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UNCLE SAM is the heaviest egg eat-
er in the world. In fact, so fond is ,

U the old U. S. A. of the hen product

that another century may see the

deposition of the bald-headed eagle :

and the crowning of another feath-
ered monarch. ' 4 "

These United States eat 154,000,000
eggs each day-1,080,000,000 a week
-4,620,000,000 a month-56,1

6 0,000,-

000 a year. ;; ''s"": .;;s ;< :

Every man, woman and child in the country con
sumes a little over an egg and a half each day. If
you, personally dislike eggs for food there is some one
else in some part of America who puts three away as
a foundation for his or her breakfast eoffee.

Easter week, the biggest egg occasion the year
'round, sees the consumption of about two billion eggs

-Voepink, crimson, purple, yellow and some green. ~ .. ,..That the egg will displace all others as the national ,

tidbit is the prognostication ot those who earn
their livings by raising chickens. Chicago, alone, with : ; 44.

less than two million population, Easter week last, put i. . :

away 60,000,000 eggs. So greedy was the Windy city : y ! +: * >

about this article of diet that lots of other portions of : 4 . , ,

the United States which secure tlher allotment of hen
>`,. X' ~ ' '.;4+,''':"l:":,; , ;: :,N<:.::x/ 'z''?`'
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fruit from the market at the city by the lake had
to go eggless Easter.

Jim Patten's wheat corner will be a mere baga-
telle alongside of the movement of the man who
can corner eggs. Small egg corners are frequent,
however. Cold storage men often lay aside sev-
eral millions in a semi-frozen state and hold them
for nine months or so, dumping them on the mar-
ket when the price is in the clouds.

But the cold storage egg is inferior because
the fresh egg advocate argues the chicklet has
a chance to grow a little before the yellow inside
freezes, thus storing up nasal evidence against
the purity of the product.

For the housewife in the big city there is an
everyday opportunity to effect a coup, for when
she can find a producer who sells "eggs laid fresh
to-day," she considers herself a model of wifely
devotion. But as there is no smell on the outside
of the shell there are often lots of angry glances
from the male partner in the household, which
are born of the unborn chick.

The length of time that an egg will keep fresh
is governed by the care which is taken in its
preservation. They are packed in ice as a rule,
and if packed soon enough after being laid, the
chicken life is properly killed and thus the an-
gry eye-to-eye message is eliminated.

Suitable to the occasion is the aged tale of the
man with the flowing mustache and the time-
marked egg. He had it for breakfast-the egg-
and being a city man rode down to his place of
business in conventional manner, taking no no-
tice of the fact that while the seat beside him
remained vacant there were half a dozen com-
muters standing nearby.

As he alighted at his destination a sniff likened
to the odor of an egg of evil intentions pierced
his nasal sense. During the walk to his office
he noticed that the smell was everywhere. It
was in the street, in the rotunda of the office
building, in the elevator, in the hall on the nine-
teenth floor, and he was startled beyond meas-
ure to find that on entering his office he smelled
egg there, too.

Stepping to the desk of the head bookkeeper,
he asked him if he smelt an unhealthy odor.

"Why, no," replied the knight of the day led-
ger casting a glance at the yellow streak clear

across the boss' mustache.
His stenographer being too polite

to remark on the yellow streak, edged
to the leeward side of her chair when he bent
toward her in dictating a letter.

He made the rounds of the office employes,
asking whether they smelt egg, but all being
too polite to tell him he had overlooked an im-
portant point, declared they smelt no egg. The
odor stayed with him.

In desperation he fled to his private office, mut-
tering as he slammed the door: 'My heavens,
the whole world smells, and no one knows it but
me."

But that is only a minor point in the adoption
of a new national food by Uncle Sam. With
each year the production of the hens of the coun-
try is becoming smaller in proportion to the de-
mand for eggs. As a consequence the experts
declare that each succeeding year will see the
price soar beyond expectations. The last months
of winter and the first of early spring are the
hardest for the egg eaters, for then the cost
soars, there are less of the precious morsels and
those which appear are often holdovers from the
year previous, but even those bring prices rang-
ing from 30 to 40 cents a dozen.

The time is remembered by many when the
best eggs brought 12 cents a dozen in retail
stores, and the wholesale. price was below that.
So steep has the conventional cost become that
thousands of farmers are yearly devoting their
land to the raising of fowls.

The industry has already become a mighty
factor in national life and within two decades if
the country continues to eat eggs at the present
rate of increase, the business of growing eggs
may outweigh that of cattle and grain.

In the large cities, Chicago, for instance, the
high price of meat compelled the poorer classes
to adopt the egg as a means of obtaining nourish-
ment. The increased demand of course boosted
the price, but still the middle and upper classes
cling to the fowl product, foul or fair.

In the great marts of trade the egg industry is
perhaps the most interesting of all. One great
cold storage warehouse in Chicago during the
last egg famine, unloaded on the market close
to 6,000,000, and every one was sold to the local
retail merchants. The eggs were said to have
been in cold storage for nine months, pending an

It was a great coup and only one of the many.
Other enterprises of like nature where the pro-
ceeds have ranged into large figures, have been
told, but the details seldom became public prop.
erty. This, by reason of the fact that the egg
"corner" is to-day a rather undeveloped science.

But the monarchs of other branches of the pro-
ducing world have come to look upon move-
ments of that sort as one of the money makers of
the days to come.

Early this month when eggs (cases returned),
were bringing only 19 cents a dozen, wholesale,
the lover of them felt fairly jubilant and barn-
yard prognosticators predict that this jubilant
feeling shall prevail for the rest of the summer.
Extra quality eggs were then selling at 23 cents
a dozen, while ordinary "firsts" brought 19 cents
and "firsts" one cent more a dozen, "prime firsts"
selling at 21 cents.

So, with the sway of the strawberry the price of
eggs dropped off, and before August, it is said, the
cost may go lower.

With the private producers, who sell only lim-
ited quantities of eggs, 40 cents a dozen is not an
unheard of figure for what are known as "eggs
laid fresh to-day." Of course, the right to that ti-
tle must be undisputed, and often when eggs are
sold, backed by a reputation for freshness, high-
er prices are paid for them by the epicures.

However, frauds in eggs are as frequent as
swindles in other industries, and fastidious per-
sons, who hate cold storage eggs worse than they
do paying fancy prices, are often taken in by the
"farmer" who rides into the city on the interurban,
buys up a large cargo of eggs in the open market,
rents a wagon, the muddier the better, and pro-
ceeds to distribute cold storage eggs for the prod-
uct he claims is "laid fresh to-day."

Helping the Halt.
A certain informed bachelor, one of those the

Gateway succeeded in getting on the list during
leap year, tells of one of the boys who after at-
tending a farewell bachelor supper meandered
home in a muddled state late one Saturday night,
or rather Sunday morning, and, getting as far as
the entrance of his rooming house, he sat down on
the stone steps, his hat fell off on his knees and
with head bowed ,down he slumbered peacefully.
He awoke about nine o'clock and found 34 cents in
his hat. Charitably inclined early churchgoers had
mistaken him for a beggar and dropped their pen-
nies into his upturned hat.-Bremen (Ga.) Gateway.

increase in price sufficient to yield the speculators a
considerable profit. They estimated the proceeds
after all expenses had been met, at four cents on the
dozen--$20,000 on the lot.

Other great egg corners have been manipulated and
the profits doubtless have been even greater, but
they seldom come to the public ear because of the
shekels which are raked in from the enterprise.

In the egg corner mentioned above, scores of men
worked day and night for two days getting the prod-
uct out of cold storage to place them on the market
while the price held up.

The workmen were where they could be called at
once, and the minute the word came over the tele-
phone to get the great crates out of the cold storage
warehouse, the toilers were set to work. Two days

later every egg had been sold, the money collect-
ed and more than half of them eaten by the con-
sumer.
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ST RANGE DMISTER
IS SI6HTED AT SEA

OPPICER OF BRITISH SHIP TELLS
OP RUNNING ACROSS GIANT

REPTILE.

SAILOR VOUCHES FOR STORY

Declares Great FIsh Was as BIg as a
Whale, Had Hide Like an Alliga-

tor and a Saw-Like Ridge
on Its Back.

Boston.-Chief Officer Neil S. Mur.
ray of the British steamship Mered-
dio, from Buenos Ayres and other
ports in South America, tells a story
of a strange sea monster that was
seen while the vessel was on her way
from Penarth to Santos. It was
vouched for by one of the Greek
sailors, and when this was mentioned
to Mr. Murray, who was afraid he
would ont be believed, he briefly nar-
rated the story.

"We were on the way from Penarth
to Santos with 6,000 tons of coal,"
said Mr. Murray. "The second day
out, when about 500 miles from port,
I was on the bridge shortly after 2
p. m., when my attention was at-
tracted to the Greek sailor, who was
at the wheel. He was staring at some-
thing in the water, and his eyes
semed to be bulging from their
sockets.

"I glanced in the direction and saw
a sight that nearly set my hair on
end. There, swimming along parallel
with the steamer, was a monstrous
lizard or sea serpent. I don't know
what it was, but it was a great moving
fish or animal. It appeared to be as
big as a whale, and the commotion
It made in the water led me to think
that it was propelling itself by enor-
mous claws.

"My first thought was for the safety
of the vessel. If the giant reptile ever
struck us it might mean serious dam-
age, for you understand that it was
nearly as long as the Mereddio. I
could not see its head, only one bulky
coil that projected aobve the water.

"But the water was in turmoil for
nearly 300 feet, which disclosed its
length. The part of the leviathian

"He Was Staring at Something in the
Water."

that was visible was dark green in
color, with heavy scales not unlike
in appearance to the hide of an alli-
gator. A saw-like ridge extended

along the back, and I should judge
the body of the monster was fully as
large around as a whale.
"I immediately noted it in the scrap

log, giving the location in latitude and
longitude. Later I transferred the
record to the permanent log book. I
have been going to sea for a great
many years, but I never, in all my ex-
perience, saw anything like it."

Every man on board the Mereddio
will swear by the chief officer. The
Greek sailor can speak very little
English, but he bore out the statement
of Mr. Murray in every essential de-
tail. He admitted that he did not re-
cover from the shock it gave him for
several days.

Pig Barks Like Angry Dog.
Saco, Me.-Maine hasn't seen such

a sight since it became a prohibition
state as Fred Thim's pig-it barks
like a dog and wags its tail.

That isn't all. The pig. has all the
earmarks of a dog. That is, its ears
are long and drooping like a hound's.
And the markings are black and
white.

Mr. Thim, a railroad man of this
city, has had many visitors from all
over the state to see the pig put
through its stunts. Mr. Thim pro-
duces the barks by throwing a stick
for the pig to fetch. The barking and
the frantic run bring a laugh, but
when the pig returns with the stick
and wags its tail the visitors are con-
vulsed.

Mr. Thim declares the pig growls
at strangers and then, just to show no
offense is intended, attempts to lick
their hands. The visitors say they
have an impulse to jump when the
pig barks.

Happiness is increased not by the
enlargement of the possessions, but of
the heart.-John Ruskin.

YOUR
BACKACHE
WIL YIELD

To Lydia H. Plaidam's
Vegetable Compound

Hooklan Maine.-"I was troubled
for a long time with pains in my back
and side, and was miserable In ev

utlI dwaaadli
couraed an d

tugtIshould
never get well. I
read a testimonial
about Lydia I.

Pnham's Vegeta..
le Compound, ati

three bottles[
'has cured, a~
never felt so well

al my lie. ZtecommendLydiaE.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound to all
my friends."-Mrs. WiLL Youwe,
Columbia Avenue, Bockland. Me.

Backache is a symptom of female
weakness or derangement. If you
have backache, don't neglect it. To
et permanent ,relief you must reach
he root of the trouble. Nothing we

know of will do this so safely and surely
as Lydia E.Pincham's Vegetable Com-

ound. Cure the cause of these die.
ressing aches and pains and you will

become well and strong.
The great volume of unsolicited

testimony constantly ing inproves
conclusively that Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound, made from roots
and herbs, has restored health to thou.
sands of women. #

Mrs. Pinkham, of Lynn, Mass,
invites all sick women to write
her for advice. She has guided
thousands to health tree 01
charge.

WOMAN'S WORTH.

Wifey-I see by this paper that a
man in America sold his wife for a
shilling.

Hubby-Well, if she was a good
one she was worth it.

Interrupted the Wedding.
The other day, at the Shawnee

county Court Itouse, Probate Judge
Schoch was about to marry a young
couple. He pronounced the prelim-
Inary words and told them to join
hands, and started on the ceremony.

"Hey, there! Hold up a minute?
Wait, I say!" This series of startling
exclamations came from the door.

The groom was horrified-the bride
badly scared.

"Just a minute. I want to give you
each an apple before you are married."
said the man who had made the noise.
And in he calmly walked and handed
each of them a Grimes Golden.

It was one man's idea of a joke.-
Kansas City Journal.

A Friendly Pointer.
"What," asked Arizona Al, when the

new editor had taken charge of The
Daily Rattlesnake, "is goin' to be your
policy?"

"My policy, my friend, is going to
be to tell the truth according to my
lights, and let the chips fall where
they may."

"Stranger, that's a good policy, but
be sure before you go to press that
you've got your lights adjusted to suit
all parties. This is a bad place for
people that gits the wrong focus."

"Good"
at Breakfast, Lunch

or Supper
Delicious

Post
Toasties

A new dainty of pearly white
corn, by the makers of Postum
and Grape-Nuts.

Toasties are fully cooked,
rolled into thin wafers and
toasted a crisp, golden-brown.

Ready to eat direct from the
box with cream or good milk.
The exquisite flavour and crisp
tenderness delights the most
fastidious epicure or invalid.

"The Taste Lingers"

Popular pkg. Eoc.
Large Family size 350.

I Sold by Grocers.


