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'I;ie Poisoner
Sought as Six
Die of Arsenic

Death Roll of Lunch
Room Victims Growing
With 100 IlI and License
of Cafe Is Suspended

Baker Held Under

Bail as Witness

Quit and Part of His Old
Dough Was in Pastry;
One of Owners Stricken

Two more deaths weres added last
aight to the four caused by arsenic in
pie served at the Ehelburn Restau-
rant, 1127 Broadway. Charles Roman,
gixty-threa years old, & manufacturer,
of 1148 Lexington Avenue, died In
Mount 8inal Hospital, and Joseph Laub-
helmer, thirty-elght years old, of 11
West Sixty-fifth Street, dled at his
home.

Four others dled earlier in the day

and st least 100 more were affected,
many &0 serionely that they had to
have hospital treatment. More deaths
are lnoked for. It has been impossible
to ohtain a complete list of those suf-
fering from the poisoning because most

of them are Deing treated at their|

homes.

The four who died yesterday morn-
ing are:

Hymun Bernstein, thirty-two yeara
old, Warren Avenue, Palisade, N. J.

Lillian Getz, eighteen years old, 1262
Brook Avenue, Bronx.

Ida Weisshurg, twenly-five years old,
976 Keliey Street, Bronx.

Jacoh Pfeffer, forty-eight years old,
1981 Eightieth Street, Brooklyn.

Mr. Pfeffer was an advertising man,
with offices at 318 Broadway. He was
well known among Jews in this country
and Canada as a forceful editorial
writer for Jewish newspeapers. At one
time he was connected with “The Jew-
ish Daily News" and at another period
published “The Jewizsh Weekly," a pa-

per of his own,

He was born in Galicia, Austria, and
eame fo this country about twenty-
eight years ago. He was a prominent
member of the ™ IFAtpendent Order

Brith Abraham and one of the lodges
of thiz organization was named for
him,

Banton Holding for Motive

District Attornev Banton will sum-
mon every employee of the restaurant
to appear before him te-day in an at-
tempt to fix the responsibility and to
find & motive for placing the poison in
the pie served in the. restpurant on
Monday. Samuel Drexler, head of the
Srm which operates the restaurant, is
helping the District Attorney in every
ossible way. Drexler went to the

ronx and to New Jersey vesterday to
ges if he could identify the dead per-
sons as smong those who ate in the
restaurant on Monday. In this connec-
tion Mr. Banton declared that it might
be difficult to establish legally «the
inet that those who died did actually
dine in the restaurant, and therefore,
ho said, he wished that all those who
ate there on Monday would communi-
ente with him, as they might be help-
ful on this point.

A fpecial meeting of the Board of
Heaithlwn; called yesterday afternoon
by Acting Health Commissioner Mon-
aghan, at which Drexler and his at-
torney, Harry H, Oshrim, were prea-
ont. As a result of thisg meeting, the
license issued to the Shelbourne
Restaurant was revoked pending the
investipation by the District Attorney's
office, the revovation to take effect im-
21'3"““0&3'_.. After the meeting, Ole
Salthe, chief of the Bureat of Food
and Drugs of the Health Department,
taid that chemists of the department
had made an analysis of a sample of
the pie erust taken from the rostaur-
mnt and found that it contained arsenie
in considerable quantity. All the in-
ﬁ‘;dil"jll-ﬂ which \;Orr- used in the mak-

ol pie don il 3 P o)
fornd tnIh.- gh were analyzed and

pure.
“Malicious,” Says Salthe
W [
“thm my, opinion,” said Mr, Salthe,
o ¢ Arsenic was maliciously put into
the pe dough.” He also announced
hm. samples of all the food served in
tre Testaurant were in the possession
¢ the Health Department and that
8¢ would be analyzed as soon as
possible,

The District Att

e ] orney’s investigation
&5 failed 80 far to reveal any one on
Whom guilt may be fastened. Mr.
anton thought it possible rat poison
Which contains arsenic) or gome simi-
llr Bubstance might have been mixed
With the daygh by mistake in place of
%ome of the proper ingredients,
Charles Abrameon, a baker, who left
¢ employ of the Shelbourns Restaur-
Bt on Saturday, was qurestioned by the
istrict Attorney's office.  Later he
8ld as a material witness and
BA releasad {n $100 bail, According
hl;ﬂ‘:, Banton, he is apparently not to

dTha examination of witnesses dis-

0%¢d yesterday that Abramson had

r:ec;r;r;ntcht:u witll-x th? restiaurant !for

w08, coming into its employ

when Louia Mandell, the former baﬁ‘(er.
(Continued on page wlx)

As a vacation
companion—

The Tribune!

Just tell your newsdealer
you want to see The Tribune
every day when you're away
his summer—or phone
Beekman 3000 and give your
Yacation address to The

ribune's circulation depart-
Ment

Doctor-Suici_de Bulletins His
Sensations as Death Creeps On

Bpscial Dispatoh to The Tribune

MILWAUREE, Aug. 1.—After having
taken enough morphine to insure
death Dr. A. J. Herschman, alxty-two
years old, formerly Austrian consular
&gent, exchange broker and physician,
attempted during the last hours of his
life, Monday night, to write down his
thoughts as death approached. The
physician took the.polson at 5:40 p. m,
in his office and was discovered at 9:30
p. m. He diad while being removed to
the Emergency Hospital.

The statement was found in a
of the physician's coat. It explained
that he took his life because of ill.
heslth and financial reverses.

Here ls the text of Dr., Herachman's
farewell note:

“Personally, I have been kept too
busy on this last day in’the effort to
stralghten out matters without over-
]uukmf nnztblng that no time ia left
for petty thoughts. Besides, many eli-
ents interrupted me, keeping me from
meditation. I nevertheless wound all
up, and at 6:40 p. m. took twelve one-
half-grain tablets of morphine, which

will ba sufficient, but which works
slowly.

“Now,at 6:45 p. m.,
drowsy, but far away from eternal
aleep. I intend to'follow the morphia
up by & draught of eyanide of potash,
the deadliest of all polsons, but am
putting it off until the mnrphine'u ef-
fects will be more marked &nd my ex-

ocket

I feel somewhat

“ing to teke this eyanide.

treme reluctance to swallow the nasty
cyanida be overcome,

“The morphine has put me in a con-
dition of absolute mental painlessness,
I am not attempting to review my past
life, and do not try to look into the
future, as I believe that death ias the
end, and that there is no hereafter,

“My thoughts are with my beloved
wife, whose love and devotion has ren-
dered me Infinitely happy for many
yeurs and with my two grandchildren,
who unconsciously brougﬁt sunshine to
me.

“7:17 p, m—Would I not know that
I have taken sufficient poison to war-
ront results, I could not notice it from
my econdition. Aside from Auttering
heart action and contracted eye pupils
and moderate drowsiness 1 feel no
offeats. Still I cannot :? ke up my
mind to swallow the cyan cre and have
lit a clgar waiting further increase of
drowsiness and hops to he soon able
to coax me into the inevitable.

“7:42 p. m—~—I am hers, yet hesltat-
y thoughts
become blurred from the morphine and
a pencation of rupreme guietude reigne
in me. If it was not for my beloved
wife, who just phoned, I would go on
waitin , but 1T am afraid of too long a
delay Ii]e{:m.lam a lapsing into uncon-
scionsness might result in being saved
by medical assistance. Ten more min-
utes, and then the end by eyanide.

“Queer enough, my enly wish is I|
had an additional handkerchief so that |
I could dispose of the surplus perspi-
ration, it being close and my skin
clammy from the morphine effects.”

News Summary

LOCAL

Railroad heads, balking on restora-
tion of seniority, vota down Harding
plan for strike settlement; unicns
ready to nccept; government hints it
&6till has some trumps to play.

Six dead of arsenie in restaurant
pie; one hundred i1l

Hylan mum on Colgan’s charge he
asked him to organize FElks for
Hearst.

City seeks easement on Grand Cen-
tral‘vindu_\:t to relieve msutc conges-
tion. :

Whalen, fearing gas in vehieular
tunnels, insists city needs new
bridge.

Twelva American girl athletes off
for international games in Parls,

Seven arrested, 200 gallons of
Hguor seized, in twenty-one raids.

Sixteen hurt, two women go over-
board, when steamer Grend Republic
and ferry collide in river.

FOREIGN

Great Britaln advises her debti)rs
that the London government favors
a general cancellation of inter-Allied
indebtedness, but that they must pay
if the United States insists on col-
lecting $5,000,000,000 owed by Brit-
ain,

Poincare advises Germans they
must econtinue payments on dabts
due French citizens or Franee will
inflict penalties next Monday. Aec-
cepts Lloyd George's invitation to
inter-Allied conference in Lendon,
August 7.

Harry Boland dies in Dublin of
wounds reccived in resisting capture
by Free State forces.

Greeks rveported planning procla-
mation of autenomy in Thrace.

DOMESTIC

Breckinridge Long leading Sena-
tor James A. Reed by 10,000 for Mis-
souri Democratic Senatorial nomina-
tion, on face of early returns.
Swangon lesding in Virginia and
Sutherland in West Virginia.

Two conferences called for settle-
ment of coal strike, Governor Mec-
Cray of Indiana asks governors to
confer on solutlon. John L. Lewis
Bumonas operators and miners to meet
a8t Cleveland.

WASHINGTON

Senator Gooding demands investi-
gation of all Senators’ interests in
tariff schedules. Silk rates approved
despite attempts to lower them.

Harding said to be planning te
agk Congress to pass legislation for
control of coal industry to prevent
futore strikes.

SPORTS

Glants lose four in a row to the
Pirates; the final game by 10 to 2.

Rain  thalts games with both
Yankees snd Robins,

Dust Fiower wips Flash Stakes at
Baratoga.

An unfinished match between Wil-
Hams and Gobert features the play
in the Seabright tennis tourmey,

MARKETS AND SHIPS

Cotton up 59 a bale as United

States condition report surprises
traders.

Stock prices lower under late seil-
ing wave,

Prices lower at American Woolsn’s
final showing.

40 Killed on Way to Shrine

PARIS, Aug. 1 (By The Assoclated
Press).—Forty persons were killed and
fifty others injured in a collision be-
tween two trains of pilgrims to the
grotto of Lourdes, one of the world's
most famous ghrines, early to-day. The
collision occuyred near Villecomtal.
The pilgrims were all from the region
of Moulins, in the Department of
Allier.

was required to shoulder the indebted-

Britain Advises

AlliesWar Debt
Must Be Paid

Note to Six Nations Shows
Willingness to Scale|
Down, but Insists on|
Enough for Obligations

Calls U. S. Derr::md Fair

Regrets, However, That She

Is Compelled to Ask|
Her Friends to Settle

LONDON, Aug. 1 (By The Associntad
Press).—The British Foreign Office
made public to-night the text of a
note sent to-day to France, Italy, Jugo-
Slavia, Rumania, Portugal and Greeee,
advising them that althouph the Lon-
don government favors a general can-
cellation of inter-Allied indebtedness
in ona sweeping transaction, it must

Fight Close
In Missouri;
Reed Gains

Long’s Lead in Early
Returns From Country
Districts Offset in St.
Louis and Kansas City

Alice Robertson Is
Ahead in Oklahoma

Swanson Easy Winner in
Virginia; Sutherland in
Front i West Virginia

Special Diapatch to The Tribune

ST. LOUIS, Aug. 1—Incomplete and
scattered returns from all parts of
Migsouri in to-day's primary indicated
an extremely close race for the Demo-
eratic Senatorial nominatifon, in which
chief interest centred hetween Breck-
inricge Long, Third Assistant Secretary
of State under Woodrow Wilson, and
Senator James A, Reed, who sought re-
nomination,

The early reports gave Mr. Long a
margin of several thousand votes, esti-
mated as high as 10,000, but it 15 gen-
erally helieved that Senator Reed has
a slight advantage hecause of the slaw-
ness of the eounts in Kansas City and
8t. Louis, which are his recognized
strongholds, :

Close Result Ta Predicted

Predictions wora
night tlhat the final returns would show
the two candidates for the Senatorial
nomination within 10,000 vofes of each
other, for Long has heen steadily piling
up votes from the rural precinets that
oil'set the hn‘rw_v' golns made by Reed in
the two prineipal ecities, In smaller
cities the race has been nock and neck.

Long will have a lead of more
than 45,000 in the rural areas, early
reports indieated, But the cities gave
marked preference to Senator Reed.
Kansas City, his home town, gave him
an estimated lead of more than 16,000
and St. Louis gave him a margin of at
least 20,000,

Early to-night Reed followers were
ciniming victory for the present in-
cumbent hy 25,000 votes, but the early
returns fail to hear ont any such
hope.  TLong supporters argued that
despite the huge totals rolled wp in
St Lowniz and Kansas City for Senator
Read, the unreported precincts in out-
lying districts would result in the nom-
ination of Leng,

Iteed Followers Celebrate
The followers of Reed were so sure

demund payment of the sums due
the British Treasury unless Great Brit- |

ain's ereditors in turn agree to & wip-?I

ing out of war obligations. |

Briefly, the policy advocated is that |
it would be unjust to the British tax- |
payer to ask him to forgive Allied1
war debts while at the same time he!

ness to America.

Although the note was not addressed
to Washington, it evidently was in-
tended primarily for consumption in
the United States,

The note places on formal record, on
the eve of the coming conference he-
tween Premiers Poineare and Lloyd
George with representatives of Haly
and Belgium in Londen, the British
government views on tlig question of
inter-Allled indebtedness and repara-
tions.

Plea for Cancellation

The note constitutes a strong plea
for international settlement of debts
and reparations on the basis of a gen-
eril cancellation of inter-Allied indebt-
edness and a generous reduction in
German reparations, and at the same |
time is the government's reply to those
persons of the public and the news-
papers which lhave frankly advised
cancellation of the French, Italian and
other Allied debts to England, irre-
spective of whether the United States
was willing to cancel the British debt.

While recognizing the perfect cour-
tesy and equity of the American policy |
and declaring that the government is
fully prepared to meet its obligations,
the note contains an expression of pro-
found reluctance with which Great
Britain abandons the policy it would
have prefarred of a general cancella.
tion, and incidentally expresses itself
as still willing to forego any further
German reparations if thereby a gen-
eral settlement may be brought ahout,

No Choice In Matter

The note in its preamble explains
that thers has been no formal discus-
sion between the French and British
governments and that the British pov-
ernment i8 not anxious to raise the dis-
cussion, but that recent events leave
little choice in the matter.

Qutlining the various inter-Allied
debts the note says that no interna-
tional discussion has yet ocenrred on
“the uncxamﬁled gituation partially
disclosed by these figures,” and says if
the British government hitherto gi-
lently has abstained from making any
demands upon its allies for repayment
of interest on capital it is not because
the government underrates the evils

(Centinued on pags four)

Harry Boland Dies of
: Wounds in Hospital

Free State Bullet Proves Fatal
to Former Jinn Feln En-
voy in 1. S,

DUBLIN, Aug. 1 (By The Associated
Press).—Harry J. Boland, former rep-
resentative of the Sinn Fein in the
United States, died to-night in a hos-
ﬁtal here of wounds received early
onday morning in the Grand Hotel in
Skerries, a fishing village north of

e attemnting
ture by troops

of the Wational army,
%
\'.

of their candidate’s suceess that they
began holding  infermal celebrations
late to-night, insisting that the vote
had thown plainly a rebuke for Wood-
row Wilson, who has condemned Reed
a3 “a marplot” and urged the nomina-
tion of Laong.

Definite returns had been received
from 550 out of the 3.848 precinets in
the state at 10 o'cock to-night. At
that hour Senator Reed was still run-
ning more than 5,000 votes behind
Mr. Long and the bulk of the pra-
cinets yet to report were in rural cor-
munities that have gencrally  beoen
conceded to Mr, Long.
in the six-sided race for the Repus-
liean Senatorial nomination R, i
Hrowster, of Kansas City, who has had
the backing of Gevernor Hyde and the
*Old Guard” eclement, is Jeading the
field by & large miargin. Unless this
¢ad is eut down by an uttexpected
spurt by William Sacks, licht wine and
beer eandidate, Mr. Drewster proball'y
will be nominated,

The race between Senator Reed and
Mr., Long was the featurg of the prim-
ary, principally hee e of the opposi-
tion of former President Wilson and
the repular Democratic machine to
Reed's candidacy. Long has been de-
feated five times in Mizsouri election
contests and Reed nlways has been
victorious, but supporters

Longs!
have felt that their ecandidate had the
opportunity of his lifetime to-day be-
couse of the enmity Reed had aroused
by his fights on the maternity hill, the
League of Nations, the Anti-Saloon
League and woman suffrage. Reed ad-
mittedly lost votes also tg Sacks, whose
light wines and beer platform took
many ballots in the primary that or-
dinarily would have gone to Reed,
Hpecial Dicpateh to The Tribune
RICHMOND, Va, Aug. 1.—Clauda A.
Swanson, United States Senator from
Virginia, will serve another term as
the result of to-dav's election, Piling
{Coniinued cn page four)

made freely to-

|
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y to Restore Old Rank to Men Who Quii
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Cha(;s_ﬁnless
Strikes End,

Harding View
Administratio; Fearful
Nation Will Be Plunged
Into Unemployment, to
Try to Force Early Peace

Both Sides Must
Obey Rail Board

President Insists Rights of
Strikers Be Given; Holds
Roads Equally to Blame

¢ By Gilman Parker

The United States government made
clear yesterday Its positlon on the
strike of railroad shopmen in the most
clear-cut and forceful terms brought
to bear for many yeara in connection
with an industrlal dispute in this
country,

Convineed that the prolonpation of
the etrike would bring one of the groat-
est national industrial disasters in the
country's hlatory, coupled as it iz with
the coal strike, tha government be-
lieves that even thirty days more of it
wonld see -the shutt!ngf down of so
many industries that at least 10,000,000
wage earners would be thrown out of
employment.

Taking tha position that the public
welfare ia paramount and that, re-
gardless of the merits of the issues,
this has become most gravely and ser$-
ously jeopardized, the government now
insists that the strike shall be settled
upon the following basie, which it has
evolverd ag the result of ecareful con-
sideration given every phase of the
situation:

1. The unreserved acceptance by
both asides of the decisions of the
United States Railroad Laber Board,
including, as concerns the shopmen, the
lust decision eutting their wages. This
was the chi¢f reason for the strike.

2, The further unreserved accept-
ance by both gides of the status quo
immediately prior to the strike on
July 1, including, as concerns railroad
coneessions, the restoration to thae
strikers of nll rights and privileges
held by them when they went out.

Uphold Senlority Rights

Tha gecond portion of the govern-
ment's geace program, of course, deals
chiefly with the seniority rights izsue,
now held forth as the chief stumbling
block in the way of a settlement.

While the government is fully cog-
nizant that many of the railroad execu-
tives made promises to their strike-
breakera as to retention by the latter
of suniority rights, it has not become
convineced, it was learned, that the
queation is on the high moral plane
put forth by the executlves as sup-
porting it.

Moreover, the opinion of the govern-
ment in the matter of seniority and
pension rights is that when the rail-
roads promised these to their strike
brenkers they offered something which
they had no right to give, The gov-
ernment views these rights as prop-
srty in the poasession of the strikers,
something  whieh  they bought and
paid for by their services for the
roads, and that therefore, although
they may have quit the roads tem-
porarily in order to go on strike, the
roitds nave no more right to take their
seniority rights from them than would
an ineurance company to deprive a
client of all his rights in one of his
policies merely bhecause the client
might have allowed his premium pay-
ments to lapse for a tine.

Should the strikers not veturn to
work st all, governmental epinion
holds, they would have well founded
claims against the treasuries of the
railroads for liguidation of what was
promised them in pensions. Considered
from another standpoint, the rights
concerned are a matter of title, with
the strikers holding the hest claim in
this conneetion, according to govern-
ment helief.

The second point of governmental
attack on the roads’ seniority stand is
that they have given more imnortance
than is warranted by the faets as to
the number of strike breakers they
migint have to consider after termina-
tion of the strike.

Will Force Decision

Inquiries by the pgovernment have
developed that the roads, considered
generaﬂ\ly. have employed strikebreak-
ers numbeoring about 25 per ecent of
their normal shop forces since the
strke began, The roads say that, with

(Conlinued on next paps)

Sisters Live Amid Their Dead
Pet Dogs, Enstirined in Home

Special Dispateh fo The Tribune
MILWAUKEE, Avg. 1.--Bodies of nine
dogs, laid out in shrouds of torh lace,
ciothe, blankets and silks and placed

in the parlor and bedrooms in the
“silent house on Greenbush Street”
were found by firemen who forced an

entrance to-day,

This house, where the hlinds were
raised to-day for the first time in four-
teen years, is the home of two sisters
and a brother, Jane, Marazaret and
Charles Mellen, all between forty-five
and fi'ty wears of ape. The house
was upparently a dog Kennel, and when
one of the dogs died the Mellens Jaid
the body on the parler floor or in a
bedroom, and with all doors tightly
closed continued to live there, In
places in the home hair and bones of
animals were found.

Six live dogs, one or two of them
dying, were found (in a box in the
kitchen.

Discovery that this strange abode

!

was & morgne for dogs was made when
the fire uepartment was called by
neighbors. A small blaze had started
in the basement. Firemen were alniost
overcome by the atmosphere in which
the two women and the man have lived
for months, perhaps years.,

The two sisters were taken to the
Emergency Hospital, where an immedi-
ate preliminary examination was made,
but the women wers reticent.

“They are bright and intelligent,”
Dr. Dradley said after the examination,
“These women seemed to have lavished
all love on dogs that the average mother
lavishes upon her children. It is a case
of mother love gone wrong—and ﬁn_al-
ly developing into the morbid situation
we have Eem.“

The two sisters are well educated.
Jane was graduated from the Milwau-
kee State Normal School in 1885 and
taught in Milwaukee schools. The par-
ents of the thres were well known in
Milwaukee twenty-five years ago. Their
father left considerable property. In

A couch nearby showed that| nearching the place to-day the police
to evade cap-| some one had glept in the room.

found several thousand dollars’ worth
of railroad bonds and jewelry.

an to End

» .

Text of Roads’® Decision

On Proposals of Harding

Followwg is the text of the reply of the Associatipn of Railway
Executives to President Harding's strilke settlement proposal:

tesolved (1) That wae aceept the @ -
first recommendntion of the Presi-
dent, reading as follows:

“First. Railway managers and
workmen are to agree tp recognize
the validity of nll decisions of the
Railroad Labor Board, and to faith-
fully earry out such decisions as con-
templntod by the law"—

With the understanding that this a
not intended to preclude any party
Lo a controversy from proceeding by
legal action to question the validity
of any order of the hoard on the
ground that jurisdiction and author-
ity to make the order was not con-
ferred by the statutes creating the
board and defining ita autherity.

(2} That we nceept the second pro-
posal of the President, reading as
followa:

“Second. That carrlers will with-
draw all lawsuits growing out of the
strike, and Ralrond Labor Board de-
cisfons which have been involved in
the strike may be taken, in the ex-
ercise of recognized rights by either
party, to the Railroad Labor Board
for rehearing!”—

With the understanding that the
strike is first called off, and the rep-
resentatives of the strikers pledge
themselves and the strikers against
violence in any form against the men
now at work and the property of the
earrlers, since otherwise it would ba
tmpossible to consider the dismissal
of injunctions and other legal mens-
ures necessary to protect such per-
sons and property from the violenca
and intimidation of the character
resorted to in many localities since
the strike was called.

Reject Seniority Proposal
Withcut Qualification

(3) That it is impossible to agrea
to the first sentence of the third pro-
posal of the President, the whole of
which reads as follows,

“Thivd—All emplioyecs now on
atrike to be returned to work and to
their former positions with seniority
and other rights unimpaired, The
representatives of the earriers and
the ropresentatives of the organiza-
tions esperinlly agree that there will
be no diserimination by either party
ngainst Lhe employees who did or did
not strike.” _

The railroad executives and man-
agers agree entirely with the Presi-
dent’s statement in his letter that it
is “wholly unthinkable that the Rail-
road Labor Board can he made a use-
ful agency of the government in
maintaining ipdustrial peace' in the
railway service unless epaployers and
workers ave both prompt s ad ungues-
tioning in thelr atceptance of itz de-
cisfons. I think it is more desirable
than I know how to express to have
establigshed the unchallenged author-
ity of the Railroad Labor Bouard, be-
cause we must do those things which
are necessary to bring about the rec-
ognitlon of suitable authority to de-
cide and end such disputea as menace
the continuity of transportation.”

Declare Shop Unions
Flouted Rail Board

By this language the President has
expressed with great force and chrir- i
ness the poliey which we advoldte.
But the deeisions of the Railroad
Labor Board were flovted and de-
fied by the gix organizations compris-
ing the Federated Shop Crafts; the
strike was called to take effect July
1, 1922, and even the summons of the
board to appear with the railroad
executives hofore the Labor Board,
after the strike was called and be-
fore it took effect, was contemptu-
ously ignored by the leaders of the
strikers, who refused to attend the
hearing. Thercupon it hecame the
plain duty of the railroads actively
and wvigorously to undertake to up-
hold the orderly processes for the
adjustment of industrial disputes
contemplated by the statute ereating
the Labor Board, and represented by
the decisions of that board against
which the atrike in question was di-
reeted, and at the same time con-
tinue to the best of their ability to
discharge their duty to the public as
common carriers.

Many men in the service refused
to join the strike, and in so doing
were assured of the seniority rights
gecruing to them and of the perma-
nence of their positions, On eome
important lines 50 per cent or more
refused to join the strike. To these
old loval employees have been added
thousands of new men who were em-
ployed and could be secured only
upon a definite promise that their
services would be retained, regard-
legs of the settlement of the sirike,
with all the rights appertaining to
such employment, including that of
senjority under the working rules and
regulations approved by the Rail-
road Labor Hpard, We espeeially
point out that a refusal to the old
men who remained in the seryvice and
to the new mew who accepted service
of the rights of seniority incident to
their employment  would have
just the opposite effect to that de-
aired by the President, and would
most seriously discredit the Labor
Board. The board itself prescribed
the rules of seniority under which
the men referred to have secured
their seniority rights, and the rail-
road companies have neither the legal

nor moral right to deprive these men
of those rights. By public utter-
ances since the strike began the board
has recognized and emphasized these
rights, and to deny them now would,
instead of upholding the authority of
the Labor Board, overthrow its rules
and discredit ita authority.

The chairman of the Labor Board
at the time the strike was ecelled
made the following public statement:

“Upon one question the striking
employees should not be deceived,
Their leader has =aid that the strik-
ers are no longer employees of the
railways, and they have thus auto-
matically abandoned nll the rights
they possesa under their agreements
and under the decisions of the board,
including their seniority. This is
not the board's action. It is their
own,

“Many carriers are giving thair
former employees the opportunity
to re-enter the service within a lim-
ited time. It must be understood
now that men who remained in ths
service and those who are now en-
tering it will have rights of seniority
that the hoard could not ignore.”
Hooper's Statement on
Seniority Rule Recalled

The chairman of the board's state-
ment that “thiz is an individual
uttersnce, but it expresses, in sub-
stance, the sentiment of a large ma-
Jority of the members of the Rajl-
road Labor Board” was justified by
formal action of the board taken in
its resclution of July 3, 1922, which
stated among other things as follows:

“Be it further resolved, That the
Qm‘}j]ﬂyees remaining in the service
and the new ones entering same, ha
accorded the application and benefit
of the sutstanding wapge and rule de-
cigiona of the Railroad Labor Board,
until they are amended or modified
by agreements with zaid employees,
arrived at in conformity with the
transportation met, or by decision of
this board, and

“Be it further ref®lyved, That, if it
be mssumed that the emplovess who
leave the service of the ecarrier be-
cause of their dissatisfaction with
any decisions of the Lahor Board are
within their rights in so doing, it
must likewise be conceded that the
men who remain in the service and
thosa who enter it anew are within
their rights in aceepting such em-

loyment, that they are not sirike-
Erenkers seeking to impose the arbi-
trary will of an employer on em-
ployees; that they have the moral as
well as the legal right to engage'in
such eervice of the American pujlic
to avoid interruption of indispensably
railway transportation, and that they
are entitied #o the protection of every
department and branch of the gov-
ernment, state and national
Insist Proposal Works
Injustice to New Men

It must be understood that any
proposal that employees now on
strilke shall be permitted to return to
the service, without impairment of
their seniority, is merely ancther
way of suggesting that those men
who took employment in this erigis
in good faith, relying on the prom-
ises of the railroads to protect them
in their positions, these promises
being justified by the authoritative
utterances of the Labor Beard, and
thus have made possible the contin-
ued operation of the railroads, shall
now be gacrificed in favor of men
now on strike, who not only brought
about the erisis, but, by their own
action and declaration are no longer
employees of the railways, under the
jurisdietion of the United States
Railroad Labor Board, or subject to
the application of the transporiation
act. "

In addition to the necessity of up-
holding the Labor Board, and main-
taining the pledges made by the
railroads to the men now at work,
there is the practical effect on the
superyvisory officers of a violation of
the pledges they were authorized to
malke. Their discouragement and de-
moralization would be far more
disastrous than this or any other
strike. Much harm has already been
done by repeated publiention of
rumors in recent days that the loval
men and tha new men are to be
sacrificed to the strikers. This has
diseouraged new men from accepting
employment in as great numbers as
would come forward if certain that
the pledges given would be fulfilled.
Such published rumors only delay
the complete collapse of the strike.
Refuse Settlement Unless
Loyal Workers Are Shielded

In view of the above, it is sub-
mitted that th striking former em-
ployees cann® ‘be given preference
to employer € present in the serv-
ice, witheal deing violence to every
principle of right and justice in-
volved in this matter and without the
grossest breach of faith on the part
of the railroads to the men at pres-
ent in their service. Under thesze
cirecumstances, it becomes apparent
that the railroads cannot consider
any settlement of the present strike
which does not provide protection in
their pregent cmployment, both fo
the loyal employees who remnlr‘md in
the service and to the new employees
entering It.

Harding’s Letter Urging Acceptance
Tells Roads Prompt Peace Is Vital

Following 1s President Harding’s letter to Chairman Cuyler, of the
Association of Railway FExecutives: @

4 -
My Dear Mr, Cuyler: I am writing | either party, to the Railroad Labor
to convey to you the terms of agree-

Board for rehearing,
Third — All employees ngpw on
ment, as I understand them, wpon
which the railway managers and

strike to be returned to work and to

their formar_'p;sltions_ wuli: adenio;}ﬁy

: f kers are to | and other rights unimpeired. 0

:;::‘;dpr:?i{:g?;:r; t:ogalelfng off the | representatives of the carriers and

isting strike. the representatives of the organiza-

exFimt Railway managers and tions especially agree that there will
‘workmen are to sgree to recognize
the validity of all decisions of the

be no discrimination by either party
Railroad Labor Board and to faith-

againgt the employees who did or
fully carry out such deeisions as

did not strike.
In view of the things said in our
lated by the law.
coggi?r?dt The carviers will with-

personal interview, it ia herdly
draw all law suits growing out o

necessary for me to emphasize my
belief in the wisdom of the railway
the strike, and Railroad stn_r Board
dei{:i;‘n: which have been involved

managers aceepting this compromise
in the strike may be taken, in the

in order to brlng the strike to an
end. I have made a very full ap-
exercize of recognized rights by

(Continued an naxt paged
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Strike:

U

Repl;El_oses
Door to New
Negotiations

Carriers Agree to Abide
by Labor Board Ruling
and Abanden Lawsuits,
but With Qualifications

| Want Free Hand

In Finish Fight

[Mecling Is Unanimous in

Decision ; Union Leaders
Accept Peace Proposal

Not a voice was. raised at the
meeting of the Association of Rail.
way Executives hera yesterday in
favor of accepting President Hard-
ing’s proposals for the settlement of
the shopmen's strike. The Admin-
istration plan, which called for the
acceptance by both sides of all Labor
Board decizions and for a return te
a pre-strike status on seniority, was
sald by «ne of the three or four
executives in closest touch with the
situation, to have come as a complete
surprise to the roads and by an-
other company head to have left the
carriers no alternative hut to re-
jeet it.

Officers of the striking unions hera
and in Chicago found the President’s
proposal acceptable, It was an-
nounced at the close of a four-hour
meeting in Chicago that acceptanuce
of the plan to-day virtually fs as-
sured.

The President’s Proposals

Three propositions were made by
President Harding:

First—That railway managers snd
workmen agree to recognize the valid-
ity *of all decisions of the Labor
Board and put them inte effect,

Second—That the carriers withdraw
ell lawsuits resulting from the strike
#nX that both sides consent to & re-
healing of the disputes over which the

wilk-out was called,

Third — That all strikers he taken
back with full seniority and other
rights, with the understanding that

neither side shall discriminate in its
attitude toward strikers and men who
remained on  their jobs.

It wns this third provision which
stirred the executives. They rejected
it outright. As for the two others, tha
second was accepted with seemingly
technical modifications, and the first
with such reservations that its quali-
fied approval probably will be con-
strucd as a rejection in union circles.
The vote on all the proposals was 266
to 2, This wag in effect a unanimous
vote because the opposition sought even
a stronger stand against the Harding
proposais.

The exceutives stipulated that the
compunies were to retain the liberty to
take court action challenging the juris-
diction of the Labor Doard on the is-
sue upon which it is passing, and in-
as much os most of the 104 instances
in which the strike leaders charge that
the carriers have flouted the author-
ity of that body nave been cases of
this kind the shopmen are cxpecte? to
feel that they have gained little in ob-
taining the promize of the ronds to
toke no other action to evade nceept-
ing the board's rulings. The outstand-
ing example of this procedure on the
part ‘of the roads is that of the Penn-
sylvania in obtaining an injunction to
resirain the board from publishing Its

censure on the road's course in the
election of officers for its company
unions,

President Harding, paying particular
attention to establishing tha unchal-
lenged authority of the Laber Board,
devoted one sentence in his letter to
the rail heads to pointing out that his
plan would restore “the normal opera-
tions in transportation for which the
country is calling,” and then plunged
straight into the question of establish-
ing “definitely the full recognition of
the board by all parties concerned.”™

Board Must De Supreme

“It iz wholly unthinkable,” he wrote,
“that the Railroad Labor Board ean
be made a useful agency of the gov-
ernment in  maintaining industrial
peace in the vailway service unless
employers and workers are both
prompt and unquestioning in their ac-
ceptance of its decisions, 1 think it
more desirable than T know how to ex-
press to have established the unchal-
lenged supremacy of the board, be-
cause we must do those things which
are necessury to bring about the recog-
nition of suitable autherity to deecide
and end such disputes as menace the
continuity of transportation.” Wita
these views the executives concurrsd
thorewzhly

In the opening paragraph of his ler-
ter the President gpoke of “the teyms
of agreement, as } understand them,
upon which the railway manugers and
the shopmen are to agree, preliminary
to calling off the existing strike.” In
the last paragraph he authorized T. Da
Witt Cuyler, chairman of the associa-
tion, to present to the members the sit-
uation as he had outlined it in the
White House conferences, and to gon-
vey to them his decp conviction “that
thi; dispute must be brought to an
early termination.” He closed by say-
ing that “if there is good reason why
the managers cannot accept they will
be ohligated to open direct negotia-
tiong or assume full responsibility for
the situation.”

Mr. Cuyler, according to those who
attended the meeting, saw fit to say
nothing and the munnien to reject the
gvvemment'ﬂ plan. After the reply
ad been sent the general attitude of
the executives appeared to be that they
wanted only a free hand, and the heads
of the roads which have most strongly
opposed giving in showed by their
fuces that they wers jubilant over the
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