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Baltimore, May 
LATE FROM GIBRALTAR. 

Capt. Dickerson ot the schooner Mid?s, 
in 32 days fiom Gieraltar, arrived at this 

port last evening, and reports that, although 
he was not on shore, he was informed by a 

gentleman who passed alongside, ot a re- 

port that the new Constitutional government 
of Spain had despatched an Embassador to 

the United States, on a mission supposed 
to relate exclusively to the Floridas. 

CONFIRMATION. 
We have been permitted to extract from 

the letter of a highly respectable house, 
at Gibraltar, the following confirmation of 

the above report: 
Gibraltar, March 29. 

“ We understand to-dwy, that the brig 
*{ Edward Foster,” which sailed a few days 
since from .Malaga for the United States, 
carries the ratification of the Florida Trea- 

ty by the King of Spain.” 

Extract of a letter received last evening 
from Gibraltar, politely communicated 
for publication— 

Gibraltar, 29th March, I82o. 

FLOUR—a cargo would net bring more I 

than Dl 1-2 a 7 3 4 per bbl and would de- j 
cline on any extensive receipt. WHEAT • 

is very abundant irom the Levant, and sell- 
, 

ing at 95 cts. a l dollar o5 per bushel,which j 
mu?t keep down the price of flour. CORN 

is also very very abundant with limited 

sales. Tobacco experienced a trifling stir, 

owing to the late changes in Spain ; Vir- 

ginia is worth Io dolls, a lo^ per cwt. Ken* ; 

tucky 9 1*2 per cwt. It is uow, however, 
of heavy sale. We are, <&*c. 

London, 47 3-4, 
IT. S. no bills nora. 3 1-2 per cent, 

Spanish Dollars3 1-2 advance. 
[Federal Republican. 

We have received information, the au- 

thenticity of which cannot be questioned, 
that the 14 Provisional Government ot th * 

Constitutionalists at Isla, (the head quar- 

ters,) have in their Gazette FORMALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED TIE INDEPEN- 
DENCE OF SOUTH AMERICA,” 

It is true, that this act is liable to a re-con- 

sideration when the national government 
>hail be established ; nevertheless, the fact 
is sufficient to convince us that a iurther j 
prosecution of the war in South America is | 
not the wish of the. people ot Spain, and that 

the government will be influenced in future j 
by the wishes ot the people, there can now 

be no doubt. We are even ready to'believe 

that, if the Constitutionalists are disposed to 

cnak terms with Ferdinand at all, one of 

lhe stipulations will be the acknowledge-' 
ment of the independence of the South A- 

merican colonies. 
We can also state, positively, that orders 

have been given at Madrid, to dismiss ail 

the transports so long employed at Cadiz. 
Thus is all idea ot the expedition to South 
America officially abandoned. 

[Norfolk Herald.' 

From tin: National Intelligencer* 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 
&ir I \ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Tuesday, May —In continuation, 
Mr. Sergeant gave to the house his views 

of this subject, and particularly ot the amend- 
ment. With regard to trade in general, he 

wa3 opposed to subjecting it to too much 

regulation ; but sales at auction were a fail 

subject of regulation, because the system it- j 
self was the creature of regulation, being i 

subject to particular restraints and giving 
particular benefits to those who carry it on, 
«iic. He objected to the auction system, that 
it was inconsistent with sober and moderate 
habits, and induced gambling and specula- 
ting habits—he spoke of it in a limited as 

well as in a general sense. He bad theiefore 
no objection to the proposed prohibitory du- 
ty. But to the imposition of a duty on sales 
at auction as a means of revenue, he had 
many objections, the most forcible of which 
was, tnai its operation womd be too partial : 

such a duty would well form a part of a ge- 
neral system, but certainly ought not to be 
selected from all other equally proper objects 
ot internal taxation, kc. He was of course 

opposed to the amendment. 
Mr. Johnson,of Virginia, then took the 

tlv*or. He regarded this bill as unly a con- 

tinuance of the system of measures commen- 

ced in one bill which has already passed this 

house, and proposed to be continued in the 
other which was yesterday rejected ; a sys- 
tem which be pronounced to be calculated 
to visit with rum and distress one portion of 
the community, to the benefit of two other 
classes. He replied to some of the argu- 

ments advanced on this day and on prece- 
ding day9, in favor of fostering the manu- 

facturing system; and particularly denied 
that the independence of the country was in 

any manner essentially connected with that 
policy, fFith regard to the alledged effect 
of this bill to promote the public interest, by 
preventing people from buying goods at auc- 

tion^ cousidered the old-fashioned way the 

best, which left to the good people of the 

United States to judge lor themselves of what 

would best promote their interests, This 

bill, be argued, would promote the interest 

of but two classes—the merchants and the 

manufacturers ; by excluding the competition 
ot foreign capital, and further burthening the 

sales of imported goods, &c. With respect 
to the morality of auction sales, he said, that 

it was not the province of Congress, but of 

the state governments, to legislate for the 

preservation of the morals of the communi- 
ty, &c. &c. 

Mr. Tracy delivered his views in opposi- 
tion to the bill. With regard to the monop- 

oly of the auction business, he said, it was 

the first time he had heard a serious allega- 
tion against a monopoly,the object of which 

was to sell goods cheaper than, without these ; 

auction sales, they would be sold. On the 

contrary, the effect of this bill would be, he 

argued, to create, instead of destroying, a 

monopoly. He examined the operation of 

sales at auction, and replied to the arguments 
which had been employed to show their in- 

jurious and immoral tendency. People might 
buy as immorally, and as foolishly, he said, 
from the regular merchant as at auction— 

and more so, because in the one case they 
must pay cash for fheir purchases, and in the 
other might obtain extensive credits, which 
were always prejudicial. He denied the 
force of the argument, that the business of 

selling goods would be thrown into more 

hands by abolishing sales at auctions ; he saw 

no reason in Congress legislating for the pur- 
pose of producing such an effect, £c. In 
concluding his speech, Mr. T. moved to 

strike out the first section of the bill; but, 
pending the other motion, this motion was 

not in order. 
Mr. Silsbee made some remarks, the object 

of which was to shew that the proposed du- 
ties were too high, and would certainly be 
evaded, and evaded without fraud, by a 

change in the customary mode of doing bu- 
siness. A single package of goods, lor ex- 

ample, would be sold at public sale to fix the 

price, and the rest would be sold off at pri- 
vate sale at the same price, and thus the du- 

ty saved, &c. <$*c. He was of course in favor 
of the amendment now under consideration. 

Mr. Warfield next spoke, at considerable 
length, against the principle of the bill and 
in reply to the arguments used in its support. 
He denied that the system of auction sales 
could properly be considered as a monopo- 
ly, or that it produced the deleterious effects 
ascribed to it. He was disposed to let com- 

merce regulate itselt, as much as we could 
with a due regard to the public interest. He 
was thereto™ opposed to patsingany law' on 

this subject; but, if any law respecting it 

wTeie to pass, he was in lavor of its being a- | 
mended as now proposed by the gentleman 
horn New-Yoik. He believed the operation i 

of this bill would be to encroach in a cer- 

tain degree (for the benefit of another intei- 
est) on the agricultural interest of the coun- ! 
try ; and he was therefore entirely opposed 
to its passage in any »hape. 

Mr. Kinsey spoke in support of the bill. 
He auveried to the numerous petitions which 
had bten presented m lavor ol this bill, from 
various clashes 01 society, as affording the 

strongest evidence this house count have in 
lavor of the measure now betore the house, j 
He recounted the details ot the operation of1 
these auction sales as converting the whole 
buaineaa ot trade into a system ot hazard ami 
of chance, having a most demoralizing effect; 
and, whatever gentlemen uiignt say, tie con- 

tended tms was a consideration entitled to 
the respect ot tins house—our government 
itself being lounded on public morals, lie 
added niuiiy otner arguments ; and invoked 
the parental care ol Congress to the sinkiug 
American manufacturer and merchant irom 
the elftct ol these sales at auction for the 
heiithi ot foreign competitors, &c. 

Mr. baiawin again spoke in support of the 
bill. He did not consider the duty ol ten 

percent, as a prohibitory duty : it was not, 
he said, intended to be such, nor did he be- 
lieve, irom ail the information he had recei- 
ved, that it would have that operation. He 
examined more fully the deleterious opera- 
tion ol the present system of trade, <5rc. and 
argued that anticipations ol punctuality in 

the tulure payment ol duties ought uot to be 
formed on tne report ol the secretary ol the 

treasury on that subject; and that it would 
not be surprising if the loss this year, by 
failures, &c. should equal the losses of the 

ihirty years preceding, or one million ol dol- 
lars. 

Mr Johnson, of Virginia, again address- 
ed the house, aud replied to Mr. Baldwin’s 
arguments—maintaining the importance to 
this nation of commerce and navigation, both 
which the system of which this bill was a 

part went to destroy; and this, after a bloody 
but victorious war, had l\een commenced and 
maintained for free trade and sailors’ rights. 

Having achieved at such a sacrifice these 

great objects, he deprecate^! their,surrender, 
by the policy proposed fly the system of 

which this bill was a part, &c. &C; 

Mr. Meigs, of N. York, entered'into a se- 

ries of arguments, and referred to a number 

of facts, to shew the beneficial operation 
which this bill would, to ? certain degree, 
have on the domestic industry of the nation 

generally; to which great object he was 

friendly. Though, therefore, the bill might 
afford perhaps but little aid to manufactures, 

he was in favor of it. 

The question was then taken on reducing 

the duty (in the above section) from ten per 

cent, to two and a haf per cent.; and was 

negatived, without a count. 

Mr. Strong, of New-York, then, for the 

purpose of destroying the bill, moved to 

strike out the first section thereof, and fol- 

lowed his motion by a speech of some length 
against the bill—contending that the sales 

proposed to be so highly taxed, were not in- 

jurious to the interest of the community ; that 
! whether the tax was intended for prohibition 
or for revenue, it would be partial,and would 

be defeated by the sales of goods in com- 

mission stores &c. 
The motion to strike out the first sec- 

tion was negatived— 
Ayes 59 
Noes 75 

Mr. Butler, of N. H. then moved to strike 
out Ten and insert Five per cent. 

Mr. Wendover moved to strike out Ten, 
and insert Eight. 

The latter motion, being first tried, was 

negatived. 
The motion to substitute five per cent, 

for ten was also negatived— 
Ayes 64 

Noes 7o 

Mr. Culbrttb moved to strike out Ten, 
and insert Six per cent ; which motion he 
made because he \v;:s friendly to the ob- 

ject of the bill, and because he feared that, 
unless the duty were reduced, the bill would 
be lost. 

I ins motion was also negatived. 
Various amendments were then succes- 

sively offered to the details of the bill, 
some of which were accepted, and many 

rejected ; in the proposition or discussion 
of which. Messrs. Smith, of Md. Baldwin, 
Culbreth, VVendover, Whitman, Silsbee, 
Foot, Hill, M’Clean,of Ken. Beecher, and 
Nelson, of Va. were most active. 

The bill was so amended, on motion ot 

Mr. Baldwin, as ‘o t3ke effect from and al- 

ter the 3olh of June next. 
The bill having been gone through, and 

the blanks therein all filled, 
The committee rose and reported the 

hill and amendments to the house, and the 
amendments were all concurred in ; and, 
af»er receiving some further modification. 

Mr. Tracy of N. York, moved that the 
bill be indefinitely postponed which mo- 

tion was decided in the negative by yeas 
and nays as follows : 

For (be indefinite postponement 66 

Against it 83 
Mr. Butler, of New-Hampshire, renew- 

ed the motion to strike out Ten and insert 
Five per cent as the duty ; and the yeas and 
nays were called but refused. The motion 
was lost. 

Mr Storrs, moved to strike out Ten and 
insert Three per cent ; which was also ne- 

gatived. 
Mr. Smiih, of Maryland, moved to strike ; 

out the 13th section which provides that if j 
any goods imported shall sell for more than j 
the prime cost an additional duty of-per 
cent shall be laid on such sale. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Culb:eth renewed his motion to 

strike out Ten and insert Six, per cent; 
which was negatived 

The question was then taken on order- 
ing the bill to be •ugrossed and read a third 
time, and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows • 

Yeas 72 
Nays 77 

So the bill was lejected. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Butler, 

of N. H. that the house do now reconsi- 

der this vote ; but before deciding this 

question— 
About 5 o’clock, the house adjourned. 

PORUGUESE OUTRAGE OK TUE AMER1 
CAN FLAG. 

It will be seen below, in an extract 
from a letter written from on board the 

! U. S. ship Franklin. 74, that a serious 
outrage was committed on the Ameri 
ran flag, at Porto Praj a, the residence 
of ihe governor general of the Portu- 
guese settlements at the Cape de Verde 
islands. 

j It is to be regretted that, in conse- 

quence of a gale of wind springing up 
the Franklin was unable to take a po. 
sition and return the “ compliment.” 

[Nat. bit. 
“ In getting under way from Porto 

Praya about 8 P. M. on the 29th ult. 
two batteries commenced a fire on us, 
and continued it until we were out of 
gun shot. The vessel sustained no da- 
mage, except a shot through her forc- 
top-sail. The Com. immediately called 

; a council of war, ami it was determined 

to attack the town on the next morning. 
We accordingly made all preparation, 
but unfortunately for us, the wind in- 

creased to a gale, and the ship drifted 
to leeward, of the Port. On next morn 

ing a boat came along side, with a let- 
ter from the Consul, stating that the 
officers and men engaged in making the 

assault, had been confined. This was 

not thought a sufficient satisfaction, and 
we continued to beat to windward duiv 

ing the day, with the hope of getting 
op, and obtairing ample satisfaction, 
for the insult offered to our flag; but, 
the wind increasing, and but little pro- 
bability of heating up for severnl days* 
induced the Commodore to bear away. 
It appears to have been an intentional 
mistake on the part ol the governor, 
who had previously to our arrival, or 

dered his officers to fire into any Ame- 
rican vessel, that should attempt to 
leave the Port without his permission. 
This order he had neglected to counter- 
mand, and it is hardly possible for him 
to have forgotton it. The order seems 

to have originated from several priva- 
teers having been there, under Ameri- 
can colors, which cannot justify his con 

_ 

duct. 
Note.—Their pusillanimous conduct 

during the late war, in suffering the 
Gen. Armstrong privateer, in the port 
ofFayal, to be attacked by a British 
force ; the surrender of the British sch. 
Elizabeth, captured by Com. Porter, 
at Rio Janeiro, in 1813, and many o. 

ther grievances, remain to be atoned 
for ;-and which will not, it is 

hoped, be overlooked by our govern- 
ment, a9 a set off against a recent de. 
maud made by them upor the U. States 
for ** vessels insulted, robbed, or captu- 
red, by the pirates,” (under Artigas* 
commission.) 

Extract of a letter to a gentleman in 
Baltimore, dated 

St. Louis, 31st March, IS20. 
« Business to the westward of the 

mountains, lias, since the River opened 
assumed considerable activity. To get 
their surplus produce to market in due 
season, requires industry and exertion, 
—The few purchasers in the market, 
and the consequent small demand, ami 
low prices, has induced the traders of 
the country, and in many instances, the 

planter and farmer to send their pro- 
duce to New Orleans, on their own ac- 

count, calculating to get higher prices 
there; but two days before \ left Louis- 
ville, which was the 14th inst. they re 

ceived accounts from the first boats that 
went there. The letters I saw from 
New Orleans, state that money was 

scarce and no orders in the market from 
Europe or the Atlantic states ; no sales 
were effected, that tobacco would pro- 
bably be at $4 ; flour at S3 per bid.; 
pork and whiskey in about the same 

ratio. 1 found considerable difficulty 
in making *uch a selection ot tobacco ! 

as suited me besides the patience neces- 

sary to purchase at the inspection offi- 
ces ; l had the jealousy or envy of a 

number of hungry mei chants to con 

tend with, and even the inspectors of 
tobacco themselves, who were hired 
hv others to purchase fur them, but as 

they all had (heir limits, by out binding 
1 purchased all the good, or rather 

prime tobacco inspected. They run me 

up to S3 1-3 per hundred, and 1 only 
bought 150 hhds preferring to tiustto! 
the New Orleans market to make up j 
the residue of my cargo—My tobacco 
will cost me not much over 3 dollars 

having had the best manageable funds 
for tile times—my bees wax, 1 am in 

hopes to do better with than tobacco, 
and 1 trust I shall he able to procure 
cotton at the Natclies on terms that 
promise better than tobacco. I feel re- 

joiced that none of my friends to the 
eastward, were willing to adventure 
their property to the westward, for i 
can assure you, 1 had enough of my 
own to occupy me ; 1 would not, nor 

could not make purchases to westward 
for any considerable amount, for 10 per 
cent commission, that is to do them 
justice, and without that I would not 

attempt it— 1 believe so large a lot of 

prime tobacco as i have, was never be. 
tui'“ procured in Kentucky in so short 
a time. I have none bad, and but lew 
that arc not prime. 

1 am not sorry to have visited this 
western world, for it always appeared 
a mystery to me, how so much wealth 
could be obtained out of the earth m a 

new world, that tweniv years ago was 

a wilderness ; but coming, an easy and 
obvious solution presented itself, the 

I earth for the first eight or ten years 
yielded but a scanty supply of the first 
and absolute necessaries of life, and the 

emigrants who first came brought with 
them barely money enough to make the 
first entries of their purchase lands hut 

those visionary tales of the physical 
wealth of the country, told in the At- 
lantic states, gave to an inhabitant here 
*uch unlimited credit, that he had only 
lo buy a bioken winded horse, to take 
him across the mountains, and declare 
himself an inhabitant of Kentucky or 

Ohio, and that he wanted credit, to ob- 

tain an unlimited anmiu.t: this 
in room of being applied t0 
pro* enunt 'of agriculture, 
in house l«>ts in some new town ai r.0 
1000 to 8000 dcflars per lot, *to ^ 
a large useless brick building on 
if their rredil to the eastward j-J?' 
they would be concerned in s,^1^ 
bank, with an ideal capital, and J? 
the rags of this bank to ibis useless!' 
travagancc—the most of the luilij1 
in Lexington and Cincinnati, are V? 
on such capitals, the money 
it with came from individuals p,J 
eastward, the Cnited States Bank 

* 

cheating the laboring part of the ^ 
munity, with their banks of 1110014^ 
I do not exaggerate when | Sav ^ 
whole of the western ciunitry, a’jlf ■' 

complete bankruptcy ; the hind % 
have purchased here, the buildingsthc 
have erected, together w i»h all the 
provements made since the first sc*t;je 
built his cabin in tliese newgt^- 
would not biing enough v\ ere it put., 
der the hammer, to pay their debts 

The report to congress of debts dm 
to the U. States Bank west of ^ 
tains is 87,000.0-0 
Do of land sold 

since opening 
the land olti- 
ces, 44,000,000 

Payment receiv- 
ed from do. 
1 speak from 
memory, and 
in round num- 

bers, )32,000,000 
Leaving a sum due to go- 

vernment on lands, 22,000,00$ 
The sum due to individuals 

in the Atlantic States bv 
•» 

do. cannot be estimated 
less than 10,000,000 

39,01)0,1.00 
Such ideal wealth may without muct 

straining be compared to the South $ti 
Scheme : the bubble is now burst, and wbil* 
passing through Herculaneum, Missouri Ter- 
ritory, the property of Mr. Austin, former- 
ly ot Connecticut, of that place, ms 

sold by the 3heriff, one tract of excellent 
land 9 miles square, where the best of the 
lead mines are worked, and for which be 
was offered by a company from N. York, 
over eighty thousand dollars for 19 Sopeit; 
only three years before, and on winch, «• 

wards he erected buildings, and made ic- 
provements, to the amount of 3.ooe dollar, 
all this brought at real sale 7,I2o dolls, oi- 

ly, making only about I3f cents per acr? 

nothing for buildings and improvements: 
some small lots under loleraLle improv 
ments sold much better, they averaged i- 

bout 25 cts.per acre. Since the passage-' 
the Missouri bill their hopes are rev/rei, 
great calculations are made on the property 
that is to be brought into the tenitorj hj 
the emigrants from the slave holding state:. 

This is but an illusion, formed by a distem- 

pered imagination. No man ot opulence 
in bis «ober senses, will abandon a cultiva- 
ted society, his friends and relations, aci 

settle in a place where every thing is 
and rude about him. Your iriend, £c. 

MONODY 
ON THE 

DEATH OF DECATUR. 
BY A SOUTH CAROLINA*. 

Sweet scented flowers on beauty’s grave 
We strew—but tor the honored brave, 
The (alien Conqueror ol he Wave- 

Let ocean's flag aUorn the bier, 
And be the Fait of Glory there! 

Tri-coloured France ! ’twas first with 
He braved the battles ot the sea ; 
And many i son ot ihine he gave 
A resting place beneath the wave. 

Feareu in the fight—beloved in peace— 
In death the teuds ol valor cease. 

Then let thy virgin lilies shed 
Their fragant whiteness o’er his head. 
They grace a hero’s lorm w ithin 

! As spotless as unstained of sin. 

| Come, Savage, from the Lybian shore, 
Kneel at his grave, who—b3thed in 
Avenged his brother’s murder on you1 

* 

And drenched with coward blood the£lD 7 

wreck. 
Lives in your mind that death*di?p*n'! 

The purple ambush and the sabred fejjj 
The blazing frigate—and the canon * m 

That shamed your warriors flying10 me- 

Who, panick striken, plunged into 
And tound the death they vainly liUP 

flee. 

Now, silent, cold, inanimate he lies, 

| Who sought the conflict and aclneiu 

Here, Savage, pause ! The 
Revels on him—w ho ruled the ha 

I His country’s call—though oleedmt, 
tears— »,«»$, 

Not e’en his country’s call the hero 

The floating streamers that bis fime 

Repose iu honored folds upon his jr 
_ 

And glory’s lamp, with patriot sorr 

; Shall blaze eternal on Decatur s neu> 

Britania!—noble-hearted foe ■ 

Hast thou no funeral flowers ot 

I To grace his sepulchre ?—>vho ne 

Shall meet thy warriors on the pmp. 
His pride to conquer—and his J°y 
In triumph generous, as in battle tj 
Heroic—ardent—when a captive &. ^ 

1 Feeling, as valiant—thou deplore- tuefiiJ 
And those thy sous who met him ,• 

Shall weep with manly teax^ the 
1 away. : 


