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SONME NEW BOOKS.

Nanson's Mool

It {s & good many yeara aince wo have recel ved
#0 valuable a contribution to the history of po-
jar exploration as Ia pressnted In the two sump-
tuous volumes collectively eotitled Farthest
Yorth, by Dr, Fraorsor Nanagn (Harpers),
is la, of courss, a record of the voyage of
the eship Fram in the years 1808-00, Includ-
Ing the fifteen montha’ slelgh Jjourney oar-
risa out by Dr, Nansen and Lieut. Johansen,
There 1a an appendix by Otto Sverdrup,
Oaptain of the Fram, and the book containe,
Leaides & portralt of the oxplorer, numerons
togravures and four mnaps, about 190
?:o.M ilustrations, and sixteon colored
prints, in order to appreciato precisely what
hae bean ascomplinhed by this voyage, we ahould
firat roview vory briefly the annnls of Arctle ox-
ploration and then append s concise summary
of the resulta attalned by Nansen, leaving tho
reader to follow for himself the detalls of the
expedition In theso Interesting poges.

Tt ia well known that the first aftempia to
penvirate the Arotio region wors made by the
Nortlimon, and exclusively by sen. Tt goes with-
ont saying that ships were then 11l sdapted to
confront the fre, and that all navigntors, except
the Northmen, wore long loath to make the ven-
ture. The clinker-bullt pine and fir barks of
tho old Vikingns were no better fitted for the pur-
poso than were the small, clumay caravels of the
first English and Duteh explorers of the Arotle
Ocean. Little by little, however, the Scandina-
wians isarnod to adapt thelr vessels to the condi-
tions and with ever-incronsing daring they forced
them in among the drended floos, The uncivile
ized polar tribes, howevor, both those that In:
habit the Siberlan tundras and the Eskimo
of North America, had discovered, long bafore
polar expeditions had bhegun, another and a
safer means of traversing the Arctlo reglons,
to wit, the asledge usually drawn by dogs.
It was in Biberia that this mode of locomo-
tion was firet applied to the service of polar
exploration. As early as the soventoenth
century the Husslana undertook very- cx-
tensive aledge journeys, and they gradually
charted the whole of the Siberian coast, from
the borders of Europe to Hering Stralt. More-
over they did not merely travel along the coasts,
but crossed the drift ice Itself to the New Sibe-
rian Islands, and even went north of thew. In
America, too, the sledge was smployed by Eng-
Uahmen at an early day for the purpose of in-
westigating the shores of the Arctic sans, SBome-
timos the toboggan, or Indinn sledge, was used,
pometimen that of the Kakimo. It was under
the leaderahip of McClintork that aledge jour-
neys attalved their highest dovelopment.
While the Russians had gonerally travelled
with a Jarge number of dogs and only & few men,
the Eoglish employed many more men on thelr
expeditions, and Lheir siedges were entirely, or
for the moat part, drawn by the explorers them-
selves. Thua, in ono of the most energetic at-
tempta ever made to reach high lIatitudes, Al
bert Markham's march toward the north from
the Alert's winter auarters, there were thirty.
three men, who had to draw the sledges,
though thers were plenty of dogs on board
the ahip. The American traveller, Peary,
adopted, on the other hand, a different
method of travelling on the Inland ice
of Greenland, employing as few men and
as many dogs as possible. Dr. Nansen tells
us that the grent usefulness of dogs for sledge
Journeys was clear to him before he undertook
his Greenland expedition, and the reason he did
not use them then was almply that he was unas-
ble to procure any serviceable anlmals. It re-
mains to mention a third mode of travelling to
which recourse has besn made in the Arctic
reglona, namely, boats and aledges combined. A
fact mentioned in the Sagas Is recalled by Dr,
Nansen that, for dayn on end, the old Northmen
had to drag thelr boatsover the ice In the Green-
land Bea in order to reach land. The first In
modern times to make use of this means of
locomotion was Parry, who, in his effort to
reach the Pole In 1827, abandoned his
ship and made his wor over the drift loe north-
ward with boata which he dragged on sledges,
Heo succeeded In attalning the highest latitudn
(B82* 45') that had yet been reached; but here the
current carried him to the south more swiftly
than he could advance against it, and he waa
obliged to turn back. Of later years this method
of travelling has not been often employed for
the purpose of approaching the Pole, It s, how-
ever, to bs notad that Markham took boats with
him on his sledge journey. Many expeditions
have, through sheer necessity, mccomplished
long distances over the drift ice in this way in
order to reach home after having abandoned or
loat thelr ships, Well known examples are the
Austro-Hungarian Tegethoff expedition to
Frane Josef Land and the ill-fated American
Jeannette expedition.

Wepass to the wvarious points of departure
and intermedliate objectives. The methods of
advance have, for the most part, followed four
routes, the Smith Bound routo, the sea route be-
twoen Greenland and Bpltzbergen, the Franz
Josef Land route, and the Bering Stralt route.
In later times the point from which the pole
bas been most frequently approached is Smith
#Hound, probably becauss American explorers
bad assorted that they had there descried an
open polar sea extending indefinitely toward
the north, Every attempt, however, by this
route was stopped by Immonse masses of
feo, which ocame drifting eouthward and
plled themselves up wgalnst the coast.
The most I[mportant expedition by the
way of Smith Bound was the Engliah one
conducted by Nares In 1875-70, the equip-
ment of which wans excoptionally costly. Mark-
ham, the next in command to Nares, succooded
in reaching the Iatitudoof 82° 20°, but at the
priocs of enormous sxertion and loss, and Nares
was of the opinlon that the lmpossibility of
reaching the pole by this route was fully dem-
onstrated for all time to come. However, dur-
ing thestay of the Groeely expedition from 1881
to 1884 In this same reglon Lockwood attalned
n oconnlderably higher record, namoly, 83* 24/,
the mout northerly point upon the globe that
bad been trodden by hbuman fest praviously to
the expedition of which the present work treats,
By way of the sea between Greenland and
Bpltzbergen sovernl endeavors havoe beon
made to penotrate the secreta of the domaln of
fee. In 1607 Heury Hudson endeavored to reach
the pole along the cast coast of Greenland,
where he was in hopea of finding an open basin
and & waterwsy to the Pacific, His progress
waa, howaever, stayed at 73° north latitudo, at a
point of the coast which he namod * Hold with
Hope." The German expedition under Kolde-
way (1809-70), which vislted the same waters,
attalned, by the ald of nledges, an fur
north as  77* north latitude. Dr. Nansen
s convinced that, owing to the enormous
masson  of lce which the polar ourrent
swoops southward along the Greenland coaat,
this s one of the most unfavorable routes for an
Arctic expedition. In his judgment, a better
route is thut by Spltzbergen, which waa essayed
by Hudson when his progress was blocked off
Umesnland, Here he reached BO* 22 north latd-
tude, Thanks to the warm current that runs by
the weat coast of Hpltzborgen in & northerly
direction, the son Is keot free from foo, and,
therofore, the aulhor of thiz book pronounces it
beyond comparison the route by which one can
the most safoly nnd easlly reach high latitudes in
ice-froe walers., It was north of Spltzbergen that
Fdward Parry made his sbove-mentioned at-
tempt In 1827,

Further eastward the ice conditions arp less
propltious, and therefore fow polar oxpeditions
bave directed thelr course to these reglons, The
original object of the Austro-Hungarian voyage
undor Weyprecht and Payor (1872-739) was lo
soek for tho Northeast Iassnge; but st thelr Arst
moeeting with the lco they were sot fast off the
north pulnt of Nove Zenitila, drifted northward,
sud discovered Franz Josef Land, whenco Payer
strove (o keop forward to the north with sledges,
and reachod H2% 3’ north latitudo on an faland
which ho named Crown Prince Hudolf's Land,
To the north of this be thought be could see an
extensive tract of land running to sbout BS*
porth latitude, which ke called Petermaun’s
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satablished. Tha plan of the Danish sxpedition
under Hovgnard was to push forward to the
North Pole from Cape Chelluskin along the
enst connl of an extensive tract of Innd which
Hovganrd thought must He to the east of Franz
Josel Land. He got stuck fast In the lee, how-
ever, in tho Kara Boaand spent the winter there,
returning home In the following year. Only
fow endeavors have been made to reach the
Pole through Berlng Stralt, Tho Arst waa
Cook's, In 1778; the last was the Jeannette
expedition (1879-81) under De Long, a Liou-
tenant In the Amerioan navy. Hoarcely mny-
whore have polar travellers bean so hopelenaly
blocked by fee In comparatively low latitudes,
The Inst-named sxpedition, however, had a most
important boaring upon that chronleled in these
volumes. De Long himself conaidered that there
wern three routes to chooss from—Smith Sound,
the onat coast of Oreenland, and Bering Strait;
but e put most falth In the last, and this was
ulthnntely hin selection, His main reason for
this chiolee wan hin bellef fh a Japanese current
running north through Bering Stralt and on-
ward along the east coast of Wrangel Land,
which was supposed 1o extend far to the north.
It was argued that the warm water of this cur
rent would open a way along that const, pos
plbly np to the Pole. The exparience of
whalers had shown them that, whenever
thelr wvessoln woro stuck fast In the ice
here, they drifted northward; hence It was con-
clnded that the current generally sot In that di-
rectlon. “Thls will halp explorers,” sald De
Long, * to reach high Iatitudes, but, at the same
time, will make it more diMeult for them to
come back.” The truth of thess words he him-
sclf was to learn by bitter experience, The
Joannotte stuck fast in the lee on Sept, 6, 1878,
in 71* 86' north Intitude and 175 6 east Jongl-
tude, noutheast of Wrangel Land, which proved
to bo s small ialand; thence the vessel drifted
with the lee In a west-northwesterly direction
for two years, when It foundered June 12, 1481,
north of the New Siberian Islands, In 77* 15’
north Intitude and 1564* 50° east longitude,

.

Everywhere, then, has the lce stopped the
progresa of mankind toward the north, In two
casos only bad {ce-bound vessnls drifted in a
northerly direction, in the case namely of the
Togethofl and the Jeaunette, while most of the
othors had been swepl away from thelr goal
by ninsnes of lco drifting southward. Iir, Nan-
sen says that, upon pondering the history of
Arctic exploration, it early occurred to him
that It would be vory dioult to wrast thelr se-
crota from the unknown regions of lea by ndopt-
ing the routes and the methods hitherto em-
ployed. But where did the proper route llol
Somie time elapsed before he was able to hit
upon an answer to this question. It was in the
aulumnof 1884 that the authorof thess volumes
happened to see an artlole by Prof. Mohu In
the Nurwegian Morgenblad In which It was
stated that sundry articles, which must have
come from the Jeannette, bad been found on the
soiithwest const of Greenland. He conjectured
that they must have drifted on o floe straight
nacroas the polar sea, It immediately occurrod
to Dr. Nansen that here lay the route ready to
hand. If afloe could drift right ncross tbe un-
known reglon, that drift might also be enllsted
in the service of exploration. Some years, how-
ever, elapsed before, In February, 1884, aftor
his return from his Greenland expedition, he
propounded the ldea In an address befors the
Christiania Geographical Soclety. In this ad-
dreas, aftor giving n brief sketch of tho differ-
ent polar expeditions, Dr, Nansen acknowl-
edged that the resulta of these numeroua
attemptas seemed somewhat discouraging., They
appeared to show plainly enough that it is im-
possible to sail to the Pole by any route what-
ever, for everywhere the loo has proved an im-
peneotrable barrier. Todrag boats over the un-
even drift ice, which, moreover, Is constantly
moving under the Influence of the current and
the wind, {s beset with equally great difficulties.
Thelce puts such obatacles In the way that those
who bave endeavored lo traverse It do not hosi-
tate to declare it well nigh imposalble to ndvance
in this m with the requisite equl tand
provisions. Had we been able, Indeed, to ad-
vance over land, Dr. Nansen would, of course,
consider this the most certaln route; in that
case, tho Polo could have been reached
in one summer by Norweglan snowashoe
runners. In our suthor's oplolon, how-
ever, there s every roason to doubt the
existence of any such land, Greenland, {in his
judgment, does nat extend furthor than the
mont northerly known point of {ts west coast.
Neither did be deem it probable “hat Franz Josef
Land reaches to the pole; from all we can learn,
it forms a group of {slands separated from each
other by deep sounds, and it appears unlikely
that any large continuous tract of land {s to be
found there. With regard to the notion that we
shall be able one day to reach the Pole by a bal-
loon, and that It s only & wastle of time to seck
to get there before that day comes, It Is polnted
out that this lne of reasoning Is untenable,
Even if one ocould belleve that, In the near
or distant future, this dream of travel
ling to the pole In an alrship would
boe realized, wsuch an expedition, how-
over Intleresting It might be from cortaln polnts
of view, would be far from ylelding thoe sclen-
tific results of adequately organized sxpoditions.
Bo lentific results of (mportance in all branche
of resoarch can be attained only by persistent
observations durlng a lengthened sojourn In the
polar roglons, while those attainable by a balloon
expedition eould not but be of a transitory na-
ture. Procoeding, then, to answer the Inquiry
whether there were not other and more practl-
cable routes than those which had been followed
in vain, Dr. Nansogs suggested that, if attention
were pald to the actually existent forces of na-
ture, with the alm of working with Instesd of
agninst them, the safest and onsiest mothod
of reaching the Pole would be found., Provi
ous expeditions having demonstrated the une
lessness of working against the curront, wo
should see If there is not a current we can work
with, In Dr, Nansen's oplinion the Jeannctte
oxpedition waa the only one that started on the
right track, though it may have beon unwittngs
Iy and unwillingly. As we have previously re-
minded the reader, the Jeannette drifted for
two yoars in the lce from Wrangel Land tothe
New fiberlan Islands. Three years after she had
foundored to the north of thess Islands thore
wore found floating io the drift loe In the nelgh-
borhood of Jullanehaab, on the southwest coant
of Greonland, & number of articles, which ap-
peared from sundry indubjtable marks to pro-
oead from the sunken veessl, Theso artlcles were
first ddscovered by the Eakimo and were after:
ward collected by Mr. Lytzen, Colonial
manager at Jullanehaab, who published alist
of them In the Daniah Geographical Journal
for 1488, It will bo remembered that, In the
United ftates, when it was reported that these
articles had been found, peopls were very skep-
tical, and doubts of their genulneness were ex-
pressed in the newspapers. In Dr. Nansen's
opinion, however, tho alleced facts could scarcely
be sheer Inventions, and he deemed it sufe to
assume Lhat an lve floe bearing these articles
from the Joannelte had drifted from the place
whore it sank to Jullanehnab, Now, by what
routs, asked the aulbior of these volumes, did
this lce floe reach the west cosat of Greens
land 1 He adopled the bLollef exprossnd hy
Prof. Mobn that it could bave coms by
no other way than wacross the Pole. 1t
could not possilly have come through Bmith
Bound, as the current there passes along the
westorn slde of BafMn's Bay, and 1t would thus
have boen conveyed to Haffin's Land, or Labra-
dor, and not to the weal cosst of Greeuland,
Along the laat-named coast the current fows in
s northwest direction, and Is almply & continua-
tion of the Greenlend polar current, which
comes southward along the cast coast of Gireen-
land, takes s bend around Cape Farewell, and
then passes upward along the west coast, Hy
this current unly could the floe have come,

v,
The further question r jus o be ¢ Idered:
What route did the foe take from the Now Hi.

borlan Islands in order Lo reach tho sast const of
Groenland) DLy, Nansen acknowledged it to
be conceivable that it might have drifted

along the north coast of Biberis, south of Frans
| Joeef Land, up thivugh tho sound between

Il

1880 and 1881-A2; and It {s hero that the Engliah | Frane Josaf Land and Spltzbergen, or even
Jackson Harmaworth expedition la at present | to the south of Spitzbergen, and might after

that have got Into the polar eurrent, whioh flown
along Greenland, He opined, however, that {f
the directions of the eciurrent In thoss reglons
wore studied, so far as they had been ssoor
talned, such & course would be found extremely
Improbable, not to say imposaible, Having
proved this from the Tegethoff drift and many
other circumstances, our author procended to
point out that the distance from the New 8I
berian Inlands to the 80th degres of Iatitudas on
the east const of Groenland fa 1,000 miles, and

tho distance froin the Ilast-named point o
Jullanehaab  Is 1,540 nlles, making o
gether o distanes of 2,800 miles, This dis

tance Is known to have been travoersed by the
floa in 1,100 days, which givesa a sposd of
2.0 miles per day of 24 houra, The tme during
which the relics drifted after having reached
the BOth degreo of Iatitude till they arrived nt
Jullunehanh can be calenlated with tolerable
preclslon, na the speed of the above named cur
rent nlong the enst coast of Greenland {s well
known, Dr. Nansen desmed It fair to aasume
that the oo took at least 400 days to cover this
distance; thers remaln, then, about 700 days,
representing the longest possible time the artl.
cles from the Jeannetto conld have taken to
drift from the New Siberlan Inlands to the B0Lh
degres of latitude, Supposing that they took
tho shortest roule, 7. e., ncroas the Pole, this
computation gave a apeed of about two miles
In 24 hours. On the other hand, supposing
they went by the route south of Franz
Josof Land and south of Spitzbergen, thoy
must have drifted at much higher spoed, Two
miles in the 24 hours, howover. colncides
most remurkably with tho rate at which the
Jeunnette drifted during the last months of
her voyage, from Jan, 1 to June 12, 1441, In
this time she drifted at an average rate of
a lttle over two miles a day, Dr. Nansen
polnted out many other evidencos of a
curront flowing acrosa the North Pole from
Bering Sen on the one silde to the Atlantle
Ocean on the other, and he arrived at the con-
cluslon that the plain thing for an Arctlc ex-
plorer to do was to mnake his way into the cur-
rant on that slde of the Pols where it
flows northward, and, by Ita help, to pene-
trate into those remlons which all who have
hitherto worked agalnst that current have
sought in vain (o reach, Our suthor’s plan,
then, briefly waa an follows: To have a ahip
bullt as small and as strong na posaible, just hig
enough tocontain nsupply of coal and provisions
for twelve men for five years, The vessel's en-
®ine was to bo powerful enough to give a apesd
of alx knols, but in addition it was also to be
fully rigged for aalling, With such a ship Dr.
Nuannen purposed to take theshort route through
the Kara Sea and north to Cape Chelyuskin
to the New Hiberian Islands. Arrvived there,
hin Intention was, first, to ascertaln the
conditions as regarded currents and lce,
and then to seize the most opportune
moment to ndvance, as far ss posaible, to
fco-free water. Next his plan was to choose a
fitting place and moor the ship irmly to a suit-
able fce floe, and then let the lce screwes lift to-
gether, the more clo®ly the better. Hence-
forth the northward current would be the mo-
tive power, and the ship would have been trans-
formed into n barrack. In this manner, so our
author bellieved, the expedition would probably
drift across the Pole, nnd onward to the ses bee
tween Groenland and Spltzbergen.

It Is well known that Dr. Nansen did not actu-
ally reach the Pole, but that his plan was, in
other respouts, substantially carried out was
handsowely conceded by Gen, A. W. Greely in
Harper's Weekly for Sept. 10, 1594, though he
deemed the otherwise fine Focord of the voyage
marred by the abandonment of the Fram by
Nansen, who quitted his comrades on the lce-
heset ship, hundreds of milea from any known
Iand, with the intention of not returning, but of
golng to Spitzbergen, slx bundred miles away,
where he felt certaln to find a veassl, InGen.
Gireely's opinion, Nansen, by this act, deviated
from the most nacred duty devolving on the
commander of a naval expedition, and the safe
roturn of Captl. Bverdrup with the Fram did not
ralleve the explorer from blame,

¥.

Leaving the reader to follow the course of this
remarkable voyage In the nuthor's narrative,
wesum up what are clalmed by Iir. Nansen to
have been the results of the expedition. Ansre.
gards, Indeed, the scientiflc observatlons
brought back, these are so varied and volumin-
ous that nome time must yet elapan bofore they
can bo dealt with by specinlista and before any
general catimate of their significance can be
formed, Those observations will be given to
tho world in separate sclentifle publications;
it is only the more important features of them
which can bo now pointed out. In the frst
place, Dr, Nansen considers himselt to
have demonstrated that 1he msea in the
{mmediate neighborkood of the PPole, and
within which in his opinion the PPole {iself, in
all probabillty, les, is a deep basin, not a shal-
low one containing many expansea of land and
{slands, ans people wore formerly inclined to as-
sume. Our author does not hesitate to pro-
nounce this circumpolar sea acontinuation of
the deep channel which extends from the Atlan-
tie Ocenn northwarnd botween Spltzbergen and
Greenland, The superficlnl extent of this deep
sien 18 s question which it Is not, at present, casy
to answer, but our author decus himself able ta
aver that It stretchos o long way north of Franx
Jose! Land and eastward to the Now Siberian
Islandn.  His beliof is that (U strotehes still fur
thor oast, as, he thinks, may bo (nforred
from tho fact that the more the Jean-
nette explorers drifted north, the greater
depth  of wmea did they find, For varous
reacons, Dr. Nansen I8 led to the opinfon
that, in a northerly diroction also, this deep soa
in of a conslderable extent. Let us see what
theso reasons are. In the first place, nothing
was observed either during the drift of the
Fram or during tho sledge expedition to the
north that would point to tho proximity of any
conslderable atretoh of land; the foe ssemad to
drift unimpeded, particularly in a northerly
direction. Tho way In which the drift set
strajght to the north as soon na there was o
southerly wind was most steiking, It was with
the greatest dificulty that the wind could head
tho drift back towasrd the southosst. Had
thore boen any conniderable  oxpanss of
land within & reasonabla distance to the
north, it would have blocked the free
movement of theico in that direction, Pesldes,
the large quantity of drift lee which drifts
southward with great rapidity along the east
const of Groenland, all the way down to Cape
Fnrowell and beyond {f, seoms 1o polut to the
snme conclusion, Dr. Nansen was convinced
that such extensive fce flelds must come from »
otill larger breadth of men than that through
which ho drifted. He hias no doubt that had the
Fram continued her drift instend of breaking
loose fo the norith of Spitzbergen sho would
certainly have comn down along the coast
of Greenland. Yot ho thinks that probably
she would not have got close in to that coast, but
would have hod s certaln quantity of feo be-
tween her and it, which fve, bo thinks, must
coma from n sea Iylug north of the route fol-
lowed by him., On the other band, it 1s pro-
nounced guite probable that land way exist Lo &
considerable oxtent on the othor side of the IPole,
botwoon the Pole and the Novth Amorican Avch-
fpelago. It woems to the nuthor of this book
oniy rensonablo to assuimoe that this maltitudeof
Islunds must extend furthor toward tho north,

Anone outcome of his expedition, Dr, Nansen
thinks that we can now form u falrly clear Ides
of tho way In which the drift ico s continually
moving from one side of tho polar basin north of
Borlng Btrait und the coast of Siboris, and seross
the reglous surrounding the Poloe, and thence out
towerd tho Atlantie Ocoan, Whero geographors
ot one time were disposed to locate a solld, im.
movable and massive ico wantle, covering the
narthern extremily of our globe, we now find a
continually breaking and shifting oxpanse of
drift loey, The evidence which, even before this
exprdition had beon wmade, bad induced var
author tu beliove wost strongly in this theory,
wis supplied by the Siberinn driftwood that js
continunlly belug carried to Greenland, as wall
s8 by the mud found ou tho fes, which could
scarcely bo of other than Slberisn origin. Dr.
Nansen found several indications of this kind,
oven whes he was s fur porth as §6%, fumishe

J

ing valuable sugwestions as to the movement of
the fee. An to the foroe which set this fes In mo-
tion, thils, wa are assured, in certalnly, for the
most part, suppliad by tho wind; and, as in the
soa north of Sibaria, the prevalline winds are
southeasterly or eaaterly, whercas, north of
Hpltzhargen, they are northeasterly, they must
carry the lce In the direction In which our au-
thor found the drift. From the numerous obser
vations made by him he established, howsever, the
exintence of & slaw current In the water under
e lee travelling in the sames direction. It will
be nome time, nevertheless, befare the results of
these I(nvestigations can be caloulaied,

VL

The hydrographis obssrvations mads during
the vnyage and aledge journey have furnlahed
some surprising data. For Instance, (L used to
be customary to look upon the polar basin oa
filled with cold water, the tempeorature of
which stood somoewhars about —1.5° Centigrade,
Dr. Nanven's obssrvations, on the other hand.
show that, ander tha cold surface, there wae
warmer water, someotimes at & temperalure as
high na 41* Centigrade. Again, thissubsurface
water was more briny than the water of the
polar basin has beon assumed to be, In our
author's apinlon, the warmer and more
strongly saline water must clearly orlgl-
nale from the warmer current of the Atlantie
Oocean (the Gulf Stream) flowlng ina northerly
and northeastorly direction off Nova Zembla
and alopg the weat coast of Spltzbergen, and
then diving under the colder but lighter and
leas briny watar of the polar sea, and filling up
the depths of the polar basin, As Dr, Nannon
has stated in the course of his narrative, this
more briny water was, as a rule, warmest st n
depth of from 200 to 230 fathoms, beyond
which it would decreass in temperature, though
not uniformly, as the depth increased, Near
the bottom the temperature rose again, though
only slightly. Those hydrographic obssrvations
seom to modify to & not inconsiderablo extent
the theories hitherto entertained as to the dl-
rection of the currents Inthe Northern Sea, but
this, of courne, in a difffcult subject to deal with,
fnasmuch as there in a great mass of materinls,
and an exhaustive treatment of It will require
both time and patience, Buch a troatment fs,
therefore, relegated to later sclentiflo publica-
tions, Stll less does Dr. Nansen enter In
the volumes before us upon a discussion of the

that honr he was mildly but peremptorily in-
formed that It was timie to lock up the house.”
Among thoss aulters, woa are reminded, was a
Mr, Burr, who came to he President of the Oollees
of New Jersoy at Prinoeton, nnd whose son,
Anron Burr, n grandson of Jonathan Edwards,
bad Inlater days o way of staying out afier 0,

In regard (o Thomas Paine our anthor spenks
with nlca discrimination. He {8 pronounced
“wonderfully clever; with rare art In making
old truths bristie; who pourad out eplgrams in
showers and had a special glft of argulng.'
Elsewhore it s conesdad that be did good work
for Amerlcan Independence wlien his tractate
“"Common Sense'" and his qulel, Keen reason-

- Angs countea likoan army, and that even his

much maledicted “Age of Reason' contelne
memorablo pussagen. Nevertheless, it s wug-
gostad that it would have beon well for Palue
it he had perlshed in the Relgn of Terror, when
ho only escaped the gulllotine by & long chnlk
mark on the doorof his cell. * When," suya
Mr. Mitehell, “wa conslider the dignity, (ke
elevatlon and the reasonablencss of so miuch
that hio says in his arguments for the separation
of the colonles from England, and the miany pas-
sages aven in the Age of Ileason, one hurdly
knows how to nceount for the ribaldey which be-
longs to so many of his luter writings: ribald
about old frisnds and bonefuctors; ribald about
rellglon ribald nbout the public which had bon-
ored him. Jealous, morbld, erazed by lils vanl-
tiea; hin clover mind, at Intervals, blazing
through the elouds and foulnesses which Ll
own disslpations and selflsh narrogance had
croated; dylng, et last, aftor long stagea of
drunkonness, and, as many report, with a nose
as bloated as Bardolph'a.”

Joel Barlow, dimiy remembered as the author
of * Tho Haaty Pudding " and the eple * Colum-
bind." was not only u poet in Lis way, tut also,
as Mr, Mitchell rocalls, nn  *ambitious and
mammwon-secking * man, who, after eighteen
yoars of resldonco on the other sideof the Atlan-
tie, returned to Amerjca veory rich and very
Fronoh, and buflt a boautifui country houss,
still standing on the banks of the Polomae, near
Waabington. He died no Ambassndor to France,
It Is not gonerally known that, when a chaplain
in the Continental army, he wns employed by
the Connacticut suthorities to revamp and make
musical the old Paslm book; some of his

numerous magnetic, astr leal, and o
logleal observations made. Ho mersly submita,
at the end of the work. a table showing the
mean temperature fo: each month during the
drift of tho Fram and the aledging expedition.
On the whole, our author thinks it may be
sald that, although his expedition has left many
problems for the future to solve in connection
with the polar area, it has nevertheleas gone far
to lift the vell of mystery which has hitherto
shrouded the Arctic reglons and has placed in-
telligent men fn n position to form a tolerably
clear Idea of a portion of our globe that formerly
Iny in darkness, penetrable only by the imagina-
tion. Should we at no distant day obtain a
birdseye view of tho roglons around the Pole, na
seen from a balloon, all the most material foa-
tures will bo famlliar to us, No doubt, how-
ever, there atill remains n great deal
to be Investigated, and this can be done only by
years of observation, to which end, in Dr. Nan-
sen's judgment, n new drift llke that of the
Fram would be invaluable. Guided by our au-
thor's experience, explorers will be in a position
to equip themanlves still beiter; yol a more con-
venlent method for the sclentifio examination of
unknown regions cannot be easily imngined. On
board a vessel of the kind employed in thisin-
atance nxplorers may settle themselves quite as
comfortably as in a flxed scientific station. They
can carry their laboratoriea with them, and the
most delicate experiments of all kinds can be
carried out. Dr. Nansen hopes that such an
expedition may be undertaken ere long, and
it it goes through Bering Htrait and thence
norithward, or perhaps alightly to the north-
ocast, he will be very muoch surprised, he tells us,
if observations are not taken which will prove
of far greater scope and importance than Lthose
made by himaelf. Forsuch an expedition, bow-
over, patience will be required: the drift will
be more protracted than was that of the Fram,
and the explorers must be well equipped. Thers
is yet one other lesson, which, in our author's
oplufon, his expedition has taught, namely,
that s good deal can bo achloved with small re-
sources, Even If explorers have to live in
Eskimo fashion, and content themselves with
the barest necessaries, they may make good
headway provided they are sultably equipped,
and cover great distanoces in reglons which have
kitherto been regarded as almost inaccessible.
M. WL, H,

Tk Sarvel's Bosk.

It is now about forty years sinca *The Rer-
eries of A Bachelor ** waa published, and at once
gave Mr. Doxarp G. MitcagLL rank in the very
small group of American writers who were rec.
ognized on both sides of the Atlantic as masters
of an English atyle. We have since heard from
him but seldom, but » cordial welcomo in as-
sured for his new book, Amerfcan Lande and
Lettera (Beribnern't, Astheauthor tells us in the
preface, no American writer in here dwelt upon
whoso birthdate belongs {n the present century.
The restriction, however, permits him to discuss
many contributors to American literature who
were well known to many persons still living—
for example, Washington Irving, Willlam Cul-
len Bryant, William H. Prescott, Fitz-{irceno
Hallock, Joseph Hodman Drake, Richard Dana,
and J Fenl o Cooper. In the earlier
chapters, we read of the naturallst Audubon; of
Brockden Brown, the novelist; of Joel Barlow,
author of the Columbiad; of Thomaas Paine and
of Jonathan Edwards. Upon the principal works
of all thess writers Mr. Mitchell discoursns
briefly, but with characteristic insight and
fellcity. We shall review hils roferences to the
suthors named In chronological order, repro-
ducing such sxpressions of opinion as seem con-
splououn for intrinsio value or for thedistinctive
polnt of view.

| &

The section devoted to Jonathan Edwards ls
emballlahed with ap engraving of an admirable
portrait. Touching this ploture, Mr, Mitchell re-
marks: * What a great calm and placidity that
would seem proof agalnst all rufMing in the long,
rogular, benlgn, oval face which the cheapest
engravings canoot distort from ita sereno like
nossl Yei," adds the autbhor, " if there was no
boyish appetite for pranks, there was a rich fem-
inine quality that put refAning touches Into his
altitudes of reasoning and which set ita graces
among the severities of hislogic, No grossnoas,
no dealing with foul metaphors, even when he
dealt out dampatory thunders; and his Inox-
orable Calviniam was, with all {ts harsh.
ness, high savored; so that oven the coals on
which muslefactors in Adam were put to the
broil had tho cool purities of hoaven blowing
over them." It I8 weall known that Jonathan
KEdwards, after proaching for twenty-four yeara
in the Church of North was disminsed
as ho was nearing 50, with & large family, and
with poverty staring him In the face. To Mr,
Mitchell, *thore Is somothing very pathetic in
tho notlon of this great, fine mind, the most
mataphyusical, the searchingest of his day—the
purest life, too — driven out loto tho back-
woods region to bandy phroses with young
barbariane and consult with 8Sir 'Willlam
Pepperell about turning the New England
Frimer intofsomo Mologan tongue.” It will
be rememberod that hin frivnds evontually pro-
oured for Edwards an uppolntment to a misaion
amonget the Indlisns about Stook bridge. Most of
us now, looking back upon the bhardships fm-
posed on a groat man, think that the people of
Northampton deserve nevere reprobation. Mr,
Mitchell, howevor, shows himself able, as was
Dr, Holmes, to approciate their point of view,
“1 supposo,” ho says, *that thoss goalous
church commiites men undor the ahadow of
Mount Holyoke regarded Jonsthan Edwards
s a sort of milld, religious abomination, very
sot In his ways (which was largely true. He
was not affable cliber (when (he heat of in-
tonse thinking was on  him); doaling s
cllly In short sentences (and not mapy of
them); not wparing the rod o Lis housebold; rigld
with the Westminstor Assembly's Bbhorter Cate-
chisin on every Baturday evenlng; never allow-
ing his boys out of doors after § o'clock st
and Uf any sulter of his deughtors tarried i

veraslons met with great favor, and, wo
nre told, are atill to be found In the ac-
crodited penlmodies. As for tho ambi
tlous and elaborate *Columbiad,” fine print,
and papor, and illustrations, and Parls elabo-
ration still left it a stale and heavy book., ** Wea
aro more proud,” remarks Mr. Mitchell, “of a
good many others of tho Hurtford coterio than of
Barlow; yet I think he has been unduly abused,
John Adams, in a letter to Washington iDeto-
ber, 1788), when alluding toa paper of Barlow's,
Is somewhat rash when he says: ‘Tom Palne is
not n more worthless fellow,” and continues: It
in not often wo mneel with s composition which
betrays no many and so unequivocal symptoma
of blackness of hearl.' Hut that was {n the
middlo of n political campaign. No such excuse
belongs to some modern historians wlim have
put him Into the glare of an abusive and damna-
tory rhetorfe.”

Discussing Charles Brockden HArown's wen-
tures in fiction, the author of this book pointa
out that the scene of the novel “Arthur Mer.
vyn" lalaid In the time (1507 when the yellow
fover devastated Philadelphia and New York,
Of the ravages of this scourge Hrown had full
personal knowledge. He had himeelf been sube
Ject to attack, and had watched over the fatal
fssue in the case of some of his dearest friends
AMr. Mitehall conelders Brown's description of the
street scenes in Philadelphia as wonderfully
vivld; they nlmost take rank, he thinks, with
Defoe’s stary of the London plague. Thers are
certaln chapters * whose detalls surpass in hor-
rible truthfulnees all the newest French exposi-
tions of reallsm.'” There I8, however, no well-
evolved story in " Arthur Mervyn;” It might
stop n hundred pages before It ends, and the au-
thor says that he finlshed (t with the same senss
of rellef and of fatigie with which we migh® got
up from a long and disorleriy game of chess, in
which the knights had cone on crary gallops
and the bishops all moved awry, with only a
stale mats al the and.

Some interosting pages are devotad 1o John
James Audubor, thy authios of *The Birdsof
Amerloa," which cost $10C000 to publish
and for each eopy o which an original
subscribar pald a thousard dollars. Unlike
Alexander Wilson, who, although a native
of Hcotland, may ba termed an Amerlcan
naturalist, Audubon had boen reared in luxury,
Born in Lonisians of a French father, who was
in the French royal navy, and of a mother who
was of Spanish blood, changes, adventures,
perils, losses, and sufferings had belonged to
him all bislife. “As a boy, he haéd wandered

under the trople tangles of San Domiingo;
and, hls mother losiug her lifo there in
a negro insurrection, he had gone 1o

Paris and hail been taught art thers in thestudy
of the great David; had gone thencoton country
placeo of hils father on the Schaglkill; had aston-
{sned the natives therenbouts with his French
graces, his satin short clothens, hls hyacinthine
locks; bhad mads conquest of the charming
danghtor of an English nelghbor, Bakewell; had
been counselled by bis future fathordnlaw to
Iay tho baals of an ansured future by golng into
trade; had gone into trade and had miserably
falled In it: had allowed a fortuns left by his
father to allp through his slippery, generous,
nnd most lmpracticable fngers; bhod married;
had kept #Mve all his naturalistio love
bogun in the troples; had made his country
house on the Hcebuylkill a musoum of most
beautiful, unsulablo thivgs; had tried o venture
nv milling, and falled; merchandising ngaln,
and falled; his partnérs all riddled him; his
friends all loved him and the birds all sang
to him."  Mr. Mitchell goes on to observe
that if Audubon yearned for money it waa
only to spend it; *to apend it on home luxurios
and on the fArst Interesting poor mau he
might encounter. He was full of endurance,
capable of all manuer of fatigue; could tramp
through swamps or forosta, or swim rivers
in his bird-bunts. He had an inofMMaceabls
love for tho plcturesque; would never aot
up a heron or a hawk (which he stuffed with
consnmmato akilll, save in thoe most plo-
tureaque of attitudoes, and was as insistent upon
the plcturesque Iin his own hair, his hat, his
amall clothes, or his jorkins. But in thoss oarly
dayn of our natfonality it did not pay to bo ple-
turesque; "tis doubtful It it does now, Finding
his domestic lwelihood fmpoeriiled, ho taught
drawing, took poriraits, taught musle, tanght
dancing even, and thers sro storles of his naton-
iahing a great assemblage of young Missinslpplans
lat Natchez, T think,) with his famboyant graces
in the ballroow, flddle bow in  hand, and
Lis locks and tollet of last Pavision chic. Hia
wife, & womnn of most admirable prudence and
sagncity, was always a governing balance-
whoeel; and it was Iargely througl bor wiso sav-
{nge and lior urgones that hestarted for KEngland
Lo negotinte for the publication of those smaz-
ingly life-lko bird pletures which had baen
growing in number yonr by yoar in his portfolio
and which aro now, and always will be, so honor
nbly associated with the uame of the groat
oaturalist.”

The author recalla that belween 1847 and 1830
hacaught sight, on one or two ocvasions,of James
Fonlmore Coopor strolllug along Broadway
somovihere betwoen Cortlundt and Chambers
streols, ' a hoeavy, stalwart man, with a little of
tho sallor's swing in his galt and an unmistak-
able alr of consequence, as of one who had played
Lis part, and a somewhat nolsy and lwportant
part, In the gamo of Hle." Of Cooper's son storles
Mr, Miteholl says: “It's noxt to being on the
oooan (0 rood such  descriptions of stralts
and tempests. And L Is next o belng one's
self & paity to o sea buattlo to waleh Tom
CoMn, bogrimed with powder, plylne his long
wun and 1o seo the white smoke und tongue of
Are leap from the muzelo. Indeed, there I no
stay, no prolixity, no dulnces, when ance Cooper
bas us fairly off shore, And his sallor's talk
unfailingly brings to wind odors of tar and the
unoasy swaring of ship's decks.” It Is not, in
truth, under » bonnet or behind & fan that we

per's best work, but In his sea
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| are wearisome In placesi & good deal of the dul

ness of "The Plonesra™ (s attributed by Mr.
Mitchell to the feminine Agures we encounter

in that story: *'Cooper's women Are nsver
up to the level of his men; and his
wildegt men nAnd unkempt ones are al

whars better than his tame onea, who, by a
fletion, nea supposcd to wear the graces of clvil-
fzation, As for tho women, young or old, those
grocos of eivilization go to mmother them sadly.
They moan well; they have good fgures; they
talk with propriety; they think only proarietion;
they ara gentle; thay have, ho tells us, beautifal
oyes, boautiful hands, may be, mualcal volces
vary llkely: they ara women wo shonld un-
follingly entertain n high regard for, women
wa should lfe eur hat to with a ro-
spoctk  that would be unctuous In quality;
virtuous and correct young women, fairly
intelligent young women; but not vivacious,
nol  plquant; young women with whom,
If It came to o matter of talk and of enteriain:
ing or being entertained, we ahould be amitten
with n desire to allp Into the next room." In
Mr. Mitchell's oplnlon, there Is no Amerlean
author, searcely any popular author, who loses
wo litle by translation as does Cooper. The
charm thut Mes in Jight, gracoful play of
language aboul trifles s unknown to him,

After glancing at the pltiful story of Cooper's
lawaults, Mr. Mitchell observos that Cosper was
not sustained in hin hour of trouble by a multl-
pleation of friendahips: * Death had removed
many of his old wesymutos; now ones were not
attracted by & man who professed contempt for
oploions, Of New Englandism, he had been
alwayas ahy, affecting disdaln for persons of New
England antecodenta; perhaps moved therelo
by his miscarringe at Yale, or, more likely,
by the aggresslve churchmanship be slways
mnintalned, and which, In thone timoes, held itanlf
up agalost New England's Congregationalism
very much as a blooded bull terrier confronts
A stout, surly house dog of blgger shape but of
shorter lineage.” Our anthor adds that Cooper'a
resldence In the country, which he loved, held
him aloof from town festivities. His gntimacies
with prominent lterary men were not pro-
nounced or numerous.

iv.

Of Michard H. Dana, author of *The Rucca-
neers,” who became an Intimate friend of
Bryant, and was himuself a poet, though never of
groat popularity, Mr, Mitchell gives a sample,
“ns one might take down for show an old bit of
pottery of a atyle gona by, but vers graceful
and exquisitely worked." He thinks the quallty
of Lhe verses guoted—they are about a lit-
tle beach-bird —will explain the intlmacy of
Its nuthor with the writer of the * Than-
atopsis’” and  with the writer of * Lines
to & Waler Fowl" R. H. Dans, as we
know, lived to a great age, dying In 1879, belng
thon §2 years old; Mr. Mitchell says that he had
a vencrable aspoct and the tremors of age befors
he waa 60. The author of this book cannot
understand “how this singularly philosophie
mind, with its subtle reachea Into the realms of
pocay, should be almost out of sight now; cer-
tainly, his verse or prossare fur less known than
those vivid, Defoe-like sketches of *Two Years
Before the Mast.' which subsequently gave
reputation to his son.”

Fitz-Greene Halleck in depicted as & gonlal
and sunny-faced poot, who, although born in
1790, used not many years since to stroll up and
down the streets of Guilford, Conn., earrying
with a blithe step the gayeties of youth undor
the welght of fourscore years, A olerk in o
country store, he supplemented his common-
school education with the reading of poetry, es-
peclally that of Campbell, Eveountualiy he be-
came an adept In the French language, and
learned to puy a graclous compllinent with an
ecasy courtesy more Galllo than American.
When, deserting his Connectleut village,
be Invaded New York, he continued, we are
told, for & time "' to fire off his little squibs anon-
ymously In corners of newspapers; but not
untll be had formed & sort of lterary copartner-
ship with Drake, the author of that exquisite
bit of fancy work, ' The Culprit Fay,' did Hal-
leck make himself popularly known. These two,
under the title of Cromker, Croaker, Jr., or
Croaker & Co,, contributed certaln satirical
versesto the old KEreming Pos!, which were
of s wholly new quality and were immensely ad-
mirel. They were talked of by politicians no
less than by soclety peaple, and, when the secret
of muthorship, for some time carefully concealed,
was traced, Drake was famous and Halleck was
famous.” We are reminded that, io these
Croaker papers, first appeared that faming apos-
tropho to the American fiag:

When Freedom from ber beig
Unfurled her standard to the air,

Bhe tore the azure robe of Night
And set the stars of glory thers.

Mr. Mitchell thinks thatfor Halleck's work
“eobullient” {s the word. ** It bubbles from him:
there's no alr of straln, hardly any traces of re-
vision or labor. The knowledge he had—and
it was not small elther in classle reading or in
pociry —he caught on the wing, as we catch but-
terflies, and with the same airy grace, I doubt
not, with which he whips it into mser-
vice.," Our author recalls from personal ex-
perience thut ** his conversation waa of the same
quality. Words of the aptest significance and of
maost wusical balance slipped from his lips as a
brook flows; sparkling with bright epithets,
tingling with gay mockery. Old Mr. Astor, for
whom he was for very many vears confidential
clork, and who left him from his vast fortune a
begiarly annulty of $200, was delighted to have
biny at his table; so, indeed, was every one clse
who loved bright, cheery, witty talk.” Tt seeins
that " years after ho had grown weary of soclal
flattery and of social conquests, he might have
been found of anafternoon in a corner of a litlle
French caféd in Warren street, New York, de-
lighting those fortunste enough to have his
campanionship, e never overwrote; the little
ho did he did wondrously well, It is only a
small book we have from him, but its ring is
its own, and its echoes will last.”

v.

To Washington Irving, as s fitting, & com-
paratively large amount of space is devoted.
He {s among the few authors brought to our
notice In this volume who were natives of the
clty of New York. There are, so Mr. Mitchell
avars, elderly people still living who remember
the peaked gables of the old house {n Willium
streot, upon the west nide, where the autbor of
the “Sketeh Book™ was born, and there are
many more who can recall vividly the twinkle of
tho eyowith which the old gentleman inthe later
yoara of his Iife uned to tell of hin boyish esca-
pades over thia or that loft and through this or
that window for & run to the near theatre fu
John atreat. Mr, Mitchell thinks that this tois-
chlevous propensity In the lwmd was not w lit-
tle quickened by the severe discipline of the
father, Doacon Irvieg, who held all playhouses
in dotestation, and looked with a frown upon all
Sundiy reading in his household begond the Cat-
echism and Biblo storles, or, what waus a deliaht
ful exception, Bunyan's * Pilgrim's Progress,”
For some vause Washington Irving did not have
the inningw at Columbla College whieh his elder
brothers had onjoyed. Instead, ho wont Intoa
law oMew, relleving the tadium of legal studios
by writing newspaper squibs, under the pen
name of *Jonathan Oldstyle,” and relloving it
sull wore by w memorable first telp up the

Hudson, on & vimt to somiw  kinsfolk in
whnt were then the wilds of narthern
New York, Mr, Miteholl recalls the in.

tervsting fuct that, in 1816, when the mercantile
liwuse, In which Washisgton Irving was an orna-
menlal partner, falled, his elder brother had
nocured for him s secrctaryship in the United
Siates Navy Department, with s salars of §2,500,
Irving, however, doclined absolutely tho ap-
pointmont, and set hlmself Lo the tusk of working
his way upward by his pen, Subssquently, as it
Is woll known, he accepled the socretaryabilp of
the American Legation in London, and, in 1845,
was uppainted, at the lostance of Danjel Wel-
sler, Minister to Spaln,  *'Wo may safely,” says
the author of this volume, "count Washington
Irving nn the best boloved wmong Awerican
suthurs; lds  character was so cloan, his
latgungo so full of grace, hls sympathies so
true and wide and bis humor so genuine
and nbounding. His books sll boamn with a Kind-
lHuess that should pot, and will asver be, fur-
gotten.” Recalling & visit which he made to
Lrving ab Bunoyside, Mr. Mitohell notes that

*no Anancial anxiotion disturbed hislater yoxrn;
the revanne from his books was large; he eoild,
and did, make his old generosition more |ay Iahy
hia hosapltalition were frec anid hearty; he los o)
the part of entertalner and graced i1, Ty oty
of living showed a qulet elégance, But wis nee nt
ostentations. At thoe head of his table, ty i
sunny, southwest room, cheorad by the presen, o
of old friends, his spsech aparkled with yiung
vivacltios, and his arching brow and & whjm.
wical Hgbt In bis eye foretold and exalie rary
eally of his humor,”

Kapecinlly worth reading, too, 15 what the ay.

thor hua to say nbout W. H. Prescott, the b
rian, No attempt, Indeed, In madeto orolee
Préacott’s booka, Tt in conerded that * thes o))
permanent place In our literntiuro: bhut, fo

owh part, I eannot help wishing thet he
into thom somewhat less of convant i
torie dgnity nnd pomp of Inngauge, Loy
norous I.ul‘m:y. anid mora of sharp =4
loss of the starched buckram of
writers, and  morn  of  tha
graces which he pours over his joiryg;
and hix fettors, Thut ho was always n wear
fur etiguette from a awallow-talled oy 19
the fngering of a wineglasa." 1t |3 4 r40p
notgonorally known, bt hers mentione] 1)xg
ina private lettor written when ennged on |
Spanish studics Preacott saays: 1, ),
doclaros, in his *Life of Milton.' that fe
miun can write a history.”  Mr, Mitcho
exin that This dogmatie utterances of tha 1
Mil'ns:rulph--r way have prompted an ambiriog
to discredit and annul It on thepiart of the vog,e
historinn, It is cortain that Prescott’s inoks are
still woll neereditod, and no explorer |;
elons he traversed with his erippled sig b
dors thither without making them his onmg.
]umllml and guldes, The incldent to wiich
*rescott owed his loss of ulfllt Is rernintnl in
this volume, 1t occurred during his junior soee
ut Harvard, Thero was a studeni«’ fro),
college commona, & battle of bremd-throw|
tho course of which a hard chunk of r e
struock Proscott fuli in the left eve and folled
him to the ground. There was no apparent
wound, but the sight In that eye was gonus fure
over, and thers were rerlru!n afterwarnl when
lhmu%h sympathy or rheumatlsm, the lsing o}
Lils other eve was clouded and be was nimaosy
utterly blind.
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The author of this book knew Bryant well anq
tho description of the latter's personal trafts
forma oneof the moat intaresting featuresof this
collection of studies and reminiscences. Aftes
polnting out that within three or four rearanfiey
tho poel’s death hisinterest In the Evening Pa,t,
which he bad virtually ecreated, wae sold fos
somelhing over BI00,000, it (s saggested thay
the result soems to glve proof of a shireiwidne
and farsightedness which we are not apt toat
tribute to poets, “Shrewd he unguestions' s
wis, with & New Euglander's guick eye to
‘maln chance;’ but back of this, and |
than this, there wns in him an
pidity, a persistence, a love of justice, & fiond nf
humane sympathies which, more than any frad.
Ing alertness, took him and his journal u
roads which led to permanent favor and o}
munent fortune. He was under, rather than
over, the average height, with a firmly k
flgure, quick in Lis motions, capable m‘r Iar
fatigues: counted by most an austere man; cer
talnly not given 10 exsy and uncalled-for smlies:
weighing well his words, t some swift
current of vexatlon he eould not ronguer
poiled o nt, bis habitos]l ealmriess;
not making friends easily, and never o
ing on & wtil-Lunt for them; never hun:
Ing at all, Indeed, in the usual sense, w
elther dog, or gun, or whipper-in: Fet enjor
other and Inrger hunts through word-bouks
mythologies and Wordsworthinn ranges of
and of worlds beyond skies." Of Hrrant M-,
Mitchell further tells us that *ceremonrs he
abhorred with all its trapplngs, never seaking
willingly the men or the occasions which in-
volved it or demanded it. Hence he was, less thian
most men of his position and influenee, 16 ha?
of social iotimacy with oMceholders or w
thoso hlfh placed or walled about with con-
ventlonal paraphernalia of whatever sort. Refne.
ing office himeelf, or chance of office, very much
by reason of thiv shuddering dislike of c-remontnl
surronndings, or of ll;f' l"ll(l’l!.llcl that demanded
them; almost Quakerish in his allegiance to tha
simple mewm and fuum or yea and nay of per.
sunal intercourse.  All eloguence and decorative
exploitationsof *h be kept for rare banquet
t?n-l'-‘hes. or for the rhythmic utterances which
lifted Inngunge out of the region of con.

r
intres

veption,” Hryant was often acrid in his
political writings; almost Herce: and he
carried his impetuosity and strong preju-

dices persistently, His very kindnesses in-
vitednounction of gratitude. There was no flaz-
tery in hisspeech or his approaches; he scorned
the conciliatory, fondling ways of those who
make themsoives lepulnr favorites. Neverthe.
less, Mr. Mitchell testities that, ** with all, he
was pentle. Few of the world which encountered
him day by day knew where the gentleoess lar,
or howand {n what terms it declared itself. Weo
do not lift that vell.” Nevertheless, the opinion
is exp that Bryant wronged himself in
matter, and, unwittingly. made the wars
nccess to his inner and truest kindnesses un-
necessarily rough ways for outsiders or for evea
old acquaintances to truvel,

THE IERISH 1L ANDLORDS.

The Counsequences of the Land Actr Cansing
Them Much Alarm,

Bxrraet, April 2.—The landlords of Treland
are at last awakine to the fact that the ground
‘s allppl.ag frem under their fest in nore senses
than one, Accordingly. they have resclved
tn hold & great meeting of landlords, mort-
gagevs, and land agents in Dublin on Aord 70
for the purposs of bringing pressnre to bear on
ihe Engliah Governmentto Induace itio a-
point & reyal commission to inquire ot- the
richts and wrongsof the Irish landi~ tem
This step ia the first {t {s proposed to takie 1
response to the hint thrown out by Lord =al =
bury a few weeks ago when, reply ne e
depntation of landlords, he said that .f they
wanted anything they mnst agitate

It is dawning on them at Inst that the virtoal
result of the successive land acts |s to turn
them from substantial owners into uncertain
rent receivers, This has been put to them
rather crudely by ope of thelr own ¢hisf nw
gang, aud has created a good deal of aarm b
the disacrecable prospect it opens up. SThe
mlarm is nll the greater because it fa the action
of the present Government in England, which
they worked enersetically to put in powe: that
is briceing oo them the culminating disa
of beine left solely devendent on  rent
difficult of collection and liable at any moxn
W bo swent AWAY DY S0mO eCoOnUmic CAW
kreat p litieal change,

The Belfast News Letter, a throueh and
throngh supvorter of Lond =alishary's Gov-
ernment, blupily opens & recent leading ar-
tivle on the subject by telling bhe landiords
that, "judging from the replies of the Chief
Secrotary .o 2irJ, Colomband Mr, Carson, the
Irish  landlords may begin to orepars for
eviction.”™ The allusion is to guestions arked
by those two gertlemen of Mr. (ierald Halfour
a8 to whether the Land Commission in fxing
new rents had laid down any principle u.on
which they were grauting reductions on rents

reviously fixel,

s Mr. Balfour was understond to say that the
commissioners were 10 no WAy reguaired to lay
down any principle, and when further pressed
as to whether [liey were not bound to give
sonie reason for ihelr declsions, Mr,

four

replied, *No. sir, not further than {s laid
down in the act,” and that {s, not at all. The
News-letirr, eommenting on  the situation,

savs that the resull of the vrocesdingns of the
Giavernment Is to condemn the landed propri.
etars to beggary, but it throws the blame of 1
on the lnndlords themselves, who vut the red
o beat their own backs shen they gave a hitra
and ureosnditional support to rd Naljsture
at the last election, "*M. st of the propriaters
snistho Newa-Letter, *‘have bought thel: ¢
tiates under the sanciion of acts of Parlli o
What dld they buy? Ve it cerely the @+ 200
to become rent recelvers? If they boud': '1a
soil nmd fts inherent canacitles, why oo mien
called Land Comunissioners appointe! to o4t
and oarve thelr pronerties without ha tenny
flzed principle of mctinn? It 1% no argument o
polut 1o reductions of rent In Englani, e sise
thera the landlords have opportunities 1o
muke money that onr poor landiords Luve not
‘ake. for example, the Mu=gnis of Saj-tbuar.
Ho s a go d landlord and has made large re-
duct.ons in his rent roll, but think of Hie tho e
sinds of pounds =terling the Swute pazatolin
and memhers of his family for putting the
Conservalive party under a clond, apd jalaors
Ing to give us Home rule fnstend of liome i
The nalicy as recards the landlords of Ireiand
s 1o get them down wnd Keep them down’
For a Unionist paper, this fs uot el 00t
shows o what we are drifting, 5o far as ants
Leaetit tn tho luudluomds of freland froo te
agliatinn they Are about atartin g ts soneert o
It vumes o Jnte, They cannot ex peot the e
Iish Parllament to go ba k 10 proatwection <
agriculiurn]l products for thelr sakes, aul tos
English veaple will never consent to b b
Lo compenspte e for the Iossan due (o theis
own want o! intellizence, and, ws 0 man e
shuwed by Jhis lieariless evictions of their ten
ants, & wanto! the common feelings of
manity, The unly chance there was left '
thom, that of meking somon chuse witl e
Nutlunalints, Las apparent)y passel away, §
there are symptomns indicated by demoretr
tolns provoked by the diaroond jubilee of 11
Queen that the virale feellug ag 1s
Bined thint has always becn n wnarkod featre

the Irislh lower middio class in wiving o
more mdlerate sentiments, ey are f
the Lenefiv of the sooliation of the  lan

woud of the power of the pallot, Tn o way. v
hapaeid o Palamd afier the lurrection

TR Lime oo Lo pimss A0 dredaned, Pl e 4
ukinse 1hat sieipped  thie PPalleh nonles
turned Hie teannts inke tropristors hins !

Is comnterparet In the successive land scis thn’
nre vlimiusting e old  sandbord elass b bre
Tand apd 1f the people of Irelasd are uok ren
dered effusivaly loyal by it, there (s yot lear in-
Jlination s nung them than there was s guariar

of & century &go Lo resurt 10 physical foroe tef
the redress of grisvances. d
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