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DtTilopmiali In tha Booth.
From th 2f, Y. Herald.

Although some of our contemporaries seem

lo find gleams of sunshine in the condition of

Jhe South, we confess that no such deBirable
Signs are presented to our view. It is true
that fine conservative demonstrations have
Just occurred in Richmond, in Macon, Oa., in
Mobile, In Little Rock, Ark., and elsewhere.
Conservative clubs are in process of organiza-

tion in the Carolines, as well as in some of the
Other unreconstructed States.

It ia stated that Florida has chosen an anti-radic- al

majority to her constitutional conven-ventio- n.

Oeneral Ilancock, the military com-
mander In New Orleans, has also thrown a
Hew and more congenial feeling into the ad-
ministration of affairs in Louisiana. But no
one whose eyes are epen can fail to observe
Indications of a determination on the part of
Congress to enforoe its extreme doctrine of
Southern reconstruction. This is bad enough,
If no other unpleasant cloud obscured the riew
lo happier days for the Bouth. Yet we find
lhat the Alabama Convention has adjourned
snd presented a constitution for the suffrages of
the people of that unreconstructed State or
those who are favored with the elective fran-
chise containing provisions abhorrent to every
lespectable and responsible white man living
vrithin its borders. We also know that blaok
supremacy conventions are now in session
in Georgia and Louisiana, that others will
Bhortly assemble in Mississippi and Arkansas,
and that so far from expecting reason and
toleration from those bodies, the reverse can
only be expected. Moreover, we have ac-

counts of unspeakable distress among both
whites and blacks throughout the once
fertile Southern domains. These accounts
are aocempanied by others whioh ex-

hibit the lamentable lengths to which
Northern radicalism has progressed in
prostrating commerce, destroying agriculture,
sundering family ties, uprooting civil law, and
In seducing the ignorant blacks into the belief
that no more labor is due from them, that
they have worked long enough, and that the
Inheritance of the whites, once their masters,
Incomes now their own. The fact that con-
spiracies exist to carry out their ideas is no
longer doubted. Names, places, and dates to
that effect are in the hands of the authorities,
and that' great mischief is meditated cannot be
doubted. In view of these developments,
Occurring every day, we say we confess we
cannot discern the gleams of sunshine through
the black Southern clouds which some of our
contemporaries, with all the keenness of their
optics, allege they have discovered. But
let the Southern whites who are now under
the heel of radicalism be firm, let them keep
up their courage, let them be patient, and
await the hour of their complete redemption,
Which every sign portends will occur within a
twelvemonth.

Tb Holocaust Near Angola.
From theM Y. World.

The vast interior of the New York Central
Railroad depot, at Buffalo, n Sunday
Afternoon the scene of a ceremonial which it is
to be hoped will never have to be repeated in
this world. Above the shattered and charred
remains of nearly thirty human beings the
unreoognized or unclaimed majority of the
number of Eixty dead victims of the casualty
on the Buffalo and Erie Road funeral services

were conducted by all the ministers of the
gospel in the city, funeral songs were chanted
fcy all the ohurch choirs, while the members
of the City Council acted as pall-bearer- s, and
a great congregation in and outside of the
building stood by with uncovered heads.

This impressive tribute of civilized popula-
tion to the dead, and the unknown friends of
the dead, who were so unexepeotedly depo-
sited in their keeping, will serve to deepen the
awe with which the publio reoeived the news
of an unparalleled calamity. Scarcely one
month ago an account of the crushing, suffo-

cating, or roasting alive of the four sisters
Morgan, of New Orleans, and a gentleman
who perished while attempting to resoue
them, sent a shudder through every house-
hold in the country where a newspaper is read.
But this aocident at what ought to be chris-
tened the Bridge of Death, near Angola, in-
volved such a wholesale killing, burning
alive, and maiming of people, that we do not
Bee how it can lail to inspire a distrust of
the American railway system which has been
heretofore singularly dormant. It may be
conceived, in the first place, that the aocident
was the . result of an always dangerous in-
crease of the regular speed of the train to
"make up" two hours' lost time. One pas-
senger Bays he remarked to a companion the
xapidity with whioh they were riding near
Angola, through which village the train rushed
Without halting, and in three minutes was a
Wreck. In the second place, accepting the
hypothesis that the rear car was thrown from
the track, by a broken wheel, it is very probable
that the car wheels had not, in the haste
attending the movements of a train two heurs
behind time, been oarefully sounded and ex-

amined. In the third place, one marked defect
In the construction of the road was luridly set
forth by the flames of the fierce holo caust that
consumed a whole car full of passengers and
came near enveloping another car with its in-

mates. The bridge, a hundred feet in length,
aoross which the two cars, after leaving the
track, rolled almost to the farthest bank, and
there toppled and plunged down tha ioy slope
fcelow, was without parapet. "A look from
the bridge," writes a correspondent 'unpro-
tected by a wall ft railing, is sufficiently
startling without the knowledge of this fear-

ful aocident." Had there been strong guards
on either side the bridge, the cars could not
have fallen and the subsequent appalling fire
would not have occurred 1 In the fourth
place, the fire itself, which consumed many
persona who might otherwise have escaped
with their lives, sprang from the coals and
faggots in the overturned and broken stoves,
the most unhealthy as well as dangerous heat-to- g

apparatus that could be used in a oar.
Here, then, are four Ikinds of neglect, of

which neither the Buffalo and lirie Railroad
Company, nor but few other railroad compa-
nies In the United Statesman be held blame-
less. Failure to make regular connections iu
the winter season ia perhaps inevitable; but
the praotlce of running at a great speed in
order to retrieve at one end of a road the
time lost at another, is particularly culpable
when rails and running gear are brittle with
frost, and ;the lives of passengers are endan-
gered at every turn. At such times, travellers
with their' wita About them muiit have observed
the careless way in which examinations of
the running-gea- r are conducted at the stations,and that frequently such precautions are oinit-w- d.

Deftjctive bridges euhauce the constant
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ripk of a railway journey to a degree that many
casualties besides this has enabled us to esti-
mate. Some of the flimsy structures have
been broken through, and trains, as in this in-

stance, have been precipitated from others. A
railroad bridge without parapets has been
fbown, often enough, to be like a trap set for
human lives; and as it is seen what a further
waste of life may be caused by fire, steam ra-

diators, or pipes conducting hot air, ought to
replace the stoves now in use in the railroad
cars through the United States.

If there are no laws to compel the companies
to repair their bridges and dispense with the
further possibility of a railroad anio da ft, we
hope the forty-fou- r people wounded, and the
friends of the forty-fiv- e people slaughtered at
the bridge near Angola, and the press of the
country at large, may sncoeed in holding the
Buffalo and Erie Railroad Company to an ac-

count, and exciting an indignant publio
opinion, whioh will compel the enactment of a
law in every State that all companies will
have to. obey. Thus at least two of the evilj
connected with our present railway system
may be obliterated, and the companies may be
incited to save legislators and themselves
further trouble by instituting on their own
account other reforms.

Naturalisation and Allegiance.
From the N. Y. Tribune.

In the recent debate in the Senate on the
lights of naturalized citizens, it is asserted by
Senators Reverdy Johnson, Sumner, and Con-

fess that England claims that her citizens can-

not absolve themselves from their allegiance
to Great Britain. We do not regard this as a
candid statement of the position taken by Eng-

land, and by every European Government ex-
cept France, on this question. No European
Government has claimed the right to interfere
with the exclusive allegiance of our naturalized
citizens to the United States so long as they
remain in the United States. By the war of
1812 we sought to make the effect of naturali-
zation with our flag whether on
sea or land. But during none of our wars has
a foreign power claimed either the obligation
or the right to shield a naturalized citizen
from any of the liabilities incurred by him as
a citizen of the United States. They have
respected our naturalization laws as the valid
local law within the domain for which they
were enacted. Had they not done bo, they
might have utterly demoralized our armies,
and our whole military system, by demanding
the exemption of our naturalized citizens from
the draft.

Our law for the naturalization of foreigners,
and the law of any foreign State against the
expatriation of its citizens, are laws of the
same local character valid within the domain
or under the flag of the power which enacted
them, and not beyond it. We can no more
interfere with the sovereignty of an indepen-
dent European power to restrain it from en-
acting that every person born on its soil shall
be under perpetual allegianoe to its govern-
ment, than the European power can restrain
us from enacting the terms on which the same
citizen may absolve himself from all obliga-
tions to that power; both rights harmonize,
provided neither power attempts to enforce its
domestic laws within the domain or under the
flag of the other. When Senators declare
that Prussia denies the right of her citizens to
absolve themselves from allegiance, we an-
swer, "No 1 she only denies that the law of
the United States under which they so absolve
themselves is in force within the territery
of Prussia." If, when the citizen leaves
Prussia and enters the United states,
he cornea tinder our law, why, when
he leaves the United States and enters
Prussia, does he not come under the law of
Prussia f The United Mates, If they choose,
may invest every person who lands on our
shores the moment he lands, and whether his
stay is short or permanent, by act of his own
or without it, with all the rights and respon-
sibilities of citizenship. Prussia may, if there
are no treaties to prevent, make a citizen of
Prussia of any person entering her domain,
whether he is a native or naturalized citizen of
the United States. This is one of the attri-
butes of national sovereignty. If she chooses
to select our naturalized citizens, and regard
them as citizens of Prussia, it is her own affair.
Our citizens whe enter her territory volunta-
rily have notice of the consequences of doing
so, and can no more complain of her law than
those entering the United States can complain
because we require them to reside here five
years before becoming citizens. Can we then
claim the right to make our naturalization
laws binding within the territory of foreign
powers f We can best answer this by asking
whether foreign powers can make their laws of
perpetual allegianoe binding within our terri-
tory. Certainly not 1 Whatever immunities
we wish to secure to our citizens, whether
native or naturalized, who voluntarily place
themselves under the operation of the local
laws of other countries, must be secured by
treaty. In case of the invasion of his native
country by a naturalized citizen serving in the
army of his adopted country, he would be at
once under the conflicting jurisdiction of the
flair under which he served and or the terri
tory which he had invaded. But this conflict
ing jurisdiction is inseparable from the inva
sion, and its questions most be decided by the
sword.

Mr. Ashley and Impeachment.
from the N. Y. Time.

Mr. Ashley, the author in Congress of the
Impeachment project, appeals to publio com
passion on his own behalf. He thinks it very
hard that he should be "assailed" bo severely
for the part he has taken in this business, and
is particularly aggrieved that Republican
papers should join in the crusade against him.
lie has written a long letter to the Toledo
Blade, in which he invokes pity and pardon
for the part he has taken in this proceeding.
Kepuoiicans, he minus, ougni not to be so
hard on those of their own party who happen
to diner in opinion from them.

This is refreshing. Mr. Ashley has always
been among the foremost to denounce and
vilify everybody in the Republican party who
happened to differ from Aim in opinion. If
we remember aright, he once made a motion
in patty caucus to expel a member of the
party who had been guilty of this offense.
lie always had at his tongue's end some oppro-
brious epithet for those who ventured to favor
opinion or a policy whioh his profound and
patrlotio judgment did not approve. He now
thinks Republican journals ought to be more
charitable than he has ever been towards
those who cherish opinions and pursue a
policy which the party itself cannot approve.

Mr. Ashley's course in this impeachment
business was simply a piece of conceited arro
gance. If impeachment was to be prosecuted
as a party movement he ought to have con-
sulted the party about it. lie did nothing of
the sort. Prompted, probably, by men of
greater shrewdneBB and a keener sense of re-
sponsibility than belongs to him, he pre-
sented articles of impeachment in his own
person assuming to know that the President
had been guilty of high crimes and mladu-meonor- s,

and coming forward voluntarily as
Lis aocuaer. lie relied on taotloa whioh had

more than once proved Bnoonssful before. He
expected to bully the party into Bubssrvlenoe.
He thought that, when foroed to vote upon it.
the members of the party would not dare to
vote against it. He stood ready to denounce
them as "Copperheads." as "oowards," as
"minions of the Kxeoutive," if they did; and
he knew he would have the active aid, in
such a crusade, of a large force of radicals
more voluble and violent than himself. His
'little game" did not 8 ucceed. For once the

Republicans stood their ground and defied
his menaces, and he now finds himself in a
small and not very reputable minority. He
doesn't like it, and craves sympathy and for
giveness.

ins project or impeachment was a direot
blow at the Republican party. It was calcu
lated to" strengthen the Democratic party more
decidedly than anything else whioh had been
done or attempted by Congross. To sy
nothing of its intrinsic injustice, and of the
fatal precedent its success would have estab-
lished, its effeot upon the business interests of
the country would have been so disastrous
that no party responsible for it could have
held its ground for a single campaign. Nothing
but the courage and firmness of the majority
of the Republican party has aaved the party
itself from wreck and ruin at the hands of
Mr. Ashley and his backers.

Still more outrageous has beon Mr. Ashley's
mode of conducting proceedings under his in-

dictment. He pleads that he never did aoouse
the President, in his public speeches, of having
been a party to the assassination of Mr. Lin-

coln; but he confesses that he did, privately
and publicly, declare his suspicions and belief
to that effect. In other words, he played a
double part in the matter. While careful not
to put upon record so that he could be held
responsible for them declarations of this
character, he was all the while busy in poison
ing the mind or Congress and the country
with 'insinuations and private assurances 1

and, when summoned before the committee he
had himself invoked, this brave champion of
official integrity was compelled to' confess that
he had not a particle of evidence to support
either his publio or his private assuranoes on
the subject l and he caps the climax of his
cowardly retreat by dragging before the publio
bar two or three ether members of Congress,
who went still further than he did in charging
the President with complicity in Mr. Lincoln's
assassination. He may damage their reputa-
tions in this matter, but he will not thereby
protect his own.

Mr. Ashley has played the most conspicuous,
but not the most discreditable part, in this
business. If he had been wiser he would not
have allowed himself to become the tool of
men at once more malignant and more saga- -

elous than himself. If he were only a little
sharper than he is, he had learned a lesson
now which he might profit by hereafter; but
he probably won't.

Tht Labor lluestlon.
From i Toronto Olobe.

When we return from New York to suoh
cities as Detroit and Chicago, we find the same
story, with certain variations. One Writer
gives a very minute view of the state of mat
ters in Detroit, and all ending with the same
advice to all intending a visit to such large
cities in search of employment. The nature
oi such advice is easily divined. "If you oan
get along at all where you are, don't go to the
large oities at present; and if you can't get
along where you are, still don't go."

A Western paper says very emphatically:
The occupations thought gentlemanly are all
overstocked. Jhousauds ot young men, in
their determination not to soil their white
hands nor darken their sallow complexions.
apprentice themselves to callings which enable
them only to live in a sort of genteel pinchery.
In all branches of trader and professions clerks
are thick as the leaves In Vallombrosa. Ap
plicants for clerkships in the post office are
exceedingly numerous. lelegraph operators
of a certain class swarm like bees. Female
school-teacher- s are to be had in any quantity
and at most accommodating wages. Un the
other hand, those trades most in request are
even over-crowde- d.

We cannot give the particulars, but surely
we have said sufficient to show the folly of
those who leave Canada to crowd into the
large cities of the Union, with the idea that
once across the lines all will be well. We
have before this remarked upon the aversion
to honest labor on the part of many young
Canadians. The same thing is spoken of and
deplored on the other side. The result there
and here is the same. A very great amount
of anxiety and suffering and disappointment
on the part of multitudes who might lead
comfortable, healthy, and prosperous lives in
cultivating in the fields as their fathers did
before them, and in this way doing far more
for the honor and wealth and power of their
country than they can ever likely accomplish
in the lines of hie they have aotually adopted

We do not hear that there is much want of
employment generally throughout Ontario.
For the season of the year, we rather think
there is more than usual. We are quite sure
at any rate that some of the unemployed ser
vant girls of New York could find ready em
ployment and at fair wages almost anywhere
in the Province. Our advertising columns are
sufficient evidence that iu Toronto, at any rate,
the demand is far in excess of the supply.

General Butler Props a Hint for his Dlo- -
graplicr.

From the N. Y. Jlerald.
At last the world is permitted to know

exactly what General Butler's "claims" are
in the matter of heroism. "I claim," he says,
"to be the hero of New York." New York is
one of the few spots in the country not
known as a battle-fiel- d of the war. It was a
particularly safe place. Many drums wore
beaten in the streets, it is true, and many sol
diers marched up and down, coming and
going. There was a great deal of the "pride,
pomp, and circumstance of glorious war," but
marvellously little of the reality, little of the
hardship, little of the soul-weari- work, but,
above all, little of the danger. There were no
bullets in the air, and the only flight of mis-Bil- es

that the illustrious soldier ever had to
complain against was when his bronzed and
brazen front proved harder than an addled egg
or rotten apple. He never had the sensation
of a wound save when

An egg let fly
Bit him directly o'er the eye,
And running down his cbeeir, besmeared,
With orange lawny slime, his bearu;

or, in the absence of beard, perhaps his shirt
coilar. In short, the streets of New York were
nothing like the glacis of Fort ruber, and
therefore he might easily be a hero in them
who would be quite another sort of character
in a plaoe of less safety. Butler has desired
that it shall be written on his tomb that he
"saved his men at Fort Fisher." Let it be
added, also, that he saved himself at a Broad-
way hotel, and that he was the hero of a city
five hundred miles from the nearest battle-
field,

i .
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Cheap Lands In Alabama.

From the If. Y. Herald. '
If we can judge from the statement that

land in Alabama sold reoenllv at a 1.r!ir.
Bale for from five cents to twenty oenta an
acre, Alabama must be a good plaoe for real
estate speculators. But does it not seem
curious that while we are paying immense
prices for land in Walrussla and the West
Indies, our own land should be going off so
cheap f It would be almost worth while to
buy up all Alabama at the present quoted
prices, and oast it off to fill, up the gaps in the
West India islands which the tornadoes,
floods, and earthquakes have made, as it ap-
pears likely that we are sooner or later to own
all these fragmentary portions oi the earth's
surface.

Oracular.
From the IHUtburg Commercial.

The Oracle is at it again. He perceives a
"weathercock" inconsistency in condemning
the bailing of Jeff. Davis and approving the
proposition to permit the Southerners disquali-
fied from voting to become voters on taking an
oath that for the last three months they have
supported the Reconstruction laws, and will
continue to support them. This wonderful
Oracle no doubt thinks this would open the
way to the ballot-bo- x for Jeff. Davis. If Jeff.
Davis has been and will be the supporter of
the Reconstruction laws, it doubtless would;
but it takes an Oracle to discover the dangar
lurking in the plan, and the inconsistency of
which they who condemned the bailing of Jeff.
Davis are guilty in approving it, for nobody
not endowed with less wisdom than our Ora-
cle could have the news that Davis and Thad.
Stevens have been all the while, and are still,
acting together.

There are in the South a large number of
true and loyal men, who, by the terms of the
Reconstruction laws, are disfranchised. Last
week Senator Wilson prepared a bill relieving
by name some hundred and fifty of that olass
from this disability. Thousands more are just
as deserving, but to search them all out or for
them to present themselves for special enaot-men- t,

would be impracticable. With the view
of getting at a way whereby all these cases
would be reached, the Tribune proposed the
above oath, and we believe it was the Tribune
that said that no one but a born blockhead
would suggest that it could work injury to
anybody or anything in the interest of loyalty
or justice, while it would be a stroke of
simple justice to a large class of as true men
as live.

The Republicans in Congress are prepared
to go still farther in this direction, and we call
the Oracle's attention to one fact on this
point. The Tennessee delegation in Congress
(except Patterson) have united in a petition
to the Legislature of their State to repeal a
portion of the Franchise law. They say:
To tt e Benste and Uouse of Representatives
O' Tennessee:

Tbe uudei signed, citizens of the Sta'e, your
coDHt tuentsaud personal and political friends,
respectfully and earnestly pray that you will
repeal tbe sixteenth. seotlon of tbe Franchise
act, Uj us giylng full ell'ect to the principle on
which Is bused our restored Stale Governments.
by obliterating from tbe statute books the last
vestige oi legislation wulch Imposes disabilities
Where tbtre has been no blame, and which
neither time nor merit can remove. It would
rat fy us and we feel sure it would gratify ihegreat body of your constituents, to kuow thatyou had acted In tbls matter promptly and

unanimously, and as lu duty bound we-wi- ll

ever pray.
"Washington. Deo. 7.

(Sim ed) "Joseph 8. Fowler, Horace Maynard,
W. H. stouts James Aiuuius, A. jj. Aluun,jonn xrimoie, aaiuuei an. Amen.

The above was prepared after a full con-
ference with the Republicans in both Houses
of Congress, and is the initial step to a general
policy which doubtless is destined to encounter
the terrible rebuke of fair Oracle.

Reconstruction Two Hundred Years Ago.
From the If. Y. Time.

Hon. E. Dougherty, of Texa3, has exhumed
from the archives of New Mexico a case of
successful ' reconstruction" in that region
nearly two centuries ago, which he thinks has
its lesson for our day. A great insurrection
of the Rio G rande Indians against the Spaniards
having taken place in 1 680, it was not checked
till 1089. In the latter year, one Ojeda was
ordered to declare upon oath, as the archives
say, whether the puebla of Cochiti, "that
apostatized and took part in the wars, being
very rebellious Indians," would probably
"rebel again at any future time as it was cus-
tomary with them."

Ojeda answered that "they were indeed very
arrogant Indians, and a very rebellious puebla,
but after what had happened to them he
judged it impossible for them not to yield
obedience." History, adds the lecturer, snows
that all those original insurgents in Texas were
"thoroughly reconstructed;" and he good-humored- ly

owns that "he can appreciate, in a
degree, the willingness of the Indians to 'ao-ce- pt

the situation.' " Let us hope that the
historio parallel will hold good in another
point namely, in the fact that the lands of
these Indian insurgents and "secessionists"
were restored to them, that they might culti-
vate them as of old, as soon as they had laid
down their arms.

Powers ot the Southern Conventions.
from the 81. Louit Republican.

The Reconstruction Constitutional Conven-

tions, in the Southern Slates, have very liberal
ideas of the extent of their powers. They
assume general governmental and legislative
powers, passing divorce laws, stay laws, bank-

rupt laws, adopting enactments regulating
judicial proceedings, annulling decrees and
judgments of courts, setting aside contracts
and vacating offices. When it is remembered
that the law under which they are assembled
is not one passed by the people of the States,
but by Congress, and that that law prescribes
the object of their meeting and limits it, the
inquiry arises, Where do they find any
authority for assuming the right to exeroise
the functions of a Legislature, and to legislate
on general topics of State interest f

They are assembled, by authority of Con-

gress, to frame a Constitution, with no power
whatever to impart any validity to that Con-

stitution until it is ratified by the people, and
also approved by Congress. Where do they
get the authority to do a solitary thing which
is not plainly essential to the execution of the
purpose specified in the law of Congress which
authorizes their coming together? They are
not ordinary Conventions of the people of the
States they assume to represent. They are
not assembled by a call of the Legislatures, or
by virtue of the provisions of any State Const-
itution permitting the call of such Conventions,
nor by any spontaneous call from the people
themselves. An outside power has author-- ,
ized their existence and prescribed the ob-

ject of their meeting, and there is nowhere a
legislative or constitutional State enactment
whioh recognizes or sanctions their assemblage,
while the only law wlich assumes tbe right
to sanction their assembling limits the work
they are to do to the business of framing a
Constitution. And, as if Congress intended
that it should be understood that they had no
power to do anything beyond that expressly
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stated in the law, after providing that their
business was to frame a constitution, Congress,
by the eighth section, granted them the powor
to do something else that is, to levy a tax to
pay the expenses of the Convention. It is a
legal principle, accepted on all hands, that,
when a law which grants power specifies those
which are granted, all others are held to be
excluded. In this view of the case, the legality
of all the acts done by the Southern Conven-
tions, except those related directly to thn
framing the Constitution, and levying the tax
provided for, is open to question and denial.

The fact that Congress deemed it neoessary
to insert in the law the grant of a power to
levy a tax to pay expenses, is conclusive proof
that without such a grant the Convention
would have no power to pass any law of the
kind. And if it could not do this a thing
necessary to its continued existence without
authority from the enabling aot authorizing
their existence, how eau they pass stay laws,
grant divorces, annual contracts, and do a
score of things having no possible relation to
the Constitution they are to frame T

The Constitutional Convention of Louisiana
has just adopted an ordinance so extraordi-
nary in its charaoter, and likely to be so op-

pressive to tbe State of Louisiana in its pre-
sent impoverished condition, that the inquiries
we raise become peculiarly significant. To
pay the expenses of the Convention that body
has ordered the issuance of bonds to the
extent of $300,000, drawing interest at the
rate of eight per cent, per annum, the prin-
cipal payable in two years. It appears that
certain outside speculators have agreed to
take these State Beourities at sixty-fiv- e ceuta
on the dollar, thus paying $195,000 for State
bonds of the par value of $300,000. They
will receive 124,000 interest per annum on the
par of the bonds, which is 12J per cent, and
more npou the sum they pay. At the end ot
the two years, they will have received $13,000
interest, together with the $300,000 paid in
reduoing the bonds, or $318,000 in return for
payment of $195,000. The New Orleans Pica-
yune Bays of this extraordinary affair:

"The tax-paye- will, therefore, have paid to
somebody S153.0UO for the nse of S195 0U0for two
years, which Is more than 80 per cant, per an-
num. Tliesom aotually advanced would, at the
rale of 8 per rent., amount In two veara to
$2V'8.'.00. The lenders will receive J3l8,000-ab- out

812,000 being the net profit of the speculation.'
It cannot be denied that the takers of these

bonds run considerable risk, for it does not
appear that the Convention has any more au-
thority to order the issue of bonds upon the
faith of the State of Louisiana than a town
meeting has. The aot of Congress, in the 8th
section, thus describes and limits the power of
the Convention to raise money:

' The Convention In each State shall prescribe
the fees, salary and compensation to be paid to
all delegates and other officers and agents here
In authorised, or ueoesnary to carry iuloelTeot
tbe purposes of this aot not herein otherwise
provided for, and shall provide for the levy and
collection of such taxes on tbe property In the
State as may be necessary lo pay the same."

The New Orleans Picayune, in commenting
upon some of the provisions of this very ex-
traordinary bond ordinance, says:

"They may fix the compensation of members
and levy a tax on the property In the State to
meet those expenses. By every principle of
legal Interpretation they have no authority to
raise money for any other purpose, or la any
other way, than by tbe levy and collection of
taxes. Tbe bond ordinance of
the Convention departs In almost every respeot
from tbe conditions of authority wblub tbe
law provides for the government of the Con-
vention.

"It U an Issue of bonds, which Is an exercise
of legislative powers distinct from that of levy-
ing and collecting taxes. It devolves tbe duty
ot levying ibe necessary taxes on Ihe Utate
Auditor, who Is no oflloer of tbeirs. It requires
him to assess certain rates of taxation, and to
take cbarge of tbe prooeeds and redeem tbe
bonds at various dales, thereby legislating not
only lor the present Constitution and mate o U-
lcers, but extending legislation lo the new Con-
stitution and nttw funotlonnrles that have notyet constitutional exisienoe, and may never
have any; for the Convention's labors at Constituti-
on-making may possibly come lo nothing.
It extends Its case beyond Us own want, to

vide for which the authority was speoially
eMoweil, and raises a sum which Is recognized,

to be beyond Its own requirements; and under-
takes to appropriate tbe surplus to a general
fund for tbe use of the Legislature of the mate
(lo be) elected 'under the provisions of the (Jon- -

ltutlou to be adopted.' The raising by bor
rowing at usurious rates of money beyond the
wunts of tbe Couvenllon, to be applied to the
relief of a Legislature to be hereafter elect vi,
In a Btate lo be organized under a Constitution
not accepted, and not even framed, must be
considered a very free exercise of the simple
power to ascertain and find means by taxation
for their own expenses.

"The wbole transaction is unlawfal, and
marked with worse trails of lavish squander-
ing of the poor remains of State credit In a
usurious speculation, which every true Loulsl-anlanwl- ll

desire to see fail. There are a great
many things yet Indispensable to give a form
of lrgul vitality to the bargain, and make It
blrdlogon the good faith of tbe lax-paye-

"'J he equitable way would be for Congress to
foot, tbe bill at once, and settle with lbs future
Hiate wben made. At leant, if the people of tbe
Btate are to pay tbe cost of the machinery sent
among them to grind out a government to be
set over them, common deoency requires that
some protection should be extended to thorn
against suoh audacious extortions."

The New Alabama Constitution.
From the Montgomery tilate Sentinel.

We cannot conoolve why there should be
such clamor as to this instrument, when, if it
is compared with other Constitutions, it will

be found to differ so little from them. We
propose to take that Constitution, par txcvU

Unce, which was adopted by tho repentant
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secessionists of 18G5, and the ordinances of that
Convention, and compare them, article by
article, aud eection by section, with the view
of determining in what particular, if any, the
last has exceeded its powers, or violated tha
rights of the people. And first, upon the
vexed question of slavery. Before we proceed,
however, let it be remembered, that the dele-
gates to the Convention of 1865 were exclu-
sively the leaders of the secessionists. Almost
every leading man in it had either been a dele-

gate to the Convention of 18lil, which threw
Alabama out of the Union, or a member of
secession Legislatures. In respect to slavery
compare the provisions of Parsons' quasi
secession Convention, and this. By the Con-

vention of 1SC5 it is said:
"Hereafter there shall be in this State

neither slavery nor involuntary Bervitude,
otherwise than for the punishment of
crime," etc

By the Convention of 1367 it is deolared:
"That no form of slavery shall exist in

this State; that there shall be no involuntary
Bervitude otherwise than for the punishment
of crime," eto. -

He must be an exceedingly nioe hair-splitt- er
.

who can point out the difference.
But the Convention of 1865 was not satisfied

with a constitutional provision. They were
mourners at the altar; and to make assuranoe
doubly sure, and to manifest the sincerity of
their repentance at the sins of secession, they
enacted an ordinance, on the 22d September,
1865, declaring "That as the institution of
slavery had been destroyed in the State of
Alabama, ' hereafter there shall be neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude," etc.
"That the Constitution of 1861 be amended by
striking out all provisions relating to slaves
and slavery. That the Legislature, at its
next session, pass laws to protect freedmen
ia the full enjoyment of all their rights of
person and property," etc.

Upon the subject of education, Parsons'
Convention was not a step behind that of 1867.
The latter declares that "a Board of Eiucation
is established, and one-fift- h of the annual ag-
gregate of the revenue of the State is exclu- -

I eively appropriated to the maintenance of
i the Publio Schools." The Constitution of 1865

says, "The General Assembly shall, from time
to time, enact necessary and proper laws for
the encouagement of schools, and the means
ot education, eto." We do not perceive that
this last has made better provision for sepa-
rating black from white schools, than has the
late Convention.

With respect to electors, the provisions of
both Constitutions are similar, with t lie ex- - '

ception of the word "white," in that of 1865,
being substituted by the word "person," ia
that of 1867; and following with the persona
excluded by the amendment to the Constitu-
tion and the acts of Congress.

Among the ordinances which all went im-

mediately into effect, of the Convention of
1865, was one suspending writs of execution,
and requiring Sheriffs, upon payment of oosts,
to return them "stayed by operation of law."
Another ratifying thitherto invalid marriages,
and validating adulterous intercourse betweon
black and white; one excluding from limita-
tions the entire period of the war; one vacating
eflices not filled by Governor Parsons; one
ratifying invalid judgments; one declaring the
war debt void; one declaring the Ordinance
and Constitution of secession null and void;
and one fixing a standard by which debts con-

tracted in view of payment in Confederate
money should be settled. Here was legisla-
tion, judicial decision, and political action all
jumbled up together, all going into operatiou
immediately on their passage, obeyed by
officers, enforced by oourts, from that day to
this, without a murmur from any one; while
the acts of a convention authorized by aot of
Congress, In strict conformity with the Recon-
struction laws, are denounced wherever the
disunion element can raise a yell or utter an
imprecation.

THE FL1TTIAGS OF FORNEY.
Let-tee- s from EUROPE. By J. V. Forney,

Secretary of the Sonata of the United States),
l'roprietor aud KUHor of tbe l'biladolphli
I'rest&nil Washington Chronicle (both dully).
With a portrait of the author engraved on
steel by Snrtaln, and a complete Alphabetical
Index. Philadelphia: T. li. l'otersou fc

Brothers. (No date.)
From the N. Y. World.

It is not often that a titlc-pag- o tolls the
wholo story of a book so fully an does this
which ushera the expectant world into tha
treasuic-hous- o of the thoughts and expe-

riences of J. W. Forney on his travels. The
political eminence of the writer is attested by
his quality of Secretary of the Senate. The
information that lie is the "Proprietor and
Kditor" (solemn and imposing combination !)
of two daily newspapers, is fitted to convey
an awful sense nlike of his intellectual and of
his financial resources. That ho should have
gone to tho expeniio of having his portrait on-- p

raved, and "by Kartain," assures mankind
that his physical beauty must lm at least as
worthy their attention as his moral and
mental perfections. His pains to provide hia
reader with an "Alphabetical Index" argues
tho permanent value of his lucubrations, and
induces the belief that a largo edition of tho
book is about to bo struck oil at tho expense,
of tho nation for the use of tho Congressional
Committees on Foreign Affairs. '

For our own part, wo soo no roawu why


