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The Case ofAurelio Bodini

By Grenville Vernon
The history of human stupidity Is

as old as the race and its manifesta¬
tions as multitudinous. It is the one

touch of nature which makes the whole
¦world kin. Stupidity is no respecter
of persons; it is democratic, yet it
flourishes amid the dwellings of the
great; it is equally the property of
n George 111 and of the philosophers
of the social revolution. It. is forever
changing, yet forever new. Bureau-
cracy has of course ever been the rich-
est feeding grounds, and here it has
executed its most preposterous para-
doxes. For the perfect bureaucrat
nothing has ever been too ridiculous;
hand this official a single letter of the
law and straightway he hugs it to his
bosom as the supreme god of his
idolatry. And so last week there was
r.o surprise when It was found in
egregious form in our Department of
Immigration.
The ease of .Aurelio Bodini is, how¬

ever, quite unique. "Whose was the
fault, whether tho original law or

Secretary of Labor Wilson's recent in¬
terpretation of that law, or the local
imm ^ration officials' interpretation of
Secretary Wilson's interpretation, wc

do not know, and that Signor Bodini
was finally released on parole does
not mil the original blunder.

Signor Bodini is a tenor and was

engaged by Sign >r Gatti-Casazza to
bo the leader of the chorus of the
Metropolitan Opera House and also to

«ing small parts in various operas. He
has a repertory of more than forty
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works, Is an excellent musician, and
in every way Is a wnost valuable ad¬
dition to the company. Indeed, it would
be nearly impossible to find, in Amer¬
ica, a man to replace him in his pe¬
culiar position. An American singer,
knowing forty operas, would rarely be
willing to fill the subordinate place
with subordinate salary allotted to
Signor Bodini, for American artists
do not relish being mere cogs in the
machine. In music, as in other things,
wo Americans consider the world our
oyster, from which we will extract tho
pearl, and we don't like to go along
from year to year with no hope of
reward save the consciousness of work
well done. In short, to the Metropolitan
Opera Company Signor Bodini was
important, though the general public
might never have known of his ex¬
istence had he not been held up at
Ellis Island under the contract labor
law.
Tho whole question soems to hinge

on the definition of tho word "artist."
If Signor Bodini is an artist, he is
apparently entitled to admission to
the country; if ho is no artist he must
be deported. We will dismiss the
discussion about fir« class, or second
class, or third class artists. Such a
discussion could have originated only
among men who had no idea of what j
an artist is. A man is, of course, either
an artist or he is not. An artist may be
a genius or merely a man of talent; ho
may possess a great creative intellect,
or he may be only an interpreter; and
a man may bo a genius without being
an artist at ull.
Now artistry-- it is an ugly word, but

wo know of none better.does not con¬
sist in the amount of work done, it
does not even consist in work's im¬
portance; what it does consist in is
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Its Quality. A roan who can do a amall
part perfectly Is at true an artist as
a man who can do a bit; one equally
perfectly. When we speak of a great
artist we are using words loosely.
What wo really mean is a great actor
or a great singer, or, perhaps, a com¬
bination of tho two. A singer can
be as fine an artist as another, though
he has only a rough voice to be heard
and the other the voice of the ages.
Signor Bada, for instance, is as per¬
fect an artist, perhaps a more perfect
one« than Signor Caruso, though he is
not a great singer. Likewise, if Signor
Bodini, appearing in a work of art,
can interpret his small bit artistically,
he is then an artist, and Signor Gattl-
Casazza, who ought to be a better au¬
thority on this point than any official
in our Department of Immigration,.set
tied that point when he engaged the
tenor as a member of tho Metropolitan
Opera Company.
Tho whole affair is indeed a mani¬

festation of our national obsession,
which has been aptly dubbed by some¬
one, we think it was H. T. Finck,
Jumboism. Our immigration officials
when they detained Signor Bodini, had
their eyes on the size of the parts
that wore to be allotted to him and,
more potent still, the size, of the salary
ho was to receive. As in either case
it was far from that of a Caruso, they
decided he was a second class artist,
wiiich meant of course that he was not
an artist at all. Chorusmaster Setti,
however, went to Ellis Island, and took
oath that «Signor Bodini was an artist,
and after some further palaver the
singer was released.provisionally, un¬
til his case should be decided by the
authorities higher up. We are con¬
fident that Signor Bodini's release will
finally be made permanent. There is
a limit to tho ridiculous.even among
bureaucrats.

Benefit for Italian
Babies Free Milk Fund
Next Sunday Evening

Italian residents of New York, as
well as those of Italian descent, who
are the best of Americans, will par-
ticipate in a musical greeting to Ad-
mirai Hugo Conz, one of the naval
heroes of the war, whose flagship
Il Conte di Cavour is now lying in
the Hudson, when Fortune Gallo will
give a gala performance of "Caval-
leria Rusticana" and "Pagliacci" at
Madison Square Garden, on Sunday
evening, September 28. The production
pany of singers. The orchestra of the
Metropolitan Opera, with augmented
forces, will supply the accompaniments,
under the direction of Signor Gaetano
Morola.
The operas will be presented with

Rosa Ponselle, the young dramatic so¬
prano of the Metropolitan Opera; Ric-
cardo Stracciari, barytone of the
Chicago Opera; Stella Dmette, mezzo-
soprano; Manuel Salazar, tenor, and
Mario Valle, barytone of the San Carlo
company.

Concerts to Come
September 28 -Hippodrome, Mischa

Elman. October 5.Aeolian Hall, t'y-!
rena Van Gordon, contralto; Hippo¬
drome,' Vatican Choirs. October 9-1
Carnegie Hall, New Symphony Orches-
tra. October 10--Aeolian Hall, Rich¬
ard Buhlig. October 11.Carnegie Hall,!
Max Rosen. October 12.Aeolian Hall,
Serge Prokofieflf. October 15.Aeolian
Hall, Frederick (lunger, tenor. Octo-
ber 31 Aeolian Hall, Rudolph Reuter,
pianist.
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MME. FRANCES ALDA

Who will appear as Cleopatra in
Henry Hadley's "Cleopatra's Night"

"Jamais de la Vie"
By Katharine Wright

Wo understand from Mme. Prances
Alda that "Jamais de la vie" is the
most prominent phrase in the vocabu¬
lary of the modern Parisian. Before
the war and in our salad days Paris
was a- fine place. Over on the Rive
Cauche two furnished rooms could be
had for C5 francs a month.$13. One
of these miüht have been a little (lark,
but the other opened on a miniature
garden, with green tables and chairs
and a real pebble walk. In those days
one ale at the Café Montparnasse, on
the Boulevard, where Claire, the per¬
sonification of »rood natured efficiency,
distributed Chateaubriands, artichokes,
crèmes renversées and smiles with
equal impartiality and the agility born
of long experience, and where the
check did not provide a chilly anti¬
climax.
Among other pleasing characteristics

of the city were these: Five francs
would buy a whole pushcart full of
crimson, perfumed roses; 25 francs
($5) would make a fiacre drawn by a
nag whose endurance was remarkable,
considering the prominence of his
bones, yours for a day; long gloves
were 5 francs a pair, and $100 ju¬
diciously distributed would buy a
trunkful of "robes est confections."

But this has ali change«!. A few-
weeks ago we were shocked to hear
that butter in Paris now sells for 20
francs a pound. Mme. Alda provided
the crowning atrocity by saying- that a
chicken cost-- ¡?12. Long ..-K.ves are now

¦! francs instead of .">. and no self-
respecting dressmaker will considei
making a gown for less than 3,00(

- . I

francs. Furthermore, even if one can

afford the price, one's dresses, which
used to arrive about 5 o'clock in the
morning that one was leaving for
Havre by an 8 o'clock train, now ar¬

rive about a week after one's steamer
has sailed. Mme. Alda ordered her
clothes the day after she arrived in
Paris last spring. That is the only rea¬
son why they were ready the day be¬
fore she sailed. In other words, Paris
is an excellent place to stay away
from.

"If Americans think they will ever

again live cheaply in Paris, they had
better put the idea right out of their
heads," was the singer's verdict the
day after she landed in New York.
"And the best place for Americans to
stay is right here. I for one was never
so glad to see anything in my life as I
was to see the dock."
And there have been other changes.

Shopping in Paris used to be a treat.
From the courteous floorwalker at the
door to the eager salesmen and sales¬
women behind the counters it was a
succession of smiles and "Madame de¬
sire?" Now apparently French labor
is arrogant, sullen and superior.
"French people have grown rude,"

declared Mme. Alda. "Take just one

instance.the case of the fiacre drivers.
It is no longer possible to get a cab
to go anywhere in the city at any time.
One says to a coclx-r on the Place de
in Concorde; 'Take me to tho Arc do
Triomphe,' and his answer will be 'Ja¬
mais tie la Nie. TI'..it'"- much too far.
I'm not going in thai direction.' Then
if one protests and tuféis to pay 20
francs for the trip the man will shrug
his Bhoulders ami answer indignantly:

.Your money! What is that to met I
do not need your money.' As for wait¬
ing while one does an errand, Bach a
favor is not to be thought of. «Jamais
de la vie, and give me now the fare!'
"And every one else is like the

cocher. One meetB the same spirit
everywhere. War has made the peo¬
ple dislike to work. The man who used
to make my wigs shrugged his shoul¬
ders when I spoke about an order poor¬
ly filled, and said: 'What would you
have, madame? I cannot work. For four
years I have been standing in a trench.
Go back to making wigs.Jamais de la
viel'"

In Italy Mme. Alda found prices fully
as high. At a hotel on the Lido she
and Mr. Qatti-Casazza were obliged to
pay 300 francs a day for their rooms.

But, while her purse suffered, Mme.
Alda did some sightseeing. Visiting
the former position occupied by the
Hindenburg line, she was able to con¬
firm by her own eyes the reports that
while the Allies endured every imagin¬
able discomfort thQ Germans wore liv-
ing in underground palaces fitted with
electric light, bathrooms and every!
modern convenience. In Paris she saw
the parade on July 14, and in London a
similar celebration for the victorious
Allied troops.

"In Paris," she said, "the American
boys made the greatest impression,;
partly perhaps because they marched
with much closer ranks than the
French and English soldiers. But an-
other idea for people over here to get
rid o£ is that Americans are generally
popular in Paris. On the contrary, the
French think France won the war, and
tho Americans only came in at the last
moment."
We had thought of working overtime

to save up for a trip abroad next sum-
mer. But after talking with Mme.
Alda we are converted from the idea.j
Jamais de la viel
-.+_

LEONID ZINOVIEFF

As Rademes in "Aida" at the
Brooklyn Academy of Music,

Thursday evening
Opera in firortklyn

Six performances of opera, from Sep¬
tember 2t! lo October 4. will be given
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music by
the Italian Lyric Federation, under the
direction of Professor Chev. A. Sal-
ir.aggi. Next Monday evening Verdi's
T'orza del Destino" will be sung by
Mmes. Robinson, Melis, Bornigia, and
Messrs. Boscacci, Ballester, De Biasi
and Cervi. On Thursday evening
"Aida" will be presented, with Messrs.
ZenoviefF, Picco, De Biasi, Cervi, and
Mmes. Siegel and Campbell in the cast.
«M; Saturday evening the opera will be
"II Trovatore." with Mmes. Kobinson
and Melis, and Messrs. Cingolani,
Uoccafusco, Antola and De Biasi. The
chorus and orchestra of the Metropoli¬
tan .-ind Chicago Opera companies will
appear, and tho performances will be
conducted by ».'arlo Pi roni.

Symphony Society
Among the novelties recently brought

.back from Europe by Mr. Damrosch are
works by French, Italian, English and
Spanish composers. These composi¬
tions, in addition to rêverai new Amer¬
ican works, will be given at the New
York concerts. These include, as usual,
eight Thursday afternoons and live
Saturday evenings at Carnegie Hall,
sixteen Sunday afternoons at Aeoüan
Hall, live Saturday afternoon concerts
at the Academy of Music, in Brooklyn;
six Saturday afternoon Spmphony Con¬
certs for Young People at Carnegie
ard four Saturday morning Children's
Concerts at Aeolian.
The list of solqists comprises Jascha

Ileifetz, Pablo Casals, Albert Spalding,
Alfred Ga.n*tot, Rosa Ponselle, Sergei
Rachmaninoff, Fritz Kreisler, Sascha
Jacobsen, Lucy Gates, Henri Casadesus,
I'.einald Werrenrath, Sophie Brasiau,
Mischa Levitzki, Benno Moiseivitsch,
Percy Grainger, Ossip Gabrilowitsch,
Mischa Elman and Willem Willeke.

CONCERTS AND RECITALS

sssôKLvy ACADEMY of MUSIC
The Italian Lyric Fedpratlon announce«
6 PERFORMANCES OF GRAND OPERA

SEPT. 22.FORZA DEL DESTINO
SEPT. 25.AIDA
SEPT. 27.TROVATORE
SEPT. 29..'.GIOCONDA
OCT. 1.BARBIERE DI SiViGUA
OCT. 4..CAVALLER.A & PAGUACCl
With a larare Orchestra of 40 Musicians,
Hand, Chorua and Balle*, under the
Direction et Mr. Carlo Peronl. Prices
7So to 12 50. Tlekela at box offlco.
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made to meet the requirements of your income.
Quality, price, terms and real service that meet

your interests in the best way are facts that
have earned our reputation.

il.t-.%20 Fnlton St., Cor. Hano-rr Plan-, Brooklyn. N. Y

Tclf-phone OnOO Main connecta u;I Departments

Pr»Pr»l-r»r»PI»r»r»r»

The Uffizl Gallery
After being closed for a long in¬

terval, during the war, that its treas-
ures might be stored in safer places,
the Uffizi Gallery is once more open
to the public.
The opportunity has been taken,

under the able directorship of Com-
mendatore Corrado Ricci and Signor
Poggi, to redistribute and rearrange
the pictures; and although the work
is not yet wholly completed, the many
halls which have been reopened show
an immense improvement upon the
former arrangement, and students will
gratefully welcome the changes which
have been made. I
These consist chiefly in a more

intelligent grouping of the works,
of each master; and a moro help¬
ful coordination of tho sequence
of masters and schools. Also in a

wider distribution, which leaves the
pictures ample space, insteid of their
being hung close beside, above and
below each other.
Moreover, pictures have been brought

from other galleries to complete the
groups, so that one may study, side
by side, so far as may be possible,
the works of one master; while pict¬
ures from the "Uffizi have been sent
away when there was good reason to

regard some other as their more right¬
ful place.
No longer, for instance, are any

works by Fra Angélico to be seen at
the Uffizi. They have been carried
across to his'own convent of San Mar¬
co, where so many of them were paint¬
ed; fitted back, in some cases, into
the very niches for which they were

designed. Thus, that beautiful old
building, with its white cloisters and
wide halls and little, quiet cells, the
scene of so many year3 of the happy
activities of the "Angelic Painter's"
life, now contains not only the price-
less frescoes, great and little, which he
left upon its walls, but also the altar-
pieces and other paintings which, for
all their loveliness, had never seemed
quite at home in the Uffizi rooms, but
here are at home indeed, and enable
tho student to study and enjoy them,
undistracted by the works of others,
in the very surroundings where they
came into being under the painter's
hand.
But to return to the Uffizi.
The long entrance corridor, running

the whole length of tho building, and
onco so crowded with a mingling of
ancient statuary, and paintings of the
earliest Tuscan school, and case3 full
of drawings and prints, that it was
difficult not to be distracted both b}
the close proximity and the confusior
of period, has now been wholly clearec
of pictures.

Its wall space is entirely emptj
save for an occasional tapestry; it:
glass side is no longer encumbered bj

j the cases of prints; and nothing re
mains but the old Greek and Romar
statues and busts and sarcophagi thus
better exhibited in its broad emptj
spaces than ever before.
On entering the first hall of paint-

ings one is as delighted with what
one finds as with the arrangement.
The pictures are hung at wide in-

tervals against the quiet colored walls
and only one line of them around the
room; and there is the delightful sur-

prise of discovering, intelligently
grouped among the others, painting?
which, formerly hung In tthe "Ac-
cademia dello Belle Arti," now find ;

place here in a better grouping ani
a better light.

Here, for instance, now hangs thai
great Madonna of Cimabue's, sistei
to the one in Santa .Maria Novella
which so enchanted the people wit!
its beauty that they bore it in triumph
through the streets; legend claiming
that the "Borgo Allegro," the "Joy
ous Suburb," took its name from tha
event. And close by u splendid Ma
donna by his pupil, Giotto; and othe-
primitives which, previously, were

little lost in the crowded corrido
and now can be seen and appreciated a

never before.
And one finds the i;;".ie improve.

arrangement in eacii room one enter.

Botticelli's greatest works hang i
a large- .-ala, where the "Primavera,
brought from the Accademia, now lind
itself once more, rightfully, nea

til«: "Birth of Venus"; the two havin
been painted for a single room of on

of the villas of Lorenzo de' Medici.
Here, too, brought from the Aces

demia, hangs his great "Virgin Wit
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Saints," and the four little picture»
of its predella below it; and in tha
adjoining room, together with his "Ju¬
dith and Holofernes" and "Calumny,"
and the works of the Poi'.ajuoîo broth¬
ers, and Leonardo, is the "Tobit with
the Three Angels," which, once as¬

signed to Botticelli, is now marked as
"School of Andrea del Verrochio."
The Tribuna has been cleared of

the miscellaneous collection of master¬
pieces which formerly filled it, hung»
rcw above row. The "Adam." and "Eve,"
by Cranach, have been taken to the
rooms of the German School; the
Raphaels and Titian?, too, are gone to
join their own group?; Jerugino's "Por¬
trait of Francesco deila Opere" is now
with a few others of the Umbrian school
in the lovely little adjoining room hung
with silvery green watered silk.
Nothing r«m¡,ins in the Tribun»

but the five statues (the central place
being given to the Venus tie' .Medici)
and a single line of pictures, chiefly
portraits by Bronzino, including the
two Panciatichi portraits which hung
here formerly, and some of the por¬
traits of the Medici children.
And so it is all along. . The gath¬

ering here from the Accademia of pic¬
tures which were lacking to complete
groups or link up sequences, intelli¬
gent coordination-, abundant, space.in
fact, improvement from first to last.
Many rooms still remain closed, but

those which are open afford a suf¬
ficient indication of the care which
is being bestowed upon the work; and
the benefit conferred upon students is
one which they will not be slow to
appreciate when the way to Italy lie»
once more open as before. D. N. L.

Random Impressions of
Current Exhibitions

An exhibition of decorative illustra¬
tions is now open at th« Art Alliance
of America, 10 Past Forty-seventh
Street. The illustration.«; run fron*, the
work of little known younger artists to
such well known craftsmen as Alher*
Sterner and Charles Dana Gibson. Mr,
Sterner'« young son Harold is also
among the exhibitors. Covers and Il¬
lustration:-! from "Scribner's," "Vogue"
and "Vanity Fair" stand out conspicu¬
ously among other features.

At the Paint Box Gallery, 43 unsH-
ington Square, an exhibition of uncon¬
ventional photography by Robert Ed¬
wards, T. O'Connor Sloane, Benjamin
Crey. Jessie Tarbox and John Wallace
Gillies is well worth while.

Brock's Painting for France
The first painting ol" America at war,

representing the 7th Regiment parad¬
ing before Marshal Joffre, the French
war mission, Joseph Choats. George T.
Wilson, Father Cabanel and other» at
Grant's Tomb, May 10, 1917, panted byGustav Brock, the Danish artist, has
been acquired by the French govern¬
ment through the Ministère de ¡in¬
struction Publique et des Beaux-Art»
for La Bibliothèque et Musée de la
Guerre in Paris, where it will remain
peí manently.
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