fiderable exertions in extinguifhing the\atiof may well be denon
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debts of this defcription ; or had, in aid of {cal’ horfe-leech, the barren womb } that

the general government, during its want
of refources, poflefled themfelves of fo
much of the domeftic claims, as would raife
a produéive fund for their difcharge. The

weftern lands, and the probable furplus of{

the impoft, which muit increafe with the
increafe of our population, oflered 2 com-
petent fund for the two years arrears of
intereft on the domeftic debt, and what
might, on the final fettlement, appear due
to creditor ftates ; which, however, ‘ought
to have been balanced by requifitions. If
this natural order of things had-been pur-
{ued, neither excife, nor direé taxes would
have been neceflary.

But the Secretary, not contented with
taking up this bufinefs in the way it natur-
aily prefented itfelf, augmented the domef-
tic debt, probably between a third and a
fourth ofthe whole amount, by reviving
that portion of it which had been legally

provided for by the requifitions of Con- |

and proje&ted an affumption of 'the
To the fur-
ally

ally

grefs ;
regate of the {tate debts.
rize of the citizens, Congrefs eventn
ratified his {yltem, with very few alterari-
ons. Itis'true that it was agreed to, with
great difficulty, by a'fmall majority ; and,
it is now known, by a very unequal repre-
fentation of the union : but fuch a’fyitem
would probably never have been propofed,
and furely would not ‘have been adopted,
if the legiflature had originated the bufinefs.
Along with the afflumption of the {tate
debts, the excife was. propofed and ena-
ed ; a tax, which, as it affe&ts home pro-
duce, was hateful to the citizens, and moft
difapproved in thofe {tates that had made
the greateft exertions to difcharge their
debts, and svhofe greateft dependence was
on agriculture.

This excife law, however, thus intro-
duced, having been found, in a great de-
gree, unproduétive and impracticable, ‘and
being again brought by the people before
Congrefs, has received a vindication in that
report of the Secretary which itis my in-
tention to invefligate, and to which I fhall
now return.

In the firft page of the report, the Secre-
tary obferves that the objettions have a re-
ference toa {uppofed tendency in the aét,
ift, To contravene the principles of liberty.
edly, To injure morals. 3dly, To opprefs
by heavy and exceflive penalties, injure
induftry and interfere with the bufinefs of
diftilling.———I am aware, with ref-
pe&t to the third particular, the heavy and
exceffive -penalties, that before the excife
becomes praéticable, the penalties muft be

nore exceflive than they yetare ; for I ad-
mit, that, if an excife upon homie-produce
is neceflary, heavy penalties and arbitrary
powers are its natural and neceflary con-
comitants. If therefore the tax ftandsthe
teft of examination, or the queftions ref-
pecting morality, induftry, and good policy,
it would be wrong te affe&t much nicety
about the penalties or powers, by which its
colle&ion is guarded and fecured.

On the queftion of liberty, the Secretary
prefumes greatly upon the conviétion,which
originally di¢tated the law :

But, I will make free to affert that it was
not the convition of the people. © Nay, is
it not a matter recorded and underitood
that the affumption of the ftate debts,
which alone created'the neceflity of the
Excife, was carried by a very{inall majori-
ty of that reprefentation; and under fuch
circumftances, too, of management and
inducement, as were not very honorable ?

To pafs over thefe collateral confidera-
tions, however, I believe that an Excife is
a tax of fuch a nature, as cannot, in any
pofiible mode of conduéting it, be rendered
confiftent with the liberty of the citizens.
In fupport of this opinion, I fhall aflign {ome
of the reafons on which it is founded.

In the firft place, then, It is not pofiible
for the people to underitand the Excife {o
well as other direét taxes. 1t is paid wit}
out feeling {o fenfibly, or knowing fo wwell
the amount that is paid ; and coufequently
it is, in a degree, taxing the people blind-
fol I know there are perfons, and par-
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arly {fome, who have a ‘voice in the af-
: of government, to whom this very in-
cident is a recommendation of the Excife ;
becaufe, as they alledge, the people pay i

~11l

cheerfully in {wallowing their draught of
grog. . This remark may, indeed, apply in

countries where the fubjeéts do not give
their money to governmeit gbut are robbed
of it by tyrants; and where there is no
check fet to the exa&ions, but merely the
intereft of the rulers, to preferve the people
in a capacity of providing for future taxes.
Every robber, upon this maxim, will take
the eafieft method - of procuring his booty,
and confequently, prefer artifice to a direct
attack. ‘The argument, however, muft
appear in a more:flriking point of view,
when taken in connexion with my fubfe-
quent remarks.

Secondly, Another objeftion arifes from
the extent to which the Excife may be car-
ried.. By the mere alt of the legiflature;
it may be made to embrace every thing that
is ufeful and comfortable ‘to mankind.
‘What peceflary, what comfort of life has,
in European nations, efcaped the infatiable

maw of Excife-Laws !} This fpecies of tax- |

never has enough. If we look acrofs the
| Atlantic to Britain, we fhall perceive that
although the Excife plaufibly began its ope-
sration there, as it has with us, on fuppefed
I!z}:;ul’ies, yet that with incenceivable rapi-
dity it feized upon every thing ufeful and
|‘cemf'ortable in life. The fhoes which the
|people wear are excifed with the tanner
land the currier ; the foap with which they
wafh théir linnen, the f{)arch with which
they clear it; the glafs which admits the
|light by day, and the candle which fupplies
{it by night ; the beer that is drank, and the
{butchers’ meat that is eaten, make buta
{finall portion of the excifeable enjoyments
of that country, whofe boafted freedom is
itarnithed with corruption, and whofe ve-
nality and extravagance are ina greit mea
fure produced and foftered by thefe odious
| Excifes, the horror of all free ftates. —But
|were I to enumerate the excifeable articles
in the Britifh book of rates, it would il
{more pages than I defign to write upon this
[fubjeét.

| 2
| When we contemplate the ftate of
{France, we behold a generous nation la-

{beuring under an increafed load of
luntil the burthen became fo int
that the moft loyal p
who had hitherto blindly idolized their
|grand monarch, and for his fake gloried in
Itheir  chains, were compelied at laft to
fpurn the dire oppreffion; and thus roufed
from the lethargy.of prejudice and fervility,
they overturned the pyramid of rapacious
and infatiable profn which had endur-
ed for ages. ‘Todetail the variety and ex-
orbitance of the Excifes in France, would
nitfelf require an extenfive volume ; I will
therefore only mention the arcicle of falt,
which in fome provinces had been raifed to
8 dollars a bufhel ; and of'tobacco, which
had been raifed to half a dollar a peund.
It will add to the extravagance of thefe
impofitions when we recollet thatfalt is in
France an article of home produce, and in
fuch great abundance that even the marfhes
teem with it; and that in fome privileged
provinces, tobacco is likewife cultivated in
plenty ; altho’ in other provinces, fitter for
the growth of the plant, it is banithed, by
rigid prohibitions, from their foil. But {till
it has become, in the ufe, a neceffary. 1
might, in thort, traverfe all the nations of
Europe in which Excifes have been intro-
duced, and, whatever ideas of taxing arti-
cles of luxury were fuggefted as the lure,
when they were originally propofed for
adoption, it would be uniformly found that,
in the iflue, they have fallen heavielt on the
neceflaries of life. .~ This principle is, in-
deed, invariably purfued by financiers, let
their pretences be what they may ; for ne-
ceffary articles are generally the leaft con-
venient forfmuggliag purpofe, and being,
at the fame time, of unavoidable confump-
tion, they muft alsways be the moft produc-
tive, and afford the moft certain fubje&s for
official eftimates. Evenin our own impoft,
the duty on {alt, an  article which enters
mof} largely into the daily food of the poor;
aud which, in parts diftant from the fea, is
neceflary alfo in the food of beaits, has been
raifed by every revifion of the law, until
the‘contribution levied by government from
a bufhel of coarfe falt exceeds, in fa&, the
amount of the firft coft and freight.—No
article of luxury paysfo high. ~ Salt ought
to be as free as the water we drink, as it is
of as general and equal ufefulnefs. I thank
God, that the purling ftream is not in the

veer of excifing financiers; if it were,
the fatigned labourer, or the thirfty horfe,
would have to contribute ‘to government
before they could quaff the cooling draught!
—1I call upon the contrivers and promoters
of the fyftem to mention that nation, which
has at any time. introduced Exciies on its
domeftic produce, or manufaltures, with-
out extending the fatal grafp to the necef-
faries of life, which, as I have alreasdy ob-
ferved, muft ever be the moft produflive
fources of that {pecies of revenue. To
luxuries, indeed, the inftrument may firlt
be artfully applied ; butit uniformly aéts
as the opening wedge, to make way for the
whale {yftem, with all its enorniities and
oppreflions.

excifes,

lerable,

eople in the world,
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Can we then promife ourfelves to be ' an
exception to the experience of all other
nations ! Let the prefent excife be once in
full operation, and occafions will annually
arife for its extenfion. Cider and beer
will be convenient and produftive {ubjett
to fupply the wants occafioned, perha
for the very purpofe of apparently juftity-
ing 2n amiplification of the excife tyranny.
Thefe who already pay for their home-
made fpirits, will not only agree to the
add:itional impofition, but give it counte-
nance upon the principle of promoting an
equality of contribution ; and the fecond
clafs will facilicate its extenfion, with fimi-
lar views, to {till more neceffary and more
numerous objeéts, Let the prefent excife,
1 repeat, be once fully eftablithed, and I
will engage that it will not be long on fpi-
rits aloue. It is not realonable that it
‘When one part of the people of
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fhould.
any nation lofes its liberty, paft the hope
of recovery, it becomes the ready infiru-
ment of enflaving the reft: aud thusit is
with relpet to revenues rdifed by excile

? |cenfequence, thefe evils, which it cngen-

upon one pant of our home prodiice ; the
original impofition promotes, or rather en-
fures a gradual extenfion to the other parts.
It is.to be confidered, like that there
are no natural bounds or limits to the rate
that thay be laid on what is neceflary for
lifes The ufe'of the articles merely luxu-
rious depends upon the habits and appetize
of the people, which, as they may be di-
verted or reftrained, are fubjeét to feme
limitation ; but the confumption of necel-
{aries depends upon life itfelf ; for, who
can live without falt, candles, &c. or
who, thinking himfelf frce, will live with-
out enjoying the lawful comforts which
arife from the culture of his fartn. = All
other dire& taxes are limited in their own
nature. A tax upon improved land muit
be within what it would rent for, or elfe
none would cultivate it ; 'a tax vpon un-
cultivated land muft be lefs than its proba-
ble increafing value, or none would own'it.
But the excife which the Roman Emperor

wife
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the extravagant rate of excifes upon ne-
ceilary articles in modern times might be
given ; but thofe which I have before men-
tioned on falt and t cco inFrance, where
the articles are produced, d ~<where e
price of labor is very low, are fufficient ex-
amples for my prefent purpofe.
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A third obje&ion fo the excife proceeds
from the confideration that-luxuries are,
comparatively, ufed by few : FHence, an
excife upon cles of that defcription
would not be fi ly produéive for the
ufes: and exigences of government.  To
render it produ&@ive it muft be laid on ‘thofe
articles, which, from the manners or' cir-
cumitances of the people, are become ne-
teffaries, and are in general ufe. This o-
pinion is fupported by the examples of eve-
ry foreign country, which impofed an
excife ; and even by our own excife on
fpirits made from home produce. By the
hebits of the country this liquor -was be-
come necefiary to laboring people, and pre-
paring it had become part or the bufinefS of
the farmer, as much as preparing his cider,
or-any other fupply, which his farm will
produce. The objectin laying the excife
is not to promote health, as the canting ad-
drefs of the college of phylicians advifes,
nor to prevent drunkennefs, as the Sec
ry hints. The Secretery well knew that
the habits and circumitances of new fettle-
ments in particular, rendered the ufe of
{piritsin fome degree neceflfary ; and the
2afons that operate in favour of, the pre-
fent excife will neceflarily extend to every
thing in a fimilar fituation.
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To prove that itis not inconfiltent with
liberty, the report (page 2) afferts, that,
‘it has not the features of other excife laws
--that there is not the fummary and difcre-
tionary jurifdiction in the excife officers,
contrary tothe courfe of common law, and
inthe abridgment of the right of trial by
jury—that there is not a general power in
the fame officers to fearch and infpe& in-
difcriminately all the houfes aud buildings
of the perfons engaged in the bufinefs to
which the tax relates.”

This T readily admi
Secretary will alfo admit, that the law, as
itftands, is' not effeitual. The truth is,
that many people, in a great part of feve-
ral ftates difregard it altogether ; forne ap-
parently fubmit to it, but while they keep
two {iills employed, enter only one of|
them; and others acquiefce for the prefent,|
in confident expeation that the Jaw will|
be foon repealed.

I may venture to affert that the executi-
on of the aét will for ever be impragticable,
until thofe very powers are veited in - the
oflicers, the want of which is the boaft of!
the report. No excife Jaw in the worldshas|
been effe@tual without them ; and no people
in the world have a greater averfionto excife
las than the citizens of the U. If]

; but I hope the

+
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then thofe powers are necellary to render
|excife laws praéticable, as I firmly believe

|they are ; and T have reafon and all experi-
{ence on my fide ; T expet the fccretary will
16 longer contend that excife lawsare con-
fiftent with Iiberty. Any law that increafes
crimes, punithments, fines, {eizures, and
lconfifcations, is injurious to-the liberty and
enfiaring to the happinefs of the people.
In all countries, where the- excife has pre-
vailed, it has ereated new crimes and
(punifhments, it has-accumulated fines, fei-

izuz'es, and confifcations ; and, by inevitable

ders, have proved injurioas to the liberty,
and enfharing to the morals of the citizens.
What inftrument. indeed. can more effec-
itually prepare a ‘people for flavery, than
{that, which f{ets their intere(t in oppefition
!to their honefty, and which muit either
;de{‘tmy their virtue or ruin their fortune
twith its preflure. ?
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By aveflel arrived1 on Friday laft,
rom the Cape, we learn that the remain-
der of the 6coo troops, expedted for the re-

lief of St. Domingo, have reached that
ifland.

On Thurfday laft died at liis lodgingsin
this city, BIGTREE, ‘one of the Indian
Chiefs of the five nations, that arrived here
about fix weeks fince. His illnefs was not
of more than 20 hours centinuance. —His
corpfe was interred on Saturday.

On W ednefday evening laft, a number of
diforderly perfons aflembled round the Jail
in New-York, behaving ina riotous man—
ner, breaking th= lamps, &c.~— Fortunately
the friends of legal reftraint and good or-
der, with the exertions of the police, pre-
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impofed vpon prine, conld not be evaded,| Vented any dangerous excefles being com-
for it was founded on.a-call. of ndtu.‘-eih}\‘[ttfd. Mr. Duer, it {feems, was their
whichmuftbz obeyed.  Many inftances of] object.

A New-York paper of Thurf{day informs,
that the Barbers of that c¢ity have raifed the |
price for fhaving from fix pence to eight
| pence, on account of the extraordinary and
univerfal addition to the length of the chin,
that has taken place there fince the late
failures.

Accounts from Pittfburgh, to the 14th
inftant, mention feveral murdets and de-
predations, in addition to thofe ftatedin our
laft, committed by fome fculking parties of
Indians along the waters of the Ohio.

The extraordinary fwell of the Sufque-
hanna, during the prefent fpring, has affor-
ded many large boats an opportunity of |
coming full loaded down that river, having
all pafled 'the various falls, rapids, &c. in
{fafety.—One of thefe beats is &o feet in
le:l;t{l, 14 wide, & had on board 1950 bufh-
els of wheat, a large quantity of hemp, &¢.

We 2gree with Camden (in the General Ad-
| vertifer of Saturday) that humanity is better pleat=
ed with the condu of the judges of the  Eafltern
I Circuit : ‘but Camden muft allow, that they too

(! have, though in a “delicate. manner, pafled fen-

| tence of unconftitutionality on the invalid law,—
| We deny Camden’s affertion ; and affert chat the
| word “ impeachment’, was feveral times men-
tioned in the H. of R.: although no motion was
 made on the fubje&t. We do not mean to muf-

fle up the judges any more than Congrefs, in _the
| clozk of infallikility : we wifh to fee hoth parties
i amply clad, that it to fay, with the garb of wif-
:dom and righteoufnefs. The old cloak being worn
{to rags (of which there is a great fcarcity at pre-
| fent) may be fent to the mills ; and when manu-
i faé’turcd into foolfcap paper, may be nfed for print-
{ ing panegyricks on the meafures of government.

He muft be avenal wretch, indzed. who thinks
| that becaufé a man holds 2 lawful office - under
government, therefore hews obliged ‘to ‘approve
{and flatter the moft arbitrary m-afures of that
{ government.
: There are who praife without mealure ;-
| becaufe they probably conceive their inter-
eft might fuffer by a contrary condué.
With an eye to the man, they approve his
{ work without attention to its intrinfic mer-
| rit. - Were fuch believed, it might. appear

[ that every thing is going for the beft, and
| that there is no .room for amendment.:
| That there is wifdom difplayed in our,pub-
' lic councils; no one can dény—that we en-
joy a confiderable fhare of profperity is evi-

ent: But that fome meafures have pro-
duced  evils, experience téftifies,—that a
change of meafures might bring about a
change of circumftances is clear. —Then
while thereis room for improvement, why
be fatisfied with our prefent progrefs to-
wards political profperity ? [Gen. Adv.]

The Speaker of the Irifh Houfe of Com-
mons was infulted by a number of perfons,
who were irritated at béing turned out. of
the galleries of that' Houfe—This piece
of " intelligence ‘'was oONCE' ONLY men-
tioned'in an American paper, entitled, the
National Gazette—FErgo, it includes an ad -
monition to the citizens of the U. States,
that they fhould, on a fimilar occafion, aé
in the fame manner—excellent logic, truly |

%43 The Printing-Office of the National' Ga-
zette 15 removed from No. 339, to vo9, High- (or
Marhet) Street, above fifth Street.

AN away on Wednefday night : laft, ‘a. Negro

Man, about twe nty-three years old 3 bad ona
Aght coloured fhort coat : tock with bima pair of
leatber breeches and u pair of green fluff do. a bea«
wer bat balf aworn, narrow brim and decp crowwn
a pair of boots 5 firiped-cotton and Stk fiockings-~ .
be is [lim made—reads and <vrites a legible band---
bas, Iam informed, procured a pafs and certificare

| Philad: April 21. SIDNEY. of bis being a free man. It is probable be aill
peal o = endepwor to get'on board fome weffel, either at this
PRICEsk STOUCKS: p/_ure or A':w—?'ot,{-. He bas a fmall fearr under
A ocies i kis chin vecafloned by cutting out. a wvens 1 20ill
E’x per tents, per /L. 7 % 20/, giwe Forty Daoliavs reward to any perfen sobo wwild
Three d‘"‘? s e 11/6 10 izf. deliver to e at this place, and pay all reafong+
T eferred : ix ditto, - 1zfe 126 ble expences.’ ! 3
Final fettlements, &c. 15 =16 ANDREW MOORE.
Indents - - 11f3 No. 118 Sprace-Street,

Half fhare Bank Stock 25 per cent advance.
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