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T6 THE EDITOR OF THE ALEXANDRIA GA- 

eette. 

1 ha»e noticed, with concern, thatSydnor 
Bailey ,ot Loudoeo, is announced in the pub- 
lic papers as the opponent of Col. Mercer, 

at our next Congressional election, and have 

looked for some public explication of his 

motives to warrant, what appears to me, 

so strange a procedure, but as yet have 

looked in vain. Wherefore is this oppose 

tion among federalists? Has Cob Mercer 

disappointed the expectation ot those, who 

heretofore elected him? Has he neglected 
his public duties, or so performed them, as 

to give just grounds of complaiDt to his dis- 

trict or his country? I believe not. On the 

contrary, he has been an industrious, a vi- 

gilant, and an useful member—II be is e- 

qua) in talents and intention to his opponent, 
why make a change? Where is the policy 
of turning out a man well acquainted with 

the duties of his office, and possessed of in- 

formation on various and impertant subjects, 
leit unfinished at the close or this session 01 

Congress, but to be acted on at the next, 

and putting into bn place, another to whom 

all these matters will be new, Why? I re- 

peat, make a change that will be produc- 
tive of no public utility: 1 bat Mr. Bailey 
is better qualified, by genius or education, 

to render the required service.than Colonel 

Mercer, is not asserted, I presume, by him- 

self, or by bia warmest friend. Those who 

know both, know this not to be the case.— 

Does he, then, deserve a preference on ac- 

count of past services? No-there is no such 

claim set up for him. Mr. Bailey is a good 
neighbor and a good practical farmer; but 

to any uncommon depth ol political know- 

ledge, or to credit lor any extraordinary 
public services, in a civil or military capa- 

city, he can make no just pretension. He 

has refused to act as a justice of the peace 
in his county, although recommended by 
the court and commissioned by the gover- 
nor- He has refused to take a commission 
in the militia. He has refused (when invi- 

ted) to be a candidate for the state legisla- 
ture. saying he had no wish to go into pub- 

"Tic lile, and could not leave his family.— 
He has, in fact, spent his life industriously, 
serving himself at home, whilst Col. Mer- 

cer has given ireely loth his time and his 

talents in various stations to the service of 

the public, whenever occasion required 
them. When Col. Mercer, during the last 

war, was exposing himseii to the climate 

of JYorfolk, not less to he dreaded by a man 

from the upper country than the bayonets 
of the enemy. Where then was Mr. Bai- 

ley? I answer, he was at home, enjoying 
the society of his friends, and taking care 

of bis private affairs. I mention not these 

things to his reproach. He was not bound 

by law to serve as a justice of the peace, 
nor take a commission in the militia, nor to 

be a candidate for the state legislature, nor 

to serve in person in the militia, (although 
bis country was invaded by a foreign foe) if 
his money would get a substitute; but I 
meution them as evidences that Mr. Bailey 
has never made any sacrifice of time or trou- 

ble in performing duties that produce little 
honor and no profit. 

Both candidates are avowed federalists— 
neither can claim a preference on that score: 

Happily for our country the distinction be- 
tween federalist and republican is nearly 
lost—it scarcely remains in name, and does 
not exist in fact, if we judge from the votes 

-lately given in congress on any and every 

subject. I trust there is too much good 
sense among those denominated (in older 

times) republicans, to allow a prejudice a- 

rising from former opposition, when they 
voted against colonel Mercer upon princi- 
ple to operate on them at this time, when 
no principle of the sort is involved. 

1 wi?h not to disparage Mr. Bailey; but 
should he succeed in the present contest, I 
must think it will be owing to resentment 
in the republican party, unreasonably ex- 

tended to Col. Mercer, growing out of for- 
mer opposition, or to a versatility of public 
opinion, sometimes, and certainly in the pre- 
sent instance, unaccountable in its cause, 
which has given to the enemies of republi- 
can government too just grounds for the 

charge that "republics are ungrateful." 
A LOUDOUN FREEHOLDER. 

H ashington Mar. 14 
TR0F. »FW9 FROM THE FR'OATE GOKGRESS. 

This vessel was left at Lintin on the 7th 
of November, and was expected to sail lor 
ibe United States on the ?Oth ol the same 

month, taking under convoy such American 
vessels a* might be ready and desirous to 

•ail with her. -. [A'cit. Int. 
OSAGE WAR. 

Understanding that the report of a war 

Laving broken out in the Arkansas country, 
between (be Osages and Cherokees, has 

given rise to much uneasiness to the friends 
of ibe Missionary family recently gone in 

thst direction, we think it proper to state, 
that later account* make no mention of it) 
that no account of it is given in official let. 
ters received in this city; and that there is 

every leason to believe it to De entirely 
without foundation. 

Eitract of a letter from an officer in the U- 
nited States’ Army, to bis friend in the 
town of Portland, dated 

bt. Peters, Missourit. Sept. 22. 

"We are building a permanent garrison, 
but shall not be able to complete *t this sea- 

son. The Indians'appear we’l disposed to- 

wards us at present, but I should not be sur- 

prised to find halt the regiment scalped to- 

morrow morning, as we are living at their 
mercy. If we succeed in quieting them until 
December,we shall then be better prepared. 
We nerergo to bed without preparing tor an 

attack—they are so treacherous we know 
not when we are safe. 

We have just learned that 300 Indians will 

arrive at ibis place te-night or inftbe morn- 

ing to rescue two of their party, which Col. 
Snelling took and confined as hostages, tor 

murder, committed in July last; but I assure 

you they’ll have bard fighting first, as Snel- 

ling is one of one old Tippacanoe boys who 
are not easily frightened. I hope, therefore, 
we shall be able to give a good account of 
ourselves in case they make an assault. 

The late Queen Regnant of Portugal be- 
came insame, as is well known. Her delu- 
sion was a belief, that she was undergoing 
tbe torments of the infernal regions. Yet 
she was so rational, upon every other point 
that when applied to by her son, the presant 
King, to accompany the flight to Brazil she j 
replied, that she thought it dishonorable for 
a Prince to abandon such faithful subjects ! 
as tbe Portuguese, without at least some op- 
position to tbe invaders. 

The reason be does not return to Europe, 
is the dread be has of erossing the ocean ! 

The national Gazette hat presented the 
public with a translation ot the Portuguese 
Manifesto, upon the subject of the restora- 
tion of the Cortes. It is a brief and affeot- 
ing explication of the cruel suffering they 
sustained, from the time of the flight of their 
government to Brasil, through the decay of 
commerce and of every branch of national 
industry. They profess an unalterable fidel- 
ity, and coonsider themselves, as having i 

done no more than replace things upon their 
ancient and legitimate footing in the mo- 

tives to which, ‘‘the principles of an absurd 
and demoralizing philosophy, nor the chi- 
mercial pursiut ol an unimlited freedom,” 
had no share. They truly declare that they 
have never interfered in the internal affiirs 
ot other nations, and that from geographi- 
cal situation, they are incapable of dis- 
turbing the peace of others.”The conclu- 
ding language of the Manifesto expressed a 
noble resolution. ‘‘No nation firmly resol- 
ved to be free, has ever failed to become so. 

This is what encourages the Portuguese; 
and if they cannot compass the object, they 
will perish all to the last man,rather than sur 

vive the loss of their independence. This 
resolution, taken by a people, who so lately 
supported succesfully their independence, 
though a seven years struggle with France, 
cannot be lightly adanboned. 

We must not omit to mark a veryjustand 
important sentiineut, they urge, as connec- 
ted with that signal war. They obs »rve, 
that “imjpartial Europe, must coufess(altho’ 
justice is not always done) that it owes to 

them, in great part, the victories since gain- 
ed, in favor of the freedom and i ndependence 
of thrones andlnations.” Balt. pap. 

REPORT ON WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

By John Quincy Adams, Esq Secretary of 
Stale. 

In the baste which is generally produced 
by the pre»sure of business at the close of a 
session of Congress,our first notice of this 
Document was but slight. Since the 4th 
instant, time has been afforded tor an atten- 
live perusal of it; which enables us now to 
present our readers with a brief view of its 
contents. 

The utility of an uniform Standard of 
Weights and Measures may be properly ap- 
preciated, by considering that all which is 
lost or gained in the daily traffic of the com- 

munity, by tbe application ot false or de- 
fective Weights and Measures is an unjust 
advantage obtained, or an unjust disadvan- 
tage suffered, by the seller or tbe buyer. 
That is tbe duty of government to compel 
traders of every description to use one com- 
mon standard in their dealings, is, tbereiore, 
obvious, lor, it is the province of govern- 
ment to enforce justice in society; and this, 
indeed, can only be effected by the opera- 
tion of a sovereign will, which, as it relates 
to the regulation of human affairs, is the pe- 
culiar faculty of public authority. 

The usefulness of such a standard being 
apparent, it becomes, as a matter of course, 
an interesting object, to ascertain some 

principle by which it may be tested and 
fixed in its uniformity, and rendered inva- 
ri ble through all future time. This princi- 
ple, it is evident, must be sought for in some 

property of nature, determined by some in* 
vention of art. 

As the subject has occupied the attention 

of scientific men and of governments in ai) 
past ages, it would have been extraordinary 
it it had escaped the sagacity ot the wise 

men who framed the Federal Constitution. 
The importance of It, in their estimation, is 

proved by their having introduced it among 

the powers specifically delegated to the 

Congress; thus giving to it the character ot 

a necessary component eleoent of a na- 

tional legislation. 
As early as the fifteenth of January, 1799, 

the Congress referred to the formation ot a 

plan for establishing uniformity in the cur- 

rency, weights, and measurer, ot the United 

States, to the Secretary ot State. Mr. Jel- 

ferson then held that situation; and his re- 

port is brief, lucid, and valuable: But it was 

followed by no decisive legislative act. 
From 1790 until 1817, the topic bad been 

occasionally adverted to, with more or less 
effect on the public mind: when, in the lat- 
ter year, the Senate of the United States re- 

ferred the question again, in form, to the 
Secretary of State. The subject, in this 
manner, presented itself to Mr. Adams at 
his very entrance into the Department. It 
was, consequently, to be investigated in the 
intervals of various occupations: amidst ne- 

gotiations with foreign Ministers, duties of 
the interior administration, and the routine 
of office* The House ot Representatives 
called upon him for a statement concerning j 
weigbts and Measures at a later day; in; 
Dember, 1819. 

Following the tenor of the Resolution of 
the House of Representatives, the Secretaiy 
of State pursues the enquiry under three 
heads: 

1. The proceedings in foreign countries 
for establishing uniformity in Weights and 
Measures. 

2. The Regulations and Standards for 
Weights and Measures in the several States 
of the Union. 

3 Such propositions relative to the uni- 
formity of Weights and Measures as may 
be proper to be adopted in the United 
States. 

Introductory to his examination, and in 
reference to weights and measures them- 
selves, the Secretary considers the term un- 

iformity at applicable either to uniformity 
of identity or uniformity of proportion; 
meaning, by the former, a system founded 
on the principle of applying only one unit 
ol weights to all weighable articles, and one 
unit of measures ot capacity to all substan- 
ces, thus measured, liquid or dry; and, by 
the latter, a system admitting more than one 
unit of weights, and more than one of mea- 
sures of capacity; but in which all the 
weights and measures of capacity are in a 

uniform proportion with one another. Thus, 
tbe present weights and measures of the 
United States are, or were, as derived from 
the original English models, founded upon 
the uniformity ol proportion; whilst tbe new 
French metrology is founded upon the uni- 
formity of identity. 

After tracing the theoretical history of 
weights and measures to their original sour- 

ces in the nature and the necessities of man, 
connecting linear measure with individual 
existence; superficial, capacious, itinerary 
measures, and decimal arithmetic, with do- 
mestic society; weights and common stan- 
dards with evil society; money, coins, and 
all the elements of uniform metrology, with 
civil government and law; and, in corrobo- 
ration of this theory, adverting to the i 
weights, measures, and money, of the He- 
brews and the Greeks, whom he views as 

having sprung Irom the Egyptians; and of 
the Homans, who derived their standards 
from the Greeks; the Secretary of State 
passes to the English and the French sy«- 
tems; regarding them as the two, which, in 
modern times, from the attention that has 
been paid to them, scientifically and other- 
wise, merit the most particular scrutiny. I 

He demonstrates, from the early usarej 
and laws of England, that an English penny, 
called a sterling round, and without any 
clipping, weighed thirty-two wheat corns 
in the midst of the ear; that twenty of these 
pence made an ounce; and twelve ounces 
one pound; that eight of these pounds 
made a gallon of wine; and that eight gal- 
lons of wine made a London bushel, the 
same being the eighth part of a quarter: 
That, thus the money weight was identical 
with the silver coins; which gave a uniform- 
ity of proportion between the money weight 

i and the merchants' weight, exactly corres- 

ponding to that between the measure of 
wine and the measure of grain 

The Secretary then proceeds to shew how 
this system, the origin of which he refers to 
a very remote period ot antiquity, and to 
the nature and condition of man, was do- ■ 

ranged by the debasement of the coins in [ 
England, in different reigns, until, in the 
year 1496, a law, founded upon this de- 
based currency and an ignorant substitution 
of the troy for the old sterling pound, in- 
verted the order of tbe system, wholly de- 
stroyed the proportion, and all tbe uselul 
coincidences of weights and measures grow- 
ing out of it. He follows tbe English cus- 

toms and errors of legislation, through all 
their variations; shews how tbe avoirdu- 
pois was introduced as an accompaniment 

ot tbe troy weight, and how the proportion 
between these succeeded the old English 
proportions; and points out tbe successive 

incongruities introduced by unenlightened 
and perplexed enactments, down to the 
anomalies existing in tbe weights and mea- 

sures in use in Great Britain at this day. 
The secretarr of state then enters upon 

an examination of the French system of 

weights and measures; notices their exces- 

sive adversity prior to tbe late revolution 
and the proposal of the Bishop of Autun, 
the present Prince de Talleyrand, in 1790, 
to the members of tbe constituent assembly» 
for the foundation of a new system, upon 
the principle of a single and universal stan- 

dard The question having been referred 
to a committee of the Academy of Sciences, 
they, in their report, proposed that ten mil- 
lionth part of a quarter of the meridian 
should be tsk^n as tbe standaid unit of li* 
near measure, that, as a second slandardof 
comparison with it, the pendulum, vibrat- 

ing seconds at tbe forty-fifth degree of lati- 

tude, should be assumed, <$• that the weight 
of distilled water, at tbe point of fieezing, 
measured by a cubical vessel, in decimal 
proportion to linear standard, should deter- 
termine tbe standard of weights and of a 

vessels of capacity. This report was ap* 
pruved by a decree of the assembly; and 
the scientific operations, necessary to tbe 
execution of tbe plan, were assigned to 

four committees of the Academy. 
1 he Secretary exhibit! the progress of 

the requisite experiments until the modern 
standard metre of France was fixed, the 
cubic decimetre, or tenth part of the metre, 
of distilled water, at the temperature ol its 
greatest density, established as the kilo- 
gramme for a standard weight, with its 
thousandth part, being the gramme, for its 
unit; and the capacity of the vessel con- 

taining this water, under the name ol litre, 
made the standard of all measures, liquid 
or dry. The metre was applied to super- 
ficial and solid measures, according to their j 
proportions; the chain of ten metres being 
applied to land measure, and its square de- 
nominated an are The cubic metre was 

called a stere. A vocabulary of new de- 
nominations was then annexed to every 
weight and measure of this new system, 
the multiples of units whereof were deci- 
mally expressed in significant prefixed 
Greek syllables; their subdivisions being 
also decimally expressed, by similar pre- 
fixed syllables from the Latin language;— 
The whole nomenclature consisting of only 
twelve words; five of which denote the 
things, and seven the numbers. 

This system of metrology is the one 

at this time established by law in 
France. but, notwithstanding it is 
simple and perfect in theory, the peo- 
ple of that country have mainly reject- 
ed it in practice. The difficulty of un- 

learning old names associated with 
ideas already formed, the conclusion 
arising from the intermixture of new 

and old denominations, adapted, in 
different degrees, to the 6«roe objects; 
the arbitrary sounds of the new names 

to the mass of the nation, which has 
little or no acquaintance with the 
Greek and Latin languages; in short, 
habit, usage, and prior education, have 
prevented the ready adoption, within I 
the kingdom, of the modern French 
system of weights and measures; inso* 
much that the government of France j 

| has been necessitated to unite the old 
1 system to the new, and to explain, by 
proportional designations, the weights 
and measures of the latter, by the 
terms of the former, which alone are | 
familiar to the gn at majority of the ! 
inhabitants. These obstacles, which 
science and legislation have had to en 
counter in Fiance, are illustrated by 
the slow progress which the specific 
denominations of the coins of the Uni- 

I ted States have made in naturalizing 
1 themselves in the colloquial phraseolo j 
i gy of the different states of the Union; 
| in many of which, twenty-eight years 
after the coinage of money at the na-1 
tional mint, pounds, shillings and I 

pence, and the aliquot parts of the 
Spanish dollar, are the denominations 
used in general conversation. 

Admonished by experience, the Se- 
cretory of State, throughout bis re- 

port, is cautious of yielding bis assent 
; to radical alterations. He considers 
the actual metrology of the U. States 
and Great Britain as essentially the 
same; and thinks that any attempt at 
a change of weights and measures here 

| without a corresponding change else, 
where, would instead of tending to uni. 
fortuity, lead to a much gi eater diver, 
sily than now exists among us; not on. 

ly to a diversity arisingoutofa partial 
I contusion at home, but to a diversity 
separating us from the prevailing uni- 
formity between our present system 
and that of the >ast commercial empire 
ol Great Britain, with which we have 
a constant intercourse. 

Having discussed the first head of 
his subject, as to the proceedings in 
foreign countries for establishing uni. 
formity in weights and measures, the 
Secretary, in reference to the second 
head, gives a summary of the regula- 
tions and standards for weights and 

treasures in the several states 0f Union. These, he finds, Hith|itt, 
f,,! 

riation, the same in all the state., Va’ 
mg been originally copied from fr lisli standards; with the excentt 
those «f Louisiana, which 
French original. These latte, i 0{ 

..... n„ . e,» ho* 
* I tin•• w. x nrse latter I 
ever, are, l>j local legislation, 
way to the standards ol' the elder » 
rirun Kfutei) ? in tlmt a __ AIHi, rican states ; to that a very Jn 'eau' 
gree of uniformity exists Ihruuehl- 
the whole Republic. 6l,u« 

Proceeding to the third arid I 
head, the Secretary of State cntrrtai 
some doubts how far L’ongregg 

5 

constitutionally, exercise the pn^*' introducing an entire new svstrn 
metrology: lie rather inrlinraUl„■ 
opinion that the authority ig limile(j / the regulating ami the fixing *|,ltl, 
ready exists. This doubt he C#M| 

1 

nances by a suggestion of the iui|)ri!' In ability »f establishing any uaiiftiM 
system, except by the concurrence f the state governments, whose i„flutr 
lie regards as indispensable to -ireP 
feet to any law ot the Congress^ { 
subject. 

Ue inculcates, moreover, the utility of procrastination in the final adopt*, of any new system. The basis of ti! 
French metrology, he admits, i8 sufi 
ciently perfect, its elementary eaten 
ei»n being invariable, and compreh* ad 
ing whatever is susceptible of menaurt. 
tion by man. But its permanent 
tablishmnit, even in Fiance, be n. 
gards as doubtful. The scientific an, 
of that nation, to whose labors the St. 
cretary pays the just tribute of honors 
ble applause, coutinue the pursuit of 
their object wilh unabated *raJ; and 
those of Great Britain are equally ar. 
dent in their efforts to attain this great 
desideratum. Under the new order tl 
things in Spain, the attention of tin 
Cortes has been attracted to the sni. 
ject. The Secretary of State deems it 
advisable, therefore, with the avowed 
intention of securing the greatest poa. 
sible scope for the uniformity of 
weights and measures, that the ftxecu 
tive of the United States should be au 

tborized to invite intercommunication 
with the governments of these threi 
powers as the means of promoting th 
universal adoption of a common stai 
dard; not with the design of formjq 
any treaty stipulation concerning i; 
but that the principles being onret 

greed upon by all, each may give effect 
to the same standard, by a law of its 
own legislature. Yet, if the Coograi 
should conclude that it is expediemto 
take immediate steps fur the accoa* 

plishment of a more perfect uniform, 
ty of weights and measures within (hi 
United States, the Secretary 4in>po«ei 
that, without innovation, the act o 

Congress should embrace the foliu«in[ 
objects: 

“ 1. To declare what are the weight 
and measures to which the laws of (la 
United States refer, as the Irgi 
Weights and Measures of the Union. 

«* 2. To procure positive standard! 
of brass, copper, or such other materi- 
als as may be deemed advisable; of the 
yard, bushel, wine and beer gallon*, 
trsy and avoirdupois weights; to ht 

deposited in such public office, at ih( 
seat of government, as may be though 
most suitable. 

** 3. To furnish the Executive au- 

thorities of every state and territory 
with exact duplicates of the national 
standards deposited at the seat of go- 
vernment. 

“4. lo require, under suitable pe- 
nal sanctions, (fiat the weights and 
measures used at all the customhouse 
and land surveys, and post offices, and 
generally, by all officers under the au. 

thoiity of the United States, in the 
execution of thair Ja#», should be con. 

foi inable to the national standards. 
•• 5. To declare it penal to make or 

to use, with intent to defraud, an;«• 
ther weights and measures than such 
as shall be conformable to the stan- 
dards.” 

In coincidence with this course o! 

procedure, the Secretary suggests it as 

desirable that there should be procured 
ejact copies of the standard measure* 

in the exchequer of Great Britain.-* 
And upon our system, thus regulated, 
he further proposes to engraft the 

standard from nature of the new French 
system the metre, by defining in tbf 

act of Congress the exact proportion o 

the foot measure to that metre, sa-hici 

may be ascertained by a comparison 
of the identical measure, to be used as 

the standard linear measure of the Ir- 

ion, with the standard metre, in plating 
deposited in the national archives oi 

France. 
The Secretary of State in 8eveI^ 

parts of his Report, dissents from tw 

universal application of decimal srft•' 
meticto the multiples and subdivision! 
of weights and measures. In the com 

putaiion of mere numberst he *ft°* 

that it affords great facilities. But 

nature, in the variety of her forms* 
the composition of her substance® a® 

forces, does not always conform to J 
decimal ratio, and the wants and 


