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Canton, Lincoln County, D. T. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION! ''x> " 

One copy, 011#year.... .'j*v ..... ...$9.00 
a •> six month*..... ., 1 i.oo 
ii <> three month*....: .50 

Ijr Wehare adopted the cash in advance system, 
believing Unnoh better for the patrons, and knov-
ag 11 to be Sore desirable (or the publisher. . 

A. I» OIMTMU O. K. CABTKB. 

CARTER BRO'S, 
' PuBLisBsna. 

A. F. & A. M. 
IJLTIB STAB LODGE NO. 4, A. F. & A« M« Regu-

Ut Oommualcfttlon Wednesday on or before the full 
mflOlli 

Special meeting every second Wednesday after 
the Regular.. 

W. H. MILLER, Sb, W. M. 
W M. CCPPBTT, Seoretary. 

!• o. O. F.-^LTX1: 
10, meets every Thursday evening, 

1'WP>F over Gilbert's Store. Travelling 
brothers in good standing are cordially Invited to 
attend. 

MABK W. BAILEY, H. G. 
H. B. DOUALBSON, Sec'Y. 

COUNTY OFFICERS. 
j. W. CIBTBB, District Attorney. 
W. M. CDPPETT, Clerk of District Court. 
THOBI J. THOMSTAD, Register of Deeds and EX-

cfficlo County Clerk. 
OBO. W. NAYIOB, Treasurer. 
1, Q. FITZGERALD, Judge of Probate. 
A P. DIXON, Sheriff. 
B. C. JACOBS, Superintendent of Schools. 
A ABWCSOU, Chairman, 1 
W. W. PALMEK, , VCo. Commissioners. 
C. P. ROLF®, ) 

CANTON POST-OFFICE DIRECTORY. 
Southern daily mail arrives every day except Sun

day at 8:30 P.M. Departs every day except Sunday 

atNor'thsrn daily mall arrives every day except 8at-
urd »y at %: 80 A. M. Departs every day except Mon-
da y at 7 A.M. 

Canton and MiUtown mail arrives CAery Tuesday 
and Saturday at 6 P. M. Departs every Monday and 
Th ursday A* 6 A. V. 

Cauton & Richland mail arrives every Friday, at 
5 p. M. Departs every Thursday, at 8 A. M. 

Canton t Vermillion mail departs every Thurs
day at 8 A. M. Arrives every Friday at 5 A. M. 

Office o^en from 1 A. M. to f P. M. On Sundays 
froml to 2 P. M., and one hour after the mail ar
rives from the Norih. 

JOHN FALDE, Postmaster. 

Business Cards. 
O. 8* GIFFOBD MASK BAILEY. 

BAILEY & GIFFORD, 

Attorneys & Counselors at Law, 
CANTON. D. T. 

J. W. CARTER, 

AUormey and Counselor at Law, 
CANTON, D. T. 

F. J. MURRAY, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW, AND 

COLLECTING AGENT. 

Beloit, Lyon County, Iowa. 
Will practice in the courts of Iowa and Dakota. 

TVUlbuy and sell land, make collections &c«, Beet 
of references given. 

H. SOUTHARD, M. D., 

2»..g£j I Canton, Lincoln Co., D.T. 
CONSULTATION FREE. 

WM. M. CUPPETT, 

Real Estate and Abstract Office. 
Will pay taxes for non-residents. 

Jtourt House, Canton, D. T. 
Office at the 

7tf. 

G. W. NAYLOR, 

€ounty Treasurer, 
CANTON, D.T. 

Real Estate and tax paying business promptly at
tended to. Office at Court HOUBC. ltf. 

M. M. CLARK, M. D., 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, 
—And— 

U, S. Examining Surgeon for Pensions. 
BELOIT, IOWA. 

I 
JOHNSON HOUSE, 

CANTON, D. T. 
Tauengers on Howard's Stage t." .se between Sioux 

Falkland Portlandville going soutn "an get breakfast, 
and those going north can get supper at this House. 
Splendid accommodations for all travelers, and good 
Btakles in connection with the House. 

J. L. JOHNSON, Proprietor. 

THORE J. THONSTAD, 

Ex-Officio County C'erk, and 
RECISTER OF DEEDS, 

• CANTON, LINCOLN CO., D. T., 
Will pay taxes for non-residents, and furnish ab
stracts of title at reasonable rates. ltf. 

M. L. SYVERUD, 
WATCHMAKER & JEWELER. 

And Dealer in 

Clocks, Jewelry, &c,, 
at Gilbert's Store, Canton, D. T. 

Ml kin)* of work in my line attended to promptly 
•n ion short notice. 

^*Befkbehce—MY WORK. 

PHGBNIX 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
•CA9II CAPITAL $000,000,00 
•CASH SURPLUS $1,252,302.82 

The oldest and most reliable company in the Uni-
ota-r. r% Am AAA nnn 1Vioot> * UMIiWs Ufft ^1VjWU|WV AAA tuauvo <UWIW wvv« 

I>aid by the Phcenix 
JOHN FALDE, Agent, 

ltf. Canton, D.T. 

B \KJERY AND RESTAURANT 
W. H. ROBINSON 

Keeps on hand and for sale for cash a large stock of 
Oreud, pies, cakes, crackers, cove oysters, canned 
peaches, &c.; also a full line of confectionery, to
bacco, cigars, oranges, lemons, &c. Warm meals at 

hours. In connection with the above he has a 
First-Class BarberShop. 

BOYS AND GIRLS. 
OVB Home is the largest, cheapest and best illus

trated Juvenile journal published in America. Only 
30 cents a year With a splendid chromo. Extra cash 

gift inducements to club agents. Send stamp 
for specimen copy. 

Address, SWXKT & Fuorr, 
Windfall City, Indiana. 

Choice! Charming-!! Cheap!!! 

THE iTOEEH 
A Magazine for Youngest Headers. 

STIPEBBLT ILLUSTRATED.—PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 

SUBSCRIPTION PBIOE (postage included) 91.60 
in advanoe. Egr-Send 10 cts for Sample Number. 

Now is the time to subscribe. 
. > '3 r JOHN L. SHOREY 

*» . 36 Bromfleld Street, Boston. 

YOUNG MEN, 
Apply to editor of this .newspaper for half mem-

(at discount) in Baylies Mercantile College, 
Iowa, on the Mississippi. 

Penmen, Reporters, 
enghly Atted. ~ 
Keokuk, Iowa. 

Bookkeepers, 
Operators and Teachers thor-

Dori't fail to address Prof. Miller, 
44-yl 

jPRING CLOTHING! ^ 

III ITS from ,$2.50 u p to $20. 

k*®* •» at RUDOLPH'S. 
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"Hew to the Line, Let the Chips Fall Where They May." 

VOL. II. CANTON, D. T., WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1877. NO. 3. 

':>• Township Organization. 

We have been frequently questioned, 
since the call made for an election to be 
held June 23d, as to the authority of the 
Board of County Commissioners to call a 
special election, and also as to some of the 
main features embodied within the Town-
ship act. As to the power of the County 
Commissioners to caii the election, the 
act providing for organization of civil 
townships, says that" Whenever the Coun
ty Commissioners of any county - tshiU 
detrn it expedient, they may submit, at a 
special election called for that purpose, at 
least 60 days before any general election, 
the question whether the system of town
ship government shall be adopted," &c. 
Thus the power of the Board to submit 
the question is unquestioned and regula
ted by law; and if submitted, must be ata 
special election. If a majority of the en
tire vote cast at the election, June 23d, be 
in favor of organization, then it will be 
the duty of the Commissioners to divide 
the county into civil townships, fix and 
determine the boundaries, and number the, 
same; only they can not divide or create 
more, townships than would exceed one 
half of the number of Congressional 
townships within the county- The pres
ent boundaries and organization of such 
towns as are organized will remain as 
now established, unless the Board deem 
proper to provide otherwise. 

A town when organized control their-
own highways and bridges, ami their own 
poor, and are empowered to vote such 
sums of money as may be necessary for 
the mainfenance of the same. The officers 
are three Supervisors, one Clerk, one Treas
urer, one Assessor, two Justices of the 
Peace, and two Constables, all elected for 
one year, except the Justices of the Peace 
and Constables, who hold for two years. 

The Supervisors have charge of all the 
aftairs of the township, as are not com
mitted toother township officers, and can 
draw warrants on township for disburse
ment for defraying incidental expenses of 
township and all other monies raised for 
any other purpose. They can sue and re
cover for all fines and penalties incurred 
by any officer or inhabitant of the town; 
and the money collected shall be paid to 
the Township Treasurer. 

The organized towns are exempt from 
the payment of a general county tax for 
road or bridge purposes, apd the town Su
pervisors shall levy such tax as they deem 
necessary for road or bridge purposes, not 
exceed one per cent of the assessed valua
tion. The Board also constitute a 
Board of Health, and can exercise all 
the powers necessary for the preservation 
of public health, 

The Treasurer receives all monies be
longing to the township, or which by 
law are required to be paid into the town, 
ship Treasury, drawing from the county 
Treasurer such monies as have been re
ceived for the U3e of the township. 

The Assessor asseses the property, and 
receives $2 per day for his services. The 
Clerk receives $1.50 per day when attend
ing to business for the town, and the Su
pervisors each can receive not more than 
$20 in any one year for services. 

The town can contract no debts or make 
expenditures for any one year iu a larger 
sum than the amount of taxes assessed for 
such year without being authorized by a 
majority vote, and no township can assess 
for township purposes, more than 3 mills 
on the dollar for any one year. 

From the above brief summary of the 
law, it will be seen that the town has con
trol of its own highways and bridges, re
pairing and building as they choose; levy
ing their own tax and disbursing it .them-
selyes. It also does the assessing through 
the Assessor chosen by the inhabitants, 
and are, through the fact of being organ
ized, relieved from any general county 
tax for iroads or bridges, to be built else-
where within the county. 

Individually, we have never lived out
side a township village, or city corpora
tion, and feel unprepared to discriminate 
knowingly between the prccinct and cor
porate organization; but it seems clear to 
our mind, as at present advised, that the 
argument, if any, is in favor of the Town
ship organization, as the nearest you can 
come to letting the people disburse their 
own money, and build the bridges where 
needed and repair their highways within 
their immediate neighborhood, and under 
the direction of persons by them selected 
for that purpose, the better satisfied they 
will be; they kuow their own immediate 
w&nts, better than men at a distance. It 
will certainly be a relief to the Coun
ty Commissioners to be removed from 
censure that is sometimes imposed upon 
them because they do not construct cer
tain bridges in some portions of the coun
ty. It also will result in giving us better 
roads, in that each town will see that they 
are worked and kept in repair. There are 
many reasons that can be urged in favor of 
Township organizations, while we can 
perceiye but one that possibly might with 
force be used against it, by any town that 
is so situated, as to streams and roads, as 
to require a heavy outlay for bridges or 
the construction of and in keeping in re
pair roads that are difficult to build and 
expensive to keep in repair. Such a town, 
if any there are, would naturally desire 
this expense borne by the county at large. 

We should be pleased to publish any 
communication for or against the ques1 

tion ot Township organization that any 
of our citizens may desire -to furnish us, 
and, of course good reasons may be given 

Local Items. 

—THE rain Monday night caused the 
'hoppers to suspend operation on Tuesday. 

—DR. E. Y. BROWN, from Minneapolis,! 
has located in Canton, opening an office 
at Keller's Drug Store. 

— Bisnop CLARKSON, assisted by "Rev. 
W. P. Huntington, will hold service at 
Keller's Hall, this evening. 

—J. L. JOHNSON will leave Monday the 
lltli, with his family, for the Hills. Frank 
his son, wijl remain and carry on the ho
tel business at the old stand. 

—ALL the small grain as seen from the 
road between Canton and the Falls, looks 
thrifty, and rye is headed and out of 
harms way by the young 'hoppers. 

—WE have received a communication 
for publication, minus the name of the 
writer, which bars its publication. All 
communications must be accompanied 
with name. - . 

—A LARGE number of people went over 
to the meeting at Beloit on Sunday, at 
.which the morning sermon was delivered 
in English, and the afternoon in the Nor
wegian language 

—G. J. SKINNER has established an agen
cy at Canton, for the sale of agricultural 
implements, his agent Mr. Petit, will be 
found at the building formerly occupied 
by I. L. Moore, on Main Street. 

—REV. DR. HOYT, of Yankton, accom
panies Bishop Clarkson in the annual visi
tation; the venerable form of the Dr. seems 
to be touched but lightly, since we first 
listened to his preaching 25 3rears ago. 

—A CONVENTION composed of members 
of the Reformed Lutheran church, is be
ing held at Beloit, many of the Lincoln 
county people appear to be in attendance, 
as many pass our office daily enroute to 
and from. 

—ARE we to have a celebration the 4th, 
or did Centenuial suffice? If any is to be 
had, it is none too soon to begin to con
sider the matter, as lour weeks from to
day is tho anniversary of American Inde
pendence. 

—WASH PERCIVAL, one of Canton's 
faithful, came up from Elk Point on a vis
it to his uncle, J. L. Johnson and family, 
prior to their departure to the Hill. Mr. 
Percival is in Capt. Hughes office, under 
whose tutorage he is preparing for admis
sion to the Bar. 

—SILVER STAR CH NO. 4, A. F. & A. M. 
Installation of Officers will take place in 
Masonic Hall, Cauton, D. T., Monday, 
June 18th, at 8 o'clock p. sr. Brethren 
are requested to be present. 

W. H. MILLER, Sr., AV. M. 
Wir. M. CUPPETT, Sec. 

—G. J. SKINNER, of Sionx Falls, had 
O. A, Rudolph construct a sheet iron 'hop
per-catcher on Tuesday with which he il
lustrated that it is worth trying, as large 
quantities of 'hoppers were impaled iu a 
very short time by Skinner and Judge 
Gilford. Would it not be well for farmers 
to try this; it is inexpensive, costing but 
$1.00. 

—THE 'hoppers are no w evidently at 
their Inght, as to numbers; Saturday Sun
day and Monday, being warm and clear 
days, the pests have appeared more nu
merous and active. Cap. Harlan and Sher
iff Dixon, whose farm? join, say that they 
were eating rapidly in their fields the last 
two mentioned days, bidding fair to sweep 
them clear. 

—WE have reason to feel proud of the 
Canton Band. Saturday evening our cit
izens were favored with an outdoor con
cert, which served to cheer those within 
hearing, and to forget the imfamous pests 
that are ravaging the fields. The gentle
men composing the band are entitled 
to great credit for the labor and time be
stowed upon their exercise, and for one we 
feel grateful that their efforts afford the 
people of Canton some diversion from the 
dullness that prevails, 

—WITH all the unfortunute reputation 
Dakota has abroad, as to its grasshopper 

t !ii.;„ av _ tu ouua r»tiuiu tuc 
week several gentlemen of our former ac
quaintance in Wisconsin, who are here to 
invest in real estate. One gentleman was 
the owner ot lands in Minnehaha county, 
that he had not seen until within a few 
days, the result of his visit will be the pur
chase of more land. His theory is, that 
the 'hopper is only a question of time, that 
stock raising can and will, beyond all 
question, become the leading and profita
ble business of this country, better crops 
of wheat have been raised here even dur
ing 'hopper season, than in many portions 
of Wisconsin, that once yielded beyond 
precedent; some of the gentleman refered 
to, will remain here, regardless of -the lia
bility of a failure of crop this year. 

ICE CREAM 
At Billy Robinson's Restaurant, 

EVERT: SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 
BY THE DISH, QUART OR GALLON. 

Married. 
JOHNSON—INGRAM—June 3rd, at the 

Johnson House, Canton, D. T., by Rev. Y. 
B. Conklin, of Lincoln Center, Mr. Frank 
Johnson and Miss Idell Ingram, of this 
place. 

Though all regret the departure of the 
former host and lady, we bespeak a bright 
future to the inmates of the Johnson 
House, now to be conducted uuder the 
proprietorship of Frank and his estimable 
lady; both of whom have afore been ini-, 
tiated into the calling they now assume. 

N 

for an adverse opinion than that we now j tjje happy pair be permitted to sail 

ure will be given, election day. ful haven, . ,JW.*,YV. V. B. (,.•?* 

ODDSANOJNDS^ 

—Gen. Logan, will be colle ctor of cus
toms, at Chicago, after July 1st. 

—The National debt has been reduced 
in eleven months oyer 36,000,000. 

—The District Court in Minnehaha Co., 
adjourned on Friday morning, to July 
17th, 10 o'clock a. m. 

—The Illinois Legislature at its last ses
sion, appropriated nearly $7,000,000 for 
the meeting of State expenses. 

—Fletcher Harper, one of the firm of 
Harper Brothers, was buried at New York 
May 31st. 

Four chiefs of Di visions in the printing 
Bureau at Washington, have been remov
ed and others appointed in their place. 

—A French editor in Paris has been fin
ed 4,000 francs, for insulting President 
McMahon. 

—J. L. Motley, the American Histori
an, died of paralysis, at the residence of 
his son-in law at Kingston, England. 

—Ohio is after another appointment. An
derson, a colored gentleman from that 
State, wants to be minister to Hayti. 
. —Gov. Cullon, of Illinois, has vetoed 
the bill, passed by the Legislature of that 
State, making silver a legal tender. 

—Deadwood is witnessing a sl'ght 
stampede up the Creek, where it is report
ed rich diggings have been struck. 

—The BonHomme Democrat, published 
by Andy Cogan, is to bee discontinued, 
and substituted by a 7 column paper, to 
be called The Dakota Citizen,. 

—Gen. Logan declines the appointment 
of collector of customs at Chicago, being 
the second appointment proffered him, 
both being declined. 

—The two men Hughes and Mullins, 
who attempted to rob the tomb of Lincoln 
of his remains, have been tried and sen
tenced to one year in the Penitentiary. 

—The ladies of the Congregational So
ciety at Sioux City, had a strawberry and 
ice cream festival last Thursday, at which 
they received $196.52. 

—H. C. Anderson, of Sioux City, had a 
trench dug 100 feet long and 3 feet deep, 
in which he caught 15 or 20 bushels of 
'hoppers. 

—A boy, when in the New York Na
tional Exchange Bank, the other day, 
grabbed a $10,000 package when the cash
ier's back was turned; he was not captur
ed. 

—The 'hopper3 in the vicinity of Chero
kee, Iowa, are reported as "dying off in 
great numbers," they appear first weak 
and stupid, and scarcely able to move 
when disturbed. 

—William Sexton, in a champion game 
of billiards with; Joseph Dion, at New 
York, for $1,000 and the championship, 
won the game in a score of 600*points, to 
Dion's 442. 

At Burlington, Iowa, on the same day 
a waterspout burst, flooding the country 
northwest of the city, doing several thou
sand dollars worth of damage to found-
ery, machine shops and agricultural works. 

—Montreal is again the scene of confla
gration, which destroyed about 60 houses, 
most of them occupied by people unable 
to stand the loss- The fire broke out 
apout 1 o'clock Wednesday morning. 

—Petitions somewhat numerously sign
ed, that was to have been presented to the 
President, asking for the removal of Fred 
Douglas from the marshalship of the Dis
trict of Columbia, have been withdrawn. 

- -The Replevin suit tried at the Falls 
last week, which involved the ri^ht to the 
possession of the Pantagraph office, now 
in possesssion of R. Buchanan, resulted in 
a verdict and judgment against the defend
ant, R. Buchanan. 

—'The Journil notices the sudden death 
of Edward J. Colin, who was a wholesale 
liquor dealer. Father Lenehan conducted 
the funeral services at the Catholic church. 
Tlie procession was said to be the largest 
ever know in Uioux Citv. 

—The receipts of the American mission
ary association for the year 1876, was 
$264,709. It has 57 missionary's and 193 
teachers, and in the South 70,000 scholars 
are being taught by some of the associa
tions former pupils. , 

—Sioux City is fast being releived of its 
tramps, since the Marshal provides them 
with food and lodging, provided they will 
work and labor upon the streets. They 
have been a source ot great annoyance to 
the inhabitants, from whom they have 
been constantly beggiug. 

—The body of Jacob Shatter was found 
below Chantier Creek, pierced with bul
lets. He had been left alone to guard 
some Black Hills freight that the Steamer 
CarrolJ had left there. The Elk Point 
Courier speaks in very high ternis of the 
deceased. 

—AN affidavit of prejudice of the Judge 
having been filed by Corson. Judge Shan
non appointed Judge Bennett to preside 
at the adjourned term, to be,commenced 
July 17tli, at Sioux Falls, and if for any 
cause Bennett should be unable to attend, 
then Judge Barnes will preside. 

—Mount Carmel, 111., was visited by a 
severe storm last Monday, which destroy
ed $500,000 worth of property and killed 
20 persons, wounding 50 and about 20 are 
missing. The Presbyterian and Method
ist churches, two school houses, the Court 
House and several stores and residences « 
were destroyed. 

—A tidal wave swept over the group 
of Sandwich Islands May 10th, doing 
great damage. At W«iikav buildings were 
swept away, lives were lost, and many peo
ple were bruised and had their limbs brok
en ; some of the waves were 18 feet high, 

—The Press states that one Loveland, ot 
Omaha, has received direct from Wash
ington, a $20,000 contract for surveying 
the iilack Hills, thus entirely ignoring 
the Surveyor General ot Dakota, who did 
not eyen know pf the contract until after 
the parties engaged in it hacl passed up 
with their outfit. There seems to be some 
queer work, or surroundings at or about 
the Surveyor's office for Dakota. 

—St. Paul Pioneer-Press ha3 a long ar
ticle about grasshoppers, in which among 
other sayings, is jhe following: "Fight
ing the'hoppers; the sheet iron 'hopper-
dozer coming into general use in all in
fested localities; they work to a charm 
wherever they have aeen tried and the 
farmers are greatly encouraged; the crops 
are in splendid condition, and the people 
determined to save them." 

—The Northwestern Stago Co., have in
formed the Department at Washington, 
that they will not carry the mails to Pierre 
aud Sully long, at the present ratej, claim
ing that for 275 m iles tri-weekly services 
they only get $3,672 per annum, while 
from Bismarck to Deadwood 220 miles, 
$14,000 is paid, and from Kearney to 
Deadwood 330 miles, $22,700 is paid, and 
for daily services fro m Cheyenne, a dis
tance of 279 miles, $80,000 is paid-

—The Sioux City Journal again tallies 
one in its forward march. A new ten 
horse engine from the foundry of J. P. 
Dennis & Co, has been added to the pow
er, so that five presses are now running. 
The last addition brings the heretofore 
dormant cheek of the proprietors to the 
surface, whereby they are emboldened to 
say, "We defy competition, and say to ev
erybody desiring worn in our line that 
we guarantee the best and the cheaoest in 
the country." Bon voyage. 

—Ann Caunt, and her son-in-law -James 
Foster, were indicted and arraigned, for 
the manslaughter of James Caunt, at 
Sioux Falls. James was the husband of 
Ann; from outside statements, it is either 
a case of brutal cruelty and starvation, on 
the part of the defendants, or the charge is 
an unwarranted base fabrication, as pre
sented by the witneses who established the 
ofi'euse before the Grand Jury. The trial 
will be had at the adjourned term in June. 

—Hie Steamship, San Francisco, from 
Panama, when 80 miles from Acapulco, 
Mexico, ran into a hidden rock which 
split the hull to the length of 60 feel; 167 
passengers were all saved in small boats, 
but the vessel is a total wreck, and the 
cargo composed of velvets, silks, laces &c., 
and valued at $750,000, is also lost, and 
all the money which was in the pursers 
hand is lost. The passengers were rescu
ed by the Mexican gunboat Costa Rica. 

—In the vicinity of Sioux City, Chero
kee and LeMars, Iowa, and in several 
places in Minnesota, and at Sioux Falls, 
D. T., many 'hopper-catchers have been 
constructed of sheet iron, by which and 
the use of lye and kerosene immense 
n'imbers of grasshoppers haye been de
stroyed. It is the first general warfare 
ever inaugurated against them in America, 
and bids fair to produce favorable result. 

—Bismarck was the scene of another 
shooting affair Monday the 28th ult.— 
John Dart was shot twice, one ball enter
ing left breast and coming out the back, 
another entering the wrist, coming out at 
the elbow. Some of the women of the 
house were arrested, but Dart will not tell 
who fired; it occurred at the establish
ment of Bannigan, who is now under sen
tence to be hung. John McMahon was 
also shot at by Castello, the ball grazing 
his head. 

—Citizens along the Jim River, and on 
the line of the route to the Black Hills 
from Yankton, via Firesteel, express their 
disapprobation through the Press at the 
Yankton people, favoring the River route 
to Pierre, claiming the Jim River route is 
35 miles nearer, and that Yankton people 
are under more obligations to them than 
to citizens along the Missouri, as the lat
ter are rivals in trade, while jthe former 
pay trilute to Yankton, in the way of pur-
chasing all their supplies from its mer
chants. . 

—The Union county court convenes 
June 5th. There are 100 cfees docketed. 
The most important is the case of Clay 
county vsthe bondsmen of R. J. Simenson 
late County Treasurer, wherein the county 
sues for $8,000, the full amount of the 
bonds. It will be remembered that dur
ing Simenson's term of office $3,000 in 
cash and nearly all the records were burn
ed through carelessness or neglect. The 
attorneys for the people aie Mr. Lewis, as
sisted by Hon. Alex Hughes; for the de
fense, Son, J. P. Kidder, BartlettTrip and 
Col. Jolley have been retained. A sharp 
legal fight is expected.—Union County 
Courier. 

—It is pretty well settled fact that the 
grasshoppers which are hatching in south
ern Dakota are disappearing about as fast 
as they are brought into existence. Tlie 
large number produced rendered itimpos-
ible for them to .be destroyed by human 
agency and we therefore attribute their 
disappearance to natural causes. Hop
pers have been hatching for the past six 
weeks, but]their numbers are not increased. 
Neither do the indivdual 'hopppers show 
any difference in size and theie are none 
to be which can be credited with six or 
even three weeks' growth. The presump
tion is that they live less than a week after 
being brought inro the worjd. People 
with an abiding faith in Providence have 
always insisted that the grasshoppers 
would eventually become extinct and it 
looks now as though the process was go-' 
ing on. We can not learn that any serious 
injury has been done to crops in this por
tion of Dakota.—Yankton Press. 

—Saturday morning, upwards of 200 

Special Correspondence from the Black 
H i l l s ,  . v . - ; ' i ' - ' ? ?  

DEADWOOD, D. T., ) 
May 16th, 1877. ) 

EDITOR CANTOH ADVOCATE : I received 
your paper of May 2nd, a few days since, 
and was reminded thereby, of a promise 
to write you a letter, after reaching this 
place. I will refrain from saying any
thing about our trip out here, which was 
so tedious and disagreeble that it is hard 
for me to refer to without using language 
that wonld be very unbecoming. We ar
rived at Rapid City, Sabbath morning 
April 22d. Rapid City is the first sign of 
civilization you see, after leaving Pierre. It 
is situated on the south bank of Rapid 
Creek, at the base of the foot hills, and is, 
I should say, a burg of 150 inhabitants. 
The buildings are all log cabins, one story 
high, covered with earth, and with a few, 
exceptions, earth floors. It has a beau 
ful location with good mountain scenery 
south and west; and they claim its geo
graphical location to be the center of Pen
nington county. Monday morning we re
newed our pilgrimage; must see the ele
phant—that illustrious yearling—Dead-
wood. Between Rapid City and Dead-
wood we passed through Crook City. It 

situated in the mouth of Whitewood 
Gulch, 38 miles west of JR.ipid, and by the 
road, 12 miles north of Deadwood; it is a 
town of about 400 inhabitants, has a pleas
ant location, at least you wouid think so 
after seeing Deadwood; any place I ever 
saw is a paradise when compared with it. 

Well, on the 27th day of April, A. D. 
1877, we first beheld the object of our 
search; your first sight of Deadwood, 
from the centennial road, is from a point 
almost directly above it, and within a 
stone's throw of the central part of the 
town. Deadwood is situated in White-
wood Gulch, just below the mouth of 
Deadwood Creek. Its one street runs up 
aud down the gulch, making the same 
number of twists and turns the gulch does, 
and narrows and widens With the gulch, 
so that at some places it is wide enough 
to be almost respectable while at others^it 
is so narrow that it will barely admit a 
team and wagon. But it3 uneven, crook
ed street and unpleasant exterior, are not 
its most objectionable features. The street 
seems to be a general depository for all 
kinds of filth; and within the limits of 
the town, arc the decaying carcasses of 
dead horses, mule3, oxen, &c., which emits 
their nauseous vapors, tainting the air, in 
some localities, so that it requires a strong 
stomach to mairtain its equilibrium. 
Cholera and smallpox, it seems, must be 
the consequence. There has been several 
cases of the latter and I was told yester
day there was several smallpox patients 
in town at the present time. The actual 
population of Deadwood will not exceed 
2,000, but at present there is not less than 
10,000 in and around the town; every ho
tel and boarding house is full to overflow
ing and every room and cabin -is crowded 
so there is hardly room for one more. A 
person coming to Deadwood is very fortu
nate to get a cover to sleep under, a bed is 
out »f the question. 

Go in any direction you choose within 
five or six miles of Deadwood you can see 
a constant stream of people passing to 
uiid fro in every direction, many of them 
with packs on their backs that would 
make a pack-mule shudder. They have 
with them, on their backs, a pack contain
ing their bed, board and wardrobe, to 
which is generally added a pick, shovel, 
gold-pan, rifle and revolver. There is in 
and ajound Deadwood, at a low estimate, 
8,000 man looking for work, and hundreds 
of them are dead broke aud would gladly 
work for their board, but the work is not 
here to be done, nor will not be this sum
mer. The mines, as far as yet discovered, 
in the entire hills, will not enploy to ex
ceed 1200 men and there are between 20,-
01)0 and 30,000 people in the Hills at the 
present time aud hundreds coming in ev
ery day. Deadwood, as well as all of the 
other towns of the Hills, is supported by 
the pilgrims that are constantly flowing 
iu; auu as soon as immigration ceases, 
Deadwood, in a measure, will cease with 
it; buildings that now rent in Deadwood 
for $250 per month, I predict, before next 
December, can be had by simply occupy
ing them. Deadwood, in my judgement, 
has reached the apex of its existence; ev
ery thing now is at a white heat, I would 
only like to be a property owner to dis
pose of the property. There is nothing in 
or about Deadwood to keep it up; of 
course agriculture is out of the question 
in its vicinity, and there is not mineral 
enough found as yet, in its vicinity to pay 
a month's rent at its present rental. There 
is absolutely nothing but some placer 
claims along Whitewood, half of which 
do not pay the expense of working, ana 
are not being worked; even if they were 
rich they would not be of any permanent 
value to Deadwood, for one season would 
work them all out. Deadwood Creek and 
its affluents are tlie only creeks in the 
Hills that are paying anything worth men
tioning, except probably Negro Gulch in 
the western part i»f the Hills, at the 
head of Deadwood Creek. There are 
some quartz claims being worked and 
there are several stamp mills in the vicini
ty of Gayville, on Deadwood Creek, and 
they say they are taking good pay out of 
the stone they crush. I am informed by 
the best authority and old miners that 
there has not' been a defined quartz lead 
found in the Hills; they are .nearly all 
cement rock and placer deposits ; how ex-
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if there is to be a town of any perma-
nencjr in this part of the Hills, it will be 
Gayville. Gayville is situated on Dead-
wood Creek about 3 miles from Dead-
wood; it is a town of about 500 inhabit
ants and Is surrounded by the richcst 
ground in the Hills, both placer and 1 

quartz; it also has a decided advantage 
over Deadwood as far as location for 
building a town is concerned. 

It would surprise you to see the impor
tance assumed by many who stayed here 
last winter—many compelled to: they re
mind me of Bret Harte's "First Man," and 
many of them, I should judge, are charac
ters of the same stamp; with what an air 
of patronizing superiority they cast their 
visual organs down upon a poor "tender 
foot," with a look of mingled pity and 
contempt, which says, "you have only 
been here a few weeks; I have been here 
months." An old "forty-niner" of Califor
nia does not feel half the pride in telling 
"I went to California in 49," &c., as some 
of these fellows do in telling "I came to 
the Hills last spring when a man had to 
lake his life in his hand and wrestled the 
country out of the hands of the bloody 
Sioux; and helped develope it. I'm no 

I tell you." I do not say that ev
ery man that stayed in the Hills last win. 
ter is of that stamp, not by any means, but 
there are a large per cent of those shallow 
pated devils who imagine themselves im
mortal heroes to whom the names of all 
the illustrious of American history will 
only serve as a standing place from which 
to get glimps of them,so far above that the 
eye can scarcely reach them. Poor fel
lows, I pity them. 

Around the foot hills and extending 
along the creeks, leaving the hills four 
miles there is some splendid fertile valleys 
and for agricultural purposes, I should 
say, are hard to excel, but they are cursed 
by the same great enemy that has caused 
so much suffering through the northwest 
—tffe grasshopper. I understand they are 
hatching out in myriads around the foot 
hills. 

I would not advise any one to come out 
here unless they fetch money enough with 
them to take them back again, for in all 
probabilities they would go back inside of 
a week. If you come out for the purpose 
of getting work, you had better stay at 
home, as there are hundreds here already, 
waiting for every job; I could hireathou-
sand hands to-morrow for ten dollars per 
month and their "chuck," and they would-
do their own cooking and furnish their 
own beds and shelter. Board in Dead-
wood, ranges from $10 to $28 per week; 
flour was retailing yesterday for $28 per 
hundred, it is probably $30 to-day; hay i» 
$200 per to a in Deadwood; corn meal, 
unbolted, is worth $14 per cwt.; potatoes, 
15 cents per "pound; butter, 50 cents per 
pound; eggs, 50 cents per dozen; beef. 
cents per pound; pork, from 25 to 30 cents 
per pound; sugar, 3 pounds for $1.00; 
beans, 15 cents per pound; horses are 
worth from $5 to $150. 

Geo. and Frank Keller are opening up 
a ranch about 2 miles north of Deadwood; 
they have two or three acres cleared and 
plowed and planted. I believe they will 
do well. The rest of the boys from Can
ton, I am told, are on Rapid Creek engag
ed in mining and are feeling hopeful; 
what success they are meeting am unable 
to say; have not seen any of them yet. 

One peculiar feature of the Hills are the" 
daily showers. It has rained every day 
since I have been in the Hills, and I am 
told by persons who were here last sum
mer that there are very few days passes 
without more or less rain. 

Well, I guess I have encroached upon 
your time enough for this time and will 
bring my scribbling to a close. * 

I remain yours truly. 
GEO. A. JOHNSTON. 
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Sunday School Convention. 

The Third Annual Convention of the' 
Dakota S. S.. Association, will be held at 
Elk Point, June 26, 27, 28,1877. The ®c-
ecutive Committee have secured the ser-
vices of Mr. Henry Plant, of Mnneapolis, 
Minn., a prominent Sunday School Work
er, as (fenducter, and under iis leadership 
a profitable and interesting session is an
ticipated. This will be a Mass Conven
tion, and it is earnestly hoped that eveiy 
School will be represented. All interested 
in S. S. work are cordially invited, to te 
present. 

To defray expenses, each school is re
quested to make a contribution of at least 
one cent per number, and forward it to 
the Treasurer, M. J. Lewis, Vermillion, or 
send it to the Convention by their dele
gates. '-Mre 

W.P. PnEB,yresw. 
W. S. BELL, Cor. Sec. 
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—Gen. Grant has received attentions 
from the nobility &uil royalty oi .uuglanil, 
since his arrival there, beyond that ever 
before given to any American subject; 
has been called upon in person by the 
Queen, and is to dine with her. He din
ed with the Lord Mayor of London, and 
distingushed men; a dinner and ball at 
the. Buckingham Palace awaits his pleas
ure. A public reception was given at 
Liverpool upon his landing, and a grand 
banquet will be given upon his return 
there June 28th. He will dine with the 
Prince of Wales June 21st, at Rorriporta 
residence, and the Duke of Cambridge the 
26th of June. The London Standard, in 
alluding to his arrival, says, "the present 
is an important opportunity of confirm* 
ms that more friendly understanding 
which has for some years subsist»Jl ba-
tween Great Britain and America," and 
the Post says. "His name is so closely in. 
terwoven with reoent events in the history 
of the United States, that not only in 
America, but throughout Europe he is en. 
titled to respectful treatment, ia a degree 
which it is the lot of but few to command. 
It urges therefore, free and generous re. 
oeptlons everywhere." 
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War Maps* 

Schedler's Map of the Black 
Oaocasus, Southern Bnsala, Roumsnia, and 
Turkey. Engraved on stotae, carefully 
colored. Scale, 1: 3,000,000. Slxe 
Price, folded and iu oorer, 86,40. 

Thte Map Is very accurately oompOftd Jrom On la. 
test and most oomptete Material. It preaeMs, a* 
one glance, the aeons of the war, both in Kuropa 
and in Asia. 

PubBehed by E. STRssi, 5S aod M 
Street, New York, by whotn «opk« will 1 
mailed 1 ~ I upon receipt of 

preparation for bi _ 
Maps, as 14 Brndimr 
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