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WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
PISPUTED POINTS OF OFFICIAL RANK,

SOW SENATORS, CABINET MINISTERS AXD DIPLO.
MATS HAVE CONTENDED FOR SOCIAL TRECK-
DENCE.

mumnmumnmormz TRIDUKE. ]

WastINGTON, Dee. 21.—The latest edition of the
Washington standard authority on the subject, Mrs.
Dahlgren’s “ Etiquette of Social Life,” makes an
amiable effort to sett'e the controversy in regard
to precedence at Presidential state  dinners, and
other great occasions, This social problem ante-
dates tho present century, and, indeod, is coeval
with the consti ution itself. It has various rawifica-
tions, and runs nto numerous puzzling details.
There was, no doubt, & wowan at the bottom of it;
and, indeed, so far as history throws light on the
subject, the ladies have headed the foroes on each
gide, in every one of the ninety and odd campaigns
of thas social war,

Among the radical canses of this eVer-roeurring
controversy, the elaim of superior rank on the
part of Senators over everybody elso exeept the
President stands first. From the oarliest times
they have claimed precedence over the members of
the Cabinet, over the Chiel Justice and his associ-
ates of the Supreme Court, over all foreign Minis-
ters of whatever grade, and over the Vieo-Presi-
dent himself, At least, such was the ground
originally taken by the Senators, onder the lead
of Aaron Burr, History shows that this high-
handed assnmption was made in secret conelave,
and was not divalged, according to Mr. John Quin-
¢y Adams, for more than twenty years, He states
in his diary that Mr. Gaillard, of South Carolina.
then President pro tem. of the Senate, called with
lus eolleague, Judge Smith, at the State Depurt-
ment, andinquired of him, then the Seqretary, if
there had been any new rales of etiquet o in regard
{0 visi ing es ablished; to which Mr. Adams
answered that there were certainly none to  his
knowledge, They then informed him that a rule
was adop'ed by Sena ors so long ngo as when Burr
was a member of 1he body, and drawn up by Burr,
ibat the Sena-ors should visit only the President of
1he Uni ed Stares, and that Mr. Rufus King had
yeferred them to a book in which it was recorded.

[his conversa ion oceurred in 1818, Burr served
in the Senate from 1701 to 1707; and yet Mr,
Adams, who served in the same body from1803 to
1508, had never beardof the secre! resolve—wri ten
in a “book,” He conld not mean thar the senato-
yinl code had not been observed. Or. it may have
gone into desuetude during the radical era of Jeffer-
son and Madison, aud wasnow 10 be revived under
the more aristoeratie, if milder, sway of Mr
Monroe., Mr. Adams stales that during his Seaato-
yia! term he invariably puaid the tirst visit to each
Secre ary ot the commencement of svery session—
excepting to Mr. Galla‘in, the Secretary of the
Treasary, who never roturncd lis firs: visit. He
never af erward visired him exeep’ on husiness at
hisoffice, Tt is said that Mr. Ga latin neither paid
nor rerurned visits (0 any oue, while he was a' the
head of the Treasury Departmens: fiom which it
may be mferred ha' he was uusocial in disposition,
gud that he saw li tle socioty, unless other digni-
taries were less exacting than the Massachusetis
Senator.

'The assumpiion by the Sena‘e of a diguity supe-
rior to that of the Viee-President involves—it must
be owned--some paradoxes. For, in the first place,
this whole social fabrie of the Republiean Cour
js only an imitation of hatof Grea Britain, Undera
sgtrict construction of the Constitntion™ there is
no place for it in the American system of wovern-
ment. Aunalogy to British unsage places the Viee-
President side by side with the Prince of Wales,
He is the heir apparant, and like the son of the
British Sovercign, ho ranks all other dignitaries,
and stands nex: to the head of the Govermment.
Another absurd consequence of the Senatorial as-
gnmption is the fact that it places the President
pro tem. of the Senate, in virtue of being n
Benator, above the Constitnsional President of the
body. In other words, the temporary subgtitute is
placed by it above his principal,

There wers other knotty problems growing on” of
the rival pratensions of the several elasses of public
functionaries, which puzzled the brains of former
generations, Among these were n chiristenimg and
o funeral.  Mr. Bagot, the British Minister, had in-
vited Mr. and Mrs. Adums to be preseut ai the chris-
tening of his child; which happy occasion was to
be followed by music and dancing, This was the
month following the death of Mr. Adams's mother,
They thought, therefore of attending the christen-
ing, and leaving before the dance commenced. Bat
pome malicions person put ont the preposterous
yeport that Mr, Adums was to stand proxy on the
interesting ocoasion for the Prinve Regont, as god-
£a hor to the chi d. The story reached the cas of
the President, Moaroe, who, Mr. Adams says, wus
thiown intoa s‘a e of tropidation about it, and
ealled on him—perhaps to protest azainst the pro-
ceedings—or at any rate to acertain what founda-
tion there was for the report. The Secretary was not
at all Asttered by this mark of Executive confidence
in his good sense and good taste, The result was
that Mr. and Mrs, Adans excused theniselves fo
non-attendence at the christening, on the ground
that they were for the time uot in the habit of
goine ont.

The foneral ecremony which gave rise to a ques-
tion of official prop-iety was the commemo atiou,
in the Catholic charch of this city, under the sos-
pices of the F ench Minister, of the death  of
Lonis XVI. This was in 1518, when Charles X.
was on the Frenchthrone, M. Hyde deNeuville, the
Minister, besitated ahout the prop ety of inviting
the members of  the Government 1o
be present at the service, The year
provions he had invited Mr. Monroe, the President,
who did not attend, and assiened asa eason  for
his absence that thers wers certain eirenmstances
in the feolings and sentiments of people in this
country which might make his attendance twprop-
er. M. de Neuville smd he was aware of this, and
the efore, in inviting the Secrctary of State, told
him that if he agreed with the Poesident that his
attendanes wonld under the circumstanees bo im-
sproper, ho was to congider his invitation as “non
avenu.” Mr, Adams, without accepting the invi-
tation, says he detenuined to go. He did so, and
gat in the same pew with Don Onis, the Spanish
Minister. *The mass” he says “was sho t, but
there was a foneral orationread by the Priest £ om
the text, Beclea, -2 *Vanity of vanities; all is van-
ity ¢ the most extraordinary composition of Jacol-
inism, heresv, and priest!” doottine that I ever
heard, A 1 thefo eign Mmisters and their ceations
were present, and llﬂ]hnir gravity eow'd notrestrain
some of them fiom laughter,”

The National Intelligencer of the time has no rofer-
ence to this ceremonial, neither before ity ocen -
rence nor after «a:d, Thee is neithe wlve tisement
no notice of it in advanee, nor report o eriticiam

afterma d. The Iakmqlmmr was  conside ed as the
mode' newspaper at that date, and was conducted
on the sentiment vhich govens in we'-b ed
socicty, that nothing is to bo said nbont the absent
unless 1t be favorable, It had no local departweat
and no repoit of events unofficia, unless they
were stuch as vave nna loved p sasure to the parties
conee ued, and trenched in no degree npon the fee
ings and as es of 0 hers.

The diplomatic dinners in_that day became the
fruitful Egum of otlicial jealousics and heart-burn-
25" Not only were the Senators organized into a

d phalanx 1or the assertion of their snperiority
over all other orders of society, but the Seerotaries
1 precedence over the Diplomatie Corps;
while the Lead of each department nsserted his
uality with every other, f‘rior to Me. Monioe's
the custom was for the Presideat

toinvite the secretary of State to be present at
dinners, and to take procedence of the

2 corps of forcigu Miuisters. This, Mr, Adams
forms us, was submitted to, inasmuch as thero
were uo Awbassado rumtham. It higd not been
the custom to juvite the other Becretaries on those
oocasiona; but Mr. Mouroe, whulﬂm' had
nokice served on b by the other u(“:lo -
ments that they claimed sutire equalit mtﬂ the
of State, and that they would regard it
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hﬁnt here came in another nlm:clo o ﬂ.wdln:-

y. The forcign Ministers were willing

to yield ence Lo 'ﬁ imed laty -
ve of the President, whom all thag official
was conducted, but they wers not willing

0 take places babind the other Seoretaries and ther
:}1?. st the foot of the table, and “below the
T

ont of this tion the President next
X "ﬂ':pmb'ﬂtkthc;a-
o such und in

ou
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ment: but this  was little better than
nmvl!.n ont of the g pan _into the
re. ‘I'e Ministers were not at all flattersd by
being invited to dine with of infe-

rior rank, or no rank, and in the .T.?..":'S-'or the Sec-
retary of State, with whom they wers accustom:

to meet on such oceasions, The slight to the Secre-
tary of Btate himself, became also the town talk,
n! without his knowledgn or participation.
‘T'hus discomfited, and at his wits' end, the Presi-
deut, on the next oceasion when a diplomatie din-
ner was to be given, appealed to Mr. Adaws for his
adviee. This was just after the death of Mr, Adams’s
mother, and ou that ground he excused himself from
heing nt year following his advice
was, that the Becrotaries should be invited, one at a

time, to be nt. Thissn on vas taken, and
becsme the practice, And thus harmony was re-
stored, Mr, Adams

?}wnn 1o think that Mr. Craw-
ford. the Secretary of the Treasary, was at the bot-
{om of this conspiracy awainst the social ascendency
of the Secretary of State. Each of these eminent
men was an aspirant to the Presidency, as successor
to Mr, Monroe, and their love for and confidenee in
each other was not altogether like that of Dumnon
and Pythias, Mr. Adams regarded his office as of
superior real fmportance to anv other, aud nd-
verts to the fact that two of his predecessors had
boen tranferred to the Presidency. These were Mr
Madison and the then President, Monroe.  Mr, Jef-
ferson had resigned the Seeretaryship of State nn-
der Washingtou in Decomber, 1700, and was oleoted
President in 1500, That office had, indeed, come to
be regarded as in the line of sure promo-
tion to the Presidency. Dot it s now man-
ifest, especially since the clossof the eivil war, that
the office of secretary of State has relatively de-
clined in importance, while that of Secrofary of
the Treasnry has imereased, The vast develop-
ment of wealth and population has rendered the
Nation less sensitive to the opinions and conduet of
foreigners, while the same cireumstances have

atly added to the importance of the financial
epurtment,

That the average United States Senator, in the
year of our Lord 1815, shonld have elaimed proce
dence over the Chief Justico when the illustrious
John Marshall held that office, is one of the curions
and langhable whimsicalities of Washington
society.

Mr. Adams expressed his contempt of these con-
troversies abont questions of etiquette, bnt records
the fact thatin 1819 they beeanw the special sub-
iuyt of a Cabinet meeting,” The President informed
him that Senators had made complaint “that the
Secrefury of State refuses to pay them the first
visit ». The President mentions the matter with
much delicacy, but observed that it counsed “un-
cusiness, heart-burnings, and severo eriticism,” and
expressed a wish that the heads of Departinents
would meet and agree upon soue Tule as regarnls
visiting., A Cabinet conneil was accordingly held
on the following Monday. 7The President  fa-
vored the Senatorial cfaim of precedence, and
added  that it would  be proper, also,
for the Secretaros to pay o first visit tothe members
of the House of Represcntatives, wio might other-
wise regurl the preference given to Benators as
wvidions,  In that day not one Senator or Member
of the Honse of Represontatives i fifty kopt honse
in this city, and it wonld, on_ this prineiple, have
been vecessary {or the hieads of Departments to hunt
them dowi., two hundred aud thirty in rumber, in
their cheap lodging Louses. The pay of menhers
was then six dollars per diem, :mh not a few of
thems  were  wike  enpough  to  earry home
the bulk of their wages, No  agrecment
upon & common rule was eome to. Moessra, Crawford
and Cslbonn, who were candulates for the 'resi-
dential suceesston, were willing to adopt the sug-
gesLion of the President, Up to that dute Presiden-
finl candidates were nominated by Congres<ional
cancuses: and henee the great importanc of heing
on goml terms with the members, Mr. Adams, how-
ever, though himself o Prestdential aspirant, held
out agaiust the proposed rile, and persisted m o the
sractice of visiting whom he pleased, without re.
gurid to olicial station, and hie addiessad Tetters to
the President and Viee-President in vindieation of
the cotrse which he had thus marked out for him-
self aud family.

THE PLAGIARINTIC WILDE S NEW LECTURE,

Frowm The Reltowt News Laltier,

Mr. Osear Wilide's leeture delivered in Dablin
vesterday was upon the somewliat vaene suhinet of
Pl he Honse Beantiful”; but as the stroug point of
the * sehool 7 of sham art to which this young My,
Wilde aftects to belong is nothing if not vagoe, it
conld nokbe oxpocted that the title of the lecture
snonll) convey a definite idea to any of the pahli
except those who have been let into the secret of
the “school.” A Beautiful Honse™ couveys i
detimte iden to every persan, hut **The House Bean-
tifnl® means something far beyomd w Deantifal
house in the ideaof thoss pseudo-artistio peo e whio
g to hear voune Mr.Wilide lectare, It wotlil not e
Too much o say thiat overy sentence spoken by Mr.
Oscar Wilide was outside the region of controversy,
nor won i it be too mneh to say that every sentanee
he uttered conveyed a truth that had heen enuncia-
ted years ugo by some of those genuine workors u
art, not merely talkers upon art, whe have brought
the seience of decoration to the position it at pivs-
ent ocenpics in this country.

Mr. Wilde's leotnre wans really nothing more than
a series of platitudes, It is really mnusing to hear
1his young gentlan ery ong against the flowered
wall paper of the past, and the coal boxes with the
views of Melross Albey.  Whoon earth would yow-
adays buy 1 eonl box so ormamented, wo shou d like
to know.  ‘I'be dotmestic art of the carly part of the
Victorian period is certainly defoner, ot jis death
was ot bronght abont by any effort of yonne Mr,
Wilde, The attitude assomed by this gentleman
in stumping the conntry is precigely the mame as
that of the domestic fow] which s acereditod with
the behef that the sun dmily rises in_answer fo (I
Mr. William Morrig’s  wall-papers  and

("‘.‘I‘ 2%
Messra, Liberty & Co's v:{unlmt'- faliries  hald
enined popularity Jong before Mr, W We commeneed

his lestures, just as Holywell-st. existed loug -
fore Mr, Wilide pablished his indecen: poetry,
thers 18 o man notorionsly behind the aee it s this
Mr. Oxear Wilde, who burus to conntinicate to the
world things which the world understands very
much more fully than Mr. Oscar Wilde,

—_—
WOMEN IN A UNIVERSITY TOIFN,

Prom The Lovilen Truth.

Cakes and ale ont of the May Term at Cambridie
inoertainly an innovation sinee my time, The Au-
tomn Termn was never the busiest, hut it wis un-
broken by the serions dissipation that lus bowen
invading the place nnder coverof thie Greek plays at

Girton and in the oul vink transformed into a Greek
theatre, near  the wt-office, Cousins,  sisters,
mothors, all over the pluee, aud all got up
under the pretence of withessing the Greek  play
to which not half of them go. and ot
L' wlhio do " wisderstand wlint
they hear, even “‘1!“ the aid of Hooklam

Frems exeallent trunsiation,
me, ** Whast's the conseuenes of these tireok plays

An old Don said (o |

aml othor entertsinments, whiteh threaten to beeome |

chronic? The wen waste a whole torun  Theso
men, for instance—asome of them good seholiars, who
ought to be reading—linve hoen dang wig o foaling
about in their character of hirds ¢ winen  they
csnie up, and the friskivess thus begotten will lust
up to Christmas.” ~

“You tiuke & gloomy view," Tsaid, “of what is
aftor all the nost severe and scholastio form of
amusement, ™

wxpvers gl scholastie! Rabhish! The ma n
fncertive is the women”

“ What do you mean 1" 1 asked in astonishe #nt,
T e 15 nof B WOt aetor on the =tage i The
Birds,” and the Girton wisls wou't allow wny wen
exeept their papas and tutos,

 Look st the women in the stalls, "urowled the
ernsty old fellow; 1 tell you they are at the bat-
rorn of it.  They will huve amuseuent, and they a
disorgauizing the vaiversity.” ) )

“Pray explain "'uurmll.' 1 said. * You don't
surely mean that the presoice of @ lew rosy-cliveked
widle-eyerd consins and sistors, who cowe up for n
Juy or twa to peep mto their brothers' college
rooma, and soften their manners, disorganize the
aiversity 1

‘The uracls of the eombination room laid lus arm
Mo e, anil, low g his voion moie confiden-
tially us 0 youug Dun with a Ty om s apun, ful-
lowsd by @& nurse with a buby, passad 1
“ Listen, "Lisnot the ontsderss 'tis tl
o have doneit,  Thore aie two sides
pew-fangled marringes of Fellows, Do
conder tow of red brick bouses {71 Jouked scross
i':u‘lu:]"a'pit'l'!:. and saw whist b called St Andrew's
terruce.  * Who lives there, and who lives furthes
o, all the way up w the stavion—and who lives
everywhere 17 }

o PCunderstand,” Tead, Al these new buildings
have sproug up in consequence of the wouen iz

“ Just so; directly and inducetly; the pluce
awarms  with  them: even the Girlou and
Nownban wovoment contributes to the confusion,
W here women are, men will fock; and where men
are, wotnen will tlock if they ean get an excusc, fo-
gardless of their professing to despise mankind,”

LU
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HEAD-DEESSED DINNER-PARTILS,

Frow The Whtchall Review. :

Parik, it scoms, his invented a new wmusciment : 1t
given what are called dinuer parties s (e, at which
wach of the gnests must coma with his head made up
to reprosent solmns listorical persun, or ot least in 1he
style of some pictiuresque period,  Only the head is
o be mado op; the rest of the body may be elothed
in the undinary garb of the nineteenth contury. Ax
one reads of tls strange custon, ons caunot belp
thinking how very ludicrous a diuner party got up
ot Uhis pinn must appear to thi more reasouablo
its members, shd how curiously appropriats

i.:“::g mouth of cach guest miﬁht be the words of
the Athenian weaver Bottom—* What do you seo
You see il ss- of your own, dn‘\‘rm "

two continents

te, who lad amuscd
wfiﬂhﬁ%d I.'lril clothes, llnl.uly tried 1o carry vut

B i  the now plan v Londou by going
thuﬂ:tﬂ' :u 1Al ' \Ellk his head made up in
what he fondly fancied to be the Tikenens of &
Roman emperor ; but it was not o great success,

____——’-—-—_.—.
A Birp oF¥ Fargposu!—Scene—The Bird-
Hbop on tho Par-

. m “y ."f"
e e » Nowlm Bl * it &

Nawi"'— “*ain't o Nawk; e u Newgle;
felublon of tho blooming couBsY . y

o 1

clatma and rovements st an
| could get for anllll'n.ls

WESTERN LAND-GRABBING.
HOW THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 18 DESPOILED.

VIEWE AND SUGGESTIONS OF EX-REPRESENTATIVE
WILLIAME, LAND OFFICE REGISTER AT “‘ATEI‘-
TOWN, DAKOTA.

[FROM AX OCCASIONAL CORRESPOXDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.]

WareErTOWY, Dak,, Dee. 15,—An interview
with Epecial Agent Bickford of the Dismarck Land Dis
trict, recently published fn Toe Trirose, has attracted
considerable attention fn thia looality in two particlars :

Pirst, as Indlcating the extent of the frands committed In

conneetlon with the appropriation of lands, and, srcond,

an evidence of a purpose on the part of the Government to
meet and overcome the evils. The pablic lands of the

Northwest, at the presont rate of progress, will soom he

exhansted, and how many thousands of acres hava boen

stolen will probably never be kmown, The business seems

1o hwve heen eonducted in the past with a view to gelting

i of fthe land upon the slightest pretext of a

elaim.  Great Infustics has  eonsequently been
wronght to  Dona fide scitlers,  while  the
gralibers have  everywhere  profited, The Wor-

thy man, with his lttle fawily and Hmited means,
aettles upon his goarter section on the prairie. He en-
dires the hardships of a ploneer Ufe and suffers grent
privations in order to cownply  conselontiously with the
law reapecting ** continuous residenee”  Bowe morning
he beholds an elght by ten shanty lgoming up on the
quarter seotion  adjoining, and  he bs fattered with the
thonght of baving # nelghbor. Tn a twinkling all nlgna
of 1ifo dlsappear.  The ahauty alone remadns. Baome
thue, perhaps, during the sioonadting six monthe, be secs
o man walking ahout with his  handas in his pockets, und
osplos a streak of smoke lssning from the stavepipe that
projects from the shanfy. #oan he learns that Lls
“nelghnor” has v proved up. " Tmpelled by enrfoslty
he makea Inquiry, and finds that the man Is u aaloon
keeper, or o drugelst, or a doetor, ora lawyer, or perhaps
a minister In o distant town. The next thing ho hears,
the quarter seetion has changed owners In conalderation
of o fow bundred doellars. If he wrrn to sxamine the
proofs e would observe that flat perjary was the orlginal
price of the luul

The action of the Government in appolnting specind
arenta be havine the elect of terrifying the erabbors. Tue
district land oiffcers are themselves alinost powerless,
Er parte afdavita in prool are submitted amd In the
pature of things scceptod,  Tols here that the work of tha
special agent begine.  Inany donitful or suapleions case
liim serviees are pequired for investigation, and irregnlarcl-
ty works forforture, and perfury entalls prosecution, when
the law is effeetively sdmininistered,

LITERAL COMPLIANCE WITI TITE LAW,

Tpon this whole enbieet the views of the Aon, O 0,
Willlama, Iate Representative in Congress from Wisconsin,
and now Registor of the United States Land Offlice at this
plivee, may be interesting., Being asked whethor he he-
Hoved that o large amount of frand had baen parpetrated
upan the Government fn the eutry of tands o his distriet,
e repliod :

wYes, aniino. Inthe sense of literal enmpliancs with
Inw, 0 laree anmber of entries woitlil not stawd the 1est
Take, for instanoe, the guestion of coutinunl residenes on
homestead and precmption elaima, 1 the clalmant s
required ta live continnously for six montha on Iibs v lalm,
amd ot teave it more than the establizhed farmer would
leiive s homestend, a very small proportion ol «laim-
ants, even of those who make osth to o antinnmis resl
demes, comnly with the law. Many unguestionahiy s
Hat the question, s well o= the sitantion, 14 8 tigel one,
degiending largely on good faith puid the reasonable en
deavor of the seitler.

It {5 enay 1o sy that 4 oan shall lva on a elalm slx
months, or five years, as the ense may bes but the iteral

fulfitment of the requirement ls quite another matter,
Muny howest setilera are poor, A large propartion of |
them are vounz men from twenty -five to th!

¥ years of

fge, aud anmaredsd, have acemmulatad means |
enoneh teget to Dakota, They enler a ploce of lanid, |
hreak five or tien @ , or hire it broke, haibl aelalin |
rabin 10 by 12, and die o well: and then thelr means g

exhansted, larse nombers of theas have no toatis
ey cannot work the raw pralrics th theie hands, and |
80 they seek work ¢lsewhere, lving om thelr elabms all
they can, and eventually making them thelr
In a1l suel casen, whepe the existenes of gowl
nt

actunl

hom
fulth e establishnd, 1 think the poliey of the oy

ahonhd be, and ks, to favor the clalmoants,  Thay are fist
the pursons in whose interest the law was sk d. Nut |
the grvat difenity s i determining who e the B |

OFf rotrse the amonst and valne of nprove, |

MHede sptilonrs,
but the man of means who

ments alford some  fesl;
arareely ever secs lils olpim can pat on more mproye
mints fn thirty days than the strusgling settlor can in slx
monihia or five yram.
HOW THE DEPARTMEST 14 BAMPFRED,
“in the last Congress L voted for the repeal of the
sl 8

presenit 1n st T am now not so sure of the
y. 1 know the Acmrlean method, IF sot maxim
alfon 1e

If & lnw does pot operate exuctly to
it yon, repenl 18, annblalate i utterly, Henes L
want sverything alvolutely perfoct, and ns g consog
Exery possibile shouh] he

bheve nothiog at all guaranie
theown around both the prvsmption and bomesten] lnws ]

e haotter mothod of testing final- |

and i 1 was possible,
proof shouid he alopted than the cx parte nfidavits pi-
sented at the lneal oflices,

wYot what ean the Intetiar Department, the Land
Cotnnilsstoner or the local offfees dof We here in Water

town are Alsposing of flu riofs ot the rote of
twenty a day,  To oy gate would he equivalent
ty disgusing of that n sor of amall law-snite. Butl

we ean do nothing of the klnd, AL we ean do s to ex
atdne the face of the papers. The polley of sending out
spee bl agonta to go apon the Tand, If noccasary, s g mwove
fu the plgbt divection, Yet no souner does the Departnent
attempt to systetmaties the force amld make It effecrive
thiug the ery of * coonmmy ' 1s ralsed, and the wink of ex
pirdinge tesid and protecting the Government B cripplsd,

The o=t striking lnstanes of falan o oy anyewhere s
In the amount of money voled for  the  use of
the CGeoeral  Land OfMce at Wabilogton. Tt i
amd st be, with' the hest of  managetient,
about & vear behipd  In ommeh of s work
1 never peallzed the great Injostice thns done onti]l Tesme

wiinre twe poor settloms can be seen on the sane elvim, |
ot h frak ini oy ements, ¥ol not knowing whethor lo
shovgr o’ gror ndivad, wecting for a declsion in the atler ol |
thtde, A the meantime wll the avatlable lasd fn the |
mecdi il Boewd b bBeing taken by others,  The 4
Frate ida 1o hve then the boom ol a hotoe,
whvis themn o baws-aiit s but with the means at han
aapresss (W1 for gnore pesly relle! To be Lad,

L Wallk OF ~PECLAL AGENTS,
wThe snecinl ageuta sent sut shoald be wen of expert-

enen and capaeity, Umider thess er par'e investigntions
the mrossest Lojustics may The wha
cottes Inti thils country fngpresscd with the Yellef that
cvery man be mects bealaud thief, s scantily wauippesd
far Wis work, L requires a thotongh knowledgs of
mven and good capaelty, not e be dmgosed upon on elther
sili. Not unfrogquentiy the VOry mea who are ratsing foe |
wproar agaiisd thele pelgahors are the vory ones whe
toiml (o stoad the land Af apportunity offers,

oo o top the ot of Laod to whieh one man shonkd e
ettt lod, 1 don's ok that 450 acres Je top maeh for a
Sopnar fate meitlor, In w eountry where capltalists and
spectlators aeguire ten, iwenty or fAfty thinsand i
w hody, 1do nut regard 10 A bodd polley to belp the
settlor to the possesslon of thres bundred, four buodred

P alopngs, Mt

or even fve  buomdrod  sores, on which to  forufy
and  bartle agulnst  these large estates, for in oy
opinfon this Territory Ie destined o hold 1 Lyt
lupdedd  esatates  ln North  Amisrics, s
extont, of thean  small  bholitinges  will 1w

gt op by the IiTEer owners
rnndne ip to four, edght wod (welve dollors an meee, uy it
f& st donmae o Ui part of Eakota, wod withh the tstural
keeness sl thift of the pow scitlor, wo am pot aplt Lo
Imi\-- a pinched or poverty-stricken peasantey st thess
Prives,

¢ Jui hort T aoof the opiulon that safety Hes in the di-
reetbon of beotter guards pud  guarantevs father than e
h» L Bt 1 bk thiat tnstesd of settloment beform O,

Hing sl eotie beforo setticmont (o preemption oa o
Nomostend cases, or el thi act of settlement abhould e
gl ie W give notics 1o overy body, s e Hve woros
Brrokom, oF & botse Bullt, or something that suy ody can
s, Thie praciion il oy ing a fow soids
o gl g few
sl ¢ WALl roe '
nid Is productive of peoaful injustles, in n
stinices, Lo lonest sottiers. A publie recond, o
kept, fi the hest evidence to clalm or ttle w laml

ANUSE OF THE TIMBER CULTUNRE ACT,

“ With respect te the Thuber Cultinrs laws, I think that
it Congress bad wat up forty days amd forty nlghia to
frime o liw which should otterly defeat itsell, they could
not more perféctly bave accomplished that reanlt thun
liaa been done by these laws,  The practleal result ls that
there are no trees, Tt lus becote a cotumon saying thut
you utight ss well ook for a settier In a claln shanty as
for trees on a teee clabm,  While this is an unjust
roflection on  the lhardy  settler, It I8 an  absolute
definition 8o far ay tree clalma go. Treea are the
oxception rather than the rale, and al ways will he el

this ww. The enef acfeet s embodied ln the single word
fpolinguisiment.’ 1t worls In this wise : You take o tres
cladm, The law requires you to hreak five seres the first
ear, cultlvite that the second, aud break five seres wore.
e third yoar you mnnﬁlnnl the firat five acros 1o trees.
And here (5 whare the diffeolty arises.  If you are Wving
in New York or Wisconsin, aud do not wish to plant the
Lrens, the Law allows you to * relinguish,” which amounta

bt with rw prairic

lh: r-’-lunz ly';nu; [ m.hﬂ'x i:nlllmmmh 1o lho;égvemlumut.
n roality for o paying or 1,000
e Lo cmen By eond tako & tuew .-aw;.mmh.m[

commence Just whers you dkl  [amn Fequined to break
five acres thie first year, and 8o on. When Lreach the thind
yoear I must plant “tress or relinguish, and so 1 relinguish
1o somie one else.  He commences whers [ did, so it
on forever, and the Governmenl gets no rees .

o Now this law [ would amend iu two particulars.  Un
der the lew thers can be but one tres clalm of 160 sores
i eael seotion, and thiis one when relinguished may be
chuuged Lo leaving Lhe soction without any

ek would allow the clalibanl o - ﬂ'ﬂ

i ned time for .luu-lrﬂl

allew thn usslgnee

i

tha aame, and o0 on, but always holding the clalm subject
o e o Sher Govertimant, for tallure to plaot and
cultivits the treea. At the end of elght years I wonld
eall ‘time,’ Under the law this not only would the
troes be growing st the end of d.ﬁm Joars, but In less
than three years these prairies would he dotted over with
thrifty groves where now you_see only rank weeds and
grusa’ called *tree elalms’ Under the modifieation T
sizgent, the metlve of the clalmant would be Lo grow
trocs, fust as it now 4 the wotive uot to grow them. "

Mr! Willkanis {8 onthusbiatic in bis views of Dukota and
fta future, = The question of Its immediate and perma.
nent growth,” hie says, » hos passed deyond the realm of
opinfom. The lo are here; the crops are gathered.
Amerfean howmes are springineg np on every shile, Even
the kean blusts of Xovomber soareely check hmmigration
of lewsen the pntries ut the Iand offiees. The spring will
bring both with reloubled foroe. It mattera not what I
may thlak, or whit any one golug Enst ay wrile or aay.
Diakota s a fact, and o very largs and and maguifeent

onv.
PENNSYLVANIA HUNTING GROUNDS.

FEATS OF SPORTSMEN AMONG DEER AND
BEARS.

[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORREAPONDEST OF TIE TRIBUNE. 1
Branronrn, Penn,, Dee, 17.—The deer hunting
souson olosed in this Siate on Aaturday, and from all re-
ports it appears to have heen the most sucoessful one In
the northwestern tor of counties that the bunters bave
enfoyed i years. Bear bunting is now at e best,
althouxh usually by this time of your thoso animls bave
wone Into thelr winter guarters; but the (all and winter
thua far have beon so mild that Brain s oot been driven
to his long winter aleep, but has been ahlo to fnd plenty
of foold, and to sulr vo lnconvenionoe from the weather,
Intor this season than he hias within the recollection of
the oldest hanter, There bus been ono  drawback
to the mild fall for hanters, and that has  been
the diffenlty with  which wenfson and  other game
have been  proserved in good  order, The warm |
weather spirited awny many o fat buck’s earcass this full,
Among the many oll hanters that bhave distinguisued
themselves this fallon the doer trall are ** Unels Jake '
Hamersley, Eimon Ploats, fugh Soadan, and others
Hawmersley 1 Mouta began hustiog together o this
reclon lo 1530, aud have never missod s assson's caupe
Ing-oat here siuce. They are esch sevealy yoors of ago
Hamersley nses ngun that was made over sixty years
ago for his father, by Guasmith Long, of Wheellng, West
Virginia, It s n singlebareel, muzelio-doading rifle, and
with it Uncle Jake hos Kifled a grand totsl of uearly
2,000 deer, bear, olk, panthor and smallor game. Plouts’s
recond 18 not so large.  Hogh Jordan, of Kittle Creok,

clavms  to have Kiled  more  than 300 boars
in hia carcer of ity yrar in the
Pennsylvania wiods, and @ porportionately  large

number of dier and othier game.  He hiss beon s more con-
stant hunter than either of the above named, asthey have
divided the plessures of the chase with much sober busi-
TrAR

soveral of the hunters who have eamped In the wilds of
Elk. Forest, Potter, Warren, Mo Kean, Cleartield and other
for the past hall ceatury and mops Baye mel
v denths during the post season or two, atd their
ratly deplored nmons thelr olil comrudes who ure |

& the mame of Abram Downing, a native of Tloga County, |
and noted throaghoat the entire northern part of the |
He had gooe with o man namal John Palsely to

Blata.

wateh a deerdick In the woods four milea from
Leronts, Tioes eonnty, wt the  headwisters  of
geopan . This was o favorite resort for Downlng, |
ol tre o St plstform i oo teos from which e coubl
e Better wateh e agioriash of dear to the Hok, L
bl stk ofie deer, ®hen darkneas oaone on, snd the men
eone bdod oo e, Dowaing deseemdn | the trae, and

Pralecdy woas lowaring bl his gun by d
woieele downward, O s way down the
o brate s, amd w bt (0 was relievid fell on
disctiarged the gun,  The ball

men t bt Deloaw
Anire feraresal T L %111
with oethees they fouid Downlug's

PPdasly ot o nEsfat
When bie returned
dead body 1yiug near

ws ernahed
felling.
waonnisdisd |

W

i el deer, Bode, edk and pai

many of ot Kiled In aml-to-ianl conteste, * Shl"

Caly wa weht b one of his own Doararepes, aml s

aues wero found scatterdd about I fve moutie after

wand

Among the extmnedinary hunting A that aeh rr-

b poriod 2o the differiut resorts for s e

wiom, nre those of Charl

(uey and Liray, and e

and Gildig,  Uharios Culder
ke was hunting W L i
upon Iwo hears, u
ther. This oue o

d Bually

« bear wallked ¥
Whille seeking it,

L Ciabider thought
. e ahop and Kiiled bt but o soing
an supplsed o fud the dowd sy of
Ii»'__.. i bear sl ong wotiid, henes

byl sprranie
Lars was the

auathive TR 4
Caddar conclisded that the one ho foand dead was the

owe he nod wousbsd and eacape f from. Jobn Grier,
Juoea Hray and Samued Ol oy, ither one of whom is
wwiwe than fourtoct yeurs of age, while hunting foxea

were surprsest by o barge shebear and baif-grown oub
e

The toys Liad LG one gun, anold anpy aigsket
Girior carrled that,  Waen the Boars appeared, L
sl s, asid Wen tho thove boys captared the Yo

wlive,
Hugh Clomy, * Barney

employon of the Williams Lanber Co
fble catin  thelr luneh ou |

Viv gltn o edatiage, Wrpy
twir cuilim wall
mings fleead al b
valed o, »
ool ol paa .|Iln
defend themselyea,
stopes abd cuptired The

Morgan and Willlam fGlbbs,
Mury ville,

wrm, Whieh desra-
il tight. The men
5 W) ey Haod Lo resutt 1o slanes (0
They ¥illed the two old boears with
(RIITEN

fiebimm——
CHURCH ORGAN AND BATTERED BOX,

witl
i)

THE SHARE CONTRASTS GF A CITY NIGHT.

Ont in the street ander the gas-lights, lenving
Behitnd the half tghted chanesl of Bt Francis Xavie r's,
with its nopwarldly maze of glowlng warblos, ocstalle
pletares, Nstening statucs, and ulntily -mllpllu---!
shrties ; Tt the tomoitaons  harmonlos of the Hach
Fugue in 1 minor, and the mystle, ol B, nany-Yiesd
Kyvrie and (lurdn of Len Masler, foating down froom tha
tir off vhiohe, are bot eaally got rid of and the rushing
trains overhead, and perpetual mumble aml tiukling of
ad the trrying people homewarnd |

poassing street ears,
toamd liandly intermupt the
the wner man, Here 1 Wenk corner i w diliapulated
ueliehborhomd.  The staoet Latap Burns dimly and Mekers
i) L searching muts out of the north, There are not
ity people about, A @aaplng hudfsotibing  sound ls
hariaril, ot e foot of Do Lanp 14w bandle of
rogs, woll stricken In vear, atricion yot is the

stills sl volees thint Bannt

Cruurhing
il Frie

| akbniny, sheteton s weounn hidden i Ui, with howed

head aud abijeet ook, & haml, withered and iy liken |
law, wieartly tarns o crank on e dingy Ik ald ber shile,
anid now and (hen st obld inrersals Terates i s
Avine streteh of mn obl melody. ' mom ke the w
gt of o Do, devary, nneart Al the ol ¢
e peechagm o @ e |{ girl with n griaco il
bty ow iy, it fely pemds for her pening, a4 whe L
i e r wreteheshiess ndor the lamp wnd slowly wn
the Wadting diseords feom the old tox ! There are sl
phetaribem M Bl Bt tered cup, becaibe Ll paikele Is soant,
ol
Aol thore 8 vet anothier—a mere handfal of hones and |
rags, wWho slinks sway In & Atk eorper, Wrning very |
e i played-ont box. A bitof
1 Dot he, wnd (re sway
sling down the haitlo
wifect falls on the
W, RO re gloomily yot on
this posor alif g hersell, who seans L e g helongines
bt B lessuliobe poverty, Ghistly orgaus anl organiets

e Lhese,

-+ .
A TRAGIC PRAC TICAL JOKE,

Ghin, Letter o Fhe PNitabaryg THapated.

Henvy F.o Millward, a no mechunical
englnoer ml expert, eotumitted  sttekde lu thils vity on
Haturday last,  Some weeks ago Millwiad, who vasof n |
jolly madiro aid Tl o great reltab for e ticaul Jokos, ba-
wlstivd by i mgnber of  fricida, const teddl o dummy
corpes out of o e of to il i
o it b A bl Arcodde ot s 1)
cnrefully darkened am) the o roverad wit
A pnateboneid head with grotesgiely pratnntend foaturos wia
attaetwdl to th wily mar s fov b dm pladn sigit when the |
whiew b stionlil B pepoy e, When all Wa ¥ Ll roport
iatidd Uhrough e oty by the Jokers that a
aid ot ited  suliedde bt Pl lote ] after a pro
Ll dosidy wiias deposited dn vout
No, Thas repart nttrnetedd b
Areds of pitizens, ineliding U coroner, who wers piloted |
upr b the pooin one by oo, smd the geotesqie nOrpEe cx- |
hl!-ilr-il to them.  The sell listed o whiole duy, sl pro=
duoed no end of merdmont, generally ending {i the por-
son foaled trentiog i crowil,

A few weeka lnber Millwird shot himaelf thirongh the
bridn, after a week's absenee ou ullrll.:tuur- apell, T the
Arvade building, the moek trigedy sl Tea tragmly oor-
respunding in esery partionlar Tiws ulght bolor tha
deed Milwand eanie houo very late, anid nfter o fow
wurds with his v e, went to slesp.  The latter
heard Bl sobb irdng the night, bue t ottt nothing
of it, aud nevar sy Bl agaln il e wintorud Lo rodm
the poxt day and found klm gesplog Vi fast with o bablot
in biw head,  The surrounding showod that e muan Dl
gotten iip, drosked hinalf, and aftor 1ying down on, the
loungs, I]nnl deliberntely shot blmsclf 1o T Biuid

Tho remarkible part of the ease Wis thit the real aui-
ofdie tollled with that of the protended sufelide In every
particular,  The time of day Wis tho sime, the weapon
the s, the place the s, and the wound the same.
The coroner’s jury dechied thit mental depression wis
the eatses of this sulelde, but there onn b mo doubit that
brooding over the muck trgedy suggeatod aud was

A4 0 onn.
“rlnm' ¥. Millwad came of o family of world-wide re-
nown In englnecdng pursults. 1o was formerly em-

lovisd on engineering works for the Engclish Glovernment
n ih: jand and Jamalon, and also beld important paral-
tions In this eonntry, bﬁ‘lll{ a mun of the bighest lutelll-

genee and professional skil

Kpringfield,

_.._—-—
NOT ENOWN BY THAT NAME,

“Have yon any portraits of ex-President
Davis " asked a richly dressed woman of & venidor of
phintd iha In Pourleenth-st. ﬂmnhr,

Ll —who wits bo 1" ukmll‘r‘rnld&tm# '"i'imt“:' o
tonlsh shin hes—"" Why, the Prestilent o
- ‘mm:d‘ mm?a ol

s“"mrrmﬂ-' nm:,r muu mam," sald the ven-
dor. * No, w Wo liave so uittle demand for Lis ple-
ture wo dow't koep 1t in stoek.”

| claims to bave doue, and it Is what bis pictures
| really seem to show that be has done,
| senrcely know how to justify thedonbts which yet |

| appears

" | which can so very te

| favorabile comditions in the clear skies of America.

| Jusial e would seo if he looked for it—vie., ey ilonee

! tho results of mere reasoning ; o that m 1569, when

| molar.

 Phat’s strangs,” sald the inquirer, 1 sco Oraut
overy whore” l:'ammuwn: o tly disaupointed

SOLAR SURROUNDINGS.

BY PROFESSOR RICTIARD A. PROCTOR.

THE LATEST BCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES ABDOUT THE
SUN'S CORONA—PHOTOGRAPHS OF IT AT LAST—
A GREAT SCIENTIFIC TRUTH SEEMINGLY ESTAD-
LISHED—FUTURE OF THE INQUIRY,

Kew, England, Dee, 5. <My friend Dr. William
Huggina, the eminent physicist and astronomer, en-
tertaing the confident belief that he has succecded
in photographing this solar corona without the aid
of a total solar eclipse, 1 am aysell not quite coun-
vinesd that what lie has photograplhed is really the
corona, though [ would fain hope so. And yet the
evidence seems strong enongh.,  His method is sim-
ple and probably well known not only to men of
seicnce in America but to most of that large popn-
lation there which, without being scientifie, takes
interest in scientitic matters, I therefore ouly
skotch at, and that lightly.

He takes sdvantage of the fact that a large propor-
tion of the hght of the corona belongs to the vielet
end of the spectrum, and nses absorptive modia
which allow this sort of light and this only to pass
freely throngh., Then when the photograpling tele-
seops i inrmed toward  the sun and the ecoronal
region. the violet lignt of the corona, which is rel-
atively strong, only has to contend against the violet
light from the sky around the sun’s place, and has
at least o better chance of making its presence
known,—in other words, a better chanee of record-
inge n recognizable pictnre of the eoronil streamers
on the photographic plate, on which necessarily the
light from the sky is combined with the light from
the corona. It seema elear that  if the jmage i
taken first noar the contre of the telescopic field and
then near a side, any optical effeets due to the strue-
ture of the telescope itself must be detected awd
climinated, Streamors simuolating a coronal appear-
ance could not possibly be alike in both positious.
No any other purely instrumental peculisritios can,
it wonld seom, b corrected,  As for any coronsl
streanters camsed by our own atmosphere, they must
be corrected tf wo take pictures on different days or
at difterent hours, If. under snch varying eon-
ditions, we find that still eertain streamers remain
which ean be recognized as the saoe in all the difter-
ent pictnres, it certainly seems as though ther st
s tene coromal atreamers, This is what Dr, Huggios

So thar 1

cannot help entertaining,  These stremmers are 8o
faint and shalowy (though that of conrse they
conld not buat bel, it isso easy @ to make believe a
good ddeal,” as Dick Swivellur puta it, in looking at
vs s delieate, eapecially wheo (as in my
owiensel wo wish very el to believe that & great
seientifie trimmph his heon achievod, that an excess
of caation comes over e, amd despite the agree-
ment of men se conipetent to jumlge as Dir. Hllt_.'i{llll‘.
Professor Stokes and Captain Abney, my nind in
this matter « asks for more””

Perhaps one would uot be so ready to entertain
it ot that the matter is one
Dr. Huggins's
methiod is one which ean be appliod noder especially

still a Ligtls donht were
lily b testond,

Thoere are also in Ameriea mogmlicont instroments
for testing the methud, T sliould be glul o learn
thivt the mantle of my late most esteamd riend Dr.
Henry Pepper had fallen on o saceessor as zealous
foe the conse of sclones as oo was: nay, even that the
instrnments he employed so snecessfully hasd been

eylindrical) region of darkness from fifty to a bune
dred miles or 80 1 dinmeter ; and see the .
ity that when the observer is on the extremo easte
ern side and on the extrems western side of that
shadowed region Lie should see the same appearance
in the air, or anywhere but in a region many mills
ions of miles away, as around the sun. Add the im-
possibility that at stations two or thres hundred
miles apart the same appearances are seen, and not
only ssen but pietured by the unerring pencil of
photography,

Yet it munst b admitted that a certain interpreta-
tion of the corona ns a solar appendage is so full of
difienlties that one eannot wonder at 1ts having
proved a stumbling block to many. Imean the
view that the corona is a solar atmosphere, The ex-
istence of gaseons watter in the corona docs ot any
mors prove, 48 some seem to iniagive, that the
corona is an atmospheric envelope, than the existe
ence of gaseous matter in comets, demonstrated over
and over again, proves that comets forin an atmos-
pherie envelope of the sum.  The whole aspeet of the
corona seems to me to show unmistakably that the
several parts of that solar appendage are as free
from atmeospherie association with the snn as are
meteor streams and the heads zod tails of comets, I
doubt even for my own part whether what we eall
t_hn visible surface of the sun indicates the extens
sion of weontinuous solar atwospliers to thut dis-
tance from the sun's eentre, And that the sicrrs
(which some still eall the “ eliromospliers,” a word
as correct and pleasing as  “ phograph ” to o class-
teal ear) is not really an atmosphierie envelope, in
the correct sensa of the expression, seems clear when
we consider its depth, and the inconceivable press-
ures which wonld exist at the base of such an ate
mosphere nuder the solar gravity, exceeding more
than twenty-seven fold that at the carth's surface,

I Dr. Hugzins's photographs of the corona are
real, the doubits even of those not capable of under-
nulmdius the plotographic evidence already ob-
tained will be dispolied ; and to guestion the solar
natnure of the corona will be held as obvivasiy ab-
surd as it wonld now bein the presence of the daily
study of the solar prominences to muintain that they
are ouly phenomena of diffraction,

Ricanp A, Procron,
P
THE “ATMOSPHERE " OF THE SUN.
A LETTER FROM PROFESSOR C, A, YOUNG,
To the Fditor o The Triduane

Sir: Aneditovial in Tae Trisese of No«
vember 18 containg o\lnslons to myself which ssen to
reuire a word fn reply. 1 am eriticlssd rathor sharply
for suying that * the atmo-pleve of the san (Ita doronsl
euvelone) bs not sy attaosphere in the satue sense os the
virth's atmosphere.” Woat [ mean is stuply this : Graoog-
Ing for tiue mowent thet the Corons s in  part
wnll largely composed of an envelope of excosds
lugly rare gascons matter aroand  tue  san,—tase
1 say we may call it an atmosphere, becanse being
gnseons, and gttached to n cosisbeal iy, IL bears to thst
hody a relatlon analogons to that borns by our atnise
phere to theenrih itself. Bo far the torm §s 4 propesr ong,
Bot uow, further, and on the conteary, the tegm " almoss
phicre " carches with (£ 10 most persons gertulin Meas us to
the Astribution of temperaturs, density, ete,, lo its Al
ent parts, which are bissed o the faet that our Lrrestrial
atmosplicre ls vearly jaiescent amd o state  equilibrinm
under the foree of gravity, wiibh a ewperatars
not  more than two or three hoodred  desives
shove ts ahsolute 2oro, while the deasity of the porden
wecesadhle to luman ohservation Is very considerable, On
the sun the canditlons sre bimensely, and alisost lncons
celvably, differcnt, so that the term * atmospliere ™ be=
comes o very misleadiag one. There the oquilibrium, so
far as thepe s any, s dynsmical, not statical, and the

direatml ngnin to the class of work for whiich ho
pide tho, bt with o stight chango of subjoct,
solur plistography s making great progress in Eug-
landd: bt wo have not the Gvorable couditions |
It hus even bsen said by a |

wliich exist in Americ,
French anthor, who nmder the som de plwne of Max |
O Redl Gpossible pame ') has eeently disenssed |
Julin Bull and John's Istand, that we photograph
the sun in Englaw] whenever we get the chance lesg
we shonld forget him,  Withont being quite 5o bad
as that, our atwespliere is certainly ot the best
anitedd in the world for the vory delicate amd dith-
ealt problem attacked by Dr, Hogging,  (Professor
Dhitiied Deaper has indeed shown that ont of 4,440
poseible loars of sunstune, New-York had 2936 act
il stushine hones in 1875 and 3,100 0 IRTH, say in
o nombers 3,000 hours ;. wherias ot Greenwic h
with only two lours less of possible sunsiine, thers
were but 1,243 hours of actual sunshine in 1878
and 977 in Is7H, wn average of 1,111 hours only.)

It may perhaps be thought by some w lio linve
noted the supposed diseovery mude by Dr. Hastings
anit Professar Holden daring the eclipse of May last,
that astronomy onght to assiure itself that the eo-

1

ronn exists, before attempting to photograph at,
the coronn has really heen proved to b rely o
phenomenon of diffraction, as lus beon s confis

dently snd ulso so strangely assertad, the diffcaction
taking place at the moon's edge, then of conese when
the moomt is not thers to prodoce that ditfraetion co-
ronag it bsidle toattempt to photogruph whst—in

that cse—lis no existence even as an optical plie-

MO L.

1t hivs Teon with not o little surprise that the news
af this noteworthy discovery hns been recvived by
astronamees, At observation which if it prove any-
thing proves ouly what everyone knew muost be tho
cisi—viz., that light passing close by tho moon in
total eclipse nimlergoes diftraetion—is astonmndingly
aceeptod as cxolaining the solur ecorone with its com-
plex steneture, its long streamers, its fint extension
alomie the zodiae even hevond the streamers fivo
millions of miles in length seen by Professor Clove-
Ll Alibe o 1875 amd by General Myer in 1861,
It in perfectly well known that ditfenetion conhil ac-
eonnt only for a fine coronal ring of light, not even
for the inner bright covona, still less for the struc-
tured eorots near the sun, and least of all for the
long streamers, Yot the were cirenmstanes that Dr,
Hustings saw what it was practically eertiain hefores

of diffraction —is at once taken as full and complote
evidenes about watters with which it is not in the
remotest degree connected,

The theory that the coronn is not n solar appenid-
wie wis not altogether an unreasonable, though it
wis o demonstralily wrong theory, ifteen years
ago. It was elear even then to those who eonstderal
tho watter attentively that none of the non-solar
thoorics which bod up to that time heon advanced
fincluding the diftraction theory discnssed half o
century ago by Baden Powell) wers somml,  Baot
even the seientitic world has been slow to aceept

the celebrated American eelipso oceurrwd, astrono-
mers wore boginniog to hope that photography
woutlil dispose of the solar coronn as it had already
disposel of the solar prominences, There liud been
some who denjed that the colored promincnces
could belong to the sun, pointing to ditliculties nkin
to those which Mr. Larkin nrges, 1 see, in The Kansas
City Keriow, ngainst the doctrine that the corona is
Then photography, showing n successive
views of the totality in 1560 how the moon passes
athwart the colored flanies, dispossd detinitely of
the lunar aud stmospherie theories of the garnets
round a brooch of jet, as the colored tlames had been
puetionlly called Photography in 1570 did the hke
for the corona. An American photographer at
Xerez in Spain snd an English photographer at
Syracnse in Sicily showed in their views the snoo
padiations, rifte, gaps and general stroeturo in the
coronn,—which could never have happened if the
atmospheric glare, the lunar explunation, or any
other but the solar theory of the corona had bean
sonnd, In 1871, in India, six photographs taken at
Baikul, ¢lose to the sea shorve, and six taken at
Ootacamund, some 10,000 feet above the sca-lovel,
showed the samo coronal featnres, all twelvo of
them. This was not so much a demonstration as the
fired casy proof of the solar nature of the corous,—for
even a schoolboy (not Macaulay’s schooiboy, who
koew everything, but a real one) conld see that un-
loss the corons were far boyond our atmosphore and
far also beyond the moon, it conld not possibly
show the same features as seen not ouly from sta-
tions hundreds of miles apart, but also at the begin-
ning of totality when the moon's castern edge is just
niding the corresponding edge of the sun, and
throughout totality to the last moment when tho
wostern edges of the globes are in appareut contact,
Conxider the mighty shadow of the moon sweeping
along past and over the observer, remembering
what tho shadow in our air really is, u great cylin-

drical (rewlly & frustum of a cono but very nearly

density, temperntare and condition of the gaswas
snbatance is far more pearly that of the residual gas ins
Cryokes's vacuum tube through which an tnduction coil Is
sending lectrical diselarges; so (diffseent from thas of
ordiniry sy that Crookies thoaels he ad found & fonrth

| stute of matter, bearing some sucl relation to the gaseoas

sLate (s the gnacous does to the lguld

I subinde that these facts justify my laoguaze. Weare
ohliged continually, as the worid goes on, to use old words
In new or enlarged sonses, aod hence mnst keep earefal
woateh to prevent the words from carrving with them
mioe or lnss than really mean in the premises,

A word as to " <sor Hustings's observations ond
thoory, s observations certainly appear to prove that
Thie An's guseoun velope 1 far liss extonsdve than most
meLronoimers tmyaell g ng them) have bitherto sape

sodd, 1 eannot ioagine in the eirenmstauces why the

AT4 Une should uot be visible clear to the top of the
solar * atmospiere,” while 1t s ensy to lwagine varions
ways i which It mleht be made to appear to extend eon-
shderably above 1T+ we must thepafore assunme the lowest
obsorved elevation of the 1,474 line an exceoeding the
ereatist helght of the eoronal envelope, on that sids of
ehe wimn As to biis diraction (not diffuston) theory of the
coroin, ote world not e 10 prousunes: detlniv iy nall
after s eareful examinaticn of the mothematical guestions
juvolvial,  His result ditfer so much from those of otheg
previons nvestizators s to wirrant @ suspeusion of
Juiliwent,  Awulo, if Mr. Hogzins bs right in supposing
thial he obtadoed phiotogrsajihs of the salar coruiu i
full sunlizlit  (sod some of his plates which the writar
Y sena certainly ok smazingly HE- i), then Professor
fll.'- 'u,: st be wrong i attributioe the corvns o dif-

T ot

u ennclasion T may say that as things stand T do not
r«-r tewl that the theory of the solar corvns bitherto held
ik Dl biide ol tely untennble in any of jts es-
saine tiwne [ sboold be far from wills

[ 1] o whille ar
ing o assert Its correctuess very postively, We wung
more Hght 3 and it will be sare Lo come [ o f!-w L

C. A Yousa,

Princeton, N. J., Dec. 17, 1883,

FAMOUS FRENCH BILLIARD PLAYERS,

From London Trufy.

Lonis Quatorze delighted to honor bi'liard play-
ors wlo could go on for any leugth of time waking
connons agaitst brilliant players, but who, st the
sty professed inability to beat lfh-. King.
Chiatmillart oso to he first Mimster by sotferin
Limself to b defeated each time Le had " the Grao
Monarch for an vppouent, It was in the iz of
Ludovieo Mugnus that billiands tirst rolled on green
batze o Franee, His Majesty was a gluttonons
eater, and as e wore Ligh-ln-.-lwl shoes  and
bbb gariments, he conld uot tridge ovee
Bl sl dale, gon in hand, in the shooting season,
e pode o carringe wlien be ollowed a stae-hunt,
Hoeavy eating and oo exercise to n|u-uk ol nrrit:tt.-(i
his peceant hnwors, Fagon dud not dam to try
the elfects of lis wedicines on so illustrions a pers
and was alvaed to tell him disagrecable

LU H TR
trutlis, It would not have done for hio to say
* You eal too mwuch, sire, aud walk oo little,” But

e bl the ingenions wlea to land him a billlird-
ene, and to tell him that it was “a lavee of Ache
itles, which wonld soon vangiish bile and splecn,
1l Kiog visked wopunon the occasion,  ** I what
I s tobil,” b saiid, = e troe, L slall retorn to a state
of witure and *ne plus me séparer de ma quene*
He was o wan of his wenl, On rising from
e Ladsle, e fest thing he did was to seize Lis bills
peedevie, sl play  wterninable  gones  wit
Mot ko Montespan,  Her sclipse was not so
el et the art o her rival, Madame Searron,
as to her own want of tact in allowing conrtiors to
quedigo of her superiority over the King at the bill-
tand-table, s Mijesty at tiest nlukn'ﬁ churels live
iy, military grades, civi! functions, against moneys
Bat whoen he found that  his  coarfiers pre-
forrod risking his displeasure to losing their stikes,
he played for honor along and gaimed vasy vietord

In hisold age Lows XV, wielded the laves o
Achillos spninst the Du Barry, Lo Nnoeio gaed to
wok on while the King aud his fuvorite played, and
was observed to blosh at the sayings of the lalter
whien sl hid lostpationee,  Louis XVILiwas also
a billiard-player nitil hisobosity hinaered biv from
RULbg near ulnmgh to the table to be master of Lis
cue,  Under the Empire, pablicans wore eueonrs
by Miunis ors of the ior to demwoeratize whab
hivd beon for nearly 200 veuars i noisy game, By ils
neoisiness and the space the talile antl players oeets
pied, 1t prevonted  villagers crowding into wines

shops to talk politics. b old  Court Gl
French  ladics were amoug the best  hilii
players. 1 have seen, in an  old eunouty

shop, & staymakers sign-board, in which the
trudeswoman who  hung 1t ou claied o make
corsets which did not hwuper tho action ol the
muscles i using the cne, * La be e Caramboleiss,”
or * pretty Cannoueer,” ignring on the the lum.:i'l,
held i ber hand a be-tiliboned cue, and el her
hatr deossed in the Do Barry style,  Hilliards wre
Loeld i honor at the Elysée, ﬂlﬁ\'rl facility in
cnleuluting r hets ia ph aud lus Land
in dole in m:kin‘: # hall at the exact point at which
be waats to bt it. Ho is one of the rare who
are first-rate playors without having made villtirds
a profession, or entimely devol themsel ves
them 08 mnasement, The owner of the Café de
Régrenve used to manmiuyre to Imt» L from the
table there, bocause the length of lis breaks woa
& cause of luss to the

B
THE WoES OF THE HUMORIST,

From Puck.

Tar HuMorisT oft
To Musel! doth say,
In Langungo

.




