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TUESDAY, MARCH 13, J8SO. 

Consulate of the Netherlands% £ 
New-York, March 9. ) 

The Consul of the Netherlands, consi- 

ders :t his duty to inform merchants and cap- 

tains ot vessels, that he has lately received 
fresh instructions from the minister of marine, 

respecting the certificates of health to be 

granted to vessels bound to the ports of that 

kingdom. 
As some might be induced to sail without 

applying for the consular certificate, ow ing 
to vessels having been qurantined, r.otwith- 

3landing their clean bill of health— I bis is 

to give notice, that they may be exposed to 

a rigorous quarantine, unless provided with 

said document, which will prevent this dis- 

tgreeable detention in future. 
J. C. ZIMMERMAN, 

We understand that the Dutch Consul for 

this Distiict, ha received the same instruc- 

tions.— Gazette, 

JYezv York, March 9. 

The following copy of the minutes and the 

resolution adopted by the common cooncil 

of Savannah, as taken from the minutes, was 

received this morning, by a house in this ci- 

ty, tiom one of the members of this board : 

In Council, 28th Peb. 1820. 
• The mayor laid belore the board a letter 

from the mayor of New-York, inclosing the 

gum Qf-as the amount of contributions 
of the citizens of that city, tor the sufferers 

by the late fire, and also stating that certain 

goods were shipped for the use ol the poor: 

and this charity appearing to be subject to 

conditions in the mode, and manner, and dis- 

tributions, not annexed to any similar dona- 

tion, and casting a suspicion on the views 

and objects ol those appoin'ed To distribute 

the charity fund; it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That the mayor do thank the 

mayor of New-York for his polite letter, and 

that he return the money now received, and 

the goods, when tendered to him ; this board 

feeling it a duty they owe to th.s city to de- 

cline the acceptance ot this money or goods.* 
This is the resolution of the New-York 

committee which offended the Savannah 

council: 
• Resolved That is is the wish of the gene- 

ral committee, that the money and goods to 

be remitted to Savannah, be applied exclu- 

jively to the relief of all indigent, persons, 
without distinction of color, who are depen- 
dent upon their own industry tor support, and 

who have been sufferers by the late fire at 

that place.* 
A Remark.—In the first place, the condi- 

tion, as it b called, but it was only a recom- 

mendation, was merely nugatory, for it could 

hardly take effect, there being scarcely such 

a thing as a free black man in Savannah, and 

to such only could it be meant to apply.— 
This being the case, 12.000dollars is refused 
on a stately punctilio. Probably our legisla- 
ture will not think it necessary to go any iur- 

ther with their 10,000 dollar bill. W€ are 

really rejoiced that the distress occasioned 

by the fire cannot have been so great as was 

imagined. What now shall be done with the 

money ? How much do we wish it could be 

appropriated to the House ot Industry. 
[Posf. 

Was not the desigh of the New-York com- 

mittee according to the letter of the resolu- 

tion, that is, that they w ished the money to 

be applied to the relief of the suffering poor, 
rather than to make up, in some part, the 
losses of those who were wealthy, and are 

still in comfortable circumstances ? 

If the New-York committee were indeli- 
cate in annexing a condition to their charity, 
(for it is a virtual condition) it appears to us 

that the Savannah council took an unwar- 

rantable, as w ell as uncalled for step ; for the 

donation belong by gilt, to that class of per- 

sons who are described by the resolution— 
the indigent and virtuous poor—and were 

placed in the bands of the Mayor and coun- 

cil, in trust, \o be distributed by them. 
[Philadelphia Union. 

From the National Intelligencer, 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 

HOSSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, March 9. j 
The Military Appropriation Bill for 1820, | 

being under consideration, and the item ot 

fortifications being under consideration—on 

yesterday:— 
JHr. Smith, of Md. moved to fill the blank 

with the sum of eight hundred thousand dol- j 
lars, being the sum which the committee ot 

ways and means had thought it proper to re- 

commend. A larger sum had been estima 
ted to be necesssary by the War Department 
but the committee had thought this would be 
sufficient, particularly although deducting 
the sum estimated for the fortification at 

Dauphin Island, the prosecution of which, 
in the opinion of the committee of ways and 

means, was not important. Mt. S. entered 

into a variety of statements of the estimated 
cost of the various fortifications now erecting 
and of the contracts already made, to shew 
that this sum was necessary, and would be 
sufficient. 

Mr. Baldwin was desirous of knowing, if 
the appropriation was limited to the sum of 

800,000 dollars, what wa3 to be done with 
the contracts which bad been made, and un- 

der which a larger sum would be necessary. 
Unless it could be shewn, that contracts 
made by the Executive are not binding on 

‘ the government, he should be in favor ot 

filling the blank with the sum estimated by 
the proper authority to be necessary. To 

I bring this question fairly before the House, 
he moved to fill the blank with that sum, 

I 

! viz. l,5oo,ooo dollars. 
Mr. Clay did not concur, he said, in the 

j idea that any contract made by an officer of 
the government was binding on Congress. 
If contracts were made, for example, for the 
erection of fortifications where they were 

not wanted, was the government bound to 

execute the work ? Certainly not. They 

j might take back the contract, paying the 

I other party all damages and cost be may 

j have sustained by the annulment of the con- 

tract. So far from enlarging the appropria- 
tion, he would rather diminish it. The bet- 

ter way. he thought, would be to fill up the 

blank with four or five hundred thousand 
: dollars : if, in the course of the session, the 

state of the Treasury, or the a3pect of the 

; times, should justify the appropriation of a 

largersum, a supplemental appropriation 
! might be made. The ^contractors, lie said, 
gentlemen might rely on it, would not throw 

up their contracts because a less amount was 

allowed to be expended within a given pe- 
riod. They would be content with half a 

million of dollars. Let us, said Mr. C. hold 
on to the purse-strings until we get farther 
into the session, and see what is to be done 

in respect to the ways and means. 

; Mi. Williams, of N. C. said, that he, for 
one, did not acknowledge the right of the 
Executive officers to make contracts which 
would anticipate the revenue, and paralize 
the operations of the government. They 
had a right, he admitted, to make contracts 
under appropriations actually made by Con* 
gress, but to no greater amount. 

At this stage of the business the proceed- 
ings of Wednesday terminated. 

The debate to-day was resumed. 
Mr. Smith, of Md. took a historical view 

of the legislation of Congress on the subject 
of fortifications, to shew under what autho- 

rity the Executive had heretolore proceeded 
in the erection of fortifications. In 1794 a 

law bad passed authorising the Jfortif) ing, 
from time to time, of certain points therein 
mentioned- In 1798 the President was au- 

1 thorized to erect fortifications in ai.y oilier 

place that the public safety may require. In 
» 1808, the President was further authorized 
bylaw tocompltte the maritime fortifica- 
tions, kc. No other positive statute existed 
on the subject ; but the President of the Li. 
S. under his general powers, had causi*d for- 

tific^*B§Vfegjfc greeted at certain points, 
and sanctioned it by succes- 

sive appropriations. With respect to the 
later fortifications, under a resolution of 
Congress, the maritime coast had been sur- 

veyed. with a view to its complete fortifica- 
tion —the report of the Engineers w as laid 
before Congress, with a plan of fortifications 
indicating those now contacted for, and 

stating the sum which, under this view, 
would be necessary for the current year — 

j That sum was appropriated by Congress, 
who thus sanctioned the proposition ; and 
the Executive had, in pursuance of this in- 
timation of the disposition of Congress, di- 
rected the works to proceed, &c. 

Mr. McCoy rose to ask a favor and to en- 

ter a protest. The favor he had to ask was, 

j that gentlemen who were for keeping in 
service a large Navy, a standing Army, and 
other expensive establishments, would not 

attempt more than the resources of the coun- 

try would bear them out in. The protest he 
had to enter, was against the pract ce ot per- 
muting the Heads ot Departments to legis- 
late tor Congress, and to pledge the funds of 
the government to any extent, at their plea- 
sure. As a general principle, contracts 

ought not to be made by officers of the gov- 
ernment but under tbe authority of iatv. 

Mr. Lowudes then delivered hissentiments 

on the subject : He was iu favor ot the .um 

proposed by the committee ot ways anu 

means, because he understood that it would 

be sufficient for the purpose of carrying into 

effect existing contracts. With regard to 

the system of contracts, &c. which had been 

the subject of animadversion he said, if the 

matter were closely examined, he believed 
it would be found that the laws on the sub- 

ject were exceedingly defective ; and that, 
if there had been any irregularity, it had been 
made unavoidable by the omission of Con- 

gress to legislate on tbe subject. In the na- 

ture of things, contracts must be made by the 

government in regard to certain expendi- 
tures ; and such had been made in certain 

branches of the public service from the com- 

mencement, without objection—of which he 
# 

quoted examples, among which was that of 
the expenditure for timber for the navy, un- 

der the act appropriating a million of dollars 

annually for that object. Contracts, he said, 
might be made in two ways : on objects spe- 

i cially recognized and direct d by acts of 

| Congress—and on objects within the legiti- 
mate authority of the fcxec tive, and to a- 

mounts within the compass ot the usual an- 

nual appropriations by Congress. Applying 
these principles to the case before the house, 

he thought that contracts for the expenditure 
of 800,000 dollars within the year might 
have been made on every reasonable calcu- 

1 lation, being about the amount which Con- 

gress had lately appropriated for successive 

years, except where a surplus of appropria- 
tion rendered a less sum necessary. On the 

subject of fortifications generally, he said, 
he did not dwell, because it required a know- 

j ledge he did not possess. But, with regard 
to some points of our maritime frontier, he 

felt a paiticular solicitdde that they should 
be completely fortified at any expense. 

Mr. M’Cov said that his objection ^0 the. 

system ot contracts was, that they «xceed- 

ed, in this case at least, the sums appropri- 
ated and designated by congress for ibat ob- 

ject of expenditure. Contracts ought not 

to be made in anticipation of appropriations 
hereafter to be made; because circumstan- 

ces might arise in the following year to pre- 
vent congress from appropriating any thing. 
Nearly such a state of things indeed now ex- 

isted. In time of war, necessity might jus- 
tify a departure from a rigid adherence to 

this rule ; but in time of peace there was 

nothing to justify it. 

JVlr. Livermore expressed his wish that 
this item of appropriation should be so 

worded as that no part of the amount should 

be disbursed but in pursuance ol “ contracts 

previously authorised by law.” 

Mi. Clay said, it must be quite obvious to 

every one, from daily experience, that th* 

practice of exceeding appropriations was 

one which called loudly for the interposi- 
tion of congress. This excess was not 

confined, he said, to one department of the 

government, but the disease seems to have 

pervaded all the branches of the executive 

department ; and, unless the house should, 
on 6ome occasion, withhold an apprecia- 
tion in some case wherein an expenditure 
had been made without authority, he had no 

doubt the evil would go on to utter subver- 

sion, if not of the constitution, of all law on 

the subject. The sum of 600,00? dolls, which 
he had proposed for this object, he said, be 
considered sufficient. It was at least as 

much as a uld be expended before the end 

of tbe present session ; and, if, after the 

ways and means for the current year were 

provided, it should be thought proper to ap- 

propriate more money for this object, it 
1 would be completely within the power of 

congress to do so. With regard to retrench- 
: 
ment, Mr. C. said he knew that co ngress 
had much difficulty to encounter. All the 

heads of department would agree that there 
ought to be a retrenchment of the expenses 
of tbe government ; but none of them would 

agree that this particulai department should 
be the object ol it. We, said Mr. C. have 
to perform all the ungracious offices of th.; 

government ; we have the paintui duty of 

imposing taxes—they the pleasure of recom- 

mending their repeal ; we have the labor 
and responsibility of raising money—they 
tie gratification of spending it. Mr C. said, 
he ^as therefore disposed to take care that 
there should not be a wasteful expenditure ol 

tbe public money. With regard to Mobile 

Bay, Mr. C. said the house were at last pre- 
sented with the report of the committee ol 

foreign relati ns : and, if that committee 

could succt ed in persuading the house, that 

we may lake pacific possession of Horida, 

with or w ithout a treaiy, the fortifications of 

Pensacola would perhaps afford a sufficient 

protection to Mobile Bay. C.’i the subject 
of fortifications generally, Mr. C. said, there 

bad been, hitherto, he would not say a 

wasteful extravagance, b«t an improviuent 
prolusion, ^^e were making toitilications 

ever) where, and a large amount of money 
bad been 'expended on one toitification, 
(Rouse’s Point) which was understood to be 

actually within the British line. IJe con- 

curred YTith the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, that two or three great points ought 
to be fortified ; but be would not therefore 

expend such su.^s of money on points w hich 
Yvere not so important. 

Mr. Lowndes said, that he should himself; 
perhaps believe that not more than five bun- ; 

i dred thousand dollars ought to be .appropri- 
ated for the erection ot fortifications during 
the present year, did not the existing con- ; 

tracts require the appropriation of a larger 
amount. With respect to the proposed ap- 

propriation, it was not, as might be suppo- 

sed, from the remarks of some gentlemen, to ! 

meet an expenditure beyond the appropria- 
tion. ItYvasacase in which, with a due 
forecast and attention to economy in the ex- 

penditure of public money, contracts have j 
been made, founded on a rational expecta- j 
tion of appropriations being made by con- s 

gress—an expectation justified the sanction 1 

given by previous appropriations to the j 
prosecution of these Yvorks. Analogous ca- j 
ses frequently occurred. The gentleman, i 

t from Kentucky, he was sure, would recol- 
lect the case ot the Cumberland road, in 

which contracts had been made involving the 

expenditure of money beyond the amount 

appropriated by law, and depending on fu- 

ture appropriations for their fulfilment. 
I Mr. Clay again spoke upon the subject. 

[f, he said, the executive was authorised to 
! 

make contracts, relying on appropriations u- 

sually made, what ought,in this case, to have 
been its guide ? The appropriation of last 

year—amounting to 500.000 dollars, the 

sum with which it was proposed to fill this 
blank. Between the present case and the 

Cumberland road, he said there was no anal- 

ogy. There was a positive law authorising 
! the road, and a certain sum appropriated ; 

I under that law contracts had been made, 
under which the expenditure had exceeded 
the amount appropriated. The case now 

! under consideration was that of an attempt 

(to expend the public money without the au- 

j thorit y of any law. 
Mr. M allary spoke in favor of the small- 

; est sum propos ed. It was time, he said, to 

■ put an end to the excessive expenditures ot 

public money. He found, on consulting the 
documents on the table, fkat already con- 

tracts had been made by the war depart- 
ment tor fortifications, which would involve 
the expenditure of 2,700,000 dollars. It 

was time, he said, to determine whether 

contracts made by agents ot the government 
at all times, for all purposes, and to any a- 

mount, should be considered as binding on 

the government. 
Mr. Storrs made some remarks on the re- 

j lative responsibility of this house and of 

public officers, and on the case with which 
it was sometimes evaded. For example, in 
the case of the public gun powder loaned to 

certain persons, the head of the Ordnance 

Departments said be had nothing to do with 

it, but remonstrated against it. Another offi- 
I cer in that department says it was done 
with the approbation of the secretary of 
war—and all unite in saying that some pa t 

of the responsibility tor the transaction pro* 

perly belonged to an officer of the army who 

had since been dismissed the service. Mr, 
S. then proceeded to quote the sentiments 
contained in the inaugurial speech of the 

present President of the United States, on 

the subject ot responsibility and the duty of 
the executive in this respect. [Pith respect 

I to the present house, he said, if there had 
! been any irregularity cr excess in the ex- 

| penditure of public money, it was not to 

j blame tor neglect in preventing it ; for no 

house he had ever seen or read of had been 
to laitblul in the performance of this part of 
its duly as (so far) as this house had been. 

Mr. Baldwin said he was in favor of 
the sum proposed, because the faith of 
the government was pledged for so 

much, and the state of the Treasury 
was not such as to require it to he vio 
latcd. He was not disposed, he said, 
to protect any t xecutive officer in the 
abuse of power $ but, in relation to this 

subject of fortifications, it was no more 

than just that the state of it should be 

fairly understood. He then proceeded 
to take a review of the course of .the 

government on this subject, from the 
instructions to the Board of Engineers 
to survey the coast, and their report, 
to the laving of the same before Con 

gross, with all the plans of the fortifi- 
cations and estimates of their probable 
expense $ alter which the sum required 

; for the then ensuing year, (1819) was 

| deliberately appropriated by Congress. 
There are, Mr. B. said, two ways in 
which the sanetion of Congress may be 

given to any measure: by passing a spe- 
cial law directing a tiling to be done, 
or, by an appropriation lor the purpose 
of doing it. With ail the information 
on the subject before them, and with a 

full knowledge of the extent of the plan 
for the fortification of the Coast, the 
three branches of Congress had passed 
an appropriation to commence the work 
thereby ratifying the plan.—Previous 
to this act, no contracts had been made: 
after its passage, it became the duty of 
the Executive to go on to execute tin- 
work. With respect to the deficiency 
in the Revenue, Mr. 11. intimated, that 
that might be supplied, without resul t- 

ing to either of the three alternatives 
of the Honorable Speaker. We own 

seven millions of stock in the Bauk of 
the U. States. It yields no dividend 
this year, and but little in the last. If 

; we want money, let us take a fund 

| of no use to us, which brings us in no- 

thing, aw hich may be sold at nearly 
its par value. He was, he said, as o 

i ther gentlemen professed to be, a friend 
! to economy—but true economy. He 
would leave untouched eveiy thing ne- 

cessary to the usual and regular opera- 
tions of the government, and every 

j thing which was connected with the 

| common defence and the general wel- 
fare. 

Mr. Butler, of Lou. made some fur- 
ther remarks in favor of the appropria- 

i tion of an adequate sum for the object 
now under consideration. He again 
dw elt on the importance of the fortifica- 
tion on Dauphin island. With regard 
to the suggestion of the Speaker on 

this head, Mr. B. said the port of Pen- 

4 a 

sr cola, when in ont possession. ».,p. I 
more protect the bay of Mobile than il l tonifications at New York will ! 
the Delaware. 1 0tul 

j Mr. Newton delivered bis sentimenl 
in fa>an adequate nppropriatiJ | tor tor lhcatioMs. Hecnlarged on [|,rl 

j importance to the protection of oar seal 
ports ; to the interests ot commerce J 
and as connected with them, to tl,«■ | teeests of agriculture. A few million'! ' expended foe the permanent end perl J 
protection of sucli interests, J 

| be »<» lie dwelt particularfy 1 the importance of the fortification, 8 
Old I’oint Comfort, Ate. at the mouth 8 I the Chesapeake, and said that true « 8 
iwmy required the prosecution „f | which ace commenced to completion a8 
speedily as practicable. 

Mr. Trimble spoke at some length J explanation ami confirmation of win! had bi en said by other gentlemen as tl 
the authority by which the KxccutivJl 
had entered into contracts for the eiecl tion of fortifications. The sum propo1 

': sed by the committee of way s and means! 
i he thought, ought to be granted, as ml 
! being more than necessary to pay f„| 
j work done and in a course of perform] I atire. 

Mr. Clay repeated the idea, that th< 
money appropriated ought to be const 

| dr red the limitation of the power of tj1( 
j Executive to make contracts. Witi 

respect to the deficiency in the revenue 
so far fn m taking hold of the st ck o 
the Bank of the United States, lie |)a( 
been in hopes, as there seemed to bi 
great difficulty what to do with the 
Sinking Fund, that Congress uonk 
have consented to appropriate it to tin 
payment of the debt which we owe tc 
the Bank of the United States for tha 
stock, having due regard to the 5 pej 
cent, interest which only we had stipu- 
lated to pay on that part of the public 
debt. 

Mr. Smith of Va. spoke at sonif 

length in favor of a sufficient appropria- 
tion. The only question ought to be* 
is the expenditure proposed necessary! 
for the public welfare. There was rJ| 
money which this government could 
lay cut to so great an advantage as in 

I erec ting forttications. They were ajp 1 cheap defence in war ; and whatever o. 

; ther gentlemen might believe,he though' 
he saw aJarge •• speck of war’* in tla 
horizon—and nut with Spain alone 
We ought in due time to make prepara- 
tion for a contest whit h sooner or latei 
must come, in illustrating the impor- 
tance of fortifications, Mr. S. said that 
during our history three afour largest 
and most important commercial cities 
had been saved by them—alluding, in 
the Revolutionary war, to Charleston 
and in the late war to Baltimore, and 
New Orleans—for, much as was due to 

the bravery and skill of its defenders 
at the entrenchments, it was also true 
that Fort St. Phillip, below had been 

equally necessary to, and efficient in 
tne preservation of New Orleans, Re- 

sorting to foreign history, he quoted 
that uf France, to show that she had 
been saved by her engineers, artil- 
lerists, and fortifications, &c. lio 

hoped the appropriations necessary tag 
this important object would not bid 
withheld. ; 

The question was then taken on fill-g 
ing the blank with 1,500,000 dollars,9 
and negatived by a large majority. 

The question was then taken on lill-H 

ing it with 800,000 dollars, and deci-J 
ded in the affirmative, by a vote oi 

to 61. 1 
The appropriation for repairs, kc. a. I 

West Point, was moved by Mr. Camion | 
to be stricken from the bill; but Ue s 

House decided to retain it. 
T he appropriation for rom|)Ir^no^ie l 

Arsenal at Augusta in Georgia, n‘ xt I 
came up. Mr. Cobb stated, am) * 1 • I 
Reid confirmed the statement, that, 

however otherwise eligibly situated, 1 s | 
location was in so unliea]thy a sit» > a-J | 
to make it unfit for occupation, and j 

that there was no prospect ot this o I 

jection being obviated. I he appr(,PI,‘l d 
tion was, after hearing a statcinen « l 

Mr. Smith of Maryland, in defence oi i 

it, stricken from the bill, by a '''1 J 
56 to 48. 

, r lhw« ■ 
Mr. Trimble then moved tar h *• 

inir amendment to the bill: 
O n 

“To enable the Secretary of p^Gar-1 
new and extend a contract with \ bar. U 
resches, of Delaware, for one thous I 

rels of powder, if he shall so choosy #. j| I 
and extend ; and the said Garrescbe-5 ^ | 
secure the lorn of powder already | 

I Peter Bauduy, 22.000 dollars- r|°v con. I 
1 that if this appropriation shall not 

strued to sanction the original loan ny | 
der to Peter Bauduy, or to e*u.n(j[favl0 the I 
person or persons from their liabimj 

United States for making said lean. 

A debate of one and a ball hours dura r. 

arose on this amendment. .-a| 
The proposition was finally reject* 

considerable majority. n(j. I 
Mr. Clay, in offering the following at jj 

ment, briefly adverted to its importance j 
interesting nature. There were, he 

^ 

states, (counting Missouri and Ar an 

more or less interested in it. ^ an^ 
j 

Huats were employed in this !gat,° 


