
HEAEING 02T LAWS DELAY BILL.
:7.Noble Hayes and Edmund Wetmore Speak

in Their Favor.
.'.. j [IT TELEGRAPH TO THE TEIBCXE.IAlbany. March 28— group of bills and consti-

tutional amendments known as the "law's delay"
bills, which were passed last cession and vetoed by
Governor Odell. were considered at a public hear-ing before the Assembly Judiciary Committee this
afternoon. J. Noble Hayes and Edmund Wetmore
•poke in favor of the law's delay bills, as intro-
duced fey Assemblyman Wainwrlght, but opposed
a concurrent resolution Introduced by the late As-
semblyman Perham which was drafted expressly
to meet the constitutional objections raised lastyear by Attorney General Cunneen, on which Gov-ernor Odell based his veto. There are two of these
Perhn.m resolutions.

HAS CAPITAL OF $2,000,000.
Albany, March 28—The Mortgage Bond Com-

pany of New-York has filed incorporation papers
with the State Banking Department. Tho capital
15^52,000,000. and the directors Include John Arbuckle,
&swin \V. Coggeshall. Julian D. Fairchild. Robert
W. Goelet. Oorge 11. Southard, George 8. SewartL
Kranklln B. Lord and William F. Stanhope.

NEW-YORK CITY CORPORATIONS.
Albany. March 28.— followingstock companies

have been incorporated:
Taurus \u25a0 Transportation Company, of New-YorkCity, to navigate vessels on the waters of the Hud-eon River and tributaries: capital. $250.00). Directors

—Archibald H. Bun. Ernest L. Bull, William H RXiileen, G. Alexander Coak and Evelyn Ray Bull.
The Broadway-Kiriirsbridge Realty Company, of

New-York City; capita. JISO.OOO. Director?—
bald S. White, Jameg N. Stout and Nathaniel A.Elsberg. of New-York City.
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The ca*e of the Injunction obtained from Justice
Oaynor restraining the Commissioner from con-tinuing the traffic regulation* about Borough Hall.Brooklyn, is now pending In court.

The arrest of Mr. Peace is a mere coincidence
He is not known in New-York, and not knuwn
to the policeman who arrested him. Ha waa ar-
rested just the same as any one else who violates
the regulations.

Caught inManhattan by Traffic Regulations
Which He Is Fighting.

AM Peace, the Brooklyn real estate man, who
several months ago got an Injunction prohibiting
Commissioner McAdoo from continuing his trafflo
regulations near Borouch Hall. In Brooklyn, was
arrested again yesterday at 32d-Bt. and 6th-ave.
Manhattan, on a charge of violating the traffic
regulations. He was bailed out for $200. Commis-
sioner McAdoo said:

Alleges Money Withheld by Lawyer Would
Have Cleared Her.

Washington, March 28.— Mrs. Florence ElizabethMaybrick appeared before a notary to-day to makedeposition In a suit technically known as Corollne
E. Yon Rogues against DavH W. Armstrong et al.a case involving- tracts of valuable land In Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and Kentucky. Since the in-
stitution of the case in 189? it has been pet ding in
the Chancery Court of Richmond, awaiting Mrs.
Mkybrickyn evidence. Mrs. Maybrick is a wlt.ne;-s
in the case for her mother, the Baroness Yon
Rogues. Mrs. Maybrick acknowledged signing
some papers brought to her by the United States
Consul while she whs in prison, wha told her that
they related to the conveyance of certain Ken-
tucky lands in which she was interested.
She was asked if her mother and herself
had received their share of the 13.000 paid to
Mr. Armstrong In March, 183d, by tho Kentucky
Land Union Company, and if that would have af-
fected her trial. She replied that this money, which
had not been received, would have enabled her tobring witnesses from Norfolk, Va., by whom she
could have proved her husband's use of arsenicand to have aecured expert testimony that wouldhave shown his death was due to natural causesThis statement, and. in fact, nearly all Mrs May-
brick's testimony, »as objected to by Mr' Arm-strong. The crops-examimuion developed that the
defence will endeavor to show that the plaintiff
has not been defrauded of ajiy money or title to
property, and that the defendant, Armstrong wasn meml>er of the Louisville bar at the time andwas in good standing professionally.

AHI PEACE ARRESTED AGAIN.

Four Ships Bring 4.872 Steerage Passengers—
Seth Low Visits EllisIsland.

The tide of immigration Is keeping well up to the
record of last week. The Sardegna and the Giulia,
from Naple3, the Kroonland. from Antwerp and
the Ryndam, from Rotterdam, brought to port yes-
terday 4,672 steerage passengers. The oflicials at
Ellis Island are still badly crowded and are com-
pelled to work overtime.

Beth Low, accompanied by ex-Commissioner Will-
lams, made a visit to Ellis Island yesterday. Mr.
Low had never been over to the island before, and
was greatly interested in the methods of tho bu-
reau. He said that his visit was purely one ofobservation.

MRS. MAYBRICK GIVES TESTIMONY.

FLOOD OF IMMIGRATION CONTINUES.

Police Confirm Theory of Disappearance
—

Fear He Is Dead.
It Is thought certain that John Donohue. the

seven-year-old boy, of No. 785 llth-ave.. who has
been missing from his home since March 22, Is
locked in a freight car somewhere on one of the
railroads of the country. A young playmate, Sam-
uel Hannigan. of No. 223 West 60th-st., says he sawJohnny in a freight car at 65th-st. and llth-ave. on
the night of his disappearance.

Detective Sergeant Finn has been following up
that clew, and had a talk withthe yardmaster and
the chief detective of the New-York Central. The
yardmnster had no record that there wuan empty,
opened car in the yards on the evening In question!
On closer questioning young Hannigan said that he
and Johnny Donohie and an older boy forced the
seals on the door of an empty car and got inside.
They saw a yard employe coming, and Hannigan
and the older boy got away, but Johnny was so
small he did not dare come out.

The railroad officials believe the employe foundthe seals broken and fastened them again It Is
feared the boy may have died from starvation

Condition of Well Known Theatrical Man-
ager Improving.

[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Indianapolis, March 28.—The condition of Eugene

Presbrey, the well known theatrical man, is to-
night greatly Improved. The operation by Dr. John
F. Erdmann, of New-York, was successful, although
the patient la by no means out of danger. The op-
eration relieved internal obstruction and peritonitis,
but no operation for appendicitis is possible yet.
on account of the patient's condition. Dr. Erd-mann said to-night that ifno unforeseen complica-
tions arise recovery Is likely.

Mr.Presbrey has been 111 at his room in the Clay-
pool Hotel here since a few days after coming West
to supervise the production of "AGentleman fromIndiana. Mrs. Presbrey has been with him con-stantly.

Eugene Presbrey is well known in New-York as
a theatrical manager. He also dramatized a num-
ber of recent productions, among the last being
"Raffles" for KyrleBellew. He was the first hus-
band of Miss Annie Russell.

BELIEVE BOY IS SEALED IN CAR.

OPERATION ON EUGENE PRESBREY.

Republicans Vote with Democrats to

Delay Stevens Measure.
[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TBIBITra.]

Albany, March 28.—Late and unexpected, but,

nevertheless effective, opposition to the Stevens
bill, generally defining the securities in which
savings banks may Invest their deposits, de-
veloped in the Senate to-day, the result of which

•will be the temporary holding up of the meas-
ure, if nothing more serious. This bill was in-

troduced at the request of the State Savings

Banks' Association, with the approval of the
Superintendent of Banking. It has had two
hearings at which no one opposed it. But now
it appears that objections are made by several
corporations whose bonds would be barred as
proper savings bank investments if the bill be-
comes a law. The result of the debate this
morning was a rather humiliatinar defeat for
the chairman of the New-York City lighting
investigation committee, who thus far has
experienced little trouble getting favorable ac-
tion on. his measures.

When Senator Stevens moved to have the
bill advanced objection was raised by Senator
Gardner, also a member of the Committee on
Banks, on the ground that a further hearing
was desired. He asked that Itbe returneu to
the committee for this purpose. Senator Ste-
vens opposed the motion, but was defeated by
a vote of 26 to 18. Allthe Democrats and sev-
eral Republicans who have distinguished them-
selves on previous occasions by refusing to fol-
low the party leaders voted for Its recommittal.
Itis understood that opposition to the bill in

Its present form comes from the Baltimore and
Ohio and Atlantic Coast Line railroads, whose
bonds would not be included; also from certain
other railroads which wish to have the measure
amended to include, their third mortgage bonds.

The Senate to-day passed the first bills of thegroup introduced early In the year to protect
banks from disasters like that which befell the
German Bank, of Buffalo. One, by SenatorStevens, requires directors and trustees of banks
and trust companies to make semi-annual ex-
aminations. The other, introduced by Senator
Davis, provides that any bank officer receiving
a communication from the State Banking De-
partment must submit it to the directing board
of his bank at the earliest meeting. In ex-
planation of this measure, Senator Davis, who
comes from Buffalo, said that when the affairs
of the German Bank were investigated a num-
ber of such communications were found In thepresident's desk which the other officers and
directors had never seen.

BANK BILL HELD UP.

'Bronchitis. Asthma and .
Zzhroat Trouble effectively re-
Itex.? d. Sold only In boxes

Favorable Action by Committee—
Pavement "Grab" Dead.

[BT TKI^EGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Albany, March 28.—The Elsberg Coroners" bill,

which passed last year, only to be vetoed by
Mayor McClellan, was to-day favorably reported

from the Senate Cities Committee without
amendment, and is now in shape to be passed.

This billhas been strongly opposed by the Kings
County Republican organization, and Senator
Cooper Introduced a billdesigned to killIt.

Almost as Important was the action of the com-
mittee upon the FHsgerald patent pavement
"grab," which was intended to open the streets of
New-York City to a concern manufacturing a spe-
cial kind of pavement, and also to open the way
to the oldtlme Tammany contracting "graft" Inthis
line. It had been planned to slip this bill out last
week, but Senator White and Assistant Corporation
Counsel Ouy stopped the game at that time. The
vote to-day was close, but Senator White said after
the meeting that the bill was dead for the session.
The Elsberg rapid transit bill was not considered
by the committee. The Assembly Cities Committee
also failed to take up the Pip* Gallery bill at Us
session this afternoon.

FIRST DAY OF BECKS SALE.
The first part of the dramatic collection of the

late George Becks, the well known actor and
Shakespearian scholar, was sold at publlo auction
yesterday afternoon at the rooms of the Merwin-
Clayton Sales Company, in East 20th-»t. The books
sold were on the history of the stage, criticism,
books on costumes, two of which, formerly the
property of B. de Molevtlte, brought $28 and $28. At
to-morrow'a sale chiefly plays will be offered. A
large number -jf autograph letters, photographs,
etc., will be disposed of at the last day of the
sale, on Thursday. Among the signed letters will
be specimens from the pens of Holmes, "Stonewall"
Jackson. Txmls Kossuth, Lincoln and other well
known men and women.

CORONERS' BILLOUT.

Iadvocate this bill to transfer the authority
to grant the consent of the city for the construc-
tion of railroads, particularly of those the plans
for which have been adopted by the Rapid
Transit Commission, upon the ground that the
Board of Aldermen does not perform the func-
tions which It was intended it should perform.
Iam making no charge against the Board of

Aldermen as to motives which influence them,
but itis impossible for any one to ascertain what
proper arguments can be addressed to the board.
No appeal to reason, no presentation of public
necessity appear to have any effect upon them.
Why they don't get out these franchises Idon't
know and 1 don't undertake to say. Ithink
itis time for the people of the State to determine
what kind of arguments they want addressed
to public officers. The effort to secure protection
of the interests of the city of New-York through
the action of the Board of Aldermen ha3had a
trial which has proved longer than the lives of
any of us and has proved a failure.

J. Edward Swanstrom. William C. De Witt,
James L.Wells, ex-Senator John Ford and Law-
rence Velller all spoke in favor of the measure
and it was made a special order in the Senate
Cities Committee for next Tuesday.

Elihu Root, representing the New-York Con-
necting Railroad, advocated the passage of the
"bill, and said, in part:

"Iam informed," said Mr. Redfield, "by a
prominent member of the Board of Aldermen
that the reason for the delay was that the sum
of $30,000 was demanded for this franchise and
refused."

Sensational Testimony at Hearing
on Elsberg Aldermen's Bill.

tBT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBrNE.]

Albany, March 28.—Sensational testimony,

which culminated in the charge that a bribe of
$30,000 had been asked for the passage of a
franchise act in the Board of Aldermen of New-
York City, was given to-day at a public hear-
ing on the Elsberg bill, transferring to the
Board ofEstimate and Apportionment the power
to grant franchises and to authorize the con-
struction of railroads authorized and approved
by the Rapid Transit Commission. The charge
wa-j made by William C. Redfleld, who told his
experiences In trying to get a franchise for the
Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company for a terminal
at a ferry entrance. This franchise the Alder-
men, according to Mr.Redfield, first delayed and
then refused to grant.

TELLS OF $80,000 BRIBE.

Assemblyman Tompkins Renews As-
sault on Superintendent.

[BT TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBtTNB]
Albany, March 28.—An attack on Superin-

tendent Maxwell, of New-York, of startling bit-
terness was made at a hearing on a billintro-
duced at his request to-day by Assemblyman
Tompkins, of New-York, tho Democratic repre-
sentative who has already paid his respects to
the Superintendent in extravagant statements.
Mr. Tompkins said, directing his attention first
to a delegation of teachers who had come up
from New- York City to support the measure:

Thesa teachers had to come up here and sup-
port what the Superintendent wanted, or else
step down and out. This man Maxwell has
never taught school in his life. You can go
anywhere you want, from the Atlantio to the
Pacific, and you will not find worse schools
than in New-York City. Our children are get-
ting absolutely nothing in the line of educa-
tion. Our parents are crying for something for
the education of their children. Our boys and
girls get less than fourteen minutes a day of
reading, writing and arithmetic. They know
absolutely nothing as a result of the fads and
fancies of the Sui>erintendent.

What we want is three or four fundamentals
taught, not cooking, basket making and sewing,

for boys. There are boys and girls of fourteen
and fifteen who cannot read or write. Iknow of
a picked lot of boys that took a CivilService ex-
amination for office boy, involvingthe most ele-
mentary principles, and 4(3 per cent failed. This
man Maxwell is absolutely unfair to the ele-
mentary school teachers. My friend. Superin-
tendent Harrison, says here that Maxwell is a
bupy man, working until midnight every even-
ing. Isn't there danger of his becoming a victim
of paresis? Ithink he Is already giving evidence
of approaching such a. condition.

Assemblymen Unable to Agree on

Tax Measures.
[BT TELKQRAPH TO THE TIUBUNB-1

Albany. March 28.—A lons after dinner con-

ference at Speaker Nixon's house this evening

added nothing toward solving the revenue tax

tangle. The meeting, attended by Speaker

Nixon, Majority Leader Rogers, and Assem-
blymen Wade, Wainwrifirht, Merritt and Pren-

tice, was held to arrange a programme to

be followed to-morrow evening, when the
Assembly Republicans will caucus on the Stock

Transfer and Mortgage Tax bills. The con-

ferree3 were unable to agree, and willmake an-

other attempt to settle the matter to-rr.orrow

afternoon. Both Speaker Nixon and Mr. Waio
declared after the conference that the discus-

sion had shown nothing except that those pres-

ent held different views, as yet irreconclliabie.
On both stock tax and mortgage tax the five

Assemblymen divided. Speaker Nixon remain-
ing neutral. Assemblymen Rogers. Merritt and
Wade signified their approval of both measures,

and Wainwrigbt a.nd Prentice opposed both. A

tax on all checks suggested by Mr. Prentice was
considered. In the end a decision was reached
to go to Governor Higgins to-morrow and ask
him to solve the riddle. One of the members of
the committee declared after the meeting:

"Everything is all up in the air, as much as
at any time. It is even doubtful if we willhave
a caucus to-morrow. Itmay be only a confer-
ence, binding no one."

The threat was made by many members to
bolt any caucus on either measure to-morrow,

and the appeal to the Governor is evidently
taken in the hope of securing his support in
making the meeting a caucus.

ATTACK ON MAXWELL,

TO APPEAL TO HIGGINS.

"The hearing has been adjourned one week
and it stands adjourned," said Superintendent
Hendricki, and this closed the proceedings.

Superintendent Hendricks said that conces-
sions by both Bides resulting In a compromise
were not Impossible, if more time were given
to discussion. Mr. Root declined to talk. There
seemed to be a general belief that no definite
basis of a compromise had been reached as a re-
Milt of to-day's proceedings. The superintend-
ent can approve the mutualization plan pro-

Thereupon Mr. Spratt addressed the same
speech to Mr. Hendricks, adding:

There is going to be no fixing up of this
trouble, so far as the policyholders of this com-
pany are concerned, except by giving the policy-
holders of the Equitable control of its policy
and the administration of its affairs. We are
thoroughly convinced that the stockholders of
this concern have not been representing the in-
terests of the policyholders of the association
so much as thjey have been representing their
ow/i personal financial affairs. We ask to be
granted a hearing before It is too late to be
heard.

Mr. Platt, Incommon with many other policy-
holders, Ihave come to this hearing in the hope
of being heard. The policyholders of this com-
pany whom Irepresent have been convinced
that their interests are not being properly looked
after by the men now in control of the society's
affairs. They demand immediate relief, and in
their name 1demand an immediate hearing.

"Why don't you tell the Superintendent?" in-
quired Mr. Platt.

Superintendent Hendricks desires me to say
that counsel on both sides of this matter have
held a preliminary discussion before him, and
it has been determined to adjourn the hearing
for one week at the same hour. In the hops that
in the mean time the contending parties can
reach an amicable settlement.

There wa« something of a grumble from va-
rious attorneys present, and finally Thomas
Spratt, representing the protesting committee
of policyholders from the northern part of the
State, said: i

The conference was held behind closed doors
in Superintendent Hendricks's private office, and
various attorneys, reprejenting different inter-
ests, went in one by one. Among them were
Frank H. Platt and Edward Lauterbach, repre-
senting the Crimmlns committee, although Mr.

Crimmlns was also present: Bainbridge Colby,
ex-Judge William N. Cohen and John B.Stanch-
field, also representing the opposition to the mu-
tualization plan under consideration, and Elihu
Root and W. C. Sullivan, who appeared for the
Hyde interests. At the close of the conference
Frank H. Platt said:

Hearing on Equitable Mutualization
Plan Postponed.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TBIBCNK.I
Albany, March 28.—The hearing on the appli-

cation of the Crimmins committee, made up of
a number of policyholders of the Equitable Life
Assurance Society of New-York, to State Super-

intendent Hendricks to withhold his approval

of the so-called Hyde plan for the mutual-

ization of the affairs of this society was post-

poned one week, after a brief session to-day.

The announcement was made after a conference
between the various attorneys and was gener-

ally accepted as an indication of a possible
spirit of compromise. This decision was arrived
at with little discussion, save on the part of
Thomas Spratt, of Ogdensburg, who declared
that the interests he represented desired a clean
sweep.

COMPROMISE POSSIBLE.

So Mr. Schif Says of His Conduct

in Equitable Affairs.
Mr. Schiff. when asked at his home last evening

whether he desired to make any comment on the
petition, replied that his firm's dealings with the
Equitable had been throughout so entirely beyond
any Just criticism and to the company's great ad-
vantage that the petition was absolutely of no
concern to him.

He said further that if the representatives of
the different Important banking interests on the
directorates of the great insurance companies were
to be removed because these companies had pur-
chased bonds from the bankers represented on
their boards. It could result only to the disad-
vantage of the companies, which greatly needed
these banking connections for the advantageous
conduct of their business.

Neither Mr. Hyde nor his attorney, Samuel
fntermeyer, would discuss the petition last even-
Ing.

Mr Crimmlns said last night that he had seen
Senator Brackett's petition to the Attorney Gen-
eral in tho suit brought for Mrs. Young, but was
not inclined to treat it seriously. He said that
a good many statement* had been made there
which he thought It would be pretty hard to sub-
stantiate. This petition would not Interfere with
the work of tho pollcyholdera' committee, he said,

and be felt sure that it would have not much
effect on the general situation.

IS BEYOND CRITICISM.

to the society, notwithstanding which he has

taken from the treasury of the society during

the last several years large sums of money under

the followingconditions:
"Said Hyde has frequently extravapantly en-

tertained persons to whom he was desirous of
getting social attentions, and has wrongfully

taken the expense of Baid entertainments from
the treasury of said society on the claim that
such entertainment benefited said society by
advertising It, and that therefore such expense
should be paid by it, an Instance of such prac-
tice being the entertainment of M.Cambon, late
Minister from France to the United State?."

Another instance of the wrongful use of funds,
according to the petition, waa tho costume ball
given by Mr. Hyde at Sherry's last January,

which cost. It Is said, as much as $100,000.
Complaint Is also made that Mr. Hydft spends

mtoch time each year in Paris, "and there gives
social entertainments, RJid the expense thereof
and of his travelling from Paris to New- York
and return, his expenses of livingin Paris, have
been wrongfully charged to said society and
wrongfully taken from Its treasury."

TRANSFERRED STOCK ALLEGED.
It is asserted in the petition that Mr. Hyde

has been able to do these things because of his
ability to elect a board of directors, a majority

of w^iich has been subservient to him. The
charter requires that each director shall own
five shares of stock. The petition asserts that
Mr. Hyde or some member of this family has
been in the habit of transferring this stock to
directors who immediately after their election
have reassigned the stock to Mr. Hyde, to-
gether with the power of attorney.

"The affairs of said society have been admin-
istered and controlled by ouch dummy directors,"
the petition says, "and through them by saidHyde, who, by reason of such control, has been
able to do the wrongful and illegal r.cts herein
and heretofore specified."

Jacob H. Schlff. the petition says, has been a
director for several years, during which time he
has been a partner in the firm of Kuhn, Loeb &
Co. This firm, it Is asserted, has sold more
than $5,000,000 of bonds and other securities to
the society and has received large sums in the
way of commissions, in which Mr. Schiff, as a
member of the firm, has received a share, in ex-
press violation of the statutes. The sum re-
ceived by Mr. Schiff and his firm, the petitioners
say, should be recovered by the society, and Mr.
Schiff should be removed and disqualified from
holding the position of director in any insurance
company of the State.

The petitioners assert that officers of the so-
ciety, through gross mismanagement of thefunds, have made many hundreds of thousands
of dollars. It is asserted that the society pur-
chased a large block of stock in the American
Deposit and Loan Company, now the Equitable
Tni3t Company, at $600 a share, though the
stock was not worth more than $150 a share,
which was all that the officials of the society,
who were in control of the trust company, paid
for it. Through this transaction, the petition
says, the funds of the society were depleted to
the extent of $1,126,000, and the officials of the
society who control the trust company made
?2,000.000 or more.

Simply forPolicyholders, Says Crim-
mins—To Form New Plan.:*

On his return from Albany last night, John D.
Crimmlns, chairman of the policyholders' protec-
tive committee, said that an attempt would
made by his committee to work out with the trus-
tees of the Equitable a mutualization plan which \u25a0

might be satisfactory to both sides. His commit-
tee would be glad to meet the directors' committee
or the officers of the Equitable at any time, he \u25a0

went on, and a proposal for such a meeting would
probably be made by the committee's counsel.

Superintendent Hendricks, who had a pretty clear
idea of the situation, and appeared to be in pos-
session of much knowledge concerning the so- \u25a0

ciety, had such a meeting in mind when he ad-
journed the hearing for one week, declared Mr.
Crimmins, who himself felt that as the Equitable
directors had settled their differences amicably, it
was quite possible that they and the polieyholders'
committee might reach harmony. Said Mr. Crim-
mlns: '"'_.

The directors by their plan have acknowledged
the necessity of mutualizatlon. and all we policy-
holders urge is that this mutualization be accom-
plished speedily. We are not allied to either side
In the difference which existed between the di-
rectors. We will hold neither with Mr. Hyde nor
with Mr. Alexander. We're not going into any
question of the mismanagement of the affairs of
trie society. All we know is that the officers have
shown larsre profits. We willhave no personalities
in our campaign, and we don't Intend to be drawn {
Into any of the politics of the board of directors.

We shall be perfectly willingto meet the direc- I
tors" committee of seven, or any of the officers of j
the society, and hope such a meeting can be ar-

'
ranged through counsel, and some solution of the

'
vexing: mutualization question found.

'

Mr. Crimmins had seen the petition to the Attor-
ney General entered by Senator Brackett in Mrs.
Young's case. He did not treat it seriously, de-

:
daring that many statements had been made in it
which would be pretty hard to prove. Itwould
have no effect on his committees work, he said,
and little on the general situation, he thought. . j.

A letter under date of March 25 was given out I
yesterday by counsel for the Crimmins committee, ;
addressed to the various local policyholders' com- j
mittees which have been organized throughout this

'
State, suggesting that each local committee should :
send one or more of its members, or one or more !
influential policyholders. to attend the hearing be- ,
fore the Superintendent of Insurance for the pur- i
pose of opposing the proposed amended charter of i
the Equitable Life Assurance Society. In this circu- I
lar letter the several steps In the contest between t
the two parties in the Equitable management are I
described— the protest of thirty-seven of.the soci- [
ety's working officers, presented at the annual \u25a0

meeting in February; the re-election of James IL j
Hyde as vice-president, the naming of the com: ;
tee of seven and the adoption by the directors of the
mutualization plan proposed by that committee.
The letter continues, Inpart:

Not until December, 1908, will the policyholders
have had opportunity to vote for a majority oftwenty-eight directors. Assuming that the policy-
holders could organize and remain actively organ- <
ized until 1908. their now conceded right to control

'
their own property is postponed for nearly four

'
years. Mr. Hyde and his committeemen knew. In

'
arranging this plan the difficulty of the main- !
tenance of an effective policyholders' organization. I
costing, as it would, large sums of money to becollected from persons scattered over the world.They knew that within four years Mr. Hyde andhis allies could obtain control over th© organized •
agencies, and that they could thereby enable them-
selves to elect all thirteen of the directors at the
annual meetings. These things are patent, andthe committee's plan can deceive no one It isnot genuine. It was devised to preserve the Hydecontrol.

The question arises, Why did the directors per- :
petuate tho Hyde management The answer cannotbe concealed. The full board Is .fifty-two. Thereare two vacancies. Of the fifty directors, elevenonly are stockholders, and naturally they share m '
the desire to maintain the system which has \u25a0••-\u25a0

mitted each $100 share to be valued at many thou- Isand?, although only entitled to annual dividends
ViR?r cent -. •The remaining thirty-nine directorshold their positions as directors, not by being actual I

owners of.stock, as the charter requires, but be- Icause Mr. Hyde ha* transferred Into their names
'

on the society's stock book five shares each hn I
still keeping the actual ownership and the voting
power. Some of the n.ore powerful and aggressive I
of these directors have been enriching themselves Iand corporations in which they are interested by \u25a0

selling securities 'to the Equitable, or in being In-IInterested In Huch sales. A casual comparison of
'

the society's published security list, with the. Hst of !
directors, .will show why a large part of the board
Is Interested In the maintenance of the l.imanage- !
ment. Som» other directors are In receipt of
benefits which were .endangered by the proposed
change of management

Some were not Influenced by such considerations,
and probably ware not awarn of the truth. Theywere, 'however, directors only through th« mnu-

'
ence and quam-quallflcatlon* of Mr. Ilyrte ami they '•
were, of course, naturally Influenced. Tho delusion
that prestige and public confidence would be re-
stored with the Ilydn management continued. ••»
cured tho acquiescence of those directors ho de- .
sired real mutualization.
i Mor« remarkable still. th» charr*s which were

Nevada X. Stranahan. Collector of the Port,
•whose younger sister was the wife of H. L. Wood-
ward, said last. night that he believed his brother-
in-law had taken his life In a fit of temporary
mental aberration. He had been nervous for the
last four years, and had at times gone to a private
sanatorium. Three weeks ago he started westward
on a business trip

—
an undertaking believed beyond

his strength by his family. Ten days as word
was received that he had sprained his ankle ana
whs forced to keep to his room. At th it time he
seemed cheerful. The next heard from him was th-»
news of his death. The willow and Justice Wood-
ward left here yesterday afternoon for Cleveland
Mr.Woodward was about thirty-seven rears old

NOT A PERSONAL FIGHT.

posed, but he cannot initiate and substitute.
This must be done by the legislature.

To meet the legislative situation, Frank H.

Platt brought to Albany a bill drawn to cover
the existing conditions of his bill, which has not

yet been introduced. Mr.Platt said to-night:

The billIs a simple one. Itprovides that every
policyholder and every stockholder of the or-
ganization shall have a vote in deciding the af-1
fairs of the society, and every policyholder as
well as every stockholder shall be eligible to be-
come a director. Also that new directors shall
be chosen at an early date. That is all there is
to the bill, and Iexpect that it willsurely go in
this week. The policyholders want it and if
shouli pass.
It waa reported to-night that State Superintendent

Hendricks would go to New- York within a day or
two and endeavor to assist in bringing about an
amicable solution to the existing tangle. Pending
his visit, the bill prepared by Frank H. Platt will
not be Introduced, and it is possible that there will
be no legislative action in the whole matter.

brought by the thirty-seven officers against Mr.
Hyde remain unlnvestlgated. The board continued
Mr. Hyde tn complete power river the trust fun**,
without the demand being made by a single direc-
tor for an explanation or investigation of these
charges.

The remedy for this is in the State. The In-
surance Superintendent, in his annual report, has
recently declared that the society ought to be un-
qualifiedly and Immediately muruaiized. It la in
his power to break up the existing conditions and
to force true mutualization. The efforts of the
policy-holders, if supported by th* superintendent,
would procure an act of the legislature which
would accomplish the result. On th« other hanti,
if this amendment to the charter goes into fore*,
with the approval of the Superintendent, the con-
test for mutualization will,without doubt, be more
difficult. In any event It will not be bandone'i.
and the relief will be obtained.

NEW-YORKER A SUICIDE.

Brother of Judge Woodward Shoots
Himself at Cleveland.

Cleveland. March 2S.—Henry I*Woodward, an
attorney of New-York City, and Charles A.
Brouse, a travelling salesman for the National
Supply Company, of Toledo, Ohio, committed
suicide in their rooms at. the Hollenden Hotel
some time last night. The bodies of both men
were found this afternoon. The coroner's ver-
dict in each case gives despondency over domes-
tic and business troubles as the cause of the

suicides. Both men had used pistols.

Coroner Siegelstein said that a number of let-
ters had been found in Woodward's possession
from his wife, which showed that Woodward
evidently had been suffering from despondency.

Woodward was an attorney and had been in
partnership with Robert P. Cummings, of No.

31 Liberty-st., New-York, the two men form-
ing the law firm of Cummings & Woodward.
The partnership had been dissolved some time
ago. and Woodward became a travelling
man for the Banks Law Publishing Company
A few weeks ago Woodward fell ofl a streetcar
in Ashtabula and sprained his ankle. The i'

-
luryrequired his spending some days in a Cleve-
land hospital. The injury, combined with fail-
ure to meet with business success, is helieve-i
to have been the cause of his despondency.

HYDE ANDSCHIFF ACCUSED
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CONCESSION FROM ULSTER
Continnrd from flrnt pace.

fINAL WATER MEETING.

"Last Days of Exhibition"
American Art Galleries,

MADISON SQUARE SOUTH. NEW YORK.

On Free View Day and Evening,
(9 A. M. to (» P. 31., H to 1O l\ M.)

Until noon Friday,

The King Collection
of

Early English and French
PORTRAITS,

Barbizon and Dutch Pictures,
To be sold at Unrestricted Public Sale

On FRIDAY EVENING of this week
Beginning Promptly at 8:30 o'Qock

AT MENDELSSOHN HALL
Fortieth Street East of Broadway.

(Admission, by cant, to be had free of the managers)

And Mr- King's Collection of
Antique English and French Furniture

Rugs, Etchings, Water Colors
and other Art Objects
Which is to be sold

At the American Art Galleries
On Friday Afternoon of This Week,

Promptly at 2:30 o'Clock.
The Sale Will Be Conducted by Mr. Thomas E. Kirby, of

THE AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION, Managers.
C East "3d Street, Madison Square South. New 5

"There willbe a State commission bill passed,
Ithink. Ihave suggested certain changes to
Mr. Agnew, which, when made, willbring the
1ill into conformity with my ideas, but Ido
not believe In the amendment suggested by Mr.
«;uy, making the commission's findings review-
able by a single Supreme Court justice. More-
over, Ido rot believe in the fixing of any tim«
limit for the action of the commission. Any
commission worthy of the important position

\u25a0 depended upon to act as speedily as
>ie.

"As to the Mayor's bill,Ido not want to ap-
pear to take a position on legislation that may
come to me, but. as Iunderstand it, the bill, as
Itnow stands, bastd on the idea of a State com-
mission, seems to be a good bill. There may be
technical faults in the bill that will, upon ex-
amination convince me Iought not to sign the
bill,but. as ithas been explained to me, 1 think
it Is a good bill. The water situation seems to
me generally to have cleared up, so that now,
save on a few minor points, there seems to bean accord between the friends of the State com-
mission bill and those of the Mayor's bill thatwill result in speedy action."

"The position of Ulsttr County is clear and

definite. There is no equivocation; f>3 per cent
ef our people are agreed that we don't want
our water supply taken. If,however, the legls-

laturr decides to take it, we hope Mr. Guy's

•amendments willbe added to the Mayor's bill."
The Governor took the matter under advise-

ment, but it ie understood that both the State
Commission bill and the Mayor's bill will be
reported from the Assembly committee next
week. In discussing the water situation, Gov-
ernor Higgins said to-night:

tThe Governor Believes the Situation

\ Has Generally Cleared.
\f [BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TEIBtJJTE.]

i" Albany, March 28.— final conference on

the various propositions now before the legis-

lature dealing with the New-York City water

jbituatlon. including both the State commission
tend the city bills, was held before Governor
Biggins to-day, and Ulster County made its

Inal stand against the alleged Invasion. The

tract situation revealed at the hearing: seemed

to be an agreement between all the counties af-

fected by the Mayor's bill and the old. familiar
{complaint of Ulster that It wanted to be left

filone. A little concession Judge A. T. Clear-

fwater. representing Ulster, did make, namely.

jthat the propositions advanced by ex-Senator
iGay on behalf of the city, that New-York -would
(build only the Ashokan dam and would agree to

may indirect damages, was graciously offered
tend not ungraciously received. But with this
preface he reverted to the old familiar declara-
tion that Ulster County -wanted to be let alone,

hranted noconcessions, and was disposed to yield

gto no offer.".

I Governor Hlggins on his part indicated a clear

teonvictlon that New-York City ought to be re-

illeved from the present situation, and incidental-
lyrenewed his assertion that ha wag in favor

'of a State commission, not as an alternative, but

lea a companion proposition. Ex-Senator Guy

'Surged that this State commission's actions might

ibe reviewabl-s by the Supreme Court and that

|a similar peal might be taken on any failure

lon its part to act within a specified time. Apart

\u25a0from this, there was littleor no new ground cov-

ered in the hearing. One thing, however, was

Ijnade perfectly clear, and that was that the

jjeplslature was rapidly tiringof the dog in the

Lmurr attitude of Ulster County and was about
;ready to pass remedial legislation without re-

gard to this county, which has delayed the situa-

tion for months, conceded nothing, and still

remain* obdurate. . *'
Judge Clearwater made an earnest defence of

ihe motives animating the Ulster County pa-

triots. He Insisted that they were "as much, if
not more, afraid of the shadow of Ramapo than

pi New-York City." and professed to be ready

so urge the passage of a bill shutting Ramapo

ns well as New-York. City out of Ulster. J. T.

Smith, who has secured a protection for his

famous bill of last year, managed to find an

excuse for restating his old argument that New-
York City ought to take water from the Hud-
son, but subsided somewhat feebly when ex-

Benator Guy inquired what complaint he had to

snake after being taken care of.
The spirit that animates the Ulster County

opposition, no slight part of which is based on
the fact that the Ashokan Dam means some
eleven miles of the roadbed of the Ulster and
Delaware Railroad, was definitely announced by

P. D. Coykendall, who has spoken for Ulster

from the start. He said:

GAS MEN UP FIRST.

C. E. Hughes Busy 'Arranging for
Investigation.

Charles L. Hughes, counsel for the legislative
ga» inquiry commission, spent the entire day yes-
flay arranging details for the opening of the investi-
gation in the Aldcrmanic Chamber to-morrow fore-
noon. Subpoenas have already been Issued and
served on several desired witnesses.

The first witnesses called to the stand will be
executive officers of the Consolidated Gas Company,

j The first effort c* the commission will bo directed
toward ascertaining the exact cost of gas produc-
tion and retting- data on which to base a bill fordealing with the problem. L.ater the Oakley con-
tract and the relations between Tammany and the
lighting Trust will come up for investigation. The
extent and scope of the investigation depend en-tirely on developments as the session progresses.
Mr. Hughes would not say yesterday who will becalled to the stand first.


