat others in various
portions of the Union and ofEurope.

Far the present the new organization
willoccupy the building now used by the
German-American bank, on Third street,
and inorder to accommodate its increas-
ing business an addition in the rear of the
already spacious building, 20 by 40 fee*,
has been, erected for the clerical force.

Inthe meantime the bank has pmrchased
tioproperty on the corner of Fourth and
Kobert streets, 100 by 150 feet and plams
are being prepared by Messrs. Wirth &
Eltzner, architects, for a building especial-
ly adapted to the immense business of the
bank. These plans have not been fully de-
cided upon, but already work has been
commenced in removing tho old buildings
fromthe grounds preparatory to commenc-
ing the work ofexcavation. Itis expected
that tho excavation for tho foundation
walls and the first, story of the building will
be completed this year, and the entire
building completed early in the fall
of next year. As the plan of the
building has not bten decided upon the
Q&obe cnanot give a description of it,but
tiiePMi mate made calls for an outlay of
$160,000 and possibly $200,000 At all
events the Globe i3safe in stating that it
willbe one of the grandest and most im-
posing buildings in the Northwest.

St. Paul feels a proper and justifiable
pride in the establishment of such a mam-
moth banking institution within her
limits. It is [unmistakable evidence of
her growth, and also of the abidisg faith
which her men of wealth have in her fu-
ture growth and prosperity. It will give
confidence to capitalists inevery part of
the civilized world, and bringhere millions
of money to be invested in trade, manu
factures, and all that tends to build up oae
ofthe destined to be, largest cities on the
American continent.

Jioard of Charities.
Ameeting ofthe members of th» Board

of State Charities and Corrections, was
held at the governor's rooms at the State
House yesterday forenoon, Gov. Hubbard
us an ex-ofiicio member presiding over as
president.

The members of the boa^d present were
Hon. Messrs. Reuben Reynolds of Crock-
ston, Wm. A. Campbell of Litchfield, C. H.
Berry of Winona, H. R. Wells of Preston,
A. H. young of Minneapolis and Rev. Dr.
M. McG. Dana, of St. Paul. Dr. Dana was
chosen secretary pro tern, itbeing the ulti-
mate intention to select a secretary out-
side of the board. The meeting was pre-
liminary to getting to work and was quite
informal. Another meeting will be held
on the 22d.

A Mttaiinr.

Mr. Peter Pattgeuer, in behalf of him-
self and the numerous gentlemen whobear
that name, wishes jrepudiate the slander
of the Pioneer Press relative to the con-
duct of what that sheet terms ''a rude
fellow named Pottgeiser," at the Second
precinct of the Third ward. Mr. Peter
Pottgeiser was not present at the polls
bat ke investigated the accusation 'and
found it like the charges of that sheet
generally, without the slightest founda-
tion.

Exceeding Wise.
A certain wiseacre of old has said that the

life of man isbut one mistake. Be tkis as it
may, there is no doubt that the man, sick or
well, who puts his trust in Al.en's Iron Tonic
Bitters make no mistake, and shows himself to
be exceeding wise. Try it. All genuine bear
|the signature of J. P. Allen, druggist, St. Paul,
Minn,

JlOAlili Of EDUCATION.

LSejrular Meottag Last Night—Report of the
Superintendent —

The Enrollment and
Attendance— Committee lieports.
The Board of Education held its regu-

ar monthly meeting last evening.
Superintendent Wright submitted his

report for the month of Aprilof which the
following is a synopsis:

"Since tho commencement of the school
fear 7,408 pupils have been admitted to
the schools. These figures would have
been largely increased if our school ac-
sommodations were sufficient to supply
the facilities for those who apply."

His detailed report of enrollment and
average attendance is as follows:

Total Average
Enrollment. Attendance.

High school 1&4 172
Franklin school 980 77b
Madison school 550 485
Jefferson school C47 52'J
Lincoln school 391 339
Webster school 379 830
Humboldtsehool 285 241
VanBum Bdhool 4U4 . 301
Monroe school 4(J3 !J ili
Washington school 230 t 195
Garfifld school 298 216
Jackson school 353 218
River school 232 176
Bioe school 167 185
Neill school 100 93
Harrison school 98 Sb

Total 5,717 4,727
The superintendent also called atten-

tion to the crowded condition of the
schools and recomended the enlargement
of several of the schools.

Some discussion ensued as to the finan-
cial condition of the school fund. The
discussion brought out the fact that all the
money a* \u25a0 had been used. The
naajorit . favor of turning the mat-
ter ove- to cite new board, but after some
discu the matter was made an order
for a fej>eciaJ meeting to be held on Friday
evening nexi and the city comptroller was
requested to furnish a report of the finan-
cial s:a'.us of the Board at that meeting.

The superintendent was authorized to
procure the Opera house for the closing
exercises of the high school on the 22d
day of June.

The committee on schools reported
Miss BethFord as teacher inplace of Miss
Nellie Ford, 4th grade in the Webster
scohol. Report adopted.

The committee on property was auth-
orized to substitute genuine slate in place
of imitation black boards in the new high
school building. The same committee
was authorized to make a change in the
ventilating shaft of the building in order
to make itmore ornamental, at an expense
of $150.

Inspector Gilbert, fromthe committee on
finance, reported that City Comptroller
Roche had negotiated the bonds of the
board without any authority from the
board, and a resolution was adopted call-
ing upon him to report to the board by
what authority he acted inselling those
bonds. The report stated that the finance
committee of the board could have done
better, as the bonds could have been sold
at a premium.

The matter of insuring the public school
buildings was referred to the special com-
mittee on insuranoe withinstructions to
repoit at the next meeting.

A previous resolution authorizing the
opening of summer schools 4jrm raca-
tion was lost by a tie vote, and was after-
wards reconsidered and after quite a
lengthy discussion was again lost.

Anumber of bills were allowed, when
the board adjourned.

THE COURTS.

Su}>re.tne Court.
The twenty-first session commenced

yesterday witha full bench, but adjourned
for a short time to await the arrival of
legal talent from Waseca, who made a mis-
take as to the hour of opening the court.
The followingbusiness was transacted:

Jerry Lyons, appellant, vs. Francis Raf-
ferty, respondent. Submitted by both
counsel on briefs.

State of Minnesota, respondent, vs. Sam-
uel Leslie, appellant. Argued and sub-
mitted.

In the matter of the last willand testa-
ment of Harriet E. Wightman, deceased,
Joshua Holbrook, Devisee, appellant, vs.
Samuel Wightman, respondent. Sub-
mitted on briefs.

Adjourned to 9:30 a. m. Thursday.

The Hay Term.
Judge Brill charges the grand jury and

it retires to deliberate. Writs of attach-
raeit were iseued against two who did not
appear.

The district court reassembled yester-
day morning when the Sheriff returned the
following five names to fillup the grand
jury wit1, viz: G. W. Lameon, R. A. Lan-
pher, David D.Lambie, W. P. Davidson,
and C. W, Carpenter. These being added
to those who answered to their names on
the day beiore made up the grand
jury as follows, tho court having
appointedjP. R. L.Hardenbergh, foreman:
P.K. ij.Hdrdeubergh,Thos. B. Campbell.

foreman. W V. Perkins.
Caas. H. Bigelow. Iatriok Keigher.
Jacob Mannheimer. Findley McCormick.
W. G. Hendrickson. H. D. Mathews.
Phillip Reiley. R. A.Durkee.
H. L.Hinckley. Geo. W. Samson.
Sam MeConnell. Wm. F. Davidson.
D. A. Monfort. R. A.Lanpher.

Write of attachment, returnable this
morning, were issued for Michael O'Brien
and A.O. Bailey, whodid not answer to the
call of their names.

CHABGIKG THB OEAND JUET.

Judge Brill,after the jury had been
completed, gave the members the custo-
mary charge which consisted principally
of reading that portion of the statute re-
quired. The attention of the jury was not
called to anything particular, and at the
conclusion retired for consideration.

OALLIHO THB CALENDAR.
The court then proceeded to call the

calendar and was occupied till noon set-
ting the cases, at which time it adjourned
tillFriday.

Municipal Court.
[Before Associate- Judge Hal].J

H. Reilly. disorderly conduct: §10 fine,
paid. ' .

Pat. Maloy, drunk; $5 fine,paid.
Margaret Shatz, drunk; sent to Woman's

Reformatory for 90 days.
Paul Ceska, assault and battery; $15

fine, paid. i^»
Mrs. Salbagh, disorderly conduct; $10

fine, paid.
Mrs. Rome, disorderly conduct: bond

to keep the peace given.
0. Williams, larceny; $25 fine, paid.
C. Hamilton, larceny; $25 fine paid.

PERSONAL.

Hon. T. G. Mealey, ofMonticello, was in
townyesterday.

Judge Wm. Lochren, of Minneapolis,
paid a visit to the capital yesterday.

Senator D. M.Sabin was in the city yes- ,
terday, and passed the nigh t at the Mir
Ichants.

Senator Hollister, of Austin, visited the :
auditor's department at the state house, j
yesterday on public business. !

H. D. Ourney, Esq., returned yesterday
from a trip of some months duration in
the south. He reports the crops ina flour-
ishing condition in the southern and mid- ;
die states.

Are You Cone to Paint? j
Get fire-proof roof paint at Skinner & Sly'e, •

211 Second street South, Minneapolis.

LABOE TROUBLES.
Strikes acd Rumors of Strikes In Every

Direction—The Sail Fate of the Milwau-
kee Shoemakers.
St. Louis, May 2.

—
The coal miners of

the Belleville, Illinois, district struck yes-
terday for higher wages. They claim they
have only been getting one and a half to
two cents a bushel for digging and now
demand two and a half cents. The opera-
tors refuse to comply, but it is said they
will probably accede to the miners' de-
mands. Itis understood that similar ac-
tion was taken in all the mining districts
of the state.

Diligent inquiries fail to reveal any
movement among the cigar makers here
looking to a strike. A few manufacturers
are paying a slight advance, but the great
bulk of men are working at tho old
schedule.

Pxtxsbubo, May 2.
—Complete reports

from the railroad coal district, in which the
strike was inaugurated yesterday, state that
allminers have joined the strike against
a reduction except those CTnployed by W.P.
Rand A: Co., and the Cherry Hill coal
company. A delegation ofstrikers headed
by martial bands willsurreund these pits
this afternoon, and remain until tho men
at work join the strike. Operators are
preparing to have the strikers kept oJ
their property, but ho violence is anti-
cipated.

No change in the status of the
cigarmakers' and plasterers' strikes.

The miners' secretary, Flannery, states
that he has offered on behalf of the miners,
to arbitrate the dispute under the provis-
ions of the Wallace arbitration act, signed
by the governor a fow days ago, The op-
erators decline to say to-night whether
they willaccept the proposition. Nearly
all the mills in the city are out of coal,
and many willhave toshut down for a day
or two until arrangements are made to
reoeive a supply by river.

Conference committees of iron manu-
facturers and the Amalgamated association,
meet to-morrow to settle the rate of wages
for the next year. Ihs general opinion is
that they willnot agree, and that a strike
willtnsue.

Milwaukee, May 2.
—

A large number of
shoemakers are idle at present, claiming
that they cannot make living wages owing
to ihe extensive introduction of machin-
ery. In one establishment where over
twenty men were lately employed, there
are but half a dozen working to-day.
There is no organized movement on the
part of the shoemakers, and not likely to
be. The change has come gradually, as
three or four of the prominent establish-
ments have, one after another, introduced
new machinery. The men are looking for
other work and take the situation philo-
sophically. One who lefthis place to-night
said he worked a whole week en a
case of boots, and made only $4.90.

Buffalo, May 2.
—

The cigar makers
were granted an advance of $1.50 per
thousand except by manufacturers George
Sonneman and J. Meyers. Their hands,
240, left.

Chattanoga, May 2.
—

The Times com-
positors' strike is ended, enough non-union
m3n having betn secured.

St. Louis, May 2.
—

The Union stone-cut-
ters and plasterers went out oh a strike to-
day. They presented a demand on the
bosses yesterday for an increase from
$3.50 to $4 per day, and tho establishing
of a uniform rate. The omployers refus-
ed to accede, and this morning about 500
stone cutters and (JOO plasterers quit work.
The bricklayers will to-morrow demand an
increase of half a dollar a day, which the
bosses will not accede to, and they will
probably strike. There are rumors of tho
usual spring strikes in various trades.

Shenandoah, Pa., May 2.
—

Work at No.4
colliery of the Lehigh valley coal company
was stopped to day by a strike of loaders.
They have been loading twenty-two cars a
day, but now refuse to load more than six-
teen. Hence the strike.

SPONGE FISHING. I
Jfnsfniu'H Chief Industry—Curious and

Iteautiful Varieties— CuringforMarket— i
I'e-arln inthe Conch.

[Cor. N. Y.Evening Post.]
WHAT 18 A SPONGE?

Scientists have wrestled long and bitterly
over the nature and origin of the sponge.
Up to not many years ago most of them
agreed on classifying it simply as one of
the infinite series of submarine vegetables.
Later scientific opinion, however, sets
down the sponge as an animal, or rather
a bunch of minute animals of low organ-
ism, cell shaped, equipped with a stom-
ach and digestive machine y, throwing off
from their bodies masses f fecundated
eggs, and developing in combination with
each other that iibrous mass which ulti-
mately reaches oar markets as the sponge
of commerce. Take ono of theso masses
which we call a sponge and examine
it more critically. It will be found to
be a group of small fibrous cells which
after ramifyingmore or less, connect with
large round apertures penetrating far into
the sponge mass. By suction, or some
more occult process, the sea watar is drawn
through the smaller cells and their parti-
tions. The living organism then takes up
from the passing fluid and devours the
minute alyiv, on which it is supposed to
feed. The water, then loaded with excre-
ment, pours outward in a constant current
through the large orifices. A big sponge
has, therefore, been aptly likened to a
subaqueous city, whose inhabitants take
up food from the water that passes their
doors and discharge the residuum into the
large round channels which represent the
sewers. Take the world over, sponges ap-
pear inso many species, and with so great
a diversity of living organisms, that the
discussion of the whole Bubject woald take
us too sar into hazy battle-fields ofscience.
Suffice itonly to say here that Ha?ckel, the
famous German naturalist, contends that
the sponge sheds most luminous scientific
1ght on the remoter methods of erolut o is
So that contemplating one ot these inert
masses of fiber hanging prosaically in the
drug store, evolutionists may regard it
witn something of the reverential regret
due to a protoplasmic ancestor.

The living sponge when first taken from
these waters ofthe Bahamas, differs almost
•ib much fromthe commercial article as a
hum»n body from its own skeleton —

for
practically what reaches the market is
partly the skeleton, partly the dwelling of
a bunch of sea organisms. When first
pulled from the rocks where itgrows the
sponge looks like a corrugated mass ofput-
ty. Itis drab incolor, exceedingly heavy,
has a sickening odor, and is suffused by a
stringy mucous which drops from itin leng
vi.-cuus hnei. The external pores are part-
lyclosed by a sort of sea bug, which finds
refuge in them, and mut be an annoying
interloper to the sponge builders; while
often a red sea worm an inoh or two in
length is found far within the spongy
fiherSi whither he has worked his way.
What is the exact function of the mucous
fluid does not appear to be clearly settled.
BJt it is certain that when taken from the
B >onge and placed on stillbottoms new
S iouges are propagated from it; and if
two pieoes of the same living sponge, or
O different sponges ot the same species,
are laid side by side on the sea bottom,

they soon grow together. The vitality ot
the sponge, infact, coupled with the de-
crease of th-snpplj, suggests that ere
many years artificial pi-upngation may
have to be used.

THE FISHEKMEN AND THEIB WOBK.
The negro Bpooge-fishen who ply their

rade hore m the Bahamas are a race (f
teamen not too regular in habits or mor-
tis and livinga sadly monotonous life of
>xposure and privation. Their voyages to
;he sponge fisheries last each for six
veeks, during which they live crowded on
joard their craft under conditions of
lardship which ina climo less salubrious
would be fatal to health and life. The
sponge firms "find" for them the boats,
supplies and equipment which they use on
their six weeks' trip. The sponge bot-
toms most sought at this time are on the
Boral beds fit the south side of Eleuthera
island, fiftymiles east of Nassau. With a
good wind the fisheries are reached in
bight or ton hours from this port. Then
the real toil begins. Lying on his chest
along the boat's deck, tho lisher with his
water-glass

—
a pano set in a box fitted

with handles
—

looks down forty feet into
the clear depths. With one hand he
grasps and sinks a slender pole, some
times fiftyfe6t in length, fitted at the end
with a double hook. The sponge, once dis-
covered, the hook is deftly inserted at the
rocky base, and by a sudden jerk the
sponge is detached to bo brought up on
deck. This curt description of what seems
the simple work of sponge fishing gives
110 idea of the real skill and exertion need-
ed. The eye of the iisher has to be trained
by long experience to peer into the sea
and tell the commercially valuable sponges
from thosa that are worthless. He must
have a deft hand to manage the swaying
hook forty feet down so as to detach the
sponge without a tear. Above all, while
doing this with ono hand, he must manip-
ulate with the olher tho water glass as
the waves sway it sideways and up or
down. The strain ou eye and body is
most intense, to say nothing of the cramp-
ed position and exposure to wind and wet
wbichjnrst and l&st make almost every
sponge fisher a victim ofacute rheumatism.
Yet with all his arduous toil, a faithful
spongefisher earns not more than $15 p.

month besides his "keep" on the boni,
which barely deserves the name ofexist-
ence.

Allthe Bahama waters abound insponges
of great variety, but many of them worth-
less for the market. Those that are good
for nothing else are often most beautiful
for curiosities. They take most wondrous
and striking shapes

—
now a cup, now an

old-fashioned drinking horn, anon a great
bunch of messy, cup-shaped growths, fre-
quently foliated, like the tree coral. A
csp-shapod sponge found some years ago
in Bahama waters, and said to bo the sec-
ond largest in the world, measured seven
feet in circumference, and its walls from
four to six inches in thickness. Up totwo
or three years ago the Bahama fisheries
showed signs of exhaustion, but the discov-
ery of the Eleuthera bottoms has proved a
godsend to the fishermen, and are likely
to supply tha markets for some years to
come at least.

PEEPABINQ SPONGES FOB MABKET.

Next comes the process of preparing the
sponges for export. First they are either
placed on deck under the tropical sun or
hung ia long festoons from the little
vessel's mast. In either case the
beat of the sun in a few days kills
all the living organisms within the fiber
and loosens them for the next process.
Then the sponges are dumped into a sort
of water cage made by driving a circle of
small piles a few inches apart from each
other in the sand. Through these piles
the tide plays violently, washing away
from the sponge after a few hours the
sand, dead animalcuhe and other impuri-
ties withwhich the mass is clogged. Dur-
ing these operat :ons the sponge naturally
emits a most fetid and revolting odor,
but the final washing leaves them with
that not unpleasant flavor of the sea with
which they reach our marti. Usually, at
least here at Nassau, where the bulk of the
Bahama sponges come for a market, they
undergo no process of purification other
than has just been described. Bnt some-
times they are immersed in a bath of di-
luted hydrochloric acid, which not only
bleaches them but dissolves what few im-
purities have been left. After the final
drying sponges are assorted, baled, and
then are ready for market. The grades
and qualities are: numberless. There
are, besides others, the "sheep
wool," selling for about $1.75 a pound;
the Abaco velvet (so called for its velvety
fiber), worth about $I.loa pound; and tho
"glovff," "yellow" and "grassy" vareties
all selling as low as fifty cents. Before
being baled, itshould be added, the rough-
er^incs of sponge are|tiimmedjwith sheais
and the big sponges cut in sections, eaoh
about as large as 8 coeoanat. The test of
the be3t sponges is their soft woi liysurface
under the touch, and abovo all tho tough-
ness of the libers, which can readily be
ascertained ljj tearing one or two of them
apart. The Bahamas, though prolific ia
sponges produce few of the highest quali-
ties, which are used for surgery and other
delicate work. These come from the
Mediterranean sea, where divers bring
them up, and some of the finest grades
have been sold as high as $50 or $100 a
pound.

In some of its broader phases
i'.s sponge industry gives Nassau
some local features of rare nov-
elty, The liltle boats thronging its har-
bor, the chattering crews, tho warehouses
lining the strand, the "Sponge Exchange,"
where sponges of every grade and (shape
and size may be seeu by the thousand, are
specialties of the fort's commerce not to
be found elsewhere in the West Icdies, or,
perhaps, in the world. Spongts cover the
wharves, their broken and tattered masses
float over the harbor, great heaps of clip-
pings line the bands, and, cast up by the
waves, cover the beach far below and above
the city. The negro diver, at command,
willplunge from your pleasure boat into
the clear waters of the harbor to bring np
a fresh sponge specimen, and on shore tke
negro hucksters pester the traveler's life
with offerings of the staple commodity.
Everywhere the spouse is as übiquitous to
the eye as itis potent iLihe local mart.

AnJiigr .~.nli.im.
One day after Ju<.ige Wylie had been

rather on him in court, and had
somavraat im{.at:ently cut him short in
some of his remarks, Coi. Ingersoll left
the court house and walked across the
street to a restaurant for a lunch. He had
to pass just in front of an old gray horse,
and as he did so tho uuimal snapped at
him as if to take his head off. Luckily tho
horse miscalculate d the distance, but hi*
big teeth c'asLed together on'y 11lew itch-
es from the lawyers ear. Quiok as a
flash the latter turned with"Inthe devil's
name what couit are you the judge of!""
and when Davidige whispered the anec-
dote around in court that afternoon Judge
Wylie had a hard time keeping order
among the lawyers.

The Dakota Capital.

Sioux City, la., May 2
—

The Dakota
sapital commissioners held sessions in

Canton to-day. Bids have been received
from the following points: Mitchell,
Huron, Oroway, Aberdeen, Pierre, Steele
and Frankfort. The time for the recep-
tion of proposals was extended to May
15tb, when ail close and the proposals will
be opeaed for the first time. The com-
missioner left on a special train for a tour
of inspection. The first point will be
Mitchell.

Marie Geist,
Conservatory of Music, 127 West Third street,
St. Paul. Specialty: Piano Foite.

Are You Going to Paint.

.Mir.nan olis LiquidPaint has proved itself to
be one of the best liquidpaints in tho market.
Send forour new card ofcolors. Skinner &Sly,
211 Second street Booth, Minneapolis.

CRIME RECOBD.
CONGRESSMAN T/IOMI'SOXIXMCTJ2D.

FOR THE MUlUlEu' Of DAVIS,

A Belief that the Shooting Was Deliberate
Assassination— A Fiendish Murder at
Baltimore by Negroes— General Deviltry.

THE THOMPSON SLAYING.
HAniiOD.^r.ußG, Ky., May :_>.—The grand

jury to-ttay returned nu indictment for
murder ::i;ainst Ho.;. Phil. B. Thompson,
for killing Walter H. Davis, April 27.
The return was made late this afternoon.
The witnesses named for the common-
wealth are J. P. Chirm, K. C. Smith J. M.
Wilson, R. E. Coleman and John Maur.
Thompson will be rearrested to-morrow.
Under a much prevailing custom he will
probably be let out of prison, being nomi-
nally under arrest, incharge of a guardian,
whose salary is paid by the priso-
ner. Then habeas corpus proceedings will
lead to a preliminary trial to determine if
he can be bailed, and what the amount
shall be. The indictment creates surprise,
though it is generally approved. The
defendant andhis friends expected itwould
be fore manslaughter. It is expected
the prisoner's father, one of the ablest
lawyers in Kentucky, v,\\l be ofcounsel for
his son. The sentiuuut is growing that
the killing of Davis is to bo classed na
assassination. There is a disposition to
criticise the conduct of Mies Buckner,
upon whose statement to her cousin,
Phil. B. Thompson, it is supposed
he made his attack on Da\ is. Itis said
that when Miss Buckner, fome years ago,
was in trouble somewhat similar to the
charge against Mrs. Thompson, Mr. Davis
did not stand her friend. There are wit-
nesses who contradict Miss Buckner with
reference to Mrs. Thompson's drunken-
ness. The implication that Davis was
fleeing to Chicago is wholly wrong. He
and his partner had sold their stock of
groceries, in order to devote their whole
time to the whisky trade, and Mr.Davis
had agreed to go to Chicago to
close out a branch house, and was on
the way to Chicago on this business when
he was killed. Mrs. Davis protests that
justice has not been done her husband;
that he was as good, loyal, kind a husband
as ever woman had. She asserts, over and
over again, her immovable trust in the
honor and innocence of her husband. She-
says the testimony against her husband was
all concocted; that Miss Buckner had sworn
to have revenge on her, aud her oath had
been fulfilled. Hon. J. C. S. Blackburn
arrived to-night ta assist in the defense of
Thompson.

DASTARDLY MUEDEB.
Baltimoke,May 2.—Monday night about

10 o'clock, while Miss Anna Traverse was
going from the house of her sister to her
own home, three blocks distant, in the
northwestern part of the city. She was.
assaulted by two colored men, who felled
her with a stone, and then cut her throat
and robbed her of a few dollars, she was
found early Tuesday on the vacant lot
where she was assaulted and removed to
her home. She is the daughter of the late
Wm. K.Traverse, who several times rep-
resented Dorchester county in the general
assembly. She is not expected to survive
her injuries.

BOLD BOnUEKY.
Pbovidence, R. [\u0084 May 2.—A thief

robbed the safe of the Providence Gas
company this afternoon of two boxes of
pay envelopes containing $4,000.

A TOUNG IIEE-BUG.
Boston, May 2.—Hattie Thornton, aged

twelvo, who set fire to tho Hotel Glendon
five times, has been arrested. She labors
under a mania caused by interest in a
patent fire escape exhibited recently at the
hotel.

FOUGHT A DUEL.
Nhw Orleans, May 2.

—John O'Cal-
lahan challenged hia brother-in-law Mich-
ael Nealen, to a pistol duel, owing to an
alleged slander uttered by Nealen against
the former's family. They met last night
on Deoatur street and fired at fifteen
paces. Nealen was wounded and sent to a
hospital, and both are under arrest.

BOICIDK.
Vircbnner, lad., May 2.—Early this

morning Hon. W. B. Searight, mayor of
the city, committed suicide by shooting
himself with a revolver. He fired two
shots, one taking etfect near the right
nipple tho other iv tho right
temple. He has bees mayor six
years, and was a candidate for re-election
yesterday, bnt was defeated. Itis beleiv-
o<l his defeat at the polls prompted the
act.

MEF. BBATTCHAMP KOT GUTLTT.
Dbston, Sid., :[ay 2.—The jury in the

trial of Mrs. Be- n ihamp f< r tie murder of
har husband, returned a verdict of not
guilty. James Athero, indicted as an ac-
ceseory, was acquitted by order of the
court. Mrs. Beauchamp -;iiilto a reporter:UIcan hardly tell yon how happy Ifeel,
because Ihoje t) c people will believe me
iniiocent. Ifeared Iwould break down
several times during the trial, but was up-
held by the consciousness that Iwas not
guilty. Itwa-< perfectly awful to listen to
the frightful indictment. Ifa woman can
stand such «n onk.il as that, her nerve
willnot forsake her in anything she has to
undergo. Itwas almost as trying when
the jury came back tor further explana-
tions, but then, as Ihave already told you.
Idid not fear the result."

LATEMINNEAPOLIS SEWS.
The Council.

Atthe meeting of tho council last night
Charles al. Foote and H. R. Lovejoy were
confirmed as water commissioners. Nu-
merous other minor appointments were
also confirmed. l<:d. A. Stevens, clerk of
the municipal court, made some sugges-
tions and asked tohave the books and ac-
counts investigated. A protest against
and petition for street cars on Nicollet
avenue were referred. The pest house was
ordered removed from the presont site.

The coinmitioes on hospitals and public
grounds instructed to report suitable lo-
cation for new hospital, the ground to con
tain not less than ten acres.

The amendment to last yoar'sflicense or-
dinance was taken up and given the final
reading. Aid. Hashow moved to amend
by striking out the amendment making
the license same as la3t year. Lost, 12 to 6

Aid. Waitt moved toamend by striking
ont $5 for druggist license and inserting
$100. Lost, 9to 9. Only eleven having
voted infavor of the ordinance reported,
and so itfailing of getting a majority of
the conncil, was lost.

Aid. Lawrence moved to reconsider
vhich carried. The ordinance was tLen
passed by 12 to G.

Oratorical CfjjleHt.
The oratorical contest took place at the

Grand Opera house last night. J. M.Ross
was awarded the firet prize and M.Kellogg
of Wisconsin the second.

Ex-Gov. Stanford.
New Yobk,May 2,—To the inquiry to-

day, as to the illness of Leland Stanford,
C.R. Euntington, of thb Central Pacific
railroad, replied: "Governor Stanford has
had a severe attack of rheumatism and the
prevailing northeast winds have retarded
his recoveryiIhave no doubt that a few
warm days willset him on his feet again."


