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GIRISTIANITY 1IN INDIA,

yhat Has Been Accomplished Set
Forth by a Hindoo.

o the gaitor of The Tribune.
Tge I Tne Tribune of the 4th inst. appears
= "ﬂph embodying the remarks of a Ceylon
1. Ar. Naidu, on the subject of Christian-
ging India- There is a good deal of force in what
= xsidu savs regarding the need of beginning
”"; of proselytizing with royal familles and
pe pobility. The rapid spread of Buddhism in
s in the early days was due in a Jarge meas-
e to 10F conversion of Ashoka to that faith. So
5 was aith Christianity in the Roman Empire,
when it received a tremendous impetus under the
gwar of Constantine. who presided over the Nicene
o and vigorously defended the orthodox
fathers against the heresy of the Arian
But it must be remembered that in a
ndia, where a foreign government
i #t=elf. on poiitical grounds, to a pol-
joe 0f peligions neutrality, it is almost impossible
s mristian propagandist to find open doors

like 1

for the :
‘ll goysl paluces and the mansions of the nobility.
in ber gealous desive to uphoid this policy of re-

peutrality, England has virtually taken a
position of hostility to Christianity in laying down
e yuie that the conversion of a Hindoo or a Ma-

gn prince to Christianity a positive bar

1o his Tight of kingship, even if he be in the Yne |

of suceession after his father's death. We have |

4o Tnie this day & prince (now a member of the

sjative council) whose claims of suc-

cession WeTe S aside by the government of India

yecguse he had committed the atrocious crime of
a Christian.

But, after gll. the true kings and princes of a

v ghould not be sought in royal palaces and
jordly halis, bu in the lbrary, the lecture room
and the labor: We are told on very good au-

is

tory

horits that Lhere is only one aristocracy in the
world, anéd that is the aristocracy of talents. The
marbinery of secular English education conducted
with 90 much skill and credit by the Britisk Gov-

-—n'.n!

24

3a has been dealing a death blow
of civilization ke Bombay to the
4 the superstitious customs of the
sadoe community. No educated young Hindoo now-
sllays believes ¢ riously in the religion of his ances-
qors, while his mind lies onen to rational modes

of thought and broader views of human life and |
soclety. The ! hristian missionary, If he is 2 man ]
of yefinement and culture, if he has a good stock {

divine quality called sympathy, and 1T his |
|

of thet
piety is as deep as his learning is profound, has
go sphere of labor richer in hope and more preg-

< than the colieges and universities
vd 1.t the ranks of our educated
-4 with Christian life and Christian
the mission boards of Europe and

men be peTTr
cathelieiny .

P

Americs ®ive a wider scope for Christian work to |
the cultared Christian natives of India. and within i
one generaiion. under the providence of God, Chris-
tianily . asserted its supremacy over the
aads&nd hearts of hundreds of our Hindoo leaders |
of theught |
Mr. Naidu goes on to ohserve:

First—That Christians teach hatred of other be-
Yiefs

§econd— That the teachings of Christianity are
i different from those of Vedantism.

Thirg—That 1t is doubiful whether the mission-
gries have done an od

v 8t
K ‘_\V‘.“:.':-dt‘f';fahd exactly what Mr.
by “hatred of other beliefs.” if he |
ference made by Christian preachers |
some of the errors and supersti-
doos, in conducting a religlous con- |

™

tione

trover then he is certainly right. But any hatred
shown by z Christian misslonary toward Hindooism
r an> other ism for its owmn sake is certainly
dergzat 1o the dignity and thoreughly opposed
{9 the spirit and teachings of Christ.

@ M: Naidu claims to be a Vedanust, and

ught therefore tn know that Vedantism identifies
creator with the creation, thus making God
much the author of evil as of good. Tt is
Jdiv necessary 1o point out that here lies a,
difference between "hrlstian.ity ar;‘d
Tedantism. Even graniing that the moral teach-
1 of "hrist are no higher than the teachings
of Hindecism (which
4 +ten that the chief basis on which
¢ the supernaturalness of Chris-
#ers 10 humanity a perfect model
lfe of Christ- thet it supplies the motive
tha: v under every condition of
«m between the ideal and
extraordinarily high
1ge of personal experi-

the

fundamental

x] maxim within € T e
il pecomes & part of the iife of the be-
the missionaries
Happily for Mr
in an tsland where food is plen-
4 famines are unknown; but had he taken

an the great Central Indian plain while
Jessive famines within the last ten Yyears
swept millions from existence, and watched the

Ve

senfierness and devotion with which foreign and
mtive (Christians 1ended the sick and the dving
fin some © even al the cost of life) and dis-
wibuted clo < and corn {sent by Christian philan-

verge of death,

,se who were on the
twice be-

Naidu would have thought
icsionaries have done

tiropists

tive that the m
India. Christianity has been reached
wo hundred years 1o the Dravidian races
Naidu belongs. Thou-

a. to which Mr
m = from the low
into the fold of Christianity. I
the trouble of acguainun himself with
a2l educational returns o the Madras

he will discover that the proportion of
ren gradusates in mparison with the
- of graduates ry vear is greater
of Brahmin graduates to the total num-
. needless to add that but for the elevat-
I of Christianity most of the native
graduates of South India might have
depths of ignorance and degradation;

Naidu would have the people -of
eve that Christianity has done noth-

No human institution—not even the
claim to bhe perfect, and mission
no exception to the rule. In their
sverthrow an ancient institution
stroke. missionaries
e mistakes in forcing the

into artificial position of
. jow caste convert, and have nol
inte account the workings of
ditary transmission in determining
itage of the Hindoo individual. On
there has been a tendency to overrate
of seif-deniai—if any—involved in the
lif= in India, while on the other the
fark picture of Hindoo life and society has been |
made darker on the canvas of England |

111 people have come to believe that

classes have been
If Mr. Naidu

oes

are

sealous destre

a n i« synonymous with = famine-
strickenn population, Hindoo child widows and
fakirs rhatever the failings—and we hope

they are due more to want of thought than want
of hear:—of the missionaries in India may be, it
myust be seid 1o their credit that without them
Iméia would certainly be poorer and feebler. The
satement which doubts the goed done by mission-

afies ir. Indiz must be due either 1o ignorance or
% wilfu] misrepresentation, and it is not easy to
merchant of Mr. Naidu's position can

e how
F any m to ignorance. Mr. Naidu and others
mayv close theilr eves to the vigorous

Christianity is making in India, but any

4 ed man who has watched the phazes of

religious and intellectual activity through which we

e paseing in Indla will be constrained to exclaim

that the temples of Christian worship, Western in-

sfitutions of learning, the triumphs of Western
tligation and the elevation of women are the
fernerstones on which must rest the future intel-

Betua) religious and even the material prosperily
the peoples of India. 8. JOBHT
(A Marasha-Hindoo resident of Brooklyn).
Brooklyn, June 5, 186.

a
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APPEAL FOR STARVING CHINESE.

%o the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As president of the Christian and Missionary
Alisnce the Americsn society having charge of
the largest number of foreign missionaries in South
China. 1 take the privilege of asking your co-op-
®ation, through your widely circulated journal, in
Pringing befare the people of the United States the
terrilile ditions at present existing in South
China. 1 have been pleased 1o notice the published
amnouncement through your columns of much im-
Portant news respecting the famine now raging
there

It will be interesting 1o your readers to know
that American missionaries have been found, both
5 India 2né China, and in other countries, to be the
Wost relizble and efficient agencies in the distribu-
tion of Tamine relief in heathen countries, the wide-
¥ extended agencies bringing them in touck with
e poople in all parts of the district, and their up-
Hght and responsibie native helpers enable them to
::nﬂn;lk most descrving cases and avoid all waste

pusitio be @ . >
R £ o A o e pte
‘-‘: iends 1o inspirc confidence on the part of the
ves, und becomes afterward a valuadble aid in

Toe e Y work,

: Christian and Missionary Alliance employs

Iwenty-six American jonaries, besid many

:ﬂu belpers, in South China, and occupies seven

the principal cities, including the capital and the

Y port of Wu-Chaw. province his been
durgely

cot

Yemen of high chara and can be full
3 trusted
Rfbe disiribution of famine " The Rev. 1.
is = . with headquarters at Wu-
ri&:mtl llmd‘licct ':)ll‘;co i

it 1o I or

the Christian and Missionary Alliance, David
-ave.. New-York, will be
and orwarded

| ened to stab her.

| for developin,

i= by the famine. and that one
w fifty thousand people are actually m::
ny children have already been sold into slavery
ﬁ& the chief sufferers in these rs are the
mt; girls, who become the chattels and shxve- g:
orst of men, and doomed to a Iif
mlm;nd infamy. E]MPBO.’

N,

i 3 A ‘
e W] “'}“}n‘e'&ﬂ"'ﬁ;n and Missionary Alliance.

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS.

Brooklyn Principal Declares His Opposition
to Its Restoration.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
8ir: 1 have not used corporal punishment in
school for many vears. 1 belleve the school has
::en more easily managed and with better results
thout such punishment. If corporal punishment
::d an effect upon the sufferer only, it would not
open to so0 serious objection. As a matter of
fact, If the rod is used on one pupil in a ciass of
forty, it turns or tends to turn the whole class in
opposition to the school authority; the iine is
drawn, and the teacher is ¢n one side and the
class on the other; the whole class is hardened
and rendered less susceptible to milcer nfluences.
T?_le thirtytnine children of the class have been
injured: the one whko physically suffered may have
been benefited or he may have been injured also,
It is assumed that usually corporal punishment
produces obedience, if not order; it is doubted
whether facts will justify this assumption. If the
assumption were true, even then those requiring
the rod had better be removed to rooms and a
building by themselves, where the mzalign influence
of brutality and evil passions shal! not degrade
the mass. Whatever mistakes priceipals may
make, they are not disposed to svspend pupils
without good cause. Once let it be understood that
pupils persistently in disorder and discbedience
will be subjected to severer trsatment, and only
the lowest and worst will need removal from the
large schools. At present the school autnorities
concede the need for schools of detention and re-
form. An increase in such schools will give all,
the room required. Judiclous and experienccd men
—not mere politicions—shculd be placed in charge.
Within the last few months, judging from my
own experience and from reports that secem: well
founded. there has been in this city a change for
the worss: in school conduct. In the cese of my
own school this change has not come from the
abolition of corporal punishment, for that was
abolished many yvears ago. The baser sort of toy
knows no limit to 1is insolence. One Loy of fifteen
said to his teacher when she was trying to keep
him in order, “Hit me!’ evidently desiring to get
a case agalnst his teacher for wviolatlon or law.
When spoken to by the principal the boy laughed
in his face, defied him. and was immediately sus-

in

| pended; he is now beginning a new career in an-
| other school to which ne was transferred. Another

boy deliberately walked out of the builicing when
he chose, and amused himsell by maiKing and Je-
facing the outbuildings, until he was caught and
suspended. A third boy, twelve years old, sitling
within three or four feet ol his teacher. with no
barrier between them, opened his knife and tareat-
€ This the father spoke of as the
thoughtiess remark of a child, that should not
be regarded.” These and similar cases are evi-
denu)" sporadic; they are spouting ge)sers, not ris-
ing nudes. The suspension of such pupils, foilowed
by their expulsion, would produce a profound effect,
far greater than any corporal punishment. These
boye, directly and indirectly, demoralize thousands,
and, if necessary, their chances for c¢ducation must
be sacrificed. But this is not necessary; they can
easily be pimced under restraint. and other boys
need not be degraded Ly their turbulence or their
punishment.

1 have susnended more boyvs during the lrst five
months than during the previous five years. Yet I
have no thought of returmng to corporal punish-
ment. 1 concede that, whatever is rot, order must
be in a public school. Without order, time and
money and all are threwn away. .It seems to have
been mest industriously circulated through the city
that there is to be no more corporal punishment
in the schools of New-York. This has been as-

| gumed to mean that there is to be no more order

in those schools. Children within hearing of their
teachers say, “They don't dare to touch us.” We
don't wish to touch them. Let st be known that
a few expulsions have occurred and that the boys
are in the Truant School, and the effect will be
immediate. Children have learned that they are
not to be whipped in school; let them now learn
that they can conduct themselves in school with
reasonable propriety withoat being whipped.

in the mean time, the Board of Education, the
board of superintendents, the district superin-

| tendent, the local board and the public press should

from the insnlence

protect and Gefend the teachers
A. G. MERWIN.

and disorder of bad boys.
Brooklyn, June 6, 1963.
e

BAD BOYS AND BOYS'

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The article in The Tribune of May 3i upon
the bad bowvs of New-York ¢ity is melancholy
reading, and sugeests many points of discussion.
The present writer does not, however, attempt
to enter upon any of the subjects connected with
the question, excepting cne.

The gang spirit seems to be the ruling one with
all young men and boys. Not only among street
arabs and voung roughs do we see the tendency
to encourage cach other In evil, but even among
the sons of the most respectable classes as well.
A coliege boy, who when alone Is a gentleman,
well versed in refined manners and customs, and
above the least suspicion of dishonesty, will, when
in company of a crowd of his voung companions,
make himself obnpoxiously noisy in public, or even
steal signs or other articles from people poorer
than himself. He considers that what he does as
a member of a party of merry students is merely
a joke. 1t is the gang spirit which takes the place
with him of his own better nature and training.
It reminds one of the old joke of calling a man «
humbug *“in a Pickwickian sense,” for what the
young man does as a student is quite different from
what he does when alone.

Now, when we see this tendency in the young to
band together, aud to put their consciences, as it
were, into a common stock, is it not evident that
the same tendency can utilized by the right
people {or the control of boys? Once get them into
bands and companies for good purposes, and the
same gang spirit will be their best incentive to
Mve up to the rules of that band, and to insist
upon good behavior in each other for the honor
of the organization.

1t ie this principle which has apparently been so
pseful in the now famous :3eorge Junjor Repub-
lie, where the boys of the strest arab class, and
the giris also, will not let each other offend against
the laws of their republic. They have been formed
into a splendid gang, whose riles are on the side
of law and order.

What also are the boys’ clubs but gangs of bhovs
who have joined each other, under good and ju-
dicious guides, for the purpose of mutual pleasure,
mutual instruction and mutual profit?

There is a central society for the promotion
df these boys' clubs in different cities and towus,
and every Settiement in our own city has one, in
which the members are only too eager to join with
others by obeying its rules. Form these mischiev-
ous, unruly and often thoroughly evil minded
boys inte clubs in which decent behavior is the
ruje and the condition of membership, and vou
have one answer to the question of how they can
best be controlled and made into decent citizens.

Yet how many people who deplore the growth of
evil gangs in our cities take pains to know what
is being done by these boys’ clubs znd contribute
toward thelr support? 1f our citizens wish to see
a change in city bovs, let them try to learn some-
thing about the nearest boys' club to their own dis-
trict, and try to do something either in work or
money toward its support. and these clubs may
be found to be a tremendous power for good, W
thev are so aided and gupported by the public as
fo be able to carry to perfection their full capacity
the better natures of our city boys.
une 5, 1508. A P.C
e el

FAVORS MR. CRIMMINS'S PLAN.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: 1 notice In your issue of June § John D.
Crimmins’s suggestion for an inereased roadway
in Fifth-ave, as & much needed improvement, and
1 trust the Board of Esiimate and Apportionment
will take the plan into consideration.

The entire street belongs to the public, vet note
how different obstructions have been put up, S0
that of ‘the thirty feet as originally laid out for
sigewalk space but fifteen feet now remalin.

in the work of the City Improvement Society
thie question of the rizht of the public in the street
often came up, and we were gencrally much sur-
prised at the ignorance of most people on the sub-
ject. The facts are these: Streets are obtained by
condemnation, and 1znd diverted to the city’s use
becomes the city's property in fee. The stoop
space is part of the fee, and the city Is entitled to
the possession of that space as comprised within
the land thus obtained to be held in trust and re-
main open forever. For the purpose of ingress
and egress the stoop line space was set aside, not
as private property. but for the use of abutting
property Owners, and they may erect steps within
it and build an ares. but the space must not he
closed. Fourteenth-st. was originally laid out in
the expectati
cupy it with front
of this plan gave th

CLUBS.

he

New-York,

door yards. The abandonment
o street its greater width of

» shopkeepers put out showcases
:‘ld:h'!:lrhus:x!. ln‘p the right to do this was con-
tested by the larger stores as being encroachments
on the sidewalks. The plea made by the owners
uulﬁwhttetvmnotonth

of these showcnses
for yards,
3‘::-.&. but wtggu the space Intens That the
§ Sncrenchieen’ S8 rize it. This has been
m‘““"_ﬂ“"“ ‘E%M several times.

on that privatc residences would oo- | whatever.

In Fifth-ave.,, as in TFourteenth-st..
change from resfdence to business purposes the
reasons for which the inclosures were used have
heen done away . and the space must revert
to its original use. The courtyards must again be-
come of the sidewalks, and as such subject
to the municipal regulations governing them.
Again, the law as to openings In the sidewalk is
that they shall not extend beyond the five foot
limit. yet some of them extend fifteen feet. Such.
abuses from encroachments huve, as Mr. Crimmins
gays, been greater in Fifth-ave. than in any other
avenue. Is it net full time that the city shouild
sess itself of what is legelly its own, and thus
able to e this great thoroughfare wide
enough for the trafie that is now pressing into it.
thus ading to advance the value of pro
{ts whole extent? JOSIAH C. PU.
New-York, June 5, 1903,

THE TRIBUNE INDEX.

with the

PELLY.

Its Value as a Book of Ready Reference in .

Public or Private Library.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial upon The Tribupe Index does
not elaborate upon its value all that it. might have
done; but perhaps modesty may be excused in one
when commending his own production.

this State, and my observation of the persons who
patronize the library has convinced me of their
fallibility as to dates of incidents, and their
memories are also apt to be treacherous as to the
yvear in which something they wish to know about
occurred. We have in our library flles of several
of the New-York newspapers, but we have only two
of them bound—one The Tribune. because of its
Index, and the other to refer to in connection with
the same articles desired for reference, and which
can be found more readily through the aid of The
Tribune Index, to learn if one has detafls that the
other has not. As a library trustee of many years’
experience, 1 can vouch thit no library can be
sufficient for the people unless it has bound copies
of The Tribune and coples of its annual Index.
Club members and men interested in party politics
and the politics of the world. lawyers, school
teachers and pupils, business men. the clergy, and
even the laity, often come to the llbrary to consuit
the Index for articies in The Tribune from which
they desire to make extracts. or to freshen their
memories about events for their speeches, their
court cases, their sermons, their essays in schools,
etc. And not only should each library have a copy
of the Index, but the majority of the lawyers and
other professional men will find it of great value,
for, even though they do not keep the file of The
Tribune, they will often find the Index convenient
to look up matters they wish to review, and then
they can consult The Tribune where it can be
found on fiie.

1 find that the Index is compiled in a manner
suitable for a newspaper. The newspaper indexer
must exercise judgment as to how a subject should
be indexed, so as to be found as readily as pos-
sible. He must also exercise judgment as to what
is necessary to retain and what may be rejected, in
order to make the work as compact as possible.
As one who has studied the decimal and other
svstems of cataloguing and indexing, 1 recognize
that the newspaper indexer cannot make entries
of subjecets, tities and authors without making the
work double the size it otherwise might be. The
Tribune index accomplishes practically the same
thing by its cross-references. 1 also like the di-
visions of the Index. Take. for instance, the coal
strike of last vear. Under the title “Strikes’ there
is a cross-reference. “‘See Coal Miners.” The ar-
rangement of the editorials is good also. inas-
much as they are grouped together following the
news items on the subject. The Index is valuable
to a very large number of people, and every man
having a library ought to have a copy of it

New-York, June 5, 1903. TRUSTEE.

CHANGE OF VIEW ON NEGRO QUESTION.

Cause of Some Misunderstandings—Justice
Must Prevail.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: If the negro question were not in its deeper
relations a very serious it would in
wayvs tend to arouse the risibilities of the peopie.
Certainly there {s a vast amount of prejudice, mis-
information, misunderstanding and hysterical post-
uring over the black man. Just now we have
the warm hearted and impulsive Southern men
peuring gold into the lap of a white womanr who
refused to make a bed for Booker Washington.
New, it is a fact that Southern white peopie, as
a rule, respect Mr. Washington and his work.
These same men in their hearts would not respect
a woman who would refuse to provide for the
comfort of a dumb brute which might fall under
her care.

A short time ago the Rev. Dr. Hillis, inspired
perhaps by the general feeling of hilarious
fusion on the negro subject, pitched into the Rev,
Dr. Parkhurst—orally, I mean—because h: said
the wholesale enfranchisement of the placks after
the war was a failure; that the negro, like a man
just turned out of the penitentiary, was not im-
mediately and simultaneously endowed with the
qualities of good citizenship. Now, it seemed
the writer that Dr. Parkhurst spoke good horse
sense in his address at Atlanta, in which the
above remarks, or words to that effect, were used.
Perhaps, however, T am mixed up zlso on this
generally mixed up subjeet. Dr. Hillis argues from
what Dr. Parkhurst and others say upon the
subject that the negro is losing ground. He seems
to feel that because men express their honest
convictions on  the subject they are secking
to injure the negro. There Is where there is mis-
understanding again. The truth will hurt no good
cause. Dr. Parkhurst, no doubt, is a sincere
friend of the negro, but does not believe in ignor-
ing facts.

It may be safely assumed that reputabie
people, North or South, really wish the negro any
harm. The people who would willingly harm him
are, no doubt. in the minority in influence and
numbers. Certainly there is no dispcesition to re-
enslave him. In the SBouth, where the negro is
numerous, there is some friction, some injustice,
perhaps, at times, in the treatment of the colered
man, and alse no doubt a great deal of feeling on
the part of the whites, which is perfectly natural
and reasonable under the circumstances. Ore rea-
son why there is so much misunderstanding of the
position of the North and the South upon the
negro subject by each other is: We are practi-
cally affected by it in very different ways. Here
the negroes are so few that we do not have the
remotest need to fear their social or political in-
fluenc~, Furthermore, the Northern negro aver-
ages better as a citizen than the Southern negro.
Again, we have never had the same relations
toward the negro as the South has had. We have
not had our slaves taken from us after a hor-
rible war and then turned upon us in the shape
of an firritating and ignorant political force. 1
state facts.

‘rhe North could do nothing else than fight, and
the noble men who suffered and died for the
I'nion did an imperishable work. The sober sec-
ond thought of the nation is apparently coming to
the conelusion, however, that giving the fran-
chlse to all negroes was a2 mistage—a mistake
in its effects upon the suffering white people of
the South, and a mistake in its effects upon the
negro himself. It was natural that race animosity
should ensue and be intensified by such action.
Let us in the North who believe it was a mistake
to give the suffrage to all negrees say so and not
impeach our fairness and intelligence as men by
refusing to acknowledge the truth. As “hind sight
is alwayvs better than foresight” it is not a serious
reflection upon the advocates of the Fifteenth

Amendment of the Constitution to now acknowl-
edge the mistake. Liberty was & reat advunce
for the negro. To at once clothe him with equal
political powers and privileges with his former
mesters was to violate the laws of prudence and
propriety; to attempt a
change in social and political
was bound te do and has done
the South. 1 am a Republican.
my honest conviction. if we Northern Republicans
had occupied the places of the white Southerners
in reconstruction
resented as they di

one some

con-

to

no

which
to

conditions,
much harm

the giving to an utterly 'iﬁ'
norant ex-slave an equal voting privilege with his
master, and one of the ineffaceable crimes of all
history was the arraying of these ignorant bla~ks
by carpet baggers against their brave and suffer-
ing ex-masters. If the Southern white man at
times
upon the race subject let us
see that he has had stronq
deeply upon the subject. Ve certainly went to
the extreme in foreing negro suffrage upon him,
and one extreme generally produces ancther,
God forbid that the negro

upon, that the strong should do injury
weak! Such a course would surely return a har- |
vest of trouble. But it Is beiter to trust to the '

better sense of justice in the South to do justice
to the n than to resort to
and coercion from the North.
our fight. 1
but iz mainly a Bouthern
tled by the Bouth with the friendly assistance of
the whole Union, with ne drastic interference
unless all elge shail What 1Is
most is friendly relations v
By that I do not mean at all equal soclal
relations. It is Bratifying to see that a change is
over our people on the negro subject.
is a pleasure to find our Northern less harsh
in its criticisms off the So’:‘ch i e
formerly. Some of us rejoice to ;
because we think. as Dr. Millis does,
negro i being deserted by his friends.
cause we believe indieates a wiser,

the“souy 7 ne wpite

1t is net primarily

1 this, not
that the
but be-

The more we
the negro

rty along |

I am al
trustee of a4 public library in one of the cities of |

violent and unnatural |
But I state as |

ays we should have as bitterly |

oes too far in his feelings and utterances
he honest cnough to |
provocations to feel

should be imposed |
to the

too much pressure

t concerns the whole nation, it is true, |
esue and should Le set-

It
and the negro than t

ever had, and “with charity toward all ard malice

toward none”’ approach this subject, the mure

“likely will it in time be s~ttl=d aright. X.
Eagies Mere, Penn., May 31, 190,

BRITISH

Views Opposed to Those of Mr. Moreton
Frewen.

' To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your issue of Jure 2 contains an interesting
i letter from Mr. Moreton Frewen upon Mr. Cham-
berlain’s scheme of an ‘mperial customs union and
urging the acceptance of this or some similar
' scheme in the interests of the British Empire.
| But, political economist as Mr. Frewen may be,
the grounds upon which he bases his argument in
his letter are, to my thinking, unsound, and due to
| misconceptions of real national prosperity and
| greatness. Mr. Frewen speaks of Germany as
| “culminating her commercial triumphs of the last
'_twenty vears by steadily increasing her tariffs.”
| Is Mr. irewen unaware of the great industrial de-
! pression in Germany of the last vear or two and
| the widespread misery of the working classes there,
in spite of the steadily increasing tariffs? Or is
| suffering of the working classes immaterial, so
: long 'as there is built up a wealthy elass, limited
though it may be?

Further, as regards protection in the United
States, the conditions are too entirely different
from what they are in the United Kingdom or the
British Empire to furnish any true grounds of
| comparison as to the relative advantages of pro-
tection on the two sides of the Atlantic. A writer
a few davs ago, 1 think, sir, in your cclumns. laid
due emphasis on this point--i. e., the vital differ-
ence between a compact, large country and a blg,
loosely jointed empire.

Free trade must stand or fall on iis merits, and
if it can be shown that protection will better the
lot of the great majority of my counirymen. 1 will
be the first to suppert it. The imposition of a
“registration duty’” of one shiliing a quarier on
corn raised the price of the cheaper bread in Eng-
land (not the finer kinds of bread) one-half pence
per loaf—a rise of at least 8 per cent in the staple
diet of the majority of the population of En land!
Does anybody seriously contend that it would lead
to an equivalent increase in the wages of agricult-
ural laborers, or that it has done so?

No, sir. Mr. Frewen commits the mistake of the
“three tailors of Tooley-st.” and writes, “We, the
people of England,” where he should write “‘capi-
talists, a few manufacturers and land owners.”
That these would be benefited by a measure of pro-
tection there ean be no doubt, and also certain of
the colonial producers. To any one serfously con-
sidering the condition of thw couniry as a whole
the idea that the preferential treatment of the cuin-
nies gives kngland so much more security for
money advanced to them than she had previously
i amusing. Are the people living on weekly wages
—the great majority of the population, be it remem-
bered—the holders of colonial securities and re-
ceivers of income therefrom? And these are the
people whose necessities of life are raised without
proportional increase of wages. One may echio the
wish that the starving thousands in English cities
might find homes in (he more favored colonies of
‘the empire. But it must remain a wish. The great
so-called roclal guestion will not be solved by
schemes of emigration. A country whose labor
market is understocked may flourish under a svs-
tem of protection, be that system the best or worst,
but in the congested conditions prevailing in Eng-
land such a policy can only lead to increasing pov-
erty and widespread destitution, and the building
up of a smaller and smaller moneyed class and a
larger and larger destitute class. It is not this
that will promote the true greatness of the empire.
Eiti.er with or without any scheme of federation
the colonies must work out thelr own salvation.
That nation is happlest whose wealth is most
evenly distributed, and no scheme of federation can
be admitted which tends to the enrichment of
one class at the expense of the others in any one
of the partners of the federation. Righteousness
exalteth a natlon, and it would be better for Eng-
land and the world that she shouid stand alone and
self-contained, and every one of her inhabitants
have sumicient for his or her needs, than that she
should remain the mistress of an empire with feet
surrounded by starving millions.

1 believe, sir, that the empire is not Inconsistent
with domestic happiness and prosperity, but let us
keep our minds clear as to what is really great.
really true, and not be misled into thinking that
federation, of itse!f. is a thing to be sought, except
fn so far as it conduces to the greater happiness
and good of the greatest number of the inhabitants
of the empire. ANOTHPER ENGLISHMAN.

Poughkeepsie. N. Y., June 3, 1903.

A VIEW OF THE LABOR QUESTION.

Wage Agreements Should Be Operative for
Fixed Periods.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The many years that T have read The Trib-
une have taught me that its practice strictly ac-
cords with the name it bears, therefore by your
permission T will express my views, based upon
experience and drawn from general observation,
relative to what appears to me to be an entirely
unnecessary waste of time, and thereby the lessen-
ing of the material things of life that ought to be
realized, growing out of the constant contentions
between all classes of employers and employes
:n this country, which has the effect to weaken the
foundation and create uneasiness and distrust and
at times almost humiliating depressicn in all kinds
of business. A large majority of employers origi-
nated among and graduated from the ranks of em-
ploves, that i, among the laborers, thus making
them familiar with and strong in knowledge of
whatever occupation they engage in as proprietors
and managers. It enables them to correctly judge
as to the price of wages that they can a ord 1o
pay and the hours that must he worked by theis
employes. The class of emplovers here referred
to base their business contracts and agreements
upon prices of wages at the ‘time of closing such
agreements, also the hours to be worked by their
employes until their contracts are fulfilled, hence
any demand of higher wages or less hours of work
cn the part of the employes during the performance
of these contracts will noi only embarrass the em
ployers, but may place them so that they cannot
comply without it ruining them financially. Thus
it is that the employes or laborers must necessarily
wailt for an increase of pay Or a lessening of the
number of working hours till their employers make
new contracts and agreements. 1 am sure that
there is sufficient honesty and ability among the
employers and employes in all the various lines of
business and occupation to enable them to mutually
and amicubly agree on a plan and a positive sched-
ule of the price of wages and hours to be worked
that will be bindipg and operative for specific times,
or for such periods at least as will guarantee 1o the
emplovers that they will not have to vary in prices
and hours during the consummation of the work
for which they have contracted.

The thought now occurs to me ag to whether the
demand for employes or laborers in all classes of
work is at this time equal 1o the supply, es ecially
g0 if we couple with and add to the supply the vast
number of immigrants that are continually comin
to this counury. If it be true that this supply o
immigrants is glutting the channels of demand for
their services, then the effect works a decided bane
to the whole people of this country. Bettar by far
pay reasonable, comfortable living wages to the
present permanent residents of this country than
to dwarf the fair living price of wages of those
who are here to stay for better or worse, for weal
or woe. I want to feel sure that the permanent
present employes and laborers of this country, both
men and women, will always be ready to say and
do all in their power, individually and collectively.
to keep and protect this country intact ?-pcl free
from all fraternal strife. D. U. STANTON.

New-York, June 3, 1903.

IRISHMEN DISCREDITED.

To the Editor of The Tribune:

Sir: It was with intense pain and humiliation
that 1 read your editorial under the caption
“Irishmen Discredited” in to-day’'s Tribune.

Reluctantly [ admit the substantial justice of
your strictures on the “so-called United Irish-
American societies” for their opposition to the
movement in behalf of the Russlan Jews.

Irishmen have often recalled with pride that the
great emancipator, Dauiel O'Connell, championed

the Jews in Farliament when Englishmen were
Jew balters.
Certainly the Irish ought to be foremost mn

extending their sympathy to the oppressed Cathelic
Poles in Russia, to the persecuted Jews in Russia,
i as well as to the persecuted .relixious orders in
{ France, to the Boers and to the oppressed of all
| 1ands, for Ireland herself suffered more than
two centuries of persecution for faith and father-
i land. Not merely in a passing riot has Irelayd suf-
| fered, but from the studied cruelty of the penal
laws from which U’Cum\eu liberated those people
in the last century.

Those mjuries may be forgiven, bul the lesson
of fidelity to Christian principles burned into the
very soul of Ireland by those bloody persecutions
shouid never be forgotten.

Those principles demand charity toward the
| Jews, as well as toward the negro and toward
the Irish raice. Those peopic are just as preclous
to God as Catholic priests, bishops, pope, anq Irish
people. No Catholic dare deny this fundamental
truth of the Christian religion.

Those principles fiuperatively require charity and
true loyaity to America before Ireland on the
| part of thcse who are Irish-American citizens.

The American Jews form a large part of the
community in which we live. They are our fellow
American citizens, worthy of all charity, of ail
respect, and of all sympathy.

Our first duty is to America, by cultivating
harmony, and we cannot do this if we Insult a
large number ol our feilow citizens by opposing
the mogement on behalf of their oppressed co-
religionists in Russia.

There Is no more noble hearted, generous people
on the [nce of God's earth toward the oppressed
than the American peonle, as they have proved
in most prictical WARYS On S0 mMANY occasions.

The respect and symupathy of the American peo-
ple is a matter of absolute necessity—ol life and
death to Ireland.

‘Phat respect und sympathy
self-atasement Earnestly 1 beg public forglve-
| ress for this anii-Irish aetion. and entreat that

the noble American peonle will overlook the lz-
| morant. stupid folly of “the United Irish socleties™
| 1t is not necessary to cease to be a Cathelic in
order to be & true Irishman. Tt ijs not necessary
to cease to be n gentleman in order to be a

y of lherty. <
Nyt Jowec ¥ MICHAEL CORCORAN.
Brooklyn, June 3, 1903.

1 erave, even to
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BALFOUR-CHAMBERLAIN.

Discussing a New Fiscal Policn for
the British Empire.

Mr. Balfour. the British Prime Minister, in the
course of a notable speech in the House of Com-
mons on May 28, spoke in part as follows concern-
ing the proposed changes in British fiscal policies.
He was speaking in reply to Sir Charles Dilke,
Bart.:

One part ot his speech was intended to make
mischiel between my right honeravle friend, the
Secretarv of State for the Colonies, and mysell.
In that amiable inteution 1 think the right honora-
ble gentlemar will fafl. (Cheers.) And may I ask
the right hcnorable gentleman himsclf what course
he thinks my right nonorable friend, as the Secre-
tary of State tor the Colonies, ought to have pur-
sued in this matter. afier what occurred at the
colonial conference last year? “T'he Colonial Prime
Ministers were asked to come to this eountry, and,
when in this country, were asked (o confer with
the Secretary of State and with other high officers
of the government upen questions material to the
empire as a whole. They did engage in these dis-
cussions. and the resuit of their labors is embodied
in a Blue Book in the hands of members. One
statement which the Prime Ministers was
this: “That this conference recognizes that the
{»\_rinf'iple of preferential trade befween the United

ingdom and his majesty's dominions beyond the
seas wouid stimulate and facltate mutual com-
mercial intercourse, and would, bf ‘!:romotlnl the
development of the resources and industries of the
severa rts, strengthen the empire.” Now, 1
want to know wnether. in the opinion of the right
honorable baronet. and in the opinion of the House
at large, or in the opinion of the country, my right
honorable friend who summoned that conference,
and whose personal influence and whose personal
genius has done so much to stimulate the feeling af
common wmzpnghlg in all parts of the empire
(cheers), ought to have allowed that resolution of
the Prime Ministers of our self-governi colonjes
to sleep in the pages of a Blue Book, or whether he
was not bound to raise the subject for the discus-
sion and for the Aecision not merely of the people
of this part of the empire, but of the people of all
:Ef‘ uth;;r parts of the empire who are Fr:!erested in

is policy.

THE FAILURE OF FREE TRADE.

I would remind the House that the pesition of
these islands is now entireiy different, not only
from what it was ‘n 184 and in subsegquent years,
but is entirely different from what all the leading
free traders of that time supposed it would K
(Cheers.) They thought. and I have never criticised
them for errors in their prophecy—mnone of us is
endowed with prophetic gifts, and I think their
prophecy was a4 very natural one—but they did
prophesy that our example would induce the whole
world to adopt a free trade policy. that this coun-
try would find itself a free trade nation among
tree trade nations: and they dednced from the con-
dition they anticipated conclusions with which I.
as a matter of fact, entirely agree. But these very
prophecies unfortunately were wrong. There is
absolutely now in the whole world not one civilized
free trade community, so far as [ know, except
ourselves. That may be a surpriging result, and
I am not going to examine how it came about;
but it is the fact; and., what ix more, T do not think
that any observer of contemporary tendencies
would suggest for one irstant that the policy in
which every civihz.d community. includi our
own seif-governing colonies, has thus embarked is
a policy' which they have shown the =smallest in-
clination or tendency to reverse. (Cheers.) We
therefore have to look forward in future to a
condition of things in which more and more there
will be a wall of hostile tariffs built up agzainst us,
behind which foreign nations will use their power
for manipulating their own tariffs to their own
advantage and to our disadvantage and as a
result of which we shall less and Fess be able to
find in civilized countries a market for eur manu-
factured goods. (Hear! hear!y Obcerve, T am not
treating this upen the old protectionist idea, which
was that it was vour business, by excluding rival
manufacturers, to foster your own manufactures.
That is not the argument I am advaneing. What
T am tryving to point eut to the House is this—inas-
much as this country must more and more be a
manufacturing country as oppocea to an agri-
cultural one. inasmuch as it must mere and more
depend upon foreign countries for its supplies of

food. inasmuch as it will have to pay for those
supplies of food by its exports, if we are com-
pelled by foreign tariffs, ecolonial or otherwise—by

exterior tariffs, whether in our own colonies or
foreign countries—to dispose of our manufactures
on onerous terms, that would be an onerotus loss
to the community as a whole, not merely to the
manufacturers. The country as a whoele will payv
an immense tribuie to the ecountry on which it
must impose its goods in order to get the corn and
meat and raw materia!l which of necessity it is
oblized to import.

COLONJAL CONSIDERATIONS.

I ask whether the time has not come when we
may debate with advantage the possibility that a
tax might be raised, not merely for the purpose of
dealing with the national expenditure, but for
other purposes. For example. are we really in our
hearts content with a nesition which leaves us
absolutely helpless in the face of all foreign eoun-
tries in regard to tariff negotiations? (Hear! hear!)
1t may be =aid that it is hetter that should be so:
but that in itself it is eminently disagreeable 1
think will be admitted by anybedy who has had
to negotiate a tariff treaty with a foreign country
(Hear! hear!) And T go further and say that if
there is really to be an attempt on the part of
fogeign countries to declare that we are so separate
from our self-governing eolonies that they may
- he treated as separate nations, then I say
hall he forced by patriotism, by public opin-
jon, by every regard for ourselves and ocur cclonies,
to resist that and. if need he. to adopt retaliatory
tariffs. T do not see how anybedy can resist that.
Are we really to be told that Canada. Australia
and New-Zealand are not parts of the BEritich
that they are to be treated as separate

pire;

wations Fimi\!_\' beenuse we have given them self-
government? (! ‘heers.}
Then, there is a second reason 1 think we mayv

profitably raise revenue
and that is. in the words
sters, to bind the colonies

discuss whether we might
for non-rovenue purposes,
of the (olonial Prime Mini ¢ :
and the empire closer together. (Hear! hear’)
Honorable gentlemen may say. ““That is a good
object, but it is not worth paying any large
sum for: what do you gain by it?" Ttis a uestion
of what you get and what you give; but that the
thing itself is worth paying for I cannot imagine
anvbody denving. 1 do not care whether he is a
leading member of the Cobden Club or who he is.
The thing is worth getting if you can get it with-
out paying too heavily for it As You will never
have a tax on food. in my opinion, accepted by the
people of this country. except as p.urt‘n{ a big
policy which they heartilv and conscientiously ac-
fent.. With that vou can do it; without it you can-
not do it (Hear! hear!y The idea that you can
go back to the old protective days and, in the in-
terest of this industry or that industry. ask the
eople of this country to tax their food. T do not

lieve is within the region of practical pelitics.
But does it follow from that that if. by meauns of a
tax on food. you can put the whole fiseal position
end the whole imperial pe sition of this country on a
different and better feoting, is it so certain that the
workinz classes would repudiate such a tax? . . .

A PLEA FOR REASON.

1 always regret the manner in which political
economy is treated in this House ';md on public
platforms. It is not treated as a science or a sub-
ject which people ought to approach im rtially
with a view to discovering what the truth is. either
from theory or experience. Not at all. They find
some formula in a book of authority and throw it
at their oppenents’ heads. (Cheers.) Thev bandy
the oid watchwords backward and forward, they
arouse the old bitternesses, wholly alien, so far as
can see, to any modern question; and our contro-
versies are really apt to degenerate into outworn
formulz imperfectly remembered and into .odern
doetrines imperfectly understood. ¢(Hear!® hear!)
That is a very unfortunate state of things. and I
should hepe that one result of my right honorable
friend's speech and of the debate to-day will be
that the countty will devote itself. not in a partisan
spirit. to considering the real economic position in
which we stand and the real difficulties we have to
face now and in the immediate future, and the best
way of meeting them. (Cheers.) 3

THE AMERICA EXAMPLE.

I am convinced that the trend of thought which I
have ventured—in, I believe ahsolute conformity
with the views by my right honorable friend—to
develop is eminently worthy of consideration, not
merely within these walls, not echiefly within thesc
walls. but by public discussicn, by the collection af
information as far as we can; and we, the govern-
ment, mean to collect information upon it Then,
if public opinion ripe! if the colonies and if the
peopie of this country are of opinion that we ought
to do something to put the Pritish Empire in an
economic Eosith'm which would make it in any way
equal to the magnificent economic position ebtained
by the United States, ihen I think we should have
done well. 1 am certain—no, I am pot certain, that
this scheme is practicable (Opposition laughteri—
but 1 am certain that unless this scheme proves to
be practicable. or unless =cme otrer scheme having
the same results can be hrought te fruition, and if
the British Empire is to remain as it is at present,
a zeries of isolated economic units, it is vain for
us to hope that this branch, at all events, of the
great Anglo-Saxon race is destined to have the

reat and triumphant ecnomic progress which un-
oubtedly lies before the United States of America.
(Cheers,) 5

b
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MR. CHAMBERLAIN'S SPEECH.

After brief speeches by Mr. Lloyd-George and
Lord Hugh . Cectl, dissenting from Mr. Balfour's
views, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr.
Ohamberlain, delivered the address which has well
been described as marking an epoch in British fiscal
nistory. Some of his sailent passages were as fol-
lows:

1 think my noble friend has fallen into the error,

which seems to me to have been the mistake made
by everybody who has spoken in this debate except
the Prime Minister, of supposing that & new policy
has been proposed to the country

stroke an entire and absolute reversal of the whole
of the fiscal pelicy of this countr{.. 1 am absolutely
unaware of anr such proposal ving been mase
either by myself or by anybody clse. and betore I
sit down 1 will show how very much more limited

is the on which, not for the first time, but
on sevﬁ occasions during the last five or six
vears, 1 have put before the country. The second

statement of my noble friend was to the effect that
we were not hastily to deal with the fundamental
propusitions of that great historic doctrine which
in his ’udﬂen! had in its praetical application done
so much the rruferhy of the country. Well
the historic doctrine is free trade: but my neble
friend failed, as every one else has failed, to teil
us what we mean by free trade. It is perfectly
clear that evervthing depends on the definition of
free trade. We may quarrel 1o the end of time
unless in the first instance ‘we come to some
of conclusion as to our termino . With re|
to the definition ziven by my noble friend, it will
| think. by any

not be interfered with by me nor,
honorable

of my ﬂgﬂ on this side of the
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1 tm we may go further with to tﬁ

e or present
W in effect .8 a principis
tion which we put ‘o sho people of this coumtry.
In my speech, I may’be permitted to refer to it,
1 calied attention in the first piace to what I con-
sidered the opportunity existing at the prese.t
time and the importanee of scizing the 3
tunity of making preferential arrangemenis im the
pature of a reciprocity agreement with our eni-

ies. ! heard) . in the second place. I
called attention to the fact that under our existing
system we are hei and totally impotemt
btring any influence to bear on foreign countries
if they attack our colomies, or if lh!y' attack us
in any manner which we consider would be unfa'r
or would seriously endanger our industry. As len3
as we can only say to them. as we did in 192 to the
Colonial Premiers, that what you propose is against
the fisca! system of this country, so long we have
no weapon in our hands and we caunot mest o=
attacks ?al our colonies or the aitacks upon our-
selves, which are already serious and which mey
bacome much more ud cheers ) Now,
these are the two points which I have brought sefore
the eoumf. and the question which I asked and
on which I invited discussion was, “Are you de-
termined to maintain your Interpretation of
trade with such severity that you refuse to give us

er to meet these cases’ [f so—if that is the

answer of the country—then let us announce that
to our colonies; for g worse
than to leave them in doubt. (Cheers.). .
TARIFF RETALIATION.

My noble friend said. in very eloquent terms, that
no one would resent. or does resent. more tham he
does the action which has been taken by G in
regard to the case of Canada. Let me point out—and
I regret that there should be any invidious reference
to Germany—but [ am obliged to refer to Germany.
as Germany is the only country whnich has taken
hostile notice of these preferential arrangements
with Canada. Neither France nor Russia nof
the United States has takten objection. but Ger-
many ajone has penalized Canada 1o the extent of
a very large additional duty. Why? Because
Canada has freely and voluntarily zivem to Ens-
lish products this preferential treatment. (Cheers.)
My noble friend t! X a-pfa.nntly. it is sufficient
to say that we are a people who remember for a
long od and that some day or other we shall
catch rmany in a hole. (Laughter) That is es-
sentially my noble friend’s remarks. That mgebo
very good; but does he think that Canada is 1y
to be satisfied with that? What has happened”
Canada gave us this preference five vears ago, and
for five years she has been penal We have
been bearing hot resentment in our bosom. Much
good that does to Canada; and we are to g9 on bear-
inf it for the time which elapsed between the death
of Gordon 2nd the final conquest of the Soudan.
\\‘Earaver else that may be, it is not businass.
«" eers. )

THE APPEAL TO THE PEOFLE.

Now. I have said that this matter must come
before the peopie of this country. and they will
have to give an answer. They will give an an-
swer, | am perfectly certain, for or against in no
unmistakable terms. Honorable members opposite
think the ainswer will be given in opposition to
any chanke in our present fiscal system, and that
therefore the raising of this gquestion will be to
them of great advantage. Under these ecircum-
stances I am sure they will be grateful to me for
the service 1 have rendered to them. (Laughter)
1. will make no electoral pmg:ecy at the present
time; but I will say that I va generally found
the prophecies of the other side to be wrors.
(Lavghter and cheers.) I am bound to consider the
r\psi Nty, at anv rate, that the views of the na-
ion may be In faver of some such change as is
the subject of this discussfon.

Now. in that event,
when we have got the mandate—if we ever gat it—
then will be the time to produce the plap (Oppo-
sition laughter and cheers.) Everybedy Knows t at
a plan, in the sense of a definite and complete
scheme. is absolutely impossible until we know a

reat deal of matters inte which we have still to
nquire. and into which we cannot inquire profirably
or advantageously unless we know we have zot the
country behind us. Is it nct commaon sense—sup-
pose we have the autherity of the nation to entar
on the comsideration of the subject—tnat the frst
thing we have to do is to go to tae coloniss? Now,
rothing would be worse than to negouate with
the colonies, and probably come to an agreement
with them. and then, at the next general election.
to find that the whele idea was repudiated by the
eountry. 1 can ecnceive nothing more dangerous
to union than that. (Cheers.) Therefore. before
we begin to negotiate with the colonies we must
have some knowledge of what is the eopinion of
the peoole of the country with rezard to the prin-

ciple at stake.
NO HARD AND FAST PLAN

I have said that T conecefve it to be possible—I
will put it no higher than that—to make -
tial arrangements with the eolonies which would
be beneficial to both sides. But if there is recip-
rocal preference. it Is clear that we must have
to receive, but something fto

not only <nmethin§ . .
give. It is clear also that what we have ta zive
on some great product c¢f the col-

must be given 1 :
onies; and as the honorabile member for Carnarvon
has perceived. the preference must ke given either
on raw maferial or on food, or en both. (Opposi-
tion cheers.) That is pretty simple I sheuid have
thought. I will go a step further. When }hn
honorable member for Carnarvon attributed cer-
tain statements to me [ was eompelled to say o
did not accept his guotations as correct. He =a ‘l
that ! was in favor of taxing raw mAteriais ane
food. Of course the henorable member had n:
right. from anvthing 1 have said to say tn\-!‘h}n__
of that sort. In my OPD nion—and th;s.-f‘ m'w.'\v a
personal opinion. for do not let me be \”ld‘-m-‘Pr‘f
ward that I now laying down some 2w O
the Medes and Persians, that is never to be alto:‘-vl
and by which I am afterward to be governed, be-
cause, as 1 have said. induiries are to be instituted
“hich may throw further light on the subject.
(Opposition ironical laughter.)
THE “TAX ON FOOD.”

1 say that, without binding myself for all time
or without shutting my eves to peossible further
fresh information, so far as I can see it will not
be necessary to put any tax at all on raw ma-
terial. (€ ‘And that for obvious reasens.
will be very e the raw materials
which would be suitable to this purpose. If a tax
were put on raw material it would have to De
accompanied by drawbacks on the finished exports:
h that is not at all impossible. it would
i ng with a ré\gtx»r

i with much more simply. ere-
e e ; to give appraferer.ce
to the colonies—I do not say that you are—you must

ut a tax on food. (Opposition cheers.) 1 make the
Ennorable gentleman opposite a - of mfn. I
am prepared to go into any mechanic’'s house, or
any laborer's house, OF to address meetinzs of
workmen or laborers, and, taking certain hypothet-
fcal calculations—for instance. that there was to be
one shilling or two shillings on corn—say to rthem,
“Now, this policy, if it is carried out. will cost you so
muech @ week more than you are paying at present

T ide altogether any economi-
for your food.”" I set as 108 R

cal ‘question as to whether they wou 0
not gave to pay the whole of the duty thaf might
be imposed. 1 will assume for the sake of my

argument. that you pay every penny of the duty,
and, having assumed that. 1 will tell you what the
cost will be. 1 know how many loaves you con-

may be proposed to put a
a table from which you can
m.ch extra wages you musl
the extra expenses of Iving. And that is the
ment to which the honorable gentlemen ofposlm
will have to give their serious attention. If they
can show that the whole of this business will mean
greater cost of living 1o the workingmen, and no
increase of inecome, weil, sir. T have not the least
doubt whatever that all their most optimistic
propheecies will come true. But if 1 can .ebrjv
that, in return for what I ask. T will give more
than T take. them, poerly as thev may think of mv
judgment. T may <:ill have a chance. (Laughter
and cheers.) . . . .
FIGHTING THE TRUSTS

There is one other point that will have to be con-
sidered. Is it not concefvable that we shal] have to
fend eur own trade against unjust competition—
free exchange of commodities at the

not against
natural price, but against somethmf which I be-
oluteiy new and to which | am afraid in-

Heve is a
sufficient attention has heen given up teo the pres-
ent time”? Has the House considered what is the
practical wm of the great trusts which are
row being £ in America, and in Germany, and
on the Continent—the aggregations
wielded by one man, by a single brain, and which
ecan be brought to bear in the way of destroying a
particular industry in this coumtry without rumn-
ning any risk whatever? We are the one open
market of the world. We are the one dumping
ground of the world. (Ménisterial cheers) Now
what happens? Let me trv to make that elear
Let us suppose 2 manufacturer gells good= to the
extent of £90.0% a year and makes a profit of £5.00.
Mis fixed expenses would be probably £65.00.  Put
now if he c¢an increase his business and sell
£100.000 hie profits will he not merely £10.0080. but
thev will be alded to by the reduction in the fixed

expensas on the second (5000 His profits upon
7 £10.000. will probably

the £1£0.000, instead of beins

be 15,000, and the result of that is_that he car
afford to sell. as compared with hi= previous ¢on-
dition. his second §50.000 not only without profit bur
at a loss. That is what is happening. In America
the manufacturers are making and building up
their works, and when thera is a . a8

hae heen recently. the works are at once -
and. so long as the home trade will take all the

works make, that {s a most profitable arrangement

! not the slightest doubt
involving at a |

e

|
|

for the manufacturers,
country. But the m
was a depression, say.

and ne goods come to this
nt, if to row. there
n the iron trade. there js
1t has been stated publely
by the president of that tremendons steel and tron
corporation, and it is actusly being done at this
moment by the great German Trust—it {= perfectly
certuin that quantities of iron wiil be put down
in this country or the conntries we are supplvicg
ata we canrot possibly contest. (Hear® hearD
1 sav this resnlt will occur. that, inasmuch as ne
manufacturer here can porsibly =tand a loss of
that deseription for many vears tozether. hia hueh.
ness will be ruined and the whoie of the eapital
lost as well as the orofit. It Is not merely the loss |
of two Or three years' profit. but the whele of the
capital goes into the sgrap heap. At ail events, to
my mind it is one of the mosi serious jssues we
have to deal with. Of one thing ! am perfectly cer-
tain, In henorabdle member and of any

be depression
greatest industries and this result should foi-
low, nothing will prevent the p of this eountry
frem immediately tmposing a which shall de-
fen' against such unfair
Cheers,




