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AISE MORE TERRAPIN.

TO R

PLANS FOR INCREASING THE SUPPLY
OF THE CHERISHED DIAMOND-
BACK TURTLE.

Crisficld, Md., Feb, 19.—This little town, built
shells, I8 the neat of the terrapin trade

on o

of the Clivsapeake and the home of State Fish
Commissioner James C, Tuwes, who is prepar-
tng to put In operation a plan for restoring the
supply of the toothsome diamond-back. He I8
contident that the terrapin can I propagated
with case and surprising cheapness, and that

ate the supply may casily
cause of the rapid declipe

with the ald of the
be maintained. The
In the quantity of crrapin is considered by the
patives to be due to the destruction of the ter-
rapin eggs, These are lmd in high, sandy places,
and scores of people patrol the sandy beaches
daily in the season in search of them, They
earry them off to be eaten as table luxuries, just
as hens' o They
Helous. Captain Tawes proposes, if he receives
a sufficient appropriation to justify It to inclose
A number of females In a State pound or pounds,
and ta hatch out from the eggs.
Terrapin begin laving about the middle of May,
and the eggs hateh In about thirty The
femule terrapin sgcratches a hole in sand,
deposits her eggs, from thirteen to nineteen, in

are are very rich and de-

young ones

nys
the

it, and then covers them up and allows the heat
of the sun on the sand to hatch them,

They are not mueh bigger when hatched than
& man's thumbnall, and are as soft as dough
They crawl arcund in a lively way and begin
to hunt for their food, which consists of small
fish, e¢rabs, ete. In the first summer they
quite small, and about Noveniber 1 they go into
their winter quarters. These consist of soft mud
holes In the marsh, or an the bottom of some
stream, Here they sleep uniil about the middle of
April or later, and when they come out they
are about four inches in breadth, The next year |
they have Inereased te six inches, and the third
to seven inches. Mr. Tawes thinks that there
are several varieties on the but that in
some of the Southern States they have preclsely
the =ame variety as In Marviand, the only dif
ference being that in this State the period of
hibernating is longer than it ig further South

nre

coast,

THE TERRAPIN SLEEFS WITH FROFIT
It I8 undoubtedly while the terrapin slumbers
In the mud that he acquires the peculiar quali-
Ues fur which he g loved by the eploure  The
terrapin sleeps night and ddy for &ix (o seven
months of the yvear, and takes his night naps |
regularly during the rest of the time, I
Commissioner Tawes I8 of the opinlon that he
could make a decided impression upon the ters
rapin supply in a short time. He would do this,
not because the terrapin i a luxury, but be-
cause It used to anid .|.|.--|In't--‘u»|nv
Bource of great profit thaose who cateh
upon the great marshes of the Chesapeake Bay
and its tributaries
A. T. Lavalletie,

1

be Cin a

to i

|
of thig place, has an Immense

terrapin pound, which {8 gecurely fenced in &0 |
a8 1o prevent the escape of the high-priced in-
males He has at present about ten thousand
terrapin, most of which, howevar, are now in
the winter's sleep, not in the pound, but in a
big cellnr This s kept dark and above the

freezing-point, but not too warm, The dealers
hers have nr use teade In terrnpin in Wash- |
Ington, Baltimore, Philadelphin and New-York

They received one order for S3000 worth of ter- |
rapin on th n of the {f Li-Hung- |
Chang 1o New-York, and they supphied the ter-

rapin for (he Deadley-Martin ball.  They .tl.-m|
make large shig vt to the West,

The terrapin shippers are opposed 1o the bill
now pending in the Leglslature By its pro-
visions the catehing of dlamond-back terrapin
between April T and November 1 @8 prohibited, |
under a penalty of 10 for every t-r:.n;-mi
crught, trupped or killed, At no thne shall the |
terrig i caught measure loss than five m-h-w‘l
on the under shell. No person shall have in his |
possession, expose for sale or buy any of the
aforvenid lish during the ol d season,

CRITICISM OF THE BiLL
George Rigein, another large dealer who has

& pound contadn between clght thousand and

ter thou=and terr CHES

“The bill Il have the tendency Lrow our
business and throw the trivde of Marviand deal-
ers [nto the hands of Virginians, while st the
same time it will retard stead of |-r--r=|ulm-.."
the propagation of terrapin. The terrapins will
be caupht just the same and instead of being
suld to legitimuate d <alers, who would plivce them
in pounds where they might grow and fatten,
they will be Kept in barrcls and boxes until the
BrasOn ne, when they will be placed upon
the market fn & bad condition. If the catchers

do not degire to hold them for the winter, they

have only to oross the lne into Virginin, where
there nre twi wlers on Deep Crock, Accomae
County, ready to purchase all the terrupin they
ean get, It would b ne iry to hiave the same
law passed by the Legislatures of Virginia and
North Carcling In order to do justice to the
dealers In Marviand

“Thetre is a at misapprehension among the
majority of people as o the actual age of a tep-
rapin w h teasure dht dnehes an the under
shel| Cmar firm was greatly mistaken in the
BAnie i whon we started to raise terrapins
from o We hiave reached the conclusion
Prom actual expericnce that an eight-inch ter-
mpin t be about fifty years ol If térrapin
would ¢ about an beh every year, there
would be o fortune in ralsing them. Their

growili for the first three or four years ia rapid,
but after that it 18 almost imperceptible from
year to year. We have been at a groat deal of

BELL-BUOYS

expenae in fitting up our pound, and have en-
deavored to develop the terrapin industry Tha-l
law also provides that the destruction of dia- |
mond-back terrapin eggs is absolutely prohib- |
ited, the penalty for violating this |»r-n’:.~unn|
being not than $20 nor more than $104]
for each offence. It seems to us that the best |
way to prohibit the destruction of terrapin eges
s for the State to offer & good price for them
and let them be hatehed out in the hatcheries
of the State After the young terrapin have
reached cortain nEge they can be liberated |
without danger of their belng destroyed. There |
would be no inducement use
the eggs for food f they were assured of a good
price frim the Fish Commissionera”™

lye2s

+ to catchers to

CERLY HEADED QU RORNS,
New-Orleans Times-Democrat,

It is not gensrally Known that there is a well-
defined prefudice against curly-halred men when
it comoes to choos a jury to try eriminal cises

From The

The prejudies, when it s manifest o es
from the defenoe. When asked to explain the |
..t.Ju tion to uriy -halred  roen, a rrineEnt
praciitioner yesierday =aid: “When as jus=st
starting my legal mentor incug J that idea
In me He siabd that céurly-hHeadsd et ad
most invarialdy been the pampered darlings of
their parent= apd dr youth had lwen =
| used to having their own way that they hid
came to believe that eversbody on earth was
Wrong excoept vis, In this way the
of apposition aere sown, and when they gt
older they mude it a point to disagree with
everyvhody nd evervihing If evervbody elss
on the jurs Ahpaes or acqulttal, they ote for
anviction, a: o metter of course.  They Live o
| combat, and w stubborn as the days arn

LIGHTNING LENB

[ ong

! who could
| gharp Nantucket man

IN WINTER QUARTERS AT TOMPKINSVILLE, STATEN

ISLAND,

A curly-haired man never gets on the jury
when [ am defending a man if [ can see him In
time."

—l s

HIRED WEBRSTER FOR A

From The Boston Herald

Of course, Webster was in demand by those
afford pay for nis services. A
is said to lave got the
better of the great defender of the Comstitution
in an amusing way, however. He nal a small
case which was to be tried at Nantucket, one
werk in June, and he posted to Wehster's office
In great haste, It was a contest with a reigh-
bor over a matter of considerable incal intevest,
and his pride as a litigant was at stake. He
told Webster the particulars, and pkad what

WEEK.

he would charge te conduct the case, |
"Why,” sald Webster, “you can't afford to
hire me. I should have to stay Jdown there
the whole week, and my fee would be niore
than the whaole case i3 worth I couldn’'t go |
Adown theps for less than £1.000. T could lr,\'i
18 one, and |t

svery case on the docket as well
woulidn't cost any more, for ong case would take
my t ror the entire week, anyway."

' ponlad the
You eome
very case"

ime
11 right, Mr Webster, quickly res
“Here's vour 31, 00,

Nantucketer

down, and 'l fix it s0 you can try

W hster was so staused ever this proposition
that he Kept hiz word He gpent the entire werk
i Montucket, and appearcd on one side or the |
other in every cas hat came ap for hearing.
tae shrewd Nantucketer hired Daniel ont to all |
nis friends who were in litigation, nnd rs-u!\'edl
in peturn about $1L.500. so that he got Weh-|
stor's services for nothing, and aade 8 guudl

F

profit 1o hoot.

If thut man was alive in these days of trusts |
and syndicates he would probably be at the
head of a il trust, controlling the services of
all the big lawyers of the couniry.
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LOOKING JACK

UNCLE SAM'S CARE OF THE BUGYS AND
HARBOR LIGHTS.

OUT FOR

THE GIANT LENS TO BE

FUT IN POSITION o
NAVESINK HIGHLANDS BUOYS HAULED
OUT FOR BEPAIRE AT ToMP

I.L.E

KINEV]

The buoyvs that mark the channe! approachisg
New-York Harhor and those jhace 1 inside the
harbor to mark the anchorage grounds of ves

selg that are in the harbor seem ! the averap
All that a passengd

person to be small affairs

on the deck of a vessel sees |s the 10 of one d
with the tida

these buovs bobhing up an
He probably does not realize

i dewn

that they ared
or that they have to be wat ned asd
cared for with the utmost vigilance, The aves
age landsman sees the buoys anchored at theip
various stations, ard as & rule has the lmpre
alon that these warning: to
placed, remain in their § jons for years A
viglt to the general dep gl ‘!i'.l.?p
lishment at Tompkinsvitle, Staten Island, woud
be & revelation to the average individual wha
has seen the buoys as they were stationed b
never followed up thelr history or € truction

The statior Tompkinsvilie not only 8 the
f the Thord Light

Egreat size,

mariners, oo

sht}

f the g

at y

headquarters of the fnspector :
house District, but is also the y station fr
all the other distriets Here the repalrs an
made on all the buoys, and here the s ipplies A
kept for the various ighthouses on Lhe Atiants

the charge el

coast. The Third District ©
nds fros

Commander W. M. Folger t ex
Kllsha Ledge, off Wirren P R L i
polnt on the coast of New-Jersey opposie
Shrewsbury Hocks, and includes 1g¢ and
the rocks. It embraces all aid navigat
the coasts of Hhode Island, C it

rthward the post

; lsland Sound

York and New-Jersey n {
opposite Shrewsbury Rocks, L

and Lakes Champlain and Memphremagog.

The local work of the wotor, as confined U
New-York Harbor and its approa: hes, ind udes
outside of the numerous lightships and light
houses, over two hundred buops, which must M
watched most carefully. The resu ¢ the shifts
Ing of these buoys may prove disastrous 1o the
vessels coming in or leaving this port ™
slightest change in the lovation of even one L

the two hundred buoys may mean the greates
Inconvenience to shipping Intorests. This "
shown in a marked way when the steamers Ld
Bretagne and Kalser Wilhelm 11 went agroued
recently in Gedney Channel as a result of i
shifting of the buovs located there, This shiftr
ing was the result of the flow of e down e
Hudson, which disalled the buoys, loe is 68
gidered the greatest enemy that the Lighthoust
Department has to deal with. Vesscls may come
In eollision with the bueoys and dispiace them
but this fact is at once communicated to the d&
partment at Tompkinsville and the buoy 18 o0l
placed in 1ts original position, but when oo
eomes down and gathers around the buoys, not
only one, but many, are displaced A fortust
awaits the person who ean fnvent an fron bl
that will remain in position and withstand O
attacks of the lce. Several experiments haw
been made, but all have proved fallures

The only thing the department can do la @
take up each winter the jron buoys that ant

placed in New-York Harbor and suostitute s
or wooden buoys. This is done eyvery season @
this district, and as a result the station #

Tompkinsville now presents a pleturesgue sight
with the Iron buoys scattered about ihe yards
The bell, can, nun, whistling and gas buoys &
stowed side by side, Some are on whard

others In the yard, and still others are I Lhe
warious ahops belng overhauled ready 0 e
ror from i

placed in position as soon as all dan
ts over,

The plant where these buoys are stored &
eindes, In additivn to the pecessary siof house

LIGHT AT TOMPKINSVILLE.

and offices, & complete machine shop, a bladk




