
Out of a Year of Disillusion Into a Year of Doubt
1919 a Good Riddance.Hopes

for 1920 Are Very
Modest

\
HERE'S your hat, what's

your hurry?" would
sum up very fairly
the attitude of the

United States and the world in gen¬

eral toward 1919. It was a year that
nobody loved and nobody regretted.
/'The year of folly" is the popular

parase in Paris to describe 1919.
Tie designation is indorsed by "The
Louisville Courier-Journal." "Here
lits a Grouch" is the epitaph sug-
LJtedby "The New York Evening
World-'' "A sort of nightmare" is

the comment of "The Portland (Me.)
PUSS*'; "we don't want to see its
lite »gain.". Says "The Philadelphia
Pabiic Ledger":
irfàà wants to hear 1919 eulogized?

fly extol » yc*>r of wrangling and
¦addling, a year of prices raised and
¡¿¿als lowered, a year of withered
jofes and flowering fears? Of all tne

j»rs within the memory of living
sen, is there any more emphatically
unpopular than the one through which
thii spinning ball has just whirled us?
"'Good Riddance' was the burden of

lut night's clanging bells. 'Good rid-
dince,' shrieked the whistles. 'Good
riddance,' bared the mummers* horns.
Corónos himself as the advocate would

have a hard time convincing some of
us that our contemporary jurgment is
questionable.
"A somewhat stunned world is look¬

ing forward not as it once did, ecstati¬
cally and thrilling with high aspira¬tions of a new deal all around, but in
chastened mood and with rather wearyindifference.

"It is the negative, more than any
possible affirmative, virtues of the rtêw
year which are welcomed to-day.
"The taskmasters of 1920 are not

exacting. They hail its presence with
relief. One dark chapter at least is
ended. Coming shadows cannot sur-
pites their immediate and detested
predecessors."

"Never did dawn look rosier than
the dawn of 1919," remarks "The
Boston Daily Globe"-."relief fron
four years of nightmare, hopes of t
new age of justice and internationa
good will were among the expectec
blessings. Instead of which th<
world experienced twelve months o:
'hang-over' ".
"In George Ado's musical comedy

'The Sultan of Sulu,' it will be pleas
antly recalled that the first act end
with the Sultan merrily tossing off on
cocktail after another . . . and th
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second act begins with the same Sultan
coming out with a head three sizes too
large, a water pitcher, a hunk of ice,and a song:
It is no time for mirth and laughter.
The cold, gray dawn of the morning after»
"We are at the beginning of the sec¬

ond act. There is just one word for
th« mood in which the whole Western
world faces the year 1920.disillusion."
A more detailed analysis of the

failure of 1919 is offered by "The
Omaha World-Herald":
Great Dreams
"And then, too, we had dreamed

great dreams while we were fighting
and suffering. We were fighting, so
we told ourselves, to makfc the world
over; to make it better; to make it
safe. Wo were fighting to establish
justice and liberty and democracy; tc
enthrone truth and righteousness. Oui
extravagant rejoicings on armistice
day.little more than ,a year ago-
seemed to indicate that we believec
these blessings we had fought for hac
been literally and decisively won, ant
that they would be promptly realized.
"But we found, in the days that fol

lowed, that we were still living in th
same old world. We witnessed the ol«
familiar evil spirits of greed and fea
and hatred and envy and contentioi
again asserting themselves, not only i:
the council chambers of the peace con
terence, but among ourselves an
our neighbors and fellow citizens wh
had been so grandly and unanimousl
united in a common cause while th
great contest was on. To our wcarie
eyes, burning with a long anguish, th
unpleasant truth was gradually ur
folded that-while battles had been wo
other battles impended; that this ol
earth of ours, for all its baptism t
the blood of its noblest and best, wa
not yet regenerated.
"And with this there came disilh

sionment. Disillusionment is the motl
er of pessimism.and of recklessnes
It is an awful thing for a man or f<
a nation to suffer the loss of hig
hopes.to see great ideals tarnished 1
doubt.
"The reaction from shattered idea

ism is toward materialism, and it
in the slough of materialism we ha'
been sunk in the year that passes t
day."

Republicans to Blame
There is not much partisanship

the discussion, but it creeps in
"The New York World's" explan
tion of the failure of 19ia:
"The year 1919 will have few mour

ers. Heralded as the year of peace,
has been a year of war after the wj
It has been a year of disappoint
hopes and frustrated ideals, a year
the profiteer and the reactionary,
year of greed and sordidness and ba
partisanship.
"Twelve months ago to-day evei

body believed that 1919 would ma
the beginning of a new era in the i
¡ations between labor and capital, 1
tween individuals and government, a

between nation and nation. The 1
ginning of 1920 sees all these relati«
ships more tangled and snarled th
they were last New Year.
"This country is suffering to-c

more from politics than from radie
ism. It is suffering more from pol
cians than it is from sedition. Fo;
year the Republicans have devo
themselves to the destruction of Pr<
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I dent Wilson's leadership, without offer¬
ing any substitute for it. They have
had no leadership of their own and no

policies of their own, and the net re¬
sult of their activities has been to
create a state of utter confusion in j
government which is breeding a state
of utter confusion everywhere."
A Republican view, diametrically

opposed to this Democratic diag¬
nosis, is found in "The Philadelphia
North American," which declares
that never was the nation as urgent¬
ly in need of practical guidance and
constructive statesmanship, and the
whole country looked to Washing¬
ton for a policy:

"But it looked in vain. President
Wilson had left his post, had estab-
lished himself 3,000 miles from the
nation's capital and devoted himself to

an enterprise which he proclaimed was
'greater than the government.' With¬
out relinquishing any of the arbitrary
powers which had -been properly con¬
ferred upon him for the war period,
he literally abandoned the seat of gov¬
ernment, leaving the country leader-
less and its economic affairs in a con¬
dition almost chaotic.

Alwags a Reaction
"So long as it was believed that he

would soon return and help to restore
normal.conditions, business and indus-
try strove hopefully with temporary
expedients of readjustment. But when
it was realized that his absence would
be of indefinite duration the sense of
restraint wore off; and when, upon
his return, it was made clear that he
had no real concern for national needs
a spirit of recklessness seized the
country. A government lacking lead-

ership or policy or program was an
invitation to an economic debauch, and
there ensued an orgy of profiteering
which caught into its intoxicating in¬
fluence well nigh-every class and group
of the population.
"One of the clearest teachings of

history is that after a great war, with
its sorrows and its sufferings, there Í3
always a reaction, manifesting itself
in a spirit Of unrest, of moral reck¬
lessness. It was because of this that
judicious minds were profoundly dis¬
turbed by the President's insistence
upon leaving his post at the most crit¬
ical period in the country's history. It
is true that his leadership was not
fully adequate or fully trusted, yet
such as it was it was indispensable
for the attainment of an orderly
restoration of normal conditions."
.One of the few papers taking a

i more favorable view of 1919 is "The
Richmond Times-Dispatch," which
calls it a year "not wasted" and
summarizes its achievements as fol¬
lows:
"The destructive elements of the

world had planned for this year now
gone by. It is evident that they had
prepared carefully and cunningly to
take advantage of natural confusion,
unrest and reaction and instigate up¬
heavals to shatter the foundations of
orderly society, government and civil¬
ization. They have been baffled every¬
where but in Russia, and in this coun¬

try have been revealed as pitifully
feeble in numbers and influence, com¬

pared with the great body of citizen-
ship.a few score here, a thousand or
so there. The mach dreaded miners'
and railway strikes in England came
and went. Here we have had the steel
and coal mine strikes, the attempts to
destroy the efficiency of the police and
firemen. All have passed without se¬
rious disturbance of our general peace
or impairment of our stability.
Wonderfully Well

"Probably as all the facts and inside
history become known w« will realize
that we have come through -a critical
ard dangerous year wonderfully well."

A few signs of hope, of a very
different character, are also descried
¡by "The New York Call," which
calls 1919 "a year of chaos" and
declares that "everywhere the reac-

tionary classes have ridden the
backwash of the bloody tide of
war," but, nevertheless, "the period
has not been without its hopes".
"The Russian workers' and peasants

have survived a starvation blockade
and have crushed armies armed and
munitioned by the great powers. In
Italy the Socialists have won all of
the northern industrial centers of the
nation and have themselves become a

'great power. In Switzerland the So¬
cialists have acquired a large increase
of power. In France the Socialist
vote has increased over a half millior
in spite of a clever election law whicl
reduces the proportion of Socialis'
deputies and in spite of the most sav-

age attacks ever launched against i

working-class party. In England th«
Labor party drifts toward the Left an(
has won most pf the seats in Parlia
ment since the 'khaki election.* Ii
Bulgaria the Socialists and revolution
ary peasants have secured some notabl
triumphs which give the Entente im
perialists fits of terror. In Germany
the drift of sentiment is toward the
Independent Socialists. In the United
States Berger has been returned to
Congress by a still larger vote in de¬
fiance of the veto of Congress. In
New York City we have had a notable
increase in the vote."

What of 1920?
What of 1920? A few papers at¬

tempt the conventional optimism of
the season; but the general run of
opinion might be said to be hopeful
"with reservations." A typical view
is this from "The Kansas City Jour¬
nal":
"The new year opens without ac-

:laim. True, its advent was celebrated
with more or less simulation of pleas-
are. In certain public places the wait¬
ers had to wear hip boots. But that
was no indication of the sober thought
of the whole people who look forward

«

Who's Afraid?
By William Allen White.

Editor of Thé Emporta Gazette, in
Collier'».

¥T WILL be a good year.the best
¦". that ever saw the earth rolling
around the son. Never doubt that.
Of course the devil will be to pay
this year; and he will have a larger
bill than he ever had. . . .

America is going to the star« by
hard ways: but not at all to the
devil. We are traveling along lines
of greatest resistance, but we arc

going forward end the travail Is all
good for our soul's muscles. The
greater the shock.and dont worry,
the year's shock may be terrific.
the greater the victory at overcom¬

ing it. . . . Never before have
dangers loomed ahead as they loom
now. And never before have we
been so ready to meet them. . . .

There Is everything to face and
nothing to fear. It was for
this year that our fathers died at
Banker Hill and Gettysburg, and
for this year that our brothers died
in the Argonne Forest and at Cha¬
teau-Thierry. They did not die
that we should live as mollusks;
but that we should have glorious
opportunity to strive as men for
great causes. And here comes Op¬
portunity with her fighting clothes
on. Who's afraid? Let's go!

to the future with misgivings. This is
not a dolorous painting. Things have
not gone to pot or hit the greased
skids that lead to universal destruc¬
tion. But the new year is not espe¬
cially prepossessing. It is an ugly
duckling that everybody hopes will
turn out to be a swan. It will be
nursed and pampered in that hope, but
it will require something like a miracle
to transmute the colorless fledgling
into anything really beautiful.
Over the Next Hill
"But hope feeds upon itself. The

most significant and promising thing
is that the world continues to wag and
that people smile. Nothing very de
structive can happen to people who
smile. There is tremend'ous reserve
power still to be drawn upon and, after
all, perhaps this is the year of jubilee.
Peace and security may be just around
the. corner, and the sun of contentment
may rise over the next hill."
Or as "The Indianapolis News" de-

fines the prospect and the obligation
resting upon us all :

"The new year calls for work, self-
sacrifice and plain-duty doing in what¬
ever sphere of life a man may be called
to. Less talk and speechifying, an«'
more work.it is thus that our salva¬
tion must be worked out. 'In God's
name produce'.the message is Car-
lyle's. It is precisely so with recon¬

struction. Nothing can be built up
again without builders, and it is the
people and not the government that
must rebuild. ' It is the old call that
comes to men to-day. It is a call to
honest work, faithful service, and cour¬

ageous striving for all that is good,
and for the general welfare. Salvation
is the fruit, not of legislation, not of
social systems, but of character. There
are some things that we should think
of as 'verboten* even in America, and
among them are despondency, pessi¬
mism and fear."

fhe Round-up of "Reds" and the Problem of Free Speech!
fdT^HE series of raids which led
1 to the sailing of the Buford
X has been eclipsed by the na¬

tion-wide round-up of Com-
¡taists, Bolshevists and similar rad-
& conducted by the Department
IJostice. Approval of the govern-
*ot's course is general, as a severe
¦tm against these agitators had
¦¿been advocated by many papers.
The Baltimore News" insists
tat we should not treat the "Reds"
.Jently through sympathy for

struggling Russia, as Russia is less
concerned with establishing a stable
government at home than with over¬

throwing those already established
abroad. The true aims of the Com¬
munists are shown in their platform,
quoted in '*The Kansas City Star":
"The Communist Labor party pro¬

poses the organization of the workers
as a class, the overthrow of capitalistic
rule and the conquest of the political
power by the workers. The workers,
organized as a ruling class, shall,
through their government, make and

When We Need a Doctor We'll Select Our Own
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enforce the laws; they shall own and
control the land, factories, mills, mines,
transportation systems and financial in¬
stitutions. All power to the workers!
"The Communist Labor party has as

its ultimate aim the abolition of the
present system of production, in which
the working class is mercilessly ex¬

ploited, and the creation of an indus¬
trial republic in which the machinery
of production shall be socialized to

guarantee to the workers the full so¬

cial value of their toil.
"To this end we ask the workers to

unité with the Communist Labor party
for the conquest of political power to
establish a government adapted to the
communist transformation..From the
platform of the Communist Labor
party."
Limits of Free Speech
One of the arguments used

against deportations is the right of
free speech, and many papers hasten
to show that free speech has its
limit. This casé does not involve
{that right, thinks "The Knicker¬
bocker Press"; it was the routine
exercise of the government's riight
to rid itself of invaders who were

plotting its destruction by violence:
"We have no desire to dictate other

people's ideas. If they do not like
this country they may express their
dissent and voice their criticisms; they
may even counsel the substitution of
another form of government, if they

| are so foolish, so long as they go about
it in an orderly way- and we will not

muzzle them. When, though, they
pour in from foreign lands in a surly,
snarling stream, and, enjoying the
benefits of our hospitality, proceed' to

tear down the roof that harbors them,
with the aid of dynamite, poison and
flames, we feel warranted in calling a

halt and sending back where they came

from those among them who are not

even naturalized.
"No good American will seo in this

proccduro any peril to his constitu¬
tional rights.and if he does, tho rest

of the country won't care."
The Bolshevik theory, reminds

The New York Tribune, makes free

speech impossible. Those who abuse

its privileges are enemies of free
speech, such as people who advocate
direct action and substituting the
rule of force for the rule of the
majority. "The Brooklyn Daily
Eagle" recalls Emma Goldman's
statement that we cannot deport
ideas, but holds that we can at least
deport the holders of similar ideas
and discourage those who lean that
way. We have plenty of room for
oi'derly critics of the government,
who advocate changes in legal ways.

Besides the Socialist papers there
are a few others which doubt if the
government's anti-"Red" policy is
wholly wise. "The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch" admits that the govern¬
ment is fully justified in protecting
itself, but objects to the "dragnet":

"It is usually not a demonstration of
efficiency but of panicky and'last-resort
inefficiency. Used for political purposes
it savors of persecution and in many in¬
stances results in actual persecution and
oppression. In this wholesale raid
many persons were released immediately,
after arrest. Some of them were Amer¬
ican citizens. How shall these wrongs
be remedied ? These persons, citizens or

alien, have just cause for complaint of
government oppression and persecution.

"If the Department of Justice, where
the guardianship of the rights of citi¬
zens and the enforcement of law rest,
attacks these rights and overrides the
law by throwing into jail innocent per¬
sons on mere suspicion, who will guard
law and right? Who will be mindful of
them? Who will respect them? Who is
safe?"

Mercy for Some
The real danger lies in the abuse

of the government's authority. Let
it clean up the revolutionists legally
in accord with the Constitution.
"The New York Globe" agrees that
the genuine revolutionists should be
punished, but advises mercy for the
"loose-minded liberals" caught by
their visions of fraternalism. They
are foolish to get into bad company,
but by themselves will not be dan-

! gerous. If they should be sent to
prison, however, they might become i
real enemies of society.
"The New York Call" (Socialist)

thinks that Mr. Palmer would agree
with a recent book advising a return
to the spirit of the Middle Ages, when
serfs were docile and agitators un¬
known. The government is "pursu¬
ing a shameless policy, whi/m in the
end means the complete extinction
of any independent intellectual life
in the United States. The fact that
the Chicago raid was organized by
business men of that city shows the
whole thing was inspired by capi¬
talists and profiteers. Mr. Palmer
is hoping to please the reactionary
interests with a view to the Presi¬
dential nomination."

The Radical View
"The 'plot to overthrow the govern¬

ment' is smashed, in the statement at-
tributed to Attorney General Palmer,
who has his rod out in the hope that
it will attract Presidential lightning
this year. All stories agree that the
raids have snaredi less than 4,000 vic¬
tims, and we are expected to be asses

enough to believe that the prisoners,
who together could not organize a

street riot, were arrested'in time to
prevent a revolutionary attack. It is
udmitted that no firearms or explosives
were found in "all the raids. It ap¬
pears to be an omission that was over¬

looked by the 'pinks.'
"Palmer, in his eagerness to win the

favor of the next nominating conven¬

tion, wrote State Attorney Hoync, of
Chicago, that should a raid be made
there before Mr. Palmer's stunt was

staged the publicity would 'send to
cover all over the universe large num¬

bers of individuáis' he wanted. From
this we gather that Mars, Saturn and
Jupiter had been included in the 'plot'
and that the Attorney General(hopcd to

capture delegations from those planets.
"It is admitted that citizens were not

sought in those raids, that they could
not be held under any law, and in fact
many of them were released. Yet it is
proposed to hold all aliens and deport

them because of their membership in
organizations %f> which citizens may
belong without violating any 'present'
law. It is a queer process of reasoning
which penalizes the alien for something
which in the citizen is admitted not to
be illegal. However, it gives a poli¬
tician some publicity for exposing some

mysterious 'plot,' it makes a strong bid
for a Presidential nomination, and at
the same time serves the 'merchants,
bankers and business men.'"
On the other side there is an in¬

creasing demand for a law that will
cover both alien and citizen "Reds."
The offense of the latter class, in
the opinion of "The Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin," is practically
treason, and should be treated as

such. It is possible to draft a law
restricting attempts to overthrow
society, without restricting free
speech, and the need for such a law
is imperative. "The Washington
Evening Star" sums up this de¬
mand:

"It is urgently needed to have a law
that, defining sedition in terms that are
fair first of all to the state, will permit
the punishment of these citizen agita¬
tors, whose boast is that they cannot be
caught because they are native born or

have become naturalized and who, in
gross abuse of their citizenship, are con¬

stantly engaged in works that have as

an avowed object the subversion of the
law, the overturn of existing institu¬
tions, the promotion of unrest among the
workers."

The Graham Bill
Mr. Palmer has drawn a bill in¬

tended to fill this need, introduced
by Representative Graham, but it
has been somewhat doubtfully re¬

ceived. "The New York Times,"
calling it "a severe bill," thinks that
it has excellent intentions but fool¬
ish and unconstitutional clauses. It
is wrong to try to overthrow the
government, but it is not for the
United States to enlarge on the
ancient doctrine of treason.

"The purpose is laudable; but a cer-
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tain excess of definition voids the ad-
mirahle and patriotic intention. The
definition, permanent and unchangeable,
of treason stands in the Constitution.
That it should be changed, that, for in¬
stance, the death penalty should be en¬

acted by the United States for so-called
'treason' 'and for the death of an inno¬
cent person in a riot attending a move¬

ment to overthrow the government, or

to prevent the carrying out of the laws
or decrees of the courts,' seems obviously
without the jurisdiction of common sense

and of the Supreme Court interpreting
the Constitution."
"The New York World" is more

outspoken, calling the bill "a meas¬
ure of vast tyranny. In the heat of
our political controversy it will be
easy to allege revolutionary intent.

Free speech will disappear; every
meeting will be subject to raids."

"In every instance all that is neces¬

sary to establish these weird proceed¬
ings is an allegation that somebody is
attempting to overthrow t'r ; govern-
ment by violence.crime contemplated,
not crime accomplished.

"All governments have a right to
maintain themselves against enemies
within or without. Free governments
like our own, whose power is in the
loyalty of the people as well as in the
law, should safeguard themselves
against crime and criminals. But *n
so doing, it is folly and worse to adopt
the methods of dead or fugitive auto-
crats who terrorized innocence more
than guilt. .. Liberty never has been

j and never can be preserved by such
1 mean's."


