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DORSETSJOSE.
'

The Story of the Republican Cam-
paign of 1880.

HOW GARFIELD WAS ELECTED

A Chapter of Political History Which
WillBear Perusal and Preser-

vation.

A FAMOUS FIFTH AVENUE CONFAB.

Jay Gould's Contribution on Condition
lhal Stanley Matthews Should

be Judge.

Washington, July 5.
—

Tha sequence of
some event3that had their beginning with
the nomination of Garfield, was ended
with the verdict in the recent star route

trials. Two of the defendants iv these
trials were so intimatelj connected with
the Republican canvass in ISSO, and one
of them, at least, so connected because of
his relations with the star route contrac-
tors, that the very remarkable history of
that canvas has been really in their power
to tell. They hive both refrained from
doing so, because they were under fire.
and because they knew that they had the
sympathy of many ofthe leading Repub-
lican politicians. Both Brady and Dorsey
have over and over again received assur-
ances from these managers of sympathy,
not infrequently coupled with the asser-
tionthat no case of ingratitude is known
that compares with that of the admin-
istration, which was not only willing but
Hixious to secure all the aid these two de-
fendants could give during the canvass,
and then, having obtained that aid. was
willing to turn around and persecute them.
Whatever wrong there may have been in
the star route contract system, the Repub-
lican managers in 1880 either knew or sus-
pected, and they were then ready to get
such advantages therefrom as were possi-
ble. Itis not to be wondered at, there-
fore, that both Dorsey and Brady feel to-
day anything but gratitude toward the
party they did so much to keep in power,
nor can the defendants in the recent trials
be held as specially unfaithful, if from
them some of the very remarkable secrets
of that most remarkable canvass are
learned. The canvass was involved
from the beginning with these two
men. Dorsey was the brains of
the Republican national committee.
Brady's knowledge of Indiana politics was
constantly brought into requisition, and
he was begged, pleaded with and almost
ordered to receive money from these very
star route contractors for the purposes of
the campaign. To both, Gen. Gariield and
the party managers constantly acknowl-
edged their obligation; to both, Gen. Gar-
iield at least had expressed his opinion
that there w^ nothing unlawful in the
star route business; while to both, other
Republican managers, such men as Hub-
bell, Jewell, Gen. Arthur and others had
said that the star route contractors ought
to be required to contribute liberally, be-
cause they were getting large sums for
their work through the favor of the gov-
ernment. To Brady and Dorsey the sub-
sequent course of the administration
seemed ungrateful. The thought that the
party managers were entirely willing to
reap such advantages as could be obtained
from the star route contract system, and
having done so, and having thereby suc-
ceeded in remaining in power, they
showed themselves also entirely willingto
get further party advantages by prosecut-
ingmen for doing ihe very thing that had
before been of soch value to the party.

11.
When the congress ordered an investi-

gation into the system of letting the 6tar
route contracts, Gen. Garfield, at Gen.
Brady's|request, made a very thorough ex-
amination into the whole matter. The
result was that he assured Gen. Brady and
Senator Dorsey that he was satisfied the
system could be defended, and he prom-
ised when the sp cial appropriation for
which Gen. Brady asked should come before
the house that he v mid not only vote for
it,but would also defend itupon the floor.
Realizing Garfi Id's great infiaence, not
only with the appropriations committee,
but also on the iloor,« both Brady and Dor-
sey were satisfied that the accusations
against them would be satisfactorily de-
fended. They had received Garfield's most
positive assurance that he would do all in
his power to set them right, and they had
every reason to believe that he would keep
his word. Bat when the matter came up
Gariield not only failed them, but he
also allowed his influence to dwindle
into insigjii:i'j;inco by pairing with a
member cf the house and leaving
town when the matter came up. Dor-
sey was inclined t>j forgive him lor this:
not Brady. The second assistant post-
master general realized that Garfield had
discovered that very large sums of money
were received by the star route contrac-
tors, and ha was inclined to think that
Garfield would Le disposed to make use of
this knowledge at a later day. Therefore.
Brady thought Garfield did not care to go
on record, except suilieiently to satisfy the
men who had asked him to defend them.
All this occurred some months before the
Chicago convention. It was well known
that Brady favored the nomination of
Blame, while Dorsey professed to be en-
tirely for Grant.

111.
Inthe winter of 1880 a club of the "bet-

ter element was organized in Philadel-
phia by a young manT^tFpolitical aspi-rations, named Wharton Barker. This
club, among other great missions, under-
took to prevent the nomination of either
General Grant or James G. Blame. Mr.
Wayne MacVeagh was a member of the
olub. He had a profound dislike forBlame, having characterized him as the
most dangerous man in American politics.
Mr.Wharton Barker regarded the threat-
ened nomination of Grant as a dangerous
innovation. The point was to find the
man who could beat both of these in the
Chicago convention. Many names were
suggested. Sherman— he would not do,
he had no elements of popu-
larity; Edmunds— he would not do,
because they would tell about
the black bottle he kept inhis committee
room; Hawley

—
oh, no; he came from an

insignificant .state and was something ofa
blusterer, and so on. At last one evening
Mr.Barker suggested the name ofJames
A. Garfield. Itwas well received bynear-
lyall the members of the club. Then a
thin man, with a foxy face and an icy ex-
pression, arose. He was Mr. Wayne Mac-
Veagh. "The proposition," he said, "is
absurd. Garfield's record is so bad that
the party could not afford to nominate
him. The history of the Credit Mobilier
case, of the De Golyer business, and of
other matters that have not yet
been made public would all come out. No.
gentlemen, we cannot afford to think of
Garfield/'

Stephen W. Dorsey heard of this speech
afterward, and Garfield heard of it, and

Mr.Wayne MacVeagh was alwa3*s per-
suaded that Gariield heard of it through
Dorsey.

Mr.MacVeagh, however, did not impress
the club. It was decided that Garfield
was the man to make the fight, and in the
early spring of 1860 Mr. Wharton Barker
and Garfield were closeted inWashington.
Mr. Barker told Garfield frankly that the
Philiadelphia club were bound to se-
cure his nomination ifpossible, and they
wanted his consent and co-operntion.
Garfield was pleased, but he said that Ohio
would instruct its delegates for John Sher-
man, and he did not see how his own nom-
ination could be compassed under the cir-
cumstances.

"Youwould not," said Barker "decline
the nomination if it were tendered to
yon?"

Garfield answered: C-The great Lown-
dea of South Carolina once said, 'The
presidency should neither bo sought nor
declined.'"

Of course this was enough for Mr. Bar-
ker, and the ''Better Element Club" began
at once a line of management whose re-

\u25a0 suits were Keen at Chicago. That Garfield
knew how wtll they were going on is in-
dicated by his remark to Randolph
Tucker just as he was leaving for the
Cnicago convention. Tucker met him in
the cloak room of the house. Said he:
"Well, general, who are you going to nom-
inate:"

"Idon't know," was the general's re-
ply. "It's as likely to be me as any-
body." And Mr. Tucker, after that re-
mark, was prepared for the news from
Chicago.

Mr.John Sherman learned veryspeedily
what was going on. He cast about f*r
meeas to circumvent it,and at last hit upon
a plan. He insisted that Garfield should
go to Chicago at the head of the Ohio dele-
gation. Sherman believed that Garfield,
in thai place, would not dare be-
tray him, and would also lack the cour-
age to allow any movement in the Ohio
delegation that looked like treachery. But
there was a man named Foster, now gov-
ernor of Ohio, in the delegation. Foster
was a man of the Garfield stripe, with an
air of frankness, good fellowship and faith-
fulness, hut cold as steel, and never for a
moment forgetful of Charles Foster. Be-
tween him and Garfield there was a perfect
understanding.

There were two men in the Chicago con-
vention who very early saw what was in the
wind in the Ohio delegation. One of these
was Dorsey and the other Conkling. Dor-
sey kept his knowledge to himself, except
that he said to Conkling one day, "There
is treachery over there," pointing to
Charley Foster and the Ohio delegation.
Coukling, however, at a fitting moment,
took a bit of paper, and writing a few
words thereon, sent itover to Garfietd.
Gen. Garlield read the note, tore it in
pieces and turned pale. The pieces he
threw on the floor. A man who had seen
itall collected the pieces afterward, pasted
them together, and the note is now inpos-
session of a gentleman who lives in Port
Huron, Mich. In this note Conkling ex-
pressed, in the sarcastic manner of which
he is master, his appreciation of what was
going on, and Garfield knew that Conk-
ling saw that the Ohio delegation were
manipulated, not for Sherman, but for
Garfield.

Garfield was nominated, and at his ear-
nest request Stephen W. Dorsey was made
secretary of the National Republican com-
mittee and really its chairman.

Both Garfield and Dorsey realized very
early in the canvass that the Republican
candidate for the presidency was embar-
rassed by a sulky, jealous and mutinous
faction. The relation that the New York
stalwarts permitted themselves to assume
was the subject of much correspondence
between Garfield and Dorsey. The can-
didate wrote to Dorsey that he relied upon
him to prepare the way for the cordial
co-operation of the sulky New York men.
He declared to Dorsey that he regarded
him as one of the best organizers, and
knew that ifhe would undertake the work
of reconciliation, itcould be consummat-
ed. Dorsey promised to do it. He frankly
told Garfield that it was a work
that amounted to nothing less than
organizing a movement for victory from
elements that, right after Garfield's nomi-
nation, promised only defeat. In those
depressing days inJuly and early August,
it was Dorsey who gave encouragement to
Garfield, and itwas Dorsey who mapped
out a plan of operations that met Gar-
field's cordial approval,and drew from him
the most fulsome expressions of grati-
tude. While Conkling, Grant, Cameron,
Logan, and the stalwarts everywhere were
so frigidas to send a chill throughout the
party, Dorsey never permitted himself to
lose courage or hope. Garfield's corre-
spondence with Dorsey at this time reveals
a state of mind bordering on despair, and
this embarrassed Dorsey not a little. Gar-
field bewailed the indifference of tho
Grant faction; Dorsey told him that it
would pass away. Garfield could not see
the way clear for cordial co-operation;
Dorsey told him that the way lay with
himself. Gardeld asked for light to show
the way; Dorsey furnished it.

Itwas Dorsey who conceived and
cessfully managed the Fifth Avenue Hotel
conference, and he himself has said that
not even his recent trial as a criminal con-
spirator against the government gave him
more anxiety, ormore neces-ity for calling
upon all bis resources, than did the ar-
rangements for that conference. Donej
had presented to the Republican mana-
gers, including Garfield, his views respect-
ing the canvass. To his thinking there-
were two necessities. (Jne was money; the
other the co-operation of the New York
stalwarts. The two were linked. Dorsey
said that no money could be raised with-
out the co-operation of tho New York men;
and, on the other hand, with that co-opera-
tion, combined with certain honeyed in-
ducements, any amount could be
raised. Dorsey from the first
urged the necessity of making the battle
in Indiana in October. His correspond-
ence with Garfield will show that, and
Garfield's replies to him willalso show
that the candidate was of the same opin-
ion. Garfield suggested some puerile
plans, such as one to interest a certain re-
ligious sect in Indiana, and also the edu-
cational interests. Dorsey pooh-hoohed
these, and inplain terms said that the in-
fiuencing factor in Indiana would be
money. In this view Gen. Brady, who
knew Indiana from the lakes to the Ohio,
agreed. Garfield didnot know how the
money was to be raised. Dorsey did, and
he told Garfield that he must meet the
New Yorkpoliticians. He told him that
when he met these men, there must be no
politicaldiplomacy about it. The meet-
ing must be a practical business
meeting. There must be no
generalise?, no vague suggestions, but
positive pledged assurances. He told him
that the New York politicians were ready
to give, but that they were business men,
and would expect to receive. Itmust be
a quid pro quo meeting, and there must
be no trifling,because the New York men
could not be easily persuaded. Garfield
held off for a while from a face to face
meeting, and at last suggested that he
would meet certain influential New York
stalwarts in Mentor. Dorsey told him in
the plainest terms that he must come to
New York: that the New Yorkers would
not run after him. and that he must come
to them. So Garfield at last consented .
The Fifth Avenue hotel conference was
arranged. Conkling had promised to be
present; but he was the only one of those
who were expected to take part in the con-

ference who kept away. Why he did co
willappear later.

V.
The great Republican party had come

to this at last. Ithad nominated a Credit
Mobilier man for president, and its candi-
date, to win,was obliged to meet with the
representatives of a powerful faction, and
dicker and bargain with them for the price
of their support. Dorspy had told Gar-
fieldthat this Fifth Avenue hotel confer-
ence would bo "the climax of the canvass."
Ifit was successful, Dorsey promised suc-
cess in November; ifitfailed, Dorsey said
that they might as well close their com-
mittee rooms and let the canvass go by
default. Time was pressing. It wanted
but a few weeks to the great preliminary
contest in Indiana. Garfield had been
greatly impressed with Dorsey's earnest
ness, and when he met the
representatives of the great stal-
wart faction in the Fifth Avenue
parlor, it was noticed that the smiling,
hail-fellow-well-met manner was absent.
He was most serious, and seemed to be
thoroughly in earnest. He made a plain,
seemingly perfectly frank statement to the
grim politicians in front of him who had
his fate in their hands. He acknowledged
as much to them. He said, as he had said
before to Dorsey, that New York had the
right to expect the largest recognition
at his hands; that itwas his earnest desire
so to shape his course that all differences
in the party would be reconciled, and that
no one would expect that he would for a
moment entertain any idea but that of
learning what the wishes of the friends in
New York were, and ifthey were consistent
with what was fair, he would give his
hearty assent to them.

But generalities were not indulged in
very long. Facts and figures were pre-
sented as coldly and as free from hints as
a bargain for the sale of a railroad. They
told him first that itwas expected that he
would agree to appoint as secretary of the
treasury a New York man prominently
identified with the part of the party that
favored the nomination of Grant. He
said that the demand was not only not un-
reasonable but entirely proper, and when
Levi P. MortOD was suggested as the man
who was desired, Gen. Garfield promised
without further qualification, that, if elect-
ed, he would appoint Mr.Morton secretary
of the treasury . He subsequently added
that if Mr. Morton preferred a first-class
mission abroad he should be appointed to
that. Now comes the humiliating part of
the business. The cool and determined pol-
iticians with whom the candidate for the
presidency was dealing kept up the busi-
ness aspect of this proceeding by making
duplicate memoranda of what had been
promised. It was a formal document,
frigidas a bill of sale.

But this was a trifle compared with that
which followed. This only secured the
active support of the stalwarts. That was
nothing without money. Whether Garfield
made or received first the proposition that
men say was made, it is now asserted by
those whoknow that another memoran-
dum was drawn up. Inthat itis asserted
that the candidate for the presidency of
the Republican party agreed with the
cool, remorseless politicians who had him
in their power, that the operation of re-
funding the government fives and sixes,
which must Boon take place, should be
given to such syndicate of New
York bankers as should be desig-
nated by the stalwarts, and at such com-
mission as should be fair. Here were mil-
lions inprospect . The operation, as has
since been shown, was an enormous one,
and at an apparently trifling commission
would have given the fortunate syndicate
profits such as has not been realized since
the days when the great government loans
were placed. With such an agreement
the problem of raising campaign funds
was solved, and the mysterious FifthAve-
nue hotel conference was ended. The
bargain was made. The [stalwarts had for
a price been won

—
all but one. Mr.

Conkiing, as those who aught to know
best then and now believe, had learned of
this proposed bargain for the refunding
of the bonds, and cared not to have part
nor share init. So he kept away from
that conference.

VI.
"Hurrah," shouted the excitable Jewell

when he met Dorsey alone, "the battle's
won." Dorsey, grim, earnest, and fullof
nerve as ever, did not allow his joy to ef-
fect his business. But itreally seemed as
though the party were now getting ready
to fight a battle. There had been some
doubt about this before. Within a week
after the Fifth Avenue conference, Wall
street had subscribed a very large amount
of money, not far from half a million
dollars. At the same time began that re-
markable, and, at the time, unexplained
zeal which the old 'stalwart leaders sud-
denly took in the Republican canvass.
Grant, Conkling, Don Cameron took
hold, and tho political temperature
sprang from zero to fever heat.
These three leaders made their
memorable vit-it to Garfield at Mentor,
ami Grant and Conkling took the stump.
But wliiloall thifl firework business was
going on. there was one man who had more
Beriooa matters to attend to. In constant
communication withGarfield, Dorsey be-
gan to organize for an October victory in
Indiana. The eye of the public being
di traoted \>y the splurging and hurrah-
boya ityle of campaigning that followed
the Fifth Avenue conference, Dorsey had
abundant opportunity to put into opera-
tion, without being detected, the plan of
oampaiging in Indiana that afterward
won tho battle, and which brought from
Gariield those expressions of thanks and
grateful acknowledgments which Dorsey
now has in hi.ipossession.

Dornoy'ri plan involved the most thor-
ough canvass of the state of Indiana that
had been made since the vigorous days of
O. P. Morton. Every voter was enrolled,
and the first canvass showed that the state
was hopelessly Democratic. Of the pure-
lystrategic and organizing part of the
work itis not necessary to speak, except to
say that it won for Dorsey the loudest
praises from those who knew what he had
done, and caused Garfield to speak of him
as a "prodigy of politicalability."

Inthe latter part of September, after
Dorsey's organization had been perfected,
after every voter had been placed, and the
influences that could be brought tobear on
each voter had been thoroughly learned, a
special messenger left New York for In-
dianapolis. He had with him over $400,-
--000, either incash or inconvertible paper.
This money had all been raised inNew
York,and principally by the efforts of
Levi P. Morton. Dorsey never touched a
penny of the money ,though urged to Bee to
its distribution personally. He was there
not only to see toit that his plan of or-
ganization was followed to the letter, but
alse to prevent, so far as possible, any
of the money from sticking in the
pockets of men who were trusted to dis-
tribute it. When the money reached the
local committees itwas found to be large-
lyincrisp, new $2 bills. It is believed
that Mr.John C. New could tell how bills
and drafts of large denomination were
thus converted into bills of this denomin-
ation. At all events there they were.
They were distributed through the state
just as ballots were, in great bunches.
The destination of each was perfectly well
known, and by noon of election day they
had fallen like snowflakes silently all over
the state, although more in some parts
than inothers.

Then came the count of polls in the
evening. The $2 bills and the $432,000,
combined withDorsey's plan of organiza-

tion, had won. Tho Democratic party
was snowed under by greenbacks, and a
great hurrah went up all over the land
among the Republicans that the principles
of the party had triumphed in Indiana.
The Fifth Avenue hotei conference was a
success, and Dorsey was admired and
congratulated. Subsequently Gen. Arthur,
then vice-president elect, in a burst of
confidence at the famous dinner given to
Dorsey, summarized itall in one word
"Soap." Garfield, Arthur, James, Wayne
MacVeagh, and other Republican leaders
knew at the time what had been done, and
all vied in doing Dorsey honor.

VII.
But the effect cf the Octeber election in

Indiana was only moral, and itwas feared
itwould be temporary. Both Dorsey and
Brady asserted that the same kind of ar-
gument that had been used in October
must be used again inNovember, or the
state would be lost. Atwo-dollar bill was
good only for one election. More money
must be raised, and the Republican mana-
gers in casting about for means thought
of the star route contractors. Garfield
himself, calling to mind his investigation
and his discovery that the contractors
were receiving great sums from the gov-
ernment, felt that they ought to subscribe.
Other leading Republican managers had
the same opinion.

(Jne day Jay Hubbell called upon Gen.
Brady, then second assistant postmaster-
general. "Brady," said he, "the star route
contractors must subscribe at least forty
thousand dollars to the campaign fund,
and you must collect the money."

Brady replied that there would be no
difficultyabout raising that amount. He
was willing to undertake to raise it,but he
didn'tpropose to burn his fingers, in view
of Hayes's order, and the feeling against
government employes soliciting subscrip-
tions. Hubbell thought that Brady was
altogether too sensitive about it,but Brady
was firm. "Give me," said Brady, "some-
thing that Ican fall back on in case of
trouble and you shall have the money."

Hubbell asked Brady if a memorandum
of some sort from R. B. Haye3 would be
sufficient, and Brady said that it would, of
course, provided itwas the right kind of a
memorandum. Hubbell promised to get
it,and went to Hayes forthwith. Hayes
refused to write any memorandum or let-
ter. He did not forbid the raising of the
money ;he only refused to do anything
that would throw the responsibility for it
upon him. Hubbell was in dispair. He
labored again withBrady, but the assistant
postmaster general was firm as a rock.
Hubbell then communicated with Dorsey,
and the result was that Hubbeil returned
to Brady, >aying,

"
Would youundertake to

raise that money from the star route con-
tractors if you should get a request or a
memorandum from Gen. Garfield?"

Brady had little faith in Garfield. He
could not forget that Garfield had prom-
ised to defend the star route appropria-
tions, and had failed to do so. Still,after
considering the matter for h while, Brady
said he would try to raise the money, pro-
vided a satisfactory document were re-
ceived from Garfield. Hubbell at once
wrote to Garfield and to Dorsey, who hap-
pened to be at Mentor at the time. The
project was talked over between Garfield
and Dorsey, and at that time Garfield ex-
pressed himself very frankly about the
star route contractors. He knew that they
wero receiving large contracts from the
government, and he thought that they
ought to be willing to contribute some-
thing for the success of the party that had
not only given them opportunities, but
could protect them in the future. Garfield
then showed Dorsey a letter that
he had written to Brady' at
Hubbell's suggestion, in which he re-
quested Brady to exert himself to collect
the money. Dorsey peremptorily told
him not to send the letter. At Dorsey's
suggestion, the queer and notorious "My
dear Hubbell" letter was written. In it
occurs the expression, "Ask Brady how the
departments are doing," and this was in-
tended to be a hint, a request upon which
Brady would act. When Brady first saw
ithe treated itwithcontempt. He thought
he saw in ita willingness on the part of
the candidate to make a cat's-paw of him.
But he finally consented to collect the
money. With the letter as an authority,
he did collect a large sum of money, part
of which he took to Indiana, where it was
spent, withGarfield's knowledge, by him-
self, and where itwould do the most good.

Such is the history of the "Mydear Hub-
bell" letter.

VIII.
Itwas about this time that complaints

were made both to Brady and Dorsey that
Gen. Garfield's hospitality at Mentor was
being abused, and that the candidate found
himself seriously embarrassed for money.
Garfield represented that itwas not right
to expect or to allow the candidate to be
subjected to these burdens. This was just
what Hayes had done before him, and Don
Cameron sent Hayes a check for a hand-
some amount to relieve his embarrassment.
Both Brady and Dorsey saw to itthat Gar-
field's embarrassment was relieved in the
same way, from which favor acknowledge-
ments were duly received from th9candi
date.

IX.
We now come to an event in the remark-

able canvass of1880 that may have the
light of a congressional investigation
thrown upon it. Early next winter it is
the intention of a member of the house to
introduce a resolution reciting that charg-
es have been made affecting the integrity
of the appointment of a justice of the
supreme court, and nuking that a commit-
tee ofinvestigation bo appointed to ascer-
tain the truth thereof. Tho following is a
statement of tlio substance of these
charges :
Itwas reported that some of tho Repub-

lican managers in Now York discovered,
or thought they disi-ovorod, that Jay Gould
had subscribed $fiO,(H)O to the Democratic
campaign fund inthe fall of 1880. This
discovery frightened the loader*. They
had expected a large subscription from
Mr. Gould, but had failed to get it. He
had been distant, and itwas thought that
he had believed that Hancock would be
elected. How to get Mr. Gould interest-
ed and how toget at his check book were
problems that seemed insolvable. Itwas
finally determined that some one with
whom he would talk, should go and see
him, and ask him point blank what
the matter was, and what induce-
ments could be given him to sub-
scribe. When asked if he would contrib-
ute to the Republican fund, Mr. Gould de-
clined peremptorily. When asked why,
he is said to have answered : '"Ican have
no interest in an administration at the
head of which there would be a man who,
as leader of the Black Friday investiga-
tion, denounced me as a corrupt man and
compared me to Catiline as a corrupt er of
the youth of Rome."

That settled the matter at that inter-
view. Gould's personal hostility to Gar-
field was communicated to the Republi-
can candidate. He expressed great sur-
prise that Mr.Gould should entertain such
feelings. He said that he had no personal
animosity toward Gould, and that in the
report to which Gould referred he had
simply discharged a public duty, and one
which Mr. Gould ought not to blame him
for doing.

Back the Republicans trotted to Mr,
Gould with Garfield's reply. It seemed,
partially at least, to satisfy him. He said,
however, that he had no political party in-
terests; all his interests lay in certain
great corporations which were threatened

by the recent act of congress known as the
Thurman act, an act whose constitution-
ality was to be passed upon by the supreme
court.

When this was repeated to Garfield he
said that Mr. Gould ought to know that
he entertained the same views that Mr.
Gould did respecting the interests of these
corpcrrations, and he wanted Mr. Gould to
be assured that if elected president, and it
should fall to his lot to nominate a mem-
ber of the supreme bench, that he would
take great care to appoint a man whose
views in that regard were the same as his
own.

This was taken to Mr. Gould. He an-
nounced himself a3 entirely satisfied with
it,but he made the gentle suggestion that
itbe put in the form of a pledge and in
writing. This was done, and itis alleged
that the pledge can bo produced, as it is
understood tohave been committed to the
keeping of a gentleman who bolds itsub-
ject to the order of both parties.

Then Mr. Gould warmed up to the Re-
publican party. Himself and another sub-
scribed §1.j0,000,as is expected to be shown
before the investigating committee . This
money was taken to Cleveland, Ohio, and
there divided. Part of itwa3 sent to In-
diana, and the rest was used in Ohio.

Garfield subsequently nominated the
man to whom this agreement had refer-
ence, Stanley Matthews, to the supreme
bench, and Gould telegraphed Senator
Plumb urging him to secure Matthews'
confirmation. Matthews was confirmed
by one majority.

X.
Thus through Brady's help large sums

had been raised from the star route con-
tractors. By following the plans of Dor-
sey immense sums were secured in New
York. More than twomillion dollars were
raised in all for the campaign, and a can-
vas that had been characterized by con-
stant bargain and sale between the fac-
tions of the party, and between certain
capitalists and the candidate, was brought
to a successful result by means of the ad-
vances obtained. Tine second campaign
in Indiana, while not so costly as the first,
was conducted in the same way and was
very expensive, while in New York and
Kings connty the same line of argument
was most effectively used.

But discount day had passed, and with
the success of the candidate the contin-
gency of the bargain made it necessary
that there should be payments. During
all of the early part of the winter, when
Garfield was. being greatly embarrassed
by the knowledge that it is easier some-
times to bargain than to pay, Dorsey was.
to all appearance, one of his most trusted
counsellors. Dorset's own voluminous
correspondence shows this, and he had
every reason to believe, both from Gar-
field's manner, and from his frequent ex
pressions of gratitude, that Gen. Garfield
sincerely desired his advice. An outside
influence stepped in during the
winter, one on which neither Gar-
field nor Dorsey had reckoned, and made
itimpossible for Garfield to carry out one
of the agreements . Congress had passed
the funding law, which was to be the basis
of the profitable refunding operation for
the New York syndicate that had been
agreed on at the Fifth Avenue conference.
There was, however, a man at the head of
the treasury department who not only be-
lieved that the successful candidate for the
presidency had been treacherous to him at
Chicago, but who had also learned of the
Fifth Avenue agreement. This secretary,
Mr. John Sherman, wielded Hayes as he
willed, and Hayes, at Sher-
man's demand, vetoed the fund-
ing bill. His reasons were re-
garded by many as so flimsy as to lead to
the suspicion that they were not sincere.
But Garfield knew and Dorsey knew that
Sherman had accomplished two purposes
with that veto. He had not only, ina meas-
ure, got revenge, but he had prevented the
refunding from going into other hands
than those that he had been accustomed to
favor. Sherman's own course in the sen-
ate the next winter, where, with sublime
audacity, he ate his own words respecting
refunding as it was contemplated by the
vetoed act, proved to many senators that
Garfield and Dorsey were right. However,
Windom, under Garfield, reciprocated in
kindby quietly refunding in the treasury
itself, and thus preventing Sherman
from such action respecting refunding
as he contemplated when he should,
as a senator, have something to say
about it. Thus itwillbe seen that it was
through no fault of Garfield's that one
agreement was not kept.

XI.
Early in the winter of 1881 Gen. Garfield

offered to Dorsey a place in hiß cabinet.
He had not only early decided to appoint
Blame secretary of state, but there is good
reason for the suspicion that has been en-
tertained that itwas the understanding
that this should be done when Blame's
vote was transferred to Garfield at Chica-
go. Dorsey knew of this intention, and re-
garded the appointment as one withwhich
no great fault could be found. Dorsey had
what he believed to be the best of reasons
for believing that Garfield after the
Indiana October oonvass made up his
mind that he should take Dorsey into his
cabinet if elected. In a recent letter,
written by Dorsey since the star route
trial was ended, he spoke of this offer as
follows: "When the campaign was over
Ideclined the greatest reward that could
be offered to any citizen by the executive."'
But though Dorsey declined thi~, saying to
the president elect that there was no ap-
pointive place in the gift of any one
which he would accept, still Garfield hoped
to induce him to reconsider. As late as
February Garfield is reported by a Re-
publican politician, whomet him at Men-
tor, to have told him that he had decided
to appoint ex-Senator Dorsey secretary of
the inteiior. He believed that Dorsey's
services were such as to entitle him to
that recognition, and he thought the ap-
pointment would be acceptable to all Re-
publicans, and especially to those of the
west. In this conversation Garfield said
that there was no doubt in his mind that
the Republican success in Indiana was due
almost wholly to Dorsey's efforts, and he
added that there was no doubt that the
state was lost until Dorsey went there to
take charge of the canvass inperson.

But ifDorsey declined to go into the
cabinet himsolf, he was free to make fre-
quent and very positive recommendations
respecting the proposed make up of the
cabinet. He believed that his advice was
wanted, and he believed from Garfield's
manner that this advice had great influ-
ence withhim. Itwhs Dorsey who learned
early in the winter that Garfield had other
understandings than that with the Stal-
warts at the Fifth Avenue hotel, and that
these weald compel him to appoint his
secretary of the treasury from tho \u25a0"rest.
He had intimated early to Mr. Mortra that
he would be appointed minister to Iranee,
and with this Mr. Morton had ij be con-
tent. With Allison's ap point -..<ut as sec-
retary of the treasury, Dorsey found no
fault, after he was certain that the ap
pointment would not go to New York.
Late in February he received his first inti-
mation that Garfield expected to carry
out his obligations to the New York stal-
warts by appointing Col. James postmas-
ter general, and that he also had in view
the appointment of Wayre MacVeagh as
attorney gen> ral, as Pennsylvania's share
in the rewards, and as an acknowledgment
to Don Cameron . When Dorsey learned
this, Le protested in th*< most vigorous
English. He asserted that Jaiues could
bring the administration no strength; that
his appointment would be fur from3atis-

factory to New York,and that the men
who had received his pledge in the fall
would have every reason for complaint,
even to the point of rupture, if he should
violate itin the manner contemplated.
As to MacVeagh, Dorsey said he would
bring to Gai-lield's administration nothing
but trouble, because he regarded him as
cold, unprincipled, and capable of any
treachery. Garfield reasoned with Dorsey,
or tried to. He represented that James
was a prominent stalwart, and would be at
the head of rhe office having the greatest
patronage. Ha was sure that James' ap-
pointment would be pleasing to the New
York stalwarts. To disabuse Garfield of
that notion, if he really entertained it,
Dorsey induced Gen. Arthur to represent
to Garfield with what small satisfaction
the appointment of James would bo re-
ceived. As to Wayne MacVeagh, Garfield
was again advised of the remarks that Mac-
Veagh had made in the Better Element
dob of Philadelphia at the lime that Mr.
Wiiarton Barker ouggeated Garfield aa the
proper man to beat Grant and Blaiue. Be-sides, Garfield was assured that Cameron
cared nothing for HacVeagti's appoint- j
ruent,

There is little doubt that Girfield was at
first either greatly impressed by thes9
representations, or thought that he was;
and when ho came to Washington, a few
days before his inauguration, he was as
cloudy about his cabinet as he was a week
after his election. When he got here, those
who were with him will remember what a
siege he had of it. His promises, like
notes falling due on a day certain, were
presented to him for fulfillment from all
sides. He seemed hardly to know which
way to turn. But there was one man
whose counsels he sought, and upon whom
he seemed to lean, and that was ex-Senator
Dorsey. Garfield received the plainest
kind of talk from him, and seemed to like
it,and he often protested that he could
trust Dorsey through and through.
Two days before he was inaugu-
rated. Garfield told Dorsey that he saw no
opening for New York except the appoint-
ment of Mr. James. He excused himself
by saying that other New Yorkers whom
he preferred had declined places in the
cabinet, and he coald not accept Mr.Conk-
lino's views that New York ought to have
the chief place or none. He also said that
he had determined to appoint Mr. Mac-
Veagh attorney general, though he deeply
regretted that such appointment would be
displeasing to Dorsey . As he expressed
it,he would make the appointment, and
after he was inaugurated he would have
time to turn around and see what would
be best.

Mr. James was telegraphed for to come
over from New York. He came and met
Gen. Garfield at the Riggs house on the
3d of March. Inan adjoining room sat
Mr.Dorsey, though itis probable that Mr.
James did not know this. Mr. Dorsey
subsequently summarized the conversation
that Mr. James had withGarfield. He said
that Mr. James informed Garfield that he
was not anaspirant for a place in the cabi-
net, but that ifGen. Garfield saw fit to ap-
point him, he should enter, not as a stal-
wart, not as a Grant man, nor an Arthur
man, nor a Conkling man, but should be a
Garfield adherent through and through.
Gen. Garfield seemed entirely satisfied
with this. When Mr. James quitted the
parlor, he met Senator Dorsey in
the hall. He said that he was going
around to Conkling's rooms inFourteenth
street, and Senator Dorsey went withhim.
Senator Conkling was there. Inthe inter-
view that followed, Mr. Dorsey said he
heard Mr. James say to Conkling that he
had told Garfield that he was not a candi-
date for any cabinet place; that he was en-
tirelysatisfied with his place in New York;
but that as Gen. Garfieid had indicated an
intention of appointing him, he wished to
have itunderstood that in going into the
cabinet he could only go as the represen-
tative of Mr. Conkling and the New York
stalwart?.

When Mr.James had gone, Mr. Dorsey
repeated to Conkling the prior conversa-
tion withGarfield as he believed that he
heard it.and Conkling then asked a ques-
tion indicating his fear of the future.

llow much a conversation that Dorsey
had withSenator Allison had to do with
the refusal of Allison at the last moment
to accept the place as secretary of the
treasury, is best known to both. At all
events Mr. Allison's declination made a
recast necessary, but this recast included
the names of James and MacVeagh. Dor-
sey, when he learned what the cabinet was
to be, bade Garfield good-by, wished him
successes with his cabinet, and soon be-
took himself to his cattle ranch in New
Mexico. He was nearly $15,000 out of
pocket, his advice had gone for naught,
bu' he went away with the prestige of hav-
ing ingreat measure won the campaign of
1880, and with the consciousness that the
successful candidate had acknowledged it
by offering him the portfolio of secretary
of the interior.

XLL
Itwas not long after Garfield's inaugu-

ration that tiie talk of the exposure and
prosecntion of a gang of conspirators
against the government was heard. Testi-
mony had been presented to Postmaster
General James, and by him referred to
Attorney General MncVeaph. which it was
thought developed a scandal as great as
tha whisky ring. Elaborate preparations
were made to collect, sift and use the
testimony. The new postmaster general
entered into the matter with all his vigor,
and the attorney general was most anxious
to put the accusations in such shape that
they could be laid before a competent
tribunal. When the investigation had
reached such a point as to cause
a good deal of public comment, the
president was in the midst of his conflict
with the New York stalwarts over the ap-
pointment of Robertson. He had, how-
over, learned that the investigations threat-
ened to involve two men to whom he owed

Imuch. Brady and Dorsey. The president
was not so greatly ;occupied with the New
York war as not at once todemand of one
of the special counsel of the government
that every scrap of important evidence in
the case should be submitted to him, and
that no steps should be taken of conse-
quence withont his knowledge. This spe-
cial counsel was Co.. Wm. A. Cook, and
the apparent inconsistency between his
assertions and those of other counsel of
late more closely identified with the ad-
ministration is easily reconciled when itis
understood that Garfield said nothing to
these latter about his conferences with
Col. Cook. There was one man in the
cabinet, Blame, who was excess-
ively annoyed about these star
route investigations. First, because many
of his warmest and closest political and
business friends were threatened; secondly,
because Blame regarded it as most un-
seemly ingratitude for an administration
that knew as much about the star route
system as Garfield did, to be willing to
take advantage of the opportunities that
system afforded during a canvass, and
then having wonpartially through its aid,
to turn around and allow it to be put to
embarrassment. McVeagh suspected
Blame from the first, and not long before
Garfield's death became satisfied that with
Blame in the cabinet n# successful prose-
cution, and, in fact, no indictments were
possible. While the New York fight was
at its hottest point, when Arthur and
;Conkling were inAlbany, Blame suddenly
!appeared at the Fifth Avenue hotel. It
was said in the press that he had gone to

INew York to represent the administration
in that contest. This public announce-
ment of his presence inNew York was the
first knowledge Garfield had that he was

away, and he at once summoned Blame
back to Washington . But Blame was notin New York for the purpose assigned at
all. He was there to" protect his friends,Elkins, Bosler and other gtaf route con-tractors. He accomplished hia mission.
They were never prosecuted, and, until
very recently, tha claim of the govern-
ment against them wa» the .; ar
bitration.

XIII.
When the Garfield administration began,

Mr. Conkling lived on Fourteenth street.
between G street and Now York avenue.
The house is the only d-vcliing on the
block, and is a large, double-stuccoed
building, the upper rooms ox which are let
to lodgers. Inthe winter of IsSl Senator
Conkling occupied the whola of th
Uoor,iiud after the 4thof March Yica Pres-
ident Arthur occupied the 6ecoud floor.
They took thtir meals at Chamberlin's,
who then had v restaurant around the cor-
ner onNew York avenue .

The New York people wero known to be
out of sympathy with Garfield and his
administration, and it was tho president's
desire that there should be a reconcilia-
tion. In his dread cf a difference of
opinion with his vice president, his post-
master general, and so strong a man as
Senator Conkling, Garfield was will-
ing to promise almost anything. Above
all things, he wanted to promote harmony,
or at least he wanted to win back the sup-
port of those whom he had already grevi-
ously deceived.

Itwas in the house in which Conkling
and Arthur lodged, and in ConkiiEg's par-
lor, that a noteworthy conference took
place. Attorney General MacVeagh rep-
resented the president, and itwas at his re-
quest that the conference was helJ. Mr.
MacVeagh had a soft side for the New
York senator, and desired his friendship
and support for the administration of
which he was a member. A few days be-
fore Robertson's appointment as collector
of New York, the president expressed to
MacVeagh his desire that Conkling should
be on good terms with the administration.
To this MacVeagh answered that he
thought that terms might be arranged,
and that he would undertake to conduct
the negotiation on behalf of
the president, provided the latter would
give him authority to -tate to Mr.Conkling
precisely what was intended, what the sei£
ater might expect in the way of patronage
and also in the way of disappointment, and
especially that there would be no change
in the New York custom house, and that
neither Robertson nor any other bolting
Half Breed who had disturbed the Chicago
convention should be left unrewarded.
Garfield authorized every statement that
was afterward made by MaoVeagh to the
three representatives of the New York Re-
publicans. He went to the conference at
the Fourteenth street house as a minister
plenipotentiary. He was sent on his mis-
sion by the president with exuberant ex-
pressions of joy and with the hope that he
was about to bring to an end a very un-
comfortable state of affairs.

On the Friday night belore the New
York nominations were sent to
the senate, Mr. MacVeagh and Mr.
James went to Mr. Conkiing's room.
They found there the senator and Vice-
President Arthur, and the negotiation be-
gan almost immediately. Mr. Conkling
was not ina pleasant frame of mini. He
had begun to expect a four years that
would bring a repetition of his experience
with the Hayes administration, and he had
been in opposition to the head of the fed-
eral power (juite long enough.

Mr. MacVeagh had uphill work fora
time, and itbegan to look as thoagh he
could not coax Mr. Conkling into friendly
relations withhis chief. Finally h6 took
other ground, and ina rather severe tone,
which was intended to mean business, he
said: "Mr.Conkling, you must change
your tactics; you must recognize hereafter
that there is an executive branch of the
government. For the last four years you
have recognized the legislative branch of
the government, because you are a mem-
ber of it,and the judicial branch because
you sometimes practice before the su-
preme court; but you have constantly ig-
nored the executive branch."

Mr. Gonkling was walking up and
down his room as Mr. MacVeagh spoke,
but stopped as though he were rather
pleased by the attorney-general's boldness,
Itwas the kind of thing he liked. When
MacVeagh had finished he smiled and
said:

"Why, you don't consider that any part
of Hayes's administration constituted an
executive branch of the government, do
you r"

Mr. Conkling then submitted to be ne-
gotiated with about the future. A t first
MacVeagh spoke in general terms,
promising in tho name of the president
that Mr. Conkling should be consulted in
the making ofthe New York appoint-
ments, but that none but proper requests
should be granted, and that men who
were friends of the president should not
be punished simply because they were
enemies of Mr.Conkling's.

To this Mr. Conkling responded with a
demand for the particulars. He wanted to
know precisely what the president intend-
ed to do with the cases under immediate
coiisiflfiration.

-vlacveagh was very frank with the sen-
ator, because he thought that the president
was behind him, and he knew Lhat he was
promising nothing that Mr. Garfield had
not authorized. Therefore he told Mr.
Conkling that he might depend on the re-
appointment of Stewart L. Woodford as
district attorney, for which the senator did
not care a cent, and on the other appoint-
ments that were actually sent to the senate
on the following Monday, with the excep-
tion of Clinton D.MacDougall as marshal
for the northern district of New York.
Mr. MacVeagh said that this was what had
been determined on, and that the president
had given him authority to 6ay so to
Mr. Conkling, and to Mr. Arthur and Mr.
James.

Mr.Conkling at once protested against
the refusal to reappoint MacDougall.

"Why," he said, "MacVeagh, do you
mean to say that the president refuses to
permit me to 'name the marshal in my
own judicial district?"

Mr.MacVeagh assured him that that
was about the president's determination,
and that he must expect no favors except
such as seemed right to the president to
bestow.

Ofcourse there was a storm at this, but
no impression was made by the three New
Yorkmen who were in negotiation with
the administration.

Finally some one asked about the New
York custom-house, and whether the col-
leotorship was to be given to Robertson as
a reward for what Mr. Conkling considered
his treachery to Grant at Chicago. Mr.
MacVeagh in response gave the most
solemn assurance that no change should
take place in the custom house, and that
no important appointment should be made
without a consultation with the vioe
president, the postmaster general and Mr.
Conkling. He said that he had enforced
upon the president the necessity of taking
this position if there were to be friendly
relations between the New York stalwarts
and the administration, and that Gen.
Garfield had been particular inassenting
to the suggestion that no change should be
made in the custom house at once, and
that no change at all should be made
without first consulting the New York
leaders, for itwas not the intention of the
administration to anger the men whose
friendship it sought by giving the first
office in the state to their most prominent
and offensive enemy.

This announcement was very satisfac-


