
DAIRY DEPARTMENT.
HALF-BRED BUFFALOES FOR THE

DAIRY.
The long-mooted question whether the

buffalo cannot be successfully utilized for
dairy purposes is now in a fair way of being
satisfactorily settled. The apprehensions
hitherto entertained regarding the untama-
ble nature of the buffalo, and that the char-
acteristics of this branch of the bovine fami-
ly would be certain to crop out through in-
definite crossings, appear to be totally
groundless. As will be seen under the head
of stock items, in this day's issue, the buffa-
lo, or more properly American Bison (Bos
Americanus), is being used extensively in
portions of the State of Nebraska bordering
on the wild prairies of the far West for
stock purposes, and that half and quarter-
bred females of the bison family yield an
abundant supply of rich milk. A remarka-
ble feature connected with this cross of the
bison with domestic cattle is the fact that
the color of the bison and the majority of
its distinguishing characters disappear after
successive crossings. Its outword confor-
motion is also in process of time in a great
degree lost sight of. The hunch, or lump
of flesh covering the long spinous processes
of the dorsal vertebrae, becomes diminished
with each successive cross, and will doubt-
less also disappear entirely as the original
type becomes merged in the domestic an-
imal.

Mr. J. W. Cunningham, now living at
Erle, Pa., formerly of Howard county, Ne-
braska, in a recent letter presents many in-
teresting facts in connection with this sub-
ject, based upon his own experience, which
renders them of great importance to the
farmers and breeders of the western country.
He writes: "The buffaloes on my ranch
consisted of two young cows and one bull.
I fed them carefully with the cows, but kept
them confined at night. In the spring it
was discovered that two of my cows were
with calf by the buffalo bull. The calves
proved to be both heiters. When three years
old they became mothers, the sire being of
Shorthorn stock. The calves were weaned,
and the mothers, although showing sotie
of the buffalo chalfaoteristics, proved to be
very good milkers, quite gentle, giving an
average of fourteen quarts of milk per day
for at least five months, and such rich milk
I never saw. This strain of buff.lo stock
extends through a considerable section of
Howard 4ounty. I have a half-breed bull
of this stock which proves to be both useful
and attractive. There are others, I learn,
in other sections of Nebraska who own half
and quarter-breeds that prove to be very
hardy." From other sources in the West
we learn that the cross of the American bi-
son with native and grade Shorthorn cattle
has proved completely successful, experi-
ments having been tried on a sufficiently
large scale to satisfy the most skeptical peo-
ple. Utilizing the buffalo for dairy pur-
poses is an old custom in the hot countries
of the Eastern Continent, where almost all
'the cheese is made of buffalo milk. The
business in this country is comparatively
new and not yet fully developed, but we
}nay reasonably hope to see it spread like
wildfire in the course of a few years through-
out the entire Western country.--iTurf, Field
end Farm.

The following is the stock item alluded to
in the above:

It has been fully demonstrated, and may
be now set down as an established fact, that
the cross of the buffhlo with milch cows are
of a gentle disposition, and yield a tair
amount of very rich milk. Tile male pro-
duce of this cross make excellent bulls, and
when crossed with good milkers of any ot
the milch families, yield largely of a rich
quality of milk, from which the finest but-
ter can be made. In certain sections of Ne
bIraska, especially in Howard,county, half
rand quarter-bred buffalo stock is quite conm-

uon. Notwithstanding the dairy stock in
t State, crossed originally with the buffth-

J were of an ordinary character, the half-
t•ds yield an average of fourteen to six-

Jeen: 4iuart& per daY, the milk being ofa
rb )li e lavor, ms•tRug the best of but-
er, very uearly equally the Jerseys in

ther 9i4 tity obtained from a given propor-
Wee. T'he facts are obtained from Mr. J.
W, Uwinlngham, now of Erie, Pa., former-
ly of Howard county, Nebraska, who

vouches for their correctness, having largely
experimented with these half and quarter-
bred buffalo cows. This will prove of great
value to thousands of breeders and farmers
in the far West, and notably so in view of
the fact that besides the dairy quality which
these half-breds possess in a remarkable de-
gree, they take on flesh and fat rapidly, and
make excellent beef.

LIVE STOCK.
POCEEDINGS ILLINOIS WOOL-GROWERS'

ASSOCIATION.
President A. M. Garland introduced Mr.

Samuel Archer, of Kansas City, Mo.
Mr. Archer remarked that his invitation

to address the Illinois Wool-Growers' Asso-
ciation came to his home while absent, and
he had not had time to write out his thoughts.

[I would say here, that I have taken as
close notes as possible, and will do my best
to copy Mr. Archer's words, but hardly ex-
pect to do him justice.-Secretary.

Mr. Archer said : Sheep and sheep reg-
istry improvement is in its infancy. We
are working equally as well as, or better
than any other country. But we are not to
look at the work as having in it any of the
light of maturity. As we have continued
to draw out and, increased important points
in sheep both as to animal and fleece, so we
may hope to go on from time to time. IIav-
ing reached a high point is no warrant that
we should cease our efforts to develop the
best points in sheep, and bring out others.
We should go on, increasing in weight of
fleece and animal.

Wool has increased in long wool families
from three or four pounds to ten or twelve
pounds, even sometimes reaching twenty
pounds. The mutton has increased from
one hundred to one hundred and fifty
pounds, to two hundred and fifty pounds,
sometimes weighing three hundred pounds.
The Merino sheep came to us a small sheep,
seldom over fifty or sixty pounds in gross
weight, carrying a fleece of little better than
four pounds. We have the same sheep now,
ranging in weight as high as one hundred
and fifty pounds, often over, and carrying a
fleece from fifteen to twenty pounds.' The
development in the Merino has not been so
much in the line of carcass as in fleece. I
believe the Merino capable of great improve-
ment as a mutton sheep. The mutton qual-
ities are equal to any other breed. When
fatted, they command as high prices in Bos-
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburg,
Chicago and other large cities, as any other
breeds.' As they stand now, mutton can be
made as cheap with Merino as other breeds
-that is, ten pounds of Merino mutton costs
no more now to produce it, than ten pounds
of other mutton breeds. I don't say one is
better than the other, but equally good.
Sheep have been bred for different objects;
some from the beginning of improvement
were bred for mutton, some were bred for
wool, some for both wool .and mutton.
Each has attained a high degree of perfec-
tion, but none are perfect; we must go on,
breed better and purer each year. Study
the points of perfection and breed for that
perfection. Reach high, and be sure to get
to the highest point.

The offering of premiums at fairs should
not conflict. The different hreed, do not,
or should not, come in competition. Per-
fection in form is yet to come to the Merino.
Our best attention should be given to this
fact. I do not want to be understood as go-
ing against the mutton sheep. But I want
improvement in all. Have a warm shoulder
for all the breeders of each family. Meri-
nos should be bred for perfection as a mut-
ton sheep, as well as for wool-bearing.
Some of the points are, wide, high hips,
straight back, ribs coming out straight, bar-
rel shaped, full and round, wide in the shoul-
ders and between the forelegs. The skin of
the Merino has been well talked of and writ-
ten about. Some want a fiull wrinkled skin,
and breed for it; some want a smooth skin.
and breed for that. Start out in breeding
witlh a principle and adhere to it, or you will
fall. Have watched the improvements. In
1854 and '65, wrinkles in the skin were most
tashionable in Ohio and Western States. We
must breed thoem for the trade whether we
want to or not. I would like to ask if it
was not the wrinkly sheep that went down.
They are of a strong constitution, do well
when housed, but when the price of sheep

ruled low, and they were not as well cared

for as when high-priced, they could not

stand the pressure, and died by the thou-

sands. Smooth sheep with the same hand-

ling did well. Sheep with deep wrinkles

cannot be kept free trom blow flies in warm

weather. My experience with them is not

good. They do not shear more wool, and

are harder to shear. Smooth sheep shear

as good clips. We should examine this

subject closely, for it is one of the most im-

portant. Found the manutactures threw

whole fleeces of wrinkled sheep in as second

class woll, on account of the jar in coarse

hailr invariably found in the wrinkled fleeces.

I want to breed smooth sheep and no

wrinkles.
I want now to speak ot the register of

sheep singly and by flocks. We want and

must have the registry from this time on.

Two years ago a movement was made in

Ohio to register sheep. Vermont, New
York and West Virginia wished to co-oper-
ate witih them. What are we doing? We
ought to work with them and form a na-
tional association. The Ohio wool-growers
set on toot a plan to register the sheep ot
the country. They appointed a committee
to make a tour of inspection. They camne
to my flock to register. At the expiration
of the time the register was not forthllom-
ing. Thev ceuld not see far enough.

The present condition is, that the registry
will be printed under the direction of the
patrons at work.

Delegates will be appointed from all the
different associations to form a national as-
sociation of registry. Do not regard favor-
ably the present work, but it will work well
as a national association. Am on my way
to meet the Ohio wool-growers, and ask
your co-operation. Can see all over our
country that in sheep and wool we stand at
the head of all countries, and yet we are dis-
graced at our Centennial, by want of co.op-
cration and lack of show. There is a grand
show of foreign wools.

DISCUSSION.

Mr. Craig, of Canada. thinks the plan of
registering sheep a good one. Is much in-
terested in our meeting. Wants, if a na-
tional associations is formed, to be allowed
the privilege of registering Canada sheep.

Mr. Turnbull called for the reading of the
constitution and by-laws of the Wisconsin
Merino Breeders' Association, which was
read by the Ilon. Geo. Lawrence, Jr., of
Waukesha, Wis. Mr. Geo. E. Peck has giv-
en the subject of registry much thought.
Thinks favorably ot the Wisconsin Associa-
tion; has always used pedigree rams; has
registered. Does not know that registry
will work as an Illinois institution, but can
as a national association.

Mr. Daniel Kelly says the registry has
been often talked over of late. Is not cer-
tain. how he can keep up his large flock with
a register. Some one remarks a large flock
can be registered in a body, as well as a sin-
gle sheep. Mr. Kelly agrees with Mr. Arch-
er as regards wrinkled sheep. As a rule,
they are tender and weak, and of less con-
stitutional vigor. Wants a large head, full
flank, strong legs and few wrinkles, and not
too muci oil. For breeding, sometimes one
sheep out of forty is worth more than the
other thirty-nine. Has improved one, and
one-half pounds on the lamb by one ram.

Mr. Archer.-Let the register be national,
and let all wool-growers go into it.

There was much further discussion in re-
gard to thie registry and wrinkles on sheep,
interesting to wool-growers. Meeting hlld

to a late hour, and adjourned to next even-
ing, after returning ;a vote of thanks to
Messrs. Archer and Iawrence for their able
addre.se..

AMERICAN BEEF IN ENGLAND.-~MesSs.
Anderson & Son, of NewVcastle, England,
oftered for sale at the cattle market by pub-
lic auction, eighty quarters of American
beef. There was a large attendance of buy-
ers, and the prices obtained were slightly in
advance of former sales. Timhe beef was in
ine condition, tlhough, owing to the damp
weather, scarcely equal to that of former
importatiens. The average price obtained
was slightly over 6d. per pound. The com-
petition was exceedingly spirited, and a
clearance of the whole lot was eflfcted in 27
minutes.

TIE National Shorthorn Association will
meet at St, Louis, 3o., December 8, 1576.

LIVE STOCK DIRECTORY

C. 0. C &OO BRO..
IMPORTERS AND BREEDEI~S op

Thoroughbred Cotswold She
Offer for sale a few choice thoroughbred r
and have also some linu grades--one-half
three-fourths bIloods. Postolteco address.l
Baker, olntaInL:. Se)143 p

BENNETT & GOODALE,

Importers and breeders of pure-blooddl

COTSWOLD SHEEP,
Are now prepared to supply the wool-growers
the Territory with pure-lhioods of either sex.
spection invited. P. 0. address: C;ai)amp ak
Montana. sel)1-43,.s;

13 EIRLKSI I REI: 11OGS.

I claim to have this celebrated breed in all
purity. Pigs well selected in pairs or trios,
akin, at low ligures. T. WILCOX.

Cold Spring Ranch, three milbs cast of Iiel

L EN. LEWIS,
importer and Breeder of Pure-blooded

Alderney or Jersey Cattle,
And Breeder of

PU!RE-BLOOD AND HIGCi-GRADR

SHORT-HORNED DURHAM.S
Address: LEN. LEWIN,

Camp Baker, M. T,

OF IIELENA

Designated Depository of the Unitea States,

S. T. IIAUSER, - - - President
lD. C. CORltIN, - - VicePresident
E. W. KNIGHT, - - - - - Cashier.
T. II. KLEINS CIIMIIDT, - - Ass't. Cashieo.

We transact a general Banking business and buy at
the highest rates,

GOLD DUST, COIN,

GOLD AND SILVER BULLION,
And Local Securities; and sell

Exchange and Telegraphic Transfers.
Available in all parts of the United States and Can.
adias, Great Britain, Ireland and the Continent.
Collections made and proceeds remitted promptly.

Ielena, J.,u ary 20, 1876-tf

E. COLLINS,

ATTORnNEY AT2"i LATW.

Special attention given to Collections in all parte li
the Territory. Conveyavncing promptly atteldcd to.

Office at Cenunty Clerk's Office,

DIAMOND CITY, - - - MONTANA'
Nov. 25, 1875-tf.

Notiee is hereby given that the undersigned wi=
not be responsible in any manner whatever for nay
work, labor, or expenditures, or materials, tmr-
nished for, or uponi Lot No. 37, in Township No 10
north, Range 2 east from principal meridian, situ-
ated in Boulder Bar MUning District, Mehagher coun-
ty, M. T., being the placer mining claim for whick
*fohn Loyd and M. I-. Ryan hold patent from the
United States, and in which I hold a one-fburth in-
terest.: and all persons are hereby forbidden from
working on the same, or contracting any indebted-
ness, oil my account or on account of mny interest is
said claim. DAVID 1'. IANKEN.

Meagher county, M. T., Oct. 10, 1870. 48-1t

pEOPLE'S MEAT MARKET.

KROFT & FLEMING

Keep constantly on hand the best quality of

BEEF, PORK, MUTTON AND SAUSAGE

Nearly opposite the IIusbandman Olce,

MAIN STREET, DIAMOND CITY, X. 1.
Nov. 25, 1875-tf.

SHERIFF'S SALE.

Henry B. Freeman
vs.

James S. Brewer et al.
To be sold at Sheriff's sale, on the 23d day of N-

vember, 1876, between the hours of nine o'clock.
t.m., and five o'clock, p.m., at the front-door of
the Courthouse, in Diamond City, Meagher county,
Montana Territory, the following described proper-
ty. TO-WIT:

The southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of
section number (12) twelve, and thenortheast quar-
ter of the northeast quarter of section number (13)
thirteen, in Township number nine (9) north of
Range number six (6) east ; also, lot number eigh-
teen (1) antd lot number four (4), in section num-
ber seven (7), in Township number nine (9) north of
aunge nuUmber (7) east; containing oue hundred

and fifty-seven and fourteen-huundredths acres. The
same being the property known as ' 'Brewer's White
Sulphur Springs,' situate in Smith River Valley,
Meagher county, M. T.

I)ated this 26(th'day of October. A. D. 1870.
T. J. FLEMING, *

Sheriff of Meagher County.

F. MARSH,

U. S. DEPUTY MINERAL SUR•EYOR,
ItIEL'NA, - MONTANA,


