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MOVEMENT.

To Work Under Lew, to Change Law
la the Idea of Niagara Movement
Saya Noted Publlciat In Great Uni-
tarian Weekly.

By K. U Bridgman. In the Christian
Ib-glster (UnitarianI. Boston, July
27, 11*05.
"Work under law to change law,"

as eipreaaed by one of the leaders In
the Negro conference at Buffalo, which
resulted In "the Niagara Movement"
and the address to the people of the
United Stales, gives briefly and broad-
ly the purpose of the men who were
prominent there. The movement Is
widespread and of slow growth. 11 Is
about four years since the agitation
began which has led to the team of
the address, and now as It la pun "the
beginning of the work has Just come,
for (ho work really begins only as the
leaders at Buffalo return to their re-
spective states and try to carry out
Iheir plans." Prof. William K U Du
hots of Atlanta university Is the load
er In the movement, but he has been
urged to lake the leadership by promt
nent men of hia race in all parts of
the country wuo believe that the time
Is critical for the preservation of the
manhood and political standing of the
Negro race. The movement grows out
of a growing conviction on the part
of many prominent Negroes that the
lime for action has come. Prof. Du-
bois was the writer of the address
which was signed by a committee of
live, of whom he was the chairman
It was adopted unanimously by the
conference. The "Niagara Move
meat,” as they have named it. is or-
ganised In fourteen stales, and has a
beginning In ten more Its prime pur-
pose Is to cultivate self-respect and
self-reliance, lo eradicate race faults
and vices, and to stimulate effort to
maintain equality before the law with
other races. Necessarily this pro
gram takes the Negroes Into politics.
But they do not propose revolution,
save ns (hey make It peaceably. They
admit that the laws are against them,
but they propose to obey the laws.
They propose that the blacks agllats
for a reform of the laws so that they
will be given equality before the laws.
Not a word is said about social equal-
ity. In talking with an earnest leader
w ho Is pushing the movement, he nev-
er alluded In the slightest to any so-
cial consideration, and clearly It did
not enter his mind for a moment
Social equality with the whiles is not
one of the dreams of these men. Po-
litical equality they demand because
It Is a right of manhood. They de-
mand that the thirteenth, fourteenth
and fifteenth amendments to the con-
stitution he enforced. They admit that
the conditions In recent years have
been working against the Negro. They
find. North as well as South, a dis-
posal log Vy dqpy the Nejjry more and

more of his social and political stand*
leg. both, as a man. Surrender qp his
part has been accompanied by further
intolerance on the part of the whites.
Nothing has been gained by conced-
ing the points in dispute. The loss of
manhood and of prestige has con-
tinued in company with, if not In con-
sequence of, the policy of surrender-
ing the points contested by the whites.
These leaders believe that they have
been surrendering their manhood, and
that their surrender Is, in part, the
cause and the provocation of the fur-
ther aggressions against the race.
There is nothing to be gained, they be-
lieve, from a further pursuit of the
policy of temporizing and yielding
their highest rights. Manhood, recog-
nition before the law of their rights
as men and as citizens whom the laws
are bound to protect, justice—these
•re their objects. They believe that
they will secure the respect of the
whites and the recognition of their
rights by refusing to yield further and
by demandingtheir own.

Hence they have Issued the Niagara
platform They say that they have
counted the cost, that they know that
It will he a long agitation, that for
some of their number It may mean
loss of prosperity, and to some it may
n»« an death. But they see no mord
reasonable way of advance. Under*
the law they will work to secure the
reforms which will recognize their*
rights as men. Naturally they favor
such action by congress as will carry
out the civil war amendments to the
constitution. Naturally this new
movement will lend to ally the Ne
groes with the Republican party; but
the movement, as such, is absolutely
non-partisan. It l* admitted, however,'hat. jf the Republicans should fall toKive the Negroes Justice, they might,
as a means of dealing effectively with
the party, vote with the Democrats
Hut the historic alliance of the Ne
groes with the Republicans is likely
to be the first reliance of the leaders.

Other sides of th* movement, how-
ever. will have large attention accord
Ing to the nature of the problems in
the different stales. It is proposed todo what can be done to stimulate the
race to mental exertion and to moral
advance. Committees In the different
states will study their local circum-
stances, and such activities will be
undertaken as will help most in these
.'.elds, Ihe movement is one which
appeals more to the highest and best
In the race than any which has hith-
erto been attempted, and the leaders
who have Issued this address believe
that their assertion of manhood, of
their rights, and of their duties, will
command the respect of the whites
more than further yielding of these
essentials of manhood.

For four days the conference was In
session. The situation was discussed
with thoroughness. The leaders knew
that they had back of thepj a lajge

constituency before they met. For
some years pressure has been put up
on Prof. Dubois to take the leadership
in such a movement as this. Corre
spondence has been carried on be-,
tween Negro leaders in all parts of the
country. Evidence has been secured
that the Negroes of the South sym-
pathlze largely with the spirit which
Is in this movement. The step which
led directly to this conference was
taken by Fred L. McGhee, one of the
prominent Negroes of Minneapolis,
who wrote to Prof. Dubois urging him
to go forward with the movement
With the general pressure to the same
effect, this Buffalo conference was the
outcome In due time.

It Is said particularly that this-
movement is not antagonizing an>person or any class. It is essentially
a constructive movement It criticises
no one. but demands rights. It pro
poses to agitate until those rights are
secured. It makes no apology. It
asks no favors. It demands justice,
and comes before the people °f the
United States In the attitude of one
full of self-respect, insisting that right,
only right, be given. It realizes the
conditions in the Southern states. It
sees that, with (he disappearance of
the old generation, the rights of the
blacks are less esteemed than before
The case Is hopeless If the present
policy Is continued. The loaders be
lleve that the refrora must come from
the race itself, not be conferred by
grace of the whites.

So the country sees today this asser
tlon oi manhood and of self-respect
coming as the most important political
movement among the black race since
the close of the civil war. looking

to severe opposition, but entering lh(

future with patience, loyalty to law
and strong resolution, determined tr
win the common rights of manhood
ami to enjoy no rest until substantia,
political equality before the law shal
have been obtained.

This Is the view of the situation as
given by William Monroe Trotter oi
Boston, one of <he five signers of the
address to the country. The Mass?
chusetts delegates to the conference
arc leading men. especially Rev. Wll
Ham H. Scott of Woburn, who
been prominent for years in public
spirited movements. Those In the
other states are of the same class
They have been a long time coming t<
their present position. They fee’
forced to it by their confidence that
any other policy would be a mistake
They propose to keep in touch with
each other through their state com-

Their plan Is to hold annual
conferences for comparison of results
and for planning for the future, and
they are confident tha they will have
a great power for elevation upon the
10.000.000 of their race, as they assert
their number to be. They are full of
energy, without boasting, and are look
ing for results, not for publicity o'
themselves.

LOST THE BASS DRUM.

Absolute Proof That Such a Thing It
Possible.

The man who losi the bass drum has
been found.

Newspaper paragraphs hate made
merry with the absent-minded man,
■and he has been accused of all sorts
of deeds of omission and commission.
Therefore some of the stories told at
his expense have been taken in a
Pickwickian sense. The tale that a
man said he was so absent-minded
that at one time he lost a bass drum
has always been considered a mere
Joke.

Originally this story may have been
a fable, but now it is true, A man
has actually lost a bass drum, and all
the members of an lowa band will
I)CTT witness to tli* fact.

it happened near Davenport a few
Sundays ago. There was a celebra-
tion at Davenport and an up country
band had arranged to take part in the
festivities. The train stopped at the
station just a moment, and the mem-
bers of the band piled into the smoker
with their instruments and their re-
galia.

Just as the train was moving away
a fat, red-nosed man grasped the rail
and swung aboard. Then he turned
pale an<l gasped.

“Where’s my drum?” he cried as
his eyes bulgedand his knees shook.

‘T saw it on the depot platform,”
aald the trombone player.

“Suffering cornhusks! I forgot it! *’

When the band began business at
Davenport it labored under a handi-
cap, and the bass drummer was not a
popular member of the aggregation.

Too True to Nature.
“All the mechanical toys you male

aeem to be very successful."
"yes,” said the inventor, “I've only

had one failure.''
"What was the matter with that?'
“Too realistic. It was a boy tramp

and It wouldn’t work."—Stray Stories.

Sale of Zola's Effects.
Five thousand bottles of wine, two

milch cows and thirty six guinea piss
are among the household effects of the
late Emile Zola which ara advertised
for public sale in Paris.

Nympheas from Togo’s Gardens.
Pink and white nympheas, which

are being placed among other aquatie
plants In the Inner court of the Petit
Palais de Champs Elysees, Paris were
taken to Europe from Admiral Togo's
gardens In Japan.


