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tainly not the right thing to study
hats when Patti is doing her per-
functory middle-aged best in "La

Traviata," but I own I did neglect Violetta
for a space last evening to consider Earing
millinery. The impression that April
headgear.makes, as you see it in on audi-
ence, is one of very big and very soft, deep
taited flowers and of excessively long
m esamers. One woman in every three
within the range of miy opera glass had so
many ribbons and so much lace behind
that she was obliged to take the accumula-
tions round into her lap and set guard over
them. In at least half a dozen near by in-
stances the floating scarfs would have
reached the floor.

Hat crowns, I noted, with a wonder that
refused to let the everlasting "why" be sat-
isfied by fnshion's invariable and only an-
swer, "beeause," were either microscopic
and flat or mioroscopio and tall. The tall
crowns were few but pronounced; the flat
crowns were many and madeof jet in a ma-
jority of instances. Both tall crowns and
flat crowns had perpendleular bows-never
a great number of them-for trimming, at
the extreme rear; and wired apparently to
the tallest bow, or else standing out from
viy suspicion of support, like a New Eng-

SPRING MVENING DRERees.

land spinster, was a straight and sky-roerc-
in flower stem with an immense jonquilor
fleur-de-li stretching up from the top of it
on tiptoe.

With the jet crowns went lacy brims,
Irish point ordinarily. With the jet went
also, and not always harmoniously, rhino-
stones. As, for coinmple, in lb. nearest
box sat a pretty blonde in green. Her at-
tendant swain discovered something the
matter with a glittering hairpin, and, obh-

diently, she bent her head to have the
trouble remedied. This means, of course,
that she was taller than her knight, but in
New York such a disproportion is getting
so common that we do not find it an in-
congruity.

However, the bending of her head dis-
covered a glittering star of diamonds (or
rhinestones) as her hat crows, with needles
of jet radiating from it. The hat brim was
of white lace, with one huge, rugged, brown-
ish-yellow chrysanthemum scattering itspetals over the back, and. one streamer of
lace, another of green watered ribbon.

There are "flewer hats" this spring, asthere have been in years before, and one on
the bead of a little married woman in front,

THE APRIL IDEA.

very much devoted to her husband, who inturn was deeply absorbed in the girl who i
sat on his other side, was made of daisy
stems twisted to a point on the top of her
head and then. coming down in straight 1
lengths to the edges of the brim, like the
fool's.oaps we used to braid of rushes when
we were little and played in the meadows,
except that the peak, instead of being a high
one, was a peak only in name. Pink and
white English daisies were knotted into a
wreath to frame the pretty, flushed, uneasy
face and a big daisy bunch nodded and -
shook just over one ear.

One of the prettiest bats anywhere in
sight was worn by a young woman with
dark blue eyes, a dainty pink in her cheeks
and perfectly white ourly hair. It was of
silvery gray crepe do chin., with a comical
little conical crown of the same stuff
braided and a loose petaled, silky gray
poppy touched with pale yellow filling in
all the front over the eyes. It had a wide
chiffon scarf at the back, caught together
in twi ' three places with poppies and
narto 'ibbons.

Thb was a good deal of pink and black
and a oid deal of yellow, but most, per-
haps, of green. Earn and puools suited
fsmoudly one tall and handsome matron
with a warm flush of color who sat in our
immediate vicinity. Her hat was jet and
cream colored lace as I remember it, with
brownish-purple hour-dt-lie, rising em-
phatic and defiant, and %rith winding drap-
eries of corns chifon caathed about the
shouldo s to soften the impressioneof world
conqueoirng activity.

I do not know that I ever saw 47 much
black treading close upon the tordea with,out allowing itself to stopover the frontiers
of mourning. There is ni particulare-sa-caon why dull jet should le rseervQ \Wth"
"no trespassing" signs for the exalwry tese
of those who are had, and yet at tlrst glancethere is an inclination to warn off poacherswhen one sees it appropriated by women -
who obviously are merry. ilack chiffon '1aid dull jet are sand much in combination sthe most striking instance I have notice iibeinig the headwear of a young girl, scarce
18, in pale green and black bengalinie, ivim e
set iue an excellent example in following hhignor Vaelro singing, "Alifredo," If rnot bthe mature Patti, with Interest end entho e

siasm. The chiffon was orimped into widt
and luxuriant frills that twisted themselves
two or three times round her little head
with something the effect of an overflowing
And most generous eastern tureen. East
frill was edged with narrow and ourly black
ostrich trimming. The frills were built
upon a basis of dull jet in a tiny oval crown,
from which upstarted pale green, juicy-
looking stalks, bearing pale green and black
jonquils.

By the way, there is an innovation in real
mourning and one that softens the incen-
gruity when weeds obtrude themselves at
the opera. I do not think I have seen in
years a fashienable widow who looked so
nearly comfortable physically as a young
and pale pretty one just across the aisle in
an orchestra chair. whose bonnet was quite
the usual bonnet of crape and chiffon, but
whose long enveloping veil was black net
with simply a erape border at the bottem.
The subetitution of the lighter and less suf-
focating material ought to make an appre.
ciable difference in the health average this
summer.

Easter will bring out pale greens and
whitey greens and watery greens of deep,
intense shades, with grass greens to keep
them company, and fern greens and moss
greens and greens that can be named after
nothing but the grasskopper. There is a
very delicate "pompadour" green that is
blue at night, sad there is a lily green
whose highest ambition it is to copy after
the stem of the valley lily.

Two Easter frocks that came my way
this morning were worth looking at, both
of them. One was a rough cloth of
mignonette green, which is a dull, pale
shade, very pretty for you if you are just
the right woman, but as unbecoming as
any color under heaven if you are the
wrong one. To wear it with effect you
should have some little color, and you
should preferably be light, though if von
fulill the first requisite it doesn't matter
so much about the blondness or brunette-
ness of your complexion, which is much
the same as saving if you don't eat candy
and do take plenty of exercise out of doors
you can wear a much greater variety of
colors than if you spoil your skin through
your moeth and ale a sluggard.

But to return to our muttons. The
mignonette green frock had yoke and
sleeves of a darker green. The plain skirt
was out of two widths, the front fitted
about the hips and with Vs out away and
fittoe in with velvet, the bask with one bite
seanm. The waist material was shirred be-
neath the yoke and over a tight lining that
fastened under the arm. A V of dark vel-
vet was added to match the skirt, and tothe plain tight sleeves were adjusted semi-
circular pieces of velvet gathered in flaring
cape-like fashion and hanging to the elbowe.

The general effect wae simple enough, yet

start, which it all the cominendation en

L~ecter toilet needs.

Tlho other Eeter outfit was a bliatu aill)-

vi'e hair frock brocaded in Indian red. It

tad a plain bell skirt with a band of muu-

broidery at the foot and a jacket of rod
cloth, without darte, opening over a white

vest and belted with a band of embroidery.
Its red sleeves had tops of the figured goods
and to be worn with it was a red star toque
with black jonquils.

An April idea which rejoices the heart of
one of the most blooming girls in the sity
is a cape of sream-colored lace gathered
into a black velvet yoke, cut in vandykes
and finished with fringe. The effect is
unique, but not nupleasing *in these days
when many variations sae watked on the
general blank and white there.

Two pretty evening frocks helong with an
Easter trousseau; they give you a very good
idea of the ease of mind with which at pres-
ent we indulge in ribbons. One is of sheer,
ivory white silky stuff, threaded with silk
embroidery in pals yellow and lily green.
The short bodice is put on fall, fastened
diagonally in front, and trimmed with a
deep flounce about the shoulders and bowe
of yellow ribbon on the shoulders. The
skirt has a demi-train, a velvet hem and a
ruche of yellow ribbons.

Plain white silk is used in the second ex-
ample, with a novel ribbon corselet of four,
bands with fluttering bows of green. The
neck is trimmed with lace put on wide and
falling very full over the shoulders, There
are shoulder bows of green velvet and-tell
it not outside of Gothamn-the long gloves
are green.

These are days, in good truth, when we
pan court to the leaves. ELLEN OsnonN.

O'opyright.

New spring wraps at Fowles' Cash Store.

COMING TO HELENA.

DR . [IEBI & CO.,
f*AT THE**

New Merchants Hotel,
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and

Monday, April 1, 2, 3 and 4.

AT AMERICAN HOUSE, MARYS-
VILLE, March 31.

AT BOULDER, April 5 and 6.
AT MISSOULA, April 13 and 14.

AGAIN AT MARYSVILLE, April 30

DR. A. C. STODDART,
The oldest and most successful

San Francisco Specialist, and now
President of the Liebicj World Dis-
pensary of Kansas City, Mo., San
Francisco, Cal., and Butte City,
Montana, will be at the

NEW MERClIANTS HOTEL, HELENA,
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Mon-

day, April 1, 2, 3 and 4.
On account of enormous increase

of practice can only stay at. Helena
four days-,April 1, 2, 3 and 4.

All persons desiring to meet and
consult, free, with the greatest
Special Surgeon and Physician of
our greatest cities, right here at
Helena, should take advantage of
this opportunity.

No charge for remedies this trip,the object being to secure the ric-
olumendatian of all cured.

Permanent Montana Offices:

8 EAST BROADWAY, BUTTE CITY.
CALL OR WRITE.

OUR TWENTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF CONTINUOUS BUSINESS

Clarke, GoRrad & Gurtin,
-THE LEADING DEALERS IN-

STOVES AND RANGES.
We offer a very complete line of

all kinds of

HEATING AND COOF7IN(

For either Wood or Coal and at

prices that will astonish every.
body. Come and see us.

AGENCY FOR

Golden SUineiIIO Steel Rialges,
Acorn Line of Heaters and Cooks,

SUPERIOR STOVES AND RANGES.

42 and 44 South Main Street. Telephone 90.
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CALIFORNIA FRUIT FARM
A Hmee That Cannot be Duplicated in California.

THE THOMAS CREEK IRRIGATION & IMPROVEMENICO.
For the first time to-day place their lands before the public. They aresituated in the heart of the beautiful Sacramento Valloy, the finestlocation in the State of California, the natural home of the vine, fruitand nuts. No finer oranges are grown in the state than with us. It isabsolutely healthy.

Our lands are all first-class dark sediment land, all under a highstate of cultivation, and under an irrigation ditch. Upon these landswe can show you the largest fig tree in the United States, nearly fourfeet through, and this last year raised over three tons of figs. The titleis United States patent. For a limited time we make the followingphenomenal offer:

5 ACRES $200, PAYABLE $2.50 A WEEK.
10 ACRES $400, PAYABLE $5.00 A WEEK.
20 ACRES $800, PAYABLE $10.00 A WEEK.
40 ACRES $1600, PAYABLE $20.00 A WEEK.

No payment required down, no interest, and no taxes on deferred
payments; or will sell one-third cash and balance in one and two
years at 8 per cent. on deferred payments, if des.ired. Immediate pos-
session given. In case purchasers desire, we will put it into any kind of
fruits or vines desired and care for it until in full bearing at actual cost.

Call or send immediately for maps and full information,

Western Land e.,
630 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Or A. J. HAMMANS, RED BLUFF, GAb.
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5 *NORTIE[ MAIN STREET.
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Baby, Carriages Umbrellas. -m
We are strictly headquarters for Baby 26-inch Gloria Silk Umbrella, withwear.

Carriages this season, having shipped a oxidized handle, at - - - 1.50
carload, embracing all colors, qualities and 28-oich heavier handles, at - $1.75
patterns. We can suit everyone, and 26-inch Imperial Silk, natural wood
would call attention to our immense line, , handles, I l o$1.75 Swiss ribbed cotton Vests, - 100We sell a full size carriage with best iron 26-inch Twilled Silk, fancy crook Swiss ribbed Balbriggan Vests, inwheels, parasol and upholstered as low as silver and horn handles, - - $1.90 cream, ecru, white and black. - 25c

__ 26-inch Carola Silk, horn crook han- Swiss ribbed Balbriggan Vests, high5 6 0 dles, - - - - - $2.00 neck, long sleeves, full fashioned earu, 35c
And prices range from this price to $35.00. 26-inch Taffeta Silk, with gold- Ladies' extra spun Silk Vesrs, in

- - - $.0cream and black, - - 90cWe guarantee a saying of 25 per cent to plated handles, $2.50 Ladies' extra spun Silk Vests, long
those desiring a carriage. Also full line of 28-inch Carola Silk, natural han- leeves, bla only V lon 0
children's Iron Wagons, Velocipedes, Tri- dles, silver trimming, - - $2.50 sleeves, black only, - - $2.00children'sIr-les and DollCabs. 28-nch Carola Silk, fanfacy assorted Ladies' heavy Balbriggan Vests,cceanDolCb.handles, - - - - $2.75 and drawers to match, each - 35c

We avejus reeivd alare lt o Sik ,Ladies' extra Baibriggan Vests, with
WLOV have justrived ablargelo of Sl drawers to match, a regular 90c. arti-

Umbrellas, which were bought at assig- cle, for - - - - 60cnee's sale, which will be sold cheaper than - 60
We bought a bargain in ladies' and misses' cost of material.

silk, lisle thread and cashmere Gloves, be-
ing an importer's samples. and to close out Lace S H SIERY.the line quick we offer them at' one-half rt nsaactual value. Have placed them on our;
remnant counter, in three lots, at 156, We have a large line of popular priced
25c, and 35c. The celebrated Foster Kid Lace Curtains of the latest patterns and 100 dozen ladies' and children's heavy rib-Gloves, five-hook in blacks, tans and styles at prices from $1.00 to $15.00 per bed seamless hose, warranted fast blackgreys, dressed and undressed, every pair pair, and solicit an inspection of our line, and stainless. All sizes, worth 40 centswarranted, and fitted to the hand. These goods are new and fresh, and prices per pai r.Price, - - - 2 are lower than ever before offered. Special Price. 25c.


